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FRONT        WITH 


EACUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Sugar  In  The  News 


Sometimes  it  seems  as  though  I 
spend  90%  of  my  time  reading. 
Most  of  the  reading  that  I  do  deals 
with  sugar,  sugar  policy,  or  in  some  way, 
shape,  or  form  the  sugar  industry  This 
past  week  I  ran  across  a  magazine  and 
gave  it  my  customary  thumb  through 
since  I  knew  I  didn't  have  the  time  to 
read  the  entire  magazine.  While  thumb- 
ing through  this  particular  magazine,  I 
ran  across  two  separate  articles  about 
sugar  people.  Additionally,  Danny 
Viator  was  recognized  recently  and 
Charley  Richard  addresses  that  in  his 
article. 

Back  to  the  articles.  Congratulations 
to  Juan  Segura  for  his  selection  as  the 
Farm  Bureau  Young  Farmer  and 
Rancher  of  the  Year.  Since  I  have  been 
with  the  League,  over  four  years,  I  be- 
lieve that  Juan  is  the  second  young  sugar 
farmer  to  receive  this  honor.  The  first 
being  Frankie  Sotile,  Jr.  of 
Donaldson ville.  Juan,  congratulations  to 
you  and  your  family.  We  in  sugar  are 
proud  of  you! 

The  second  article  dealt  with  a  sugar 
farming  family  and  their  efforts  in  help- 
ing to  enhance  and  protect  the  environ- 
ment. Again,  this  was  a  Louisiana  Farm 
Bureau  Federation  award;  namely  the 
Charles  M.  Noble,  III  Environmental 
Stewardship  Award.  It  was  awarded  to 
W.C.  Lanie  &  Sons,  Inc.  of  Jeanerette. 
Charlie,  congratulations  to  you  and 
your  family  on  this  well-deserved  recog- 


nition of  your  conservation  efforts. 

With  all  that  the  press  wants  to  say 
bad  about  sugar  and  agriculture,  it 
makes  me  feel  good  to  find  articles  and 
events,  such  as  these,  that  are  positive  in 
nature. 

USDA  Administration 

By  the  time  you  receive  this,  the 
USDA  will  have  not  only  published  its 
WASDE  report,  but  will  also  have  an- 
nounced the  TRQ  (Tariff  Rate  Quota)  for 
the  1997-98  fiscal  year.  The  production 
and  consumption  numbers,  as  well  as 
carry  over  stocks  in  the  WASDE  did  not 
leave  me  room  to  be  encouraged  that  the 
USDA  would  make  any  major  changes 
in  program  administration  that  would 
benefit  sugar  farmers  during  this  next 
fiscal  year.  Don  Wallace,  in  his  Washing- 
ton Update  article,  will  provide  you 
with  more  specific  information  on  what 
transpired  with  the  1997-98  TRQ.  An 
announcement  on  policy  administration 
was  due  by  September  17. 1  have  always 
believed  that  the  old  axiom  that  "the 
more  things  change,  the  more  they  stay 
the  same"  is  forever  true.  I  remember 
quite  well  as  a  kid  growing  up  and  my 
father  talking  about  the  USDA  and  the 
amount  of  quota  sugar  that  would  be 
allowed  into  the  country  every  year. 
This  was  back  in  the  50s,  60s  and  the 
early  70s.  An  annual  occurrence.  Now, 
here  we  are  in  the  late  1990s  and  I  find 
myself,  as  are  others,  worrying  about  the 


amount  of  quota  sugar.  Some  things  just 
never  change! 

After  the  publication  of  the  WASDE 
on  September  12,  1997,  and  reviewing 
the  numbers  published  in  the  WASDE,  I 
had  much  fear  that  the  USDA  would 
continue  the  administration  of  sugar 
policy  as  they  had  last  year.  Last  year,  in 
my  opinion,  the  policy  and  the  trigger 
mechanism  were  a  "done  deal"  before 
comments  were  even  requested.  My  gut 
feeling,  going  into  this  comment  period, 
was  that  things  were  not  really  any  dif- 
ferent than  last  year  where  we  received 
a  cursory  change  in  the  date  on  which 
the  first  tranche  would  be  allowed,  from 
November  to  January.  Even  though  I 
still  do  not  feel  this  trigger  mechanism  is 
working  as  intended,  I  was  much  more 
pleased  with  the  Department  when  it 
released  its  TRQ.  At  least,  it  appears  that 
they  did  listen  to  some  of  our  com- 
ments, and  accordingly,  responded. 

All  in  all,  it  appears  that  the  USDA's 
TRQ  announcement  is  one  that  is  more 
fair  to  the  growers  than  last  year's.  We 
have  indicated  in  comments  that  if  addi- 
tional sugar  is  needed  later  in  the  year, 
the  Department  has  the  ability  to  make 
such  pronouncements  and  allow  for  the 
importation  of  additional  sugar.  If 
needed!  It  is  my  fervent  hope  that  the 
Department  will  administer  this  policy 
as  they  have  begun  it.  That  is,  that  they 
will  not  bend  to  the  pressures  of  the  re- 
finers and  commercial  users  later  during 
the  year  and  increase  the  TRQ  and  the 
amounts  of  sugar  that  can  be  brought  in 
strictly  because  of  political  pressure  by 
such  groups.  If  there  is  an  evident  and 
demonstrated  need  for  more  sugar  af- 
ter the  domestic  crop  has  been  com- 
pleted, then  no  one  will  have  a  problem 
with  the  Department  bringing  in  the 
necessary  sugar  to  fill  that  short  fall. 

While  I  still  do  not  support  nor  em- 
brace a  mechanical  means  of  handling 


the  sugar  policy,  I  feel  that  the  Depart- 
ment has  done  a  better  job,  thus  far,  with 
its  initial  announcements.  Louisiana 
cannot  stand  to  lose  the  $30  million  that 
was  estimated  had  the  administration  of 
the  program  continued  the  same  as  last 
year.  To  Mr.  Glickman,  Mr.  Schumacher, 
Mr.  Drazek  and  Mr.  Hammond  of  the 
USDA,  on  behalf  of  the  Louisiana  indus- 
try, thank  you  for  listening  and  respond- 
ing. I  know  it  is  not  easy  being  tugged  by 
commercial  users  and  refiners  on  one 
end  and  the  agricultural  interest  on  the 
other  end;  but,  if  you  will  continue  to  re- 
member that  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  accountable  to  the  Do- 
mestic growers  of  all  commodities  in 
this  country,  then  agriculture  in  this 
country  has  a  fair  chance  of  surviving 
and  maybe  even  prospering. 

Additionally,  I  wish  for  all  of  you  in 
this  industry  to  know  that  Senators  John 
Breaux  and  Mary  Landrieu  along  with 
many  members  of  the  Congressional 
Sweetener  Caucus  weighed  in  early  and 
firmly  with  the  Department  on  our  be- 
half. The  entire  Louisiana  delegation  has 
always  supported  this  industry  and  I 
would  hope  that  all  of  our  members 
would  recognize  that  support. 

Good  luck  to  all  growers  and  proces- 
sors in  the  upcoming  harvest  season. 

PAC 

As  I  hope  you  are  aware,  in  my  Up 
Front  with  the  League  article  of  August, 
I  advised  that  the  League  would  be 
sending  out  PAC  "statements"  to  all 
growers  who  allowed  us  to  solicit  PAC 
funds.  At  the  time  I  noted  that  only  35% 
of  the  tons  of  sugarcane  produced  in 
Louisiana  were  carrying  the  full  load  of 
the  Political  Action  Committee  funding. 
I  have  always  felt  that  there  were  more 
people  out  their  who  would  be  willing 
to  contribute.  It  was  also  necessary  for 
the  League  to  make  sure  that  the  solici- 


tation  was  done  properly  and  in  accor- 
dance with  the  laws.  After  having  said 
that,  it  gives  me  great  pride  to  report  that 
the  growers  producing  approximately 
55%  of  the  cane  (tons)  in  this  state  under- 
stand the  importance  of  the  PAC  and  are 
now  paying  PAC  dues. 

As  I  have  expressed,  so  often,  since 
my  arrival  at  the  League,  Political  Action 
funds  do  not  consider  party  (Republican 
or  Democrat)  affiliation.  The  monies  are 
not  used  to  pay  salaries,  nor  is  the 
money  used  for  travel  and  entertain- 
ment. The  money  is  used,  by  your 
League,  to  make  contributions  to  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  or  candidates  for  Con- 
gress, who  we  feel  will  give  us  an  oppor- 
tunity to  tell  our  side  of  the  story,  listen 
to  that  story,  and  make  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial decision  based  on  the  facts.  I  liken 
PAC  contributions  to  that  of  tools  used 
by  a  carpenter.  It  does  you  no  good  to 
hire  a  carpenter  who  has  no  hammer  or 
saws  to  do  work  for  you.  Similarly,  it 
does  you  no  good  to  have  people  work- 
ing for  you  if  you  have  not  equipped 
them  with  the  proper  tools  needed  to  do 
the  job.  PAC  money  is  that  all  important 
tool! 

To  those  of  you  who  are  first  time 
contributors  to  the  PAC,  on  behalf  of  all 
of  those  who  have  participated  in  the 
past,  we  thank  you  and  welcome  you!  I 
realize  that  no  one,  myself  included,  rel- 
ishes the  thought  of  giving  their  own 
money  to  politicians.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  have  yet  to  meet  a  politician  who  likes 
to  ask  friends,  constituents,  or  anyone 
else  for  their  money.  However,  it  is  one 
of  those  necessary  evils.  If  we  are  to  re- 
main a  viable  player  in  Washington,  it  is 
necessary  for  each  and  everyone  of  you 
to  search  your  soul.  Whether  we  like  it 
or  not,  the  PAC  is  legal,  and  more  impor- 
tantly, necessary.  It  is  also  your  PAC  that 
allows  your  League  the  opportunity  to 
get  the  job  done  for  you. 


Again,  to  those  growers  who  have 
made  PAC  contributions,  old  and  new, 
you  can  feel  proud  because  you  have 
done  your  part  to  keep  this  industry 
alive.  To  those  growers  who  haven't 
made  PAC  contributions,  it  is  still  not 
too  late!  Please  give  it  your  most  serious 
consideration.  It  is  your  industry  and 
your  livelihood. 
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WASHINGTON        UPDA 


with  Don  Wallace 


USDA  Announces  Tarrif-Rate  Quota  for  FY  1998 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Dan 
Glickman  has  announced  the  fis- 
cal year  (FY)  1998  tariff-rate  quota 
(TRQ)  for  refined,  specialty,  and  raw 
cane  sugar.  The  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture (USDA)  will  initially  make  avail- 
able 1.2  million  metric  tons  raw  value 
(1,322,774  short  tons  raw  value)  for  entry 
into  the  U.S.  Customs  Territory  under 
the  FY  1998  raw  cane  sugar  TRQ.  If  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  reported  in  the  Janu- 
ary 1998  World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  report  is 
less  than  or  equal  to  15.5  percent 
(rounded  to  the  nearest  tenth),  an  addi- 
tional 200,000  metric  tons  (220,462  short 
tons  raw  value)  will  be  available  for  en- 
try at  that  time.  If  the  ratio  is  greater  than 
15.5  percent,  the  200,000  tons  being  held 
in  reserve  will  not  be  made  available. 
The  same  process  will  occur  with  the 
March  and  May  WASDE  reports. 

Certificates  of  Quota  Eligibility 
(CQEs)  will  be  issued  to  allow  Brazil,  the 
Dominican  Republic,  and  the  Philip- 
pines to  ship  up  to  25  percent  of  each 
country's  allocation  at  the  low-tier  tariff 
during  each  quarter  of  FY  1998.  Argen- 
tina, Australia,  Columbia,  El  Salvador, 
Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  Panama,  Peru, 
and  South  Africa  will  be  allowed  to  ship 
up  to  50  percent  of  their  initial  alloca- 
tions in  the  first  six  months  of  FY  1998. 
Unentered  allocations,  during  any  quar- 
ter or  six-month  period,  may  be  entered 
in  any  subsequent  period.  For  all  other 
countries,  CQEs  corresponding  to  each 
country's  allocation  may  be  entered  at 


the  low-tiered  tariff  at  any  time  during 
the  fiscal  year.  Should  country  alloca- 
tions result  from  the  January,  March, 
and  May  stocks-to-use  trigger,  they  may 
be  entered  subsequent  to  their  allocation 
by  the  U.S.  Trade  Representative. 

During  the  TRQ  period,  USDA  will 
continue  to  monitor  the  import  require- 
ments necessary  to  meet  U.S.  domestic 
demand  and  may,  at  any  time,  increase 
the  size  of  the  TRQ  to  ensure  sufficient 
sugar  supplies  in  the  U.S.  market.  Fur- 
ther TRQ  increases,  if  necessary,  will  be 
made  on  the  basis  of  the  most  reliable 
supply  and  use  information  available. 
Any  additional  increase  will  not  affect 
the  stocks-to-use  percentage  trigger  or 
any  remaining  allocations  or  cancella- 
tions of  the  originally  announced  TRQ. 

USDA  has  established  the  size  of  the 
refined  and  specialty  sugar  TRQs.  The 
refined  sugar  TRQ  is  set  at  50,000  metric 
tons  (55,116  short  tons)  for  entry  of 
sugar,  of  which  the  content  of  sucrose  by 
weight,  in  the  dry  state,  corresponds  to 
a  polarimeter  reading  of  99.5  degrees  or 
more.  The  specialty  sugar  TRQ,  which  is 
a  subset  of  the  refined  sugar  TRQ,  is  es- 
tablished at  4,656  metric  tons  raw  value 
(5,132  short  tons  raw  value).  For  entry 
into  the  U.S.  Customs  Territory,  spe- 
cialty sugar  must  have  a  polarity  of  at 
least  99.5  degrees  and  be  accompanied 
by  a  specialty  sugar  certificate. 

White  House  Begins  Push  for  Fast 
Track  Authority 

President  Clinton  has  introduced 


legislation  asking  Congress  for  special 
authority  to  negotiate  new  international 
trade  agreements.  Known  as  "fast  track" 
because  it  allows  a  president  to  submit 
negotiated  agreements  to  Congress  for 
an  up-or-down  vote,  without  being  sub- 
ject to  amendment,  the  authority  is  con- 
sidered by  many  to  be  essential  to  broker 
effective  deals  with  trading  partners. 
Observers  argue  that  other  nations  will 
be  reluctant  to  enter  into  trade  agree- 
ments that  are  subject  to  Congressional 
revision. 

Though  every  president  since  1974 
has  had  fast  track  authority,  Clinton 
faces  a  battle  with  both  Republicans  and 
Democrats  over  renewal  of  the  negotiat- 
ing power  which  expired  in  1994.  Many 
Hill  Democrats  have  voiced  concern  that 
lowering  trade  barriers  may  lead  to  de- 
teriorating labor  and  environmental 
standards,  and  say  that  they  will  not 
support  fast  track  legislation  unless  such 
concerns  are  adequately  addressed.  Oth- 
ers insist  that  future  trade  agreements 
with  developing  countries  must  broadly 
address  labor  and  environmental  issues, 
and  must  require  these  countries  to  im- 
prove their  regulatory  standards.  Many 
Republicans  favor  giving  fast-track  au- 
thority to  Clinton  but  want  to  avoid  in- 
serting pre-conditions,  such  as  provi- 
sions for  labor  and  the  environment, 
which  may  inhibit  trade  negotiations. 
Instead,  some  Republicans  would  prefer 
to  limit  any  language  regarding  labor 
and  the  environment  only  to  provisions 
that  are  directly  related  to  trade. 

Approval  of  fast  track  authority  is 
important  to  the  White  House  as  it  pre- 
pares for  Clinton's  October  visit  to  South 
America  where  he  will  tout  a  proposed 
Free  Trade  Area  of  the  Americas  that 
would  lower  trade  barriers  throughout 
the  Western  Hemisphere.  House  and 
Senate  leaders  have  indicated  that  they 
will  seek  to  adjourn  by  early  November 


at  the  latest.  Consequently,  the  Clinton 
Administration  is  hoping  to  push 
through  fast  track  legislation  in  the  next 
few  weeks. 

Farm  State  Legislators  Seek  Bill  to 
Disapprove  Line  Item  Veto 

Sen.  Larry  Craig  (R-ID)  has  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  disapprove  President 
Clinton's  line  item  veto  of  a  tax  measure 
designed  to  benefit  agricultural  coop- 
eratives. Rep.  Charles  Stenholm  (D-TX), 
Ranking  Minority  Member  of  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee,  and  Rep.  Kenny 
Hulshof  (R-MO)  introduced  a  similar 
bill  in  the  House.  President  Clinton  has 
said  that  he  supports  agricultural  coop- 
eratives but  was  concerned  that  the  ve- 
toed measure  was  vaguely  written  leav- 
ing it  vulnerable  to  abuse.  Meanwhile, 
efforts  are  underway  to  craft  legislation 
which  would  accomplish  the  vetoed 
bill's  original  goal  while  still  being  ac- 
ceptable to  all  sides. 

The  vetoed  measure  would  have  al- 
lowed persons  who  sell  stock  or  prop- 
erty to  farmer-owned  cooperatives  to 
defer  tax  on  gains  earned  from  the  sale. 
Sales  to  employee  stock  ownership 
plans  and  worker-owned  cooperatives 
already  benefit  from  a  similar  tax  provi- 
sion. 

Several  lawmakers  are  also  seeking 
to  pass  a  bill  disapproving  of  Clinton's 
veto  of  a  provision  which  would  have 
helped  New  York  generate  Medicaid 
funds.  Congress  has  a  limited  period  in 
which  to  pass  the  disapproval  bills. 

U.S.  and  Canada  Reach  Agreement 
on  Sugar  Trade 

Canada  has  agreed  to  drop  its  dis- 
pute settlement  proceedings  against  the 
U.S.  Sugar  Containing  Products  Re-ex- 
port Program  in  exchange  for  guaran- 
teed access  to  the  U.S.  TRQ  for  refined 
sugar  and  sugar  containing  products, 


U.S.  Trade  Representative  Charlene 
Barshefsky  announced  recently.  The 
resolution  ends  months  of  rancorous 
debate  over  whether  the  U.S.  re-export 
program  violated  international  law. 

Under  the  U.S.  re-export  program, 
U.S.  sellers  can  import  sugar  at  world 
prices  if  they  re-export  the  same  amount 
in  sugar  containing  products.  Canadian 
officials  have  argued  that  the  policy  was 
supposed  to  have  expired  in  January 
1996,  in  accordance  with  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  The  U.S.  has  defended  its  pro- 
gram but  wished  to  avoid  the  uncer- 
tainty of  a  NAFTA  dispute  panel  resolu- 
tion. 

The  compromise  assures  Canadian 
refiners  of  access  to  the  U.S.  markets 
based  on  their  historical  market  share. 
Canada  had  been  growing  increasingly 
frustrated  by  the  U.S.  TRQ's  which  they 
say  unfairly  limited  their  exports. 


WANTED 

36'  Grain  Bin 
Call 

(318)  783-7235 
(318)  334-9700 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Insect,  Weed  &  Disease  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertilizer  Management 

Crop  Management  Services 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Senior  Consultant 
Dan  Long,  Assistant  Consultant 

Judy  Price,  Technician 
J.  Pontif  &  Randy  Richard,  Scouts 

P.  0.  Box  1193, 720  Hwy.  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)         (504)  449-6170  (mobile) 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  aliqnment 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


H^HMBHIHaBgmmBMBBBIi^n 


Thinking  about  replacing 

Farm  Equipment? 

Let  us  help! 


ArgentBank  has  developed  a  special  loan  program  to 
provide  sugarcane  farmers  of  Lafourche,  Assumption, 
and  Terrebonne  Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment  at  a  highly  competitive 
interest  rate. 

ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95%  of  the  invoice  at 
interest  rates  ranging  from  8.50%  to  9 .50%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan  and  the  credit 
qualifications  of  the  farmer. 

For  more  information,  call  one  of  our  experienced 
commercial  lenders: 

Donald  Acosta 

Assumption  Parish 
369-7859 

Dan  Landry 

Assumption  Parish 
369-1205 

Robert  Naquin 

Lafourche  Parish 
447-0556 

Tommy  Bourque 

Terrebonne  Parish 
873-3704 


Argent 


Bank 
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ARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Smoke  Management  Guidelines  -  Fresh  Cane  -  Dr.  Daniel  Viator 


Practices  that  affect  open  field 
burning  of  sugarcane,  whether  in 
heaps  of  cane  cut  by  soldier  har- 
vesters or  standing  fields  to  be  cut  by 
chopper  harvesters,  have  been  widely 
discussed  over  the  past  few  years.  There 
are  a  number  of  long  term  research  top- 
ics which  attempt  to  address  possible 
remedies  to  the  cane  burning  issue.  In 
the  meantime,  growers  should  have  a  re- 
sponsible attitude  toward  environmen- 
tal and  public  issues  while  attempting  to 
be  as  efficient  as  possible  in  sugar  pro- 
duction. There  are  several  objectives 
which  growers  should  always  strive  to 
achieve.  Among  them  are  delivering  the 
freshest,  cleanest  cane  supply  to  the  fac- 
tories as  possible,  minimizing  the  effect 
of  smoke  caused  by  open  field  burning 
in  the  atmosphere,  preventing  smoke 
from  being  blown  across  public  high- 
ways and  airports,  preventing  smoke 
from  affecting  public  areas  (especially 
public  health  areas  such  as  hospitals, 
nursing  homes,  etc.),  preventing  smoke 
from  affecting  schools  during  days  and 
times  when  students/teachers  are 
present,  preventing  smoke  from  affect- 
ing subdivisions  and  other  housing  es- 
tablishments, and,  last  but  not  least, 
minimizing  any  ash  fallout  that  may  re- 
sult from  field  burning. 

In  short,  growers  should  concentrate 
on  smoke  management  through  the  use 
of  recommended  prescribed  burning 
practices.  Prescribed  burning  can  be 
defined  as  the  controlled  application  of 
fire  to  sugarcane  fields  under  such 
weather  conditions  that  allows  the  fire  to 
be  confined  to  a  predetermined  area 


and,  at  the  same  time,  produce  the  de- 
sired result  of  trash  reduction  in  the 
delivered  cane  supply.  Smoke  manage- 
ment can  be  defined  as  conducting  a 
prescribed  fire  under  weather  condi- 
tions and  with  burning  techniques  that 
keep  the  smoke's  impact  on  the  envi- 
ronment and  the  public  within  accept- 
able limits. 

In  order  to  accomplish  these  goals, 
some  recommendations  which  could 
be  considered  as  best  management 
practices  are  listed  below.  These  prac- 
tices should  be  considered  as  voluntary 
guidelines  that  will  allow  the  industry 
to  better  manage  smoke  from  open 
field  burning  of  sugarcane. 

1.  Identifying  sensitive  areas  and 
other  impacted  areas  adjacent  to  or 
within  sugarcane  farms.  Awareness  of 
where  people,  buildings,  and  highways 
are  located  that  could  be  negatively  af- 
fected by  open  field  burning  is  the  first 
step  toward  effective  smoke  manage- 
ment. People  who  have  health  prob- 
lems and  live  in  areas  potentially  af- 
fected by  open  field  burning  should  be 
identified  before  the  harvest  season 
even  begins.  This  requires  effective 
communication  between  growers  and 
the  public  that  surround  the  farm. 
When  burning  cane  heaps  harvested  by 
soldier  machines,  the  fire  normally 
does  not  contain  much  particulate  mat- 
ter (ash).  However,  in  the  hotter  fires  on 
standing  cane  for  harvest  with  combine 
harvesters,  rising  ash,  that  later  falls 
out,  can  be  a  problem.  Determination  of 
downwind  sensitive  areas  that  could  be 
affected  by  burning  standing  fields  is 
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important  to  help  reduce  the  impact  that 
suspended  particles  may  have  when 
they  fall  out  of  the  atmosphere. 

2.  Awareness  of  daily  weather  pre- 
dictions, particularly  wind  velocity 
and  direction.  Growers  should  take  all 
available  steps  to  become  aware  of  ap- 
proaching frontal  systems  and  changing 
wind  direction  in  order  to  effectively 
manage  smoke  resulting  from  open  field 
burning.  In  addition  to  television,  radio 
and  weather  station  forecasting,  satellite 
weather  systems  are  individually  avail- 
able. Many  mills  now  have  satellite  sys- 
tems which  offer  up  to  date  information 
on  approaching  weather 

3.  Burning  only  during  acceptable 
times  and  weather  conditions.  Wind  di- 
rection, wind  velocity  and  air  tempera- 
ture inversion  layers  drastically  affect 
smoke  management.  Since  cane  fields 
are  almost  never  burned  during  the 
early  morning  hours  as  a  result  of  dew 
and  wet  leaves,  morning  weather  is  not 
of  great  concern.  However,  many  grow- 
ers like  to  burn  cane  late  in  the  afternoon 
and  temperature  inversions  often  occur 
on  many  days  of  the  harvest  season. 
Normally,  air  temperature  decreases 
with  height.  However,  when  a  tempera- 
ture inversion  occurs,  upper  air  tem- 
peratures are  higher  which  prevent 
smoke  from  rising.  The  smoke  then 
drifts  laterally.  This  can  impact  high- 
ways, residences  and  public  areas. 
Growers  should  certainly  avoid  burning 
in  the  late  afternoon  in  these  sensitive 
areas.  The  ideal  time  to  burn  cane 
should  be  between  10:00  am  and  4:00 
p.m.  Wind  direction  and  velocity,  along 
with  predicted  changes,  should  be  noted 
before  fields  are  even  harvested. 

4.  Record-keeping.  A  daily  log  of 
field  burning,  including  acreage  burnt, 
wind  direction  and  other  weather  condi- 
tions should  be  kept.  This  may  be  unnec- 
essary in  areas  that  do  not  affect  the 
public.  However,  in  sensitive  areas,  this 
type  of  daily  logging  could  be  of  great 


assistance  to  you  should  a  problem 
arise,  such  as  filing  a  complaint. 

5.  Knowledge  of  power  lines  and 
gas  lines.  Open  field  burning,  especially 
burning  of  un-cut  fields  prior  to  chopper 
harvesting,  should  be  carefully  under- 
taken when  power/gas  lines  run 
through  the  field.  Although  there  should 
be  little  chance  of  a  problem,  a  plan  of 
action  should  be  available  in  the  event  of 
a  crisis  situation. 

6.  Classification  of  "no-burn" 
fields.  Certain  small  areas,  due  to  their 
extreme  sensitivity,  should  be  consid- 
ered fields  that  will  never  be  able  to  tol- 
erate open  field  burning.  Those  growers 
using  combine  harvesters  can  cut  them 
green.  Growers  using  soldier  harvesters 
will  have  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  factory  to  accept  these  fields 
unburnt. 

7.  Training  and  equipment.  Grow- 
ers should  make  every  attempt  to  pro- 
vide education  and  training  to  their  em- 
ployees who  may  be  undertaking  the 
day-to-day  burning  operations.  A  thor- 
ough explanation  of  the  goals  and  rec- 
ommendations will  certainly  help  these 
employees  understand  the  importance 
of  smoke  management.  Additionally,  it 
should  be  emphasized  that  cane  fires 
should  not  go  unattended  and  that  per- 
sonnel responsible  for  the  fire  should  be 
constantly  aware  of  the  burn  status. 
Proper  equipment  should  be  provided 
to  those  responsible  parties,  including  a 
water  tank  to  help  control  and  confine 
the  burn. 

In  order  to  maximize  these  best  man- 
agement practices,  an  effective  commu- 
nication network  between  the  factory, 
growers,  and  public  must  be  main- 
tained. The  League  will  do  its  best  to 
provide  information  with  regard  to  cane 
burning  issues.  Growers  and  processors 
should  work  with  the  public  in  a  non 
confrontational  manner  and  adopt  an 
attitude  that  will  encourage  communi- 
cation with  those  that  potentially  may  be 
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affected  by  the  cane  smoke. 

This  industry's  ability  to  burn  sugar- 
cane is  still  an  important  economic  factor 
in  its  survival.  Until  technology  is 
proven  that  will  allow  for  economically 
efficient  harvesting  without  burning,  it 
is  important  that  growers  and  processors 
do  the  best  job  possible  of  smoke  man- 
agement. Louisiana  is  not  the  only  in- 
dustry facing  this  challenge.  Every  in- 
dustry recognizes  that  reducing  or  elimi- 
nating open  field  burning  is  one  of  the 
most  important  research  topics  facing 
the  future  of  the  world's  sugar  industry. 

With  Louisiana's  changing  harvest 
system,  there  is  still  concern  for  the 
proper  method  of  handling  the  trash  re- 
maining with  combine  harvesters.  Re- 
search has  been  undertaken  to  study 
whether  this  trash  mat  can  be  effective  in 
controlling  weeds,  providing  nutrients 
and  organic  matter,  and  conserving 
moisture  and  top  soil.  This  research  also 
hopes  to  find  the  most  effective  tech- 
niques for  handling  the  trash  layer  to 
achieve  maximum  utilization.  In  the 
meantime,  many  growers,  concerned 
about  stand  losses  under  the  trash  mat, 
have  indicated  they  intend  to  burn  this 
trash  later  in  the  year.  The  same  manage- 
ment practices  should  be  followed  for 
this  secondary  burn  as  in  burning  stand- 
ing fields. 

Fresh  Cane 

Whether  harvesting  by  combine  or 
soldier  harvester,  the  best  way  to  obtain 
the  highest  sugar  per  acre  from  each 
field  is  to  deliver  the  freshest  cane  pos- 
sible. Having  it  as  clean  as  possible  will 
provide  the  highest  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane.  Having  it  as  fresh  as  possible  will 
guarantee  the  highest  stalk  weight  since 
the  cane  won't  have  time  to  dry  out  and 
lose  weight.  Often  times,  growers  report 
a  higher  sucrose  level  in  the  cane  when 
they  let  the  cane  sit  on  the  heap  for  a  day 
or  so  and  get  a  better  burn.  However, 
during  this  time  when  the  leaves  are 


drying  out,  so  are  the  stalks.  A  loss  in 
water  from  the  cane  stalks  may  make  for 
a  higher  pol  in  cane,  but  stalk  weight 
(cane  tonnage)  will  decrease.  In  addi- 
tion, once  the  cane  is  cut,  whether  whole 
stalks  or  billets,  bacteria  begin  their  pro- 
cess of  "eating  up"  the  sugar.  This  is 
where  cane  deterioration  becomes  a 
problem,  since  not  only  is  there  a  loss  in 
sugar,  but  also  the  bacteria  break  down 
the  sucrose  and  form  dextran.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  numerous  times:  that 
the  deterioration  process  goes  faster  in 
hot,  humid,  muddy  conditions.  Of 
course,  the  more  exposed  cuts  on  the 
stalk,  the  more  bacteria  get  to  crawl  into 
the  cane  tissue  and  begin  their  break- 
down of  sugar.  T.  s  is  why  cane  billets 
deteriorate  so  much  more  rapidly  than 
whole  stalks.  Clean,  fresh  cane  has  al- 
ways been  the  recommendation  and 
continues  to  be  what  all  growers 
should  strive  to  achieve,  no  matter  what 
the  harvest  system. 

Dr.  Daniel  Viator 

Alpha  Zeta,  the  nation's  oldest  pro- 
fessional honorary  society  recognizing 
leadership,  scholarship  and  service 
among  people  in  agriculture  and  natural 
resources  has  named  Dr.  Daniel  Viator  to 
its  first  Centennial  Honor  Roll.  Dr. 
Viator  is  a  sugarcane  grower  in  the 
Youngsville  area,  a  past  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  and  an  outstanding 
member  of  his  community.  Daniel  is 
among  200  leaders  who  have  been  rec- 
ognized by  the  organization  which  has 
100,000  members  and  was  founded  at 
Ohio  State  University  in  1897.  Among 
the  honorees  who  attended  the  cer- 
emony were  U.S.  Deputy  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Richard  Rominger  and  U.S. 
Senator  Richard  Lugar  (R-IN  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Commit- 
tee). The  sugar  industry  is  proud  of 
Daniel's  leadership  and  congratulates 
him  for  his  outstanding  achievements. 
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Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.88  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $12.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s) 


Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bawl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


HALF  PRICE 


You're  First  at  First  South  PCA 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


Michelle  Simoneaux 

Thibodaux 


Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


EPA  and  Environmental  Justice 


The  U.S.  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  recently  ordered  the  State 
Department  of  Environmental 
Quality  to  reopen  the  air  quality  permits 
it  issued  to  a  proposed  polyvinyl  chlo- 
ride plant  near  Convent.  The  EPA  is  us- 
ing this  as  a  test  case  on  how  to  deal  with 
the  undefined,  federally  mandated  envi- 
ronmental justice  issue  in  the  permitting 
process. 

The  plant  has  proposed  a  site  near 
the  Mississippi  River  in  proximity  to  a 
minority  community.  The  Tulane  Envi- 
ronmental Law  Clinic  and  a  group  of 
environmentalist  claim  that  the  site 
would  be  in  violation  of  the  1964  Civil 
Rights  Acts.  Tulane  Environmental  Law 
Clinic  Director  Bob  Kuehn  charges  the 
plant  //discriminates/,  against  the  minor- 
ity residents  who  are  "already  overbur- 
dened with  pollution." 

DEQ  Secretary  Dale  Givens  said  that 
issues  raised  by  EPA  are  "minor  items 
that  can  be  addressed  rather  quickly."  If 
DEQ  can  reauthorize  the  permits,  con- 
struction of  the  plant  may  begin  any- 
where between  three  and  five  months. 
In  a  bold  statement,  the  St.  James 


Parish  branch  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People  (NAACP)  announced  that  it  was 
in  support  of  the  plant  location.  They 
stated  various  economic  factors 
weighed  their  decision  to  support  the 
plant.  The  black  leaders  of  St.  James  Par- 
ish have  displayed  incredible  foresight 
by  welcoming  jobs  and  other  opportuni- 
ties into  their  community.  These  leaders 
should  be  applauded  in  their  attempts  to 
enhance  the  lives  of  so  many. 

Other  News 

A  close  friend  of  Sugar  is  eyeing  a 
position  on  the  First  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals.  Rep.  Mitch  Theriot  of  Lockport 
may  run  for  the  remainder  of  late  Judge 
Louis  Watkins'  term,  which  goes 
through  2002.  Theriot  was  already  plan- 
ning to  run  for  the  judgeship  next  year 
when  Judge  Morris  Lottinger  is  ex- 
pected to  retire.  The  death  of  Judge 
Watkins  should  lead  to  a  special  election 
early  next  year.  Theriot  is  expected  to  be 
the  leading  contender  for  the  First  Cir- 
cuit race  which  is  comprised  of  eight 
parishes. 
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1997  (1996  Crop)  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Awards 
Top  20  Producers 


Rank 

Name 

Parish 

Sugarcane 
Acres 

Sugar/ 
Acre 

1. 

Mike  Dornier 

St.  James 

267.3 

8,815 

2. 

St.  Rose  Farm 

St.  James 

79.6 

8,459 

3. 

Laurel  Valley  Plantation 

Lafourche 

751.2 

8,121 

4. 

Thibodeaux  Bros.,  Inc. 

Assumption 

487.5 

8,118 

5. 

M&R  Farms 

St.  James 

517.8 

8,094 

6. 

Martin  &  Poche 

St.  James 

655 

8,077 

7. 

Riverland  Farms 

St.  John 

76 

8,007 

8. 

Keith  Zeringue  Farm 

Lafourche 

146.4 

8,003 

9. 

Blanchard  Farms,  Inc. 

Assumption 

582.1 

7,983 

10. 

T.  Lanaux  &  Sons 

St.  John 

1,171 

7,817 

11. 

Rodrigue  Planting  Co. 

St.  James 

939 

7,788 

12. 

Ralph  &  Charles  Zeringue 

Lafourche 

294.3 

7,774 

13. 

Model  Farm 

St.  James 

671.7 

7,715 

14. 

David  &  Troy  Freyou 

Iberia 

28.4 

7,685 

15. 

Goldmine  Plantation,  Inc. 

St.  John 

607.4 

7,616 

16. 

D&W  Porta 

St.  James 

738.6 

7,572 

17. 

Bergeron/Walton  Partnership 

Assumption 

630.2 

7,513 

18. 

Blackberry  Farms 

St.  James 

1,118.3 

7,506 

19. 

HI-LO  Farms 

Iberville 

383.7 

7,458 

20. 

Denis  Knobloch 

Lafourche 

135.2 

7,409 
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1997  (1996  Crop)  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Awards 

Parish  Winners 


Parish 

Name 

Sugarcane/ 
Acres  Grown 

Sugar/Acre 

Ascension 

Brent  Barbier 

546.9 

7,161 

Assumption 

Thibodeaux  Bros.,  Inc. 

423.7 

8,132 

Iberia 

David  &  Troy  Freyou 

28.4 

7,685 

Iberville 

HI-LO  Farms,  Inc. 

383.7 

7,458 

Lafayette 

Ray  Allen  Girouard 

507.4 

6,343 

Lafourche 

Laurel  Valley  Plantation 

751.2 

8,121 

St.  James 

Mike  Dornier 

267.3 

8,815 

St.  John 

Riverland  Farms 

76.0 

8,007 

St.  Martin 

Eric  &  Daniel  Dupont 

398.8 

6,617 

St.  Mary 

Northside  Planting  Co. 

2,494.0 

6,966 

Terrebonne 

Landry  Bros.  Farms 

1,016.7 

6,433 

Parishes  not  reporting  winners:  Acadia,  Avoyelles,  Calcasieu,  East  Baton  Rouge, 
Evangeline,  Jeff  Davis,  Point  Coupee,  Rapides,  St.  Charles,  St.  Landry,  Vermillion 
and  West  Baton  Rouge. 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (31 8)  367-8233 


FOR  SALE 

95.6  Acres  of  Farm  Land 

Located  on  Hwy.  1010 

Brule  Labadieville 

Call 
(504)  927-7741 
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1997  (1996  Crop)  Louisiana  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Awards 
District  Acreage  Category  Winners 


Category 

Name                          Parish 

Acres 

Lbs.  Sugar/Acre 

River-Bayou  Lafourche  District 

0-199.9  Acres 
200-699.9  Acres 
700-1, 499.9  Acres 
1,500+ Acres 
Non  Quota 

St.  Rose  Farm              St.  James 
Mike  Dornier                St.  James 
Laurel  Valley  PItn.        Lafourche 
Godfrey  Knight             Lafourche 
Ivy  Bye                          St.  James 

Teche  District 

79.6 

267.3 

751.2 

1,828.7 

24.9 

8,459 
8,815 
8,121 
7,161 
7,249 

0-199.9  Acres 
200-699.9  Acres 
700-1,499.9  Acres 
1,500+ Acres 
Non  Quota 

David  &  Troy  Freyou    Iberia 
Short  Meat  Farms        St.  Mary 
S&S  Farms                  St.  Mary 
Northside  Planting        St.  Mary 
None 

Northern  District 

28.4 
374.4 
786.7 
2,494 

7,685 
6,794 
6,936 
6,966 

None 

Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning  is 
the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 
loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 
Port  Allen  Opelousas  fg> 

(504)  344-2691       (318)  942-1461 


LATMDBATMK 


LENDER 

(E8half  10/93) 
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ENGINES 

Gasoline  •  Diesel  •  Natural  Gas 
Water  Cooled  •  Air  Cooled 


GENERATOR  SETS 

3-1,000  KW 
Air  Cooled  •  Water  Cooled 


PUMPS 

Irrigation  •  Drainage  •  Volume 
Trash  •  Sump  •  Sumbersible 


Propeller  Pump 


iff 

MSL  ENGINE,  Inc. 


Diesel  Transloader 
Engine 


1212  St.  Charles  St.  •  Houma,  LA  70360 
Phone  (504)  857-8000  •  Fax  (504)  851-0006  •  Toll  Free  1-800-960-0068 


ALL  FARMERS 


You  were  recently  informed  that  "FSA"  will  no  longer  be  handling  your 
"CAT"  crop  insurance.  As  a  result  your  crop  policy  will  randomly  be 
assigned  to  a  crop  insurer  and  an  agent  to  service  your  policy.  But,  you 
have  the  option  of  selecting  your  own  agent.  If  you  have  not  decided 
on  an  agent  yet,  I  would  like  for  you  to  consider  me.  I  have  14  years 
experience  in  the  insurance  business.  I'm  a  servicing  agent  for  the 
"Rain  and  Hail,  L.L.C."  which  is  one  of  the  six  crop  insurance  compa- 
nies. I  have  been  dealing  with  farmers  for  my  entire  14  years  and  prom- 
ise you  fast  and  personal  service.  The  process  of  writing  the  application 
is  very  simple  and  the  price  is  the  same  as  last  year,  $50  per  year  per 
crop  per  parish.  Give  me  a  call  and  I  will  come  to  you. 

Bill  Desormeaux 

(318)  276-6027 
(318)  364-3079 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR.        SALE 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front 

•  Single-row  Broussard  Har- 

wheel drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel 

vester  with  CAT  engine; 

bumper  with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still 

Broussard  Field  Loader  with 

under  warranty  -  $46,700;  1972 

new  style  piler.  $45,000  both  or 

Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 

will  trade  for  2-row  equipment. 

JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist 

Call  (318)  838-2505  or  (318) 

$9,600;  1974  JD  4020  Loader  with 

346-6174. 

attachment  -  $8,300;  Davis  Cane 

Carts  -  2  for  $6,600  and  2  for 
$6,300;  3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt. 
hitch,  openers,  and  extra  blades  - 
$3,850;  3-row  Bottom  Plow  with  3 
pt.  hitch  and  gauge  wheels  -  $650; 

•  3-row  Lilliston  Cultivator;  5-row 
Spray  Boom.  Call  Pat  Accardo 
Farms  at  (318)  836-9370  or 
(318)828-2886. 

16'  Flat  Chopper  w/cylinder  - 
$750;  6'  Case  End  Row  Flat 
Chopper  (parts  only)-  $100;  Sub- 
soiler  -  $300;  1990  Case/  Int'l 
5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $22,500; 

•  1975  Thomson  Harvester;  Tri- 
State  Transloader  with  1980 
Ford  Truck.  Make  offer.  Call 
Harold  (Pounie)  Callahan  at 

3-row  Cultivator  with  3  busting 

(504)  446-2395. 

plows  and  6  shields  &  6  clamps  - 

$2,800.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at 

•  1983  830  4x4  cab  and  air,  new 

(318)365-0014. 

style  air  -  $35,000;  3020  Hi-Crop 

with  Cameco  Loader,  new 

engine  -  $5,000.  Call  J.W. 

Hurdle,  Jr.  at  (504)  749-2892. 

Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 
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Commercial  Members 
of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Hay  market  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

100-A  Wadsworth,  Maurice,  LA  70555 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108, 420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Mastercraft  Fab,  Inc. 

4970  N.  Bayou  Black  Dr.,  Gibson,  LA  70356 

MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy:,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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Step  Up  To  This  Power 


"NEW" 

•  Model  8560  New  Holland  Gemini  Tractors 

•  130  P.T.O.  Horsepower,  4-Wheel  Drive 

•  18  x  6  Range  Command  Transmission 

•  Cab  and  Air 

•  12,300  lb.  Lift  Capacity 

•  Terralock  System  Offers  Choice  of  Manual 
or  Fully-automatic  FWD  or  Differential  Lock 

•  "A  Pleasure  To  Drive" 

Sales,  Service,  Rental  or  Lease 
Serving  the  Industry  Since  1953 

M&L  Industries,  Inc. 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  La.  70360 
(504)  876-2280  •  (800)  969-0068 


Broussard 

3811  Hwy.  90  East 
(318)  837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


Baton  Rouge 

5810  Airline  Hwy. 
(504)  355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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Thinking  about  replacing 

Farm  Equipment? 

Let  us  help! 

ArgentBank  has  developed  a  special  loan  program  to 
provide  sugarcane  farmers  of  Lafourche,  Assumption, 
and  Terrebonne  Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment  at  a  highly  competitive 
interest  rate. 


m 


ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95%  of  the  invoice  at 
interest  rates  ranging  from  850%  to  9 50%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan  and  the  credit 
qualifications  of  the  farmer. 

For  more  information,  call  one  of  our  experienced 
commercial  lenders: 

Donald  Acosta 

Assumption  Parish 
369-7859 


Dan  Landry 

Assumption  Parish 
369-1205 

Robert  Naquin 

Lafourche  Parish 
447-0556 


H 
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Argent 


Tommy  Bourque 

Terrebonne  Parish 

873-3704 


Bank 
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UP        FRONT        WIT  H        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Carrying  the  Load  on  State  Highways 


During  the  past  several  months, 
the  League  has  been  working 
with  Congressman  Richard 
Baker  in  an  attempt  to  gain  legislation 
that  would  provide  those  growers  who 
haul  on  the  interstate  the  opportunity  to 
carry  similar  weight  as  to  what  is  al- 
lowed by  the  seasonal  permit  and 
hauled  on  other  state  highways.  The 
Congressman  has  been  challenged  by 
"safety"  groups  for  wanting  additional 
weights  on  the  interstate  highway  sys- 
tem. He  and  the  League  have  steadfastly 
stood  by  the  fact  that  the  interstate  sys- 
tem is  much  safer  for  transport  of  these 
heavy  vehicles  and  therefore,  it  makes 
more  sense  to  allow  them  to  travel  the 
interstate  rather  than  the  state's  other 
two  lane  roads. 

Prior  to  this  attempt,  as  I  am  sure 
most  of  you  are  aware,  the  Louisiana 
legislature,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Governor's  office,  provided  by  statue 
the  ability  for  sugar  industry  haulers  to 
obtain  a  seasonal  permit  to  carry  the 
heavier  loads.  During  the  past  legisla- 
tive session  other  commodities  asked  for 
the  same  weight  permit,  on  a  seasonal 
basis,  and  were  also  granted  that  privi- 
lege. Even  though  we  have  not  yet  ac- 
complished the  task  of  getting  addi- 
tional weights  on  the  interstate,  via  a 
special  seasonal  permit,  the  League  is 
optimistic  that  Congressman  Baker  will 
be  able  to  get  the  language  adopted  leg- 
islatively. It  is  not  certain  as  to  whether 


the  reauthorization  of  the  highway  bill 
will  be  accomplished  before  this  grind- 
ing season  is  completed,  but  it  is  hopeful 
that  by  next  fall's  harvest  we  might  be 
able  to  see  a  seasonal  permit  for  inter- 
state transporting  of  cane  that  would 
allow  for  the  additional  weights  that  the 
state  presently  provides. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  an  old 
adage  that  I  think  everyone  is  quite  fa- 
miliar with.  That  adage  was  "give  an 
inch  and  they'll  take  a  mile."  It  appears 
that  this  is  becoming  evident  in  this  in- 
dustry. The  law  makers  of  this  state  have 
generously  provided,  not  only  sugar, 
but  other  commodities  with  the  ability 
to  carry  up  to  100,000  pounds  GVW  on 
the  state's  roads.  And  yet,  there  are  those 
that  will  continue  to  exceed  the  100,000 
pound  GVW  limit,  and  not  by  just  a  few 
pounds. 

I  spent  the  better  part  of  an  afternoon 
in  early  October  visiting  with  the  State 
Police  officials  who  handle  weights  and 
standards  on  the  highways.  The  reason 
for  my  visit  was  triggered  by  a  succes- 
sion of  phone  calls  from  growers  and 
truckers  looking  for  assistance  with 
weight  tickets  and  claiming  that  they 
have  been  discriminated  against  or  tar- 
geted by  weights  and  standards.  The 
complaints  range  from  "they  were  nit 
picking  when  I  only  had  several  hun- 
dred pounds  over  the  allowable,"  to, 
"they  are  targeting  my  trucks."  After  the 
time  spent  with  State  Police,  and  know- 


ing  full  well  what  the  Louisiana  legisla- 
ture and  the  state  officials  that  have 
helped  you  with  this  issue  have  been 
through,  it  concerns  me  deeply  that 
there  are  some  in  this  industry  who 
would  continue  to  intentionally  abuse 
the  generosity  shown  to  us  thus  far.  The 
haulers  on  the  interstate  should  be  the 
only  ones  who  still  have  a  problem. 

I  thumbed  through  approximately 
100  issued  violations.  Each  violation  re- 
corded whether  the  owner  of  each  truck 
had  purchased  the  permit,  how  much 
the  vehicle  was  overweight  (per  axle 
and  in  total),  and  the  attitude  of  the  op- 
erator at  the  time  of  the  stop.  The  people 
with  Public  Safety  also  appear  to  know 
who  has  trucks  built  to  carry  excess 
loads.  If  they  wished  to  target  anyone, 
they  know  exactly  where  to  go,  on  any 
given  day  of  the  week,  to  write  all  the 
tickets  that  they  could  possibly  issue. 
The  smallest  amount  of  overgross  that  I 
found  was  4,800  pounds  (approximately 
21/2  tons).  It  was  noted  at  the  bottom  of 
the  citation  along  with  a  note  that  the 
driver's  attitude  was  not  Very  good.  In 
fact,  on  one  particular  ticket,  it  was 
noted  that  the  operator  said  he  was 
"damn  well  not  going  to  pay  the  ticket/' 

The  League  has  and  will  continue  to 
involve  itself  where  necessary  to  help  its 
growers  and  processors  to  gain  effi- 
ciency. Particularly,  if  some  efficiency 
can  be  gained  through  regulation  that  is 
effected  by  law.  To  do  this,  however,  we 
must  go  to  our  legislators.  Both  state  and 
federal.  They  have  other  constituents  to 
which  they  must  answer  as  public  offi- 
cials and  sometimes  what  we  request 
may  be  in  direct  conflict  with  other  con- 
stituent groups;  or,  it  could  be  just  bad 
for  them  politically.  Nevertheless,  they 
have  been  good  to  the  sugar  industry,  as 
well  as  all  of  agriculture.  However,  if 
there  are  those  who  would  continue  to 
violate  the  law  by  either  not  purchasing 


the  permits  or  knowingly  hauling  over 
gross,  or  not  making  sure  that  the  brakes 
on  your  trailers  work,  or  for  treating 
public  officials  like  dirt  for  doing  their 
job  (particularly  when  the  person  they 
have  stopped  is  in  violation)  is,  to  say 
the  least,  blatant  disregard  for  the  law. 
Not  to  mention  blatant  disrespect  for  the 
public  officials  who  have  been  there  to 
help  us. 

I  can  assure  you,  that  if  this  abuse 
continues,  neither  this  industry  nor  the 
other  commodity  haulers  will  have  to 
worry  about  the  purchasing  of  a  special 
permit.  Those  that  would  have  you  haul 
lesser  weights  on  the  highway  will  have 
all  the  ammunition  they  need  to  get  your 
hauling  permits  revoked  and  put  you 
back  at  the  same  weights  that  you  were 
allowed  prior  to  1996.  It  is  far  easier  for 
public  officials  to  revoke  a  privilege 
given  than  it  is  to  grant  it.  If  the  state 
needs  money  (in  the  future)  it  can  get 
more  if  your  hauling  weight  is  in  excess 
of  83-86,000  pounds  rather  than  100,000. 

If  you're  loading  your  truck  so  that 
your  gross  is  over  100,000  pounds  on  a 
state  highway,  you  are  wrong  to  do  it. 
You  may  benefit  personally  in  the  short 
run,  but  I  can  assure  you  it  will  cause 
this  entire  industry  to  suffer  in  the  long 
run.  I  beg  of  each  and  every  one  of  you 
to  be  an  example  setter.  The  sugar  indus- 
try and  its  people  should  be  the  leader 
that  leads  by  example.  Do  what  is  right. 
My  dad  used  to  say  that  "it  is  easy  to  do 
what  is  wrong.  It  takes  more  effort  to  do 
what  is  right!"  So  I  challenge  everyone 
to  make  that  extra  effort.  Do  what  you 
know  is  right.  If  for  no  one  else,  do  it  for 
your  family,  your  friends  and  your 
neighbors.  Remember  those  overloaded 
trucks  are  on  the  same  highways  with 
them  every  day.  You've  been  given  a 
privilege  and  an  opportunity.  Don't 
abuse  the  privilege  and  seize  the  oppor- 
tunity to  show  every  one  that  we  are  a 


responsible  industry. 

We  need  the  extra  weight,  but  not  the 
bad  reputation.  Please  obey  the  law.  It's 
for  you.  But,  it's  also  up  to  you! 


Ramon  E.  Billeaud 

September  11, 1928  -  October  4, 1997 
It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  advise 
you  of  the  untimely  death  of  Ramon 
Billeaud.  An  active  member  of  the  sugar 
industry  who  literally  "had  sugar  in  his 
blood."  The  League's  Board,  staff,  and 
all  of  its  membership  owe  Ramon  a  debt 
of  gratitude  for  his  unselfish  service  on 
our  industry's  behalf.  To  Kathryn,  his 
devoted  wife,  his  children  and  stepchil- 
dren, we  offer  our  deepest  sympathy. 
But,  we  also  thank  you  for  the  time  you 
allowed  him  to  devote  to  an  industry  he 
loved  almost  as  much  as  his  family. 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about. .  .financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 
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FIELD  HARVEST 


PLANTING  SUGAR  C«NE 


RAISING  CANE 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
114  Hwy.  1177 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)  346-6600 


A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 


Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145,  4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 

Electronic  controlled  3 -point  hitch 

Series  40  Detroit  Diesel  466  cu.  inch 

Most  Powerful  Hi-Crop  Ever  Designed 
For  The  Sugar  Industry 

So  Much  More  For  Your  Money! 
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AGCO 
ALLIS 

[ AGCO ] 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative 

25265  Hwy.  1 

Plaquemine,  LA 

(504)  687-2050  fax  (504)  687-0684 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Clinton  Continues  to  Press  for  Fast  Track  Authority 


The  White  House's  campaign  for 
fast  track  trade  authority  contin- 
ues to  mount,  as  the  Senate  Fi- 
nance and  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committees  passed  similar  versions  of 
the  legislation  designed  to  renew  Presi- 
dent Clinton's  ability  to  negotiate  trade 
agreements.  Despite  the  committee 
votes,  final  passage  seems  far  from  cer- 
tain. The  White  House  faces  its  most 
serious  resistance  from  members  of  its 
own  party.  House  Minority  Leader  Rich- 
ard Gephardt  (D-MO)  and  House  Mi- 
nority Whip  David  Bonior  (D-MI)  have 
argued  that  the  United  States  should 
direct  its  attention  to  strengthening  la- 
bor and  environmental  guarantees 
within  existing  agreements  before  seek- 
ing to  negotiate  new  trade  accords.  Sen. 
Byron  Dorgan  (D-ND)  has  been  an  out- 
spoken critic  of  fast  track  in  his  chamber. 
By  allowing  President  Clinton  to 
submit  trade  deals  to  Congress  for  an 
up-or-down  vote,  without  threat  of 
amendment,  fast  track  authority  is 
widely  considered  to  be  essential  to  U.S. 
success  in  upcoming  trade  talks  in  Latin 
America,  as  well  as  in  agriculture  trade 
discussions  currently  being  scheduled 
by  the  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO) 
for  1999.  The  White  House  had  hoped  to 
receive  a  boost  from  the  congressional 
committee  markups  considering  the  leg- 
islation. The  Senate  Finance  Committee 
approved  its  version  by  a  sweeping 
voice  vote,  with  only  Sen.  Kent  Conrad 
(D-ND)  voicing  disapproval,  giving  fast 


track  strong  bipartisan  support.  How- 
ever, despite  personal  lobbying  by  Presi- 
dent Clinton,  most  Democrats  on  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
voted  against  the  legislation.  Only  four 
House  Ways  and  Means  Democrats 
voted  for  approval  as  that  body  passed 
its  version  by  a  24-14  margin. 

USTR  Announces  Allocation  of  FY 
1998  Raw  Sugar  TRQ 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  Charlene 
Barshefsky  recently  announced  the 
country-by-country  allocations  of  the  FY 
1998  Raw  Sugar  Tariff-rate  Quota  (TRQ). 
A  total  of  1.2  million  metric  tons 
(1,322,773  short  tons  raw  value)  will  be 
allocated,  pursuant  to  the  revised  TRQ 
formula  announced  by  the  USDA  in 
September.  The  Dominican  Republic 
was  awarded  the  largest  share  with  an 
allocation  of  196,878  metric  tons.  Brazil 
was  second  with  a  162,201  metric  tons 
allocation.  The  Philippines  and  Austra- 
lia were  allocated  151,015  metric  tons 
and  92,846  metric  tons,  respectively. 

Mexico  has  been  awarded  a  total  al- 
location of  25,000  metric  tons  of  either 
raw  or  refined  sugar,  in  satisfaction  of 
obligations  established  under  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  An  additional  2,954  metric 
tons  of  refined  sugar  has  been  allocated 
to  Mexico,  separate  from  the  NAFTA 
obligations.  The  remainder  of  the  re- 
fined sugar  TRQ  will  be  available  on  a 
first-come,  first-served  basis. 


House  Extends  Transportation 
Projects  for  Six  Months 

The  House  has  approved  a  six 
month,  $11.9  billion  extension  for  the 
Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Effi- 
ciency Act  (ISTEA),  the  primary  trans- 
portation authorization  law,  which  was 
scheduled  to  expire,  while  efforts  are 
underway  to  rewrite  a  more  permanent 
version.  House  Transportation  Commit- 
tee Chairman  Bud  Shuster  (R-PA)  is 
seeking  to  craft  a  new  bill  that  would 
provide  $103.2  billion  over  three  years  to 
improve  and  expand  the  nation's  trans- 
portation systems.  However,  Chairman 
Shuster  's  bill  has  come  under  fire  since 
it  exceeds  by  $27.9  billion  the  funding 
provided  to  transportation  projects  in- 
cluded in  the  recent  balanced  budget 
agreement.  The  extension  will  push  ne- 
gotiations regarding'  Chairman 
Shuster 's  bill  into  1998  unless  Congress 
can  work  out  a  permanent  bill  sooner. 
Senate  leadership  has  called  the  bill 
"probably  the  most  important  thing  we 
have  left"  on  the  1997  calendar. 

October  WASDE  Projects  Increased 
Production 

The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  (USDA)  released  its  October 
WASDE  report,  calculating  a  5.3%  in- 
crease in  domestic  sugar  production 
over  last  year  to  a  total  of  7.635  million 
short  tons,  raw  value.  Beet  sugar  pro- 
duction is  estimated  at  4.3  million  tons, 
a  250,000  ton  increase.  Cane  production 
is  up  132,000  tons  to  3.335  million  tons. 
Projected  ending  stocks  are  1.471  million 
short  tons.  The  USDA's  "Sugar  and 
Sweetener  Situation  and  Outlook  Re- 
port," published  in  September,  indicates 
that  the  largest  increase  in  cane  produc- 
tion is  expected  in  Louisiana  where  pro- 
jections estimate  harvests  of  1.15  million 
short  tons.  Florida  anticipates  a  crop  of 
1.73  million  tons,  up  3%  from  last  year, 


while  Hawaii  should  experience  a  slight 
decline  to  340,000  tons.  Sugarbeet  pro- 
duction should  rise  by  about  8%  over 
last  year's  level.  Total  deliveries  for 
1997/98  should  rise  1.5%  to  9.9  million 
tons.  Consumption  should  reach  9.75 
million  short  tons. 

Congressional  Staff  to  Visit 
Louisiana 

Once  again,  aides  from  both  the  Sen- 
ate and  House,  representing  many  of  the 
legislative  and  committee  staff  most  di- 
rectly involved  with  sugar,  will  travel  to 
Louisiana  between  November  7-9  to 
tour  sugar  cane  fields  and  processing 
facilities  with  members  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League. 

The  annual  trip  gives  these  staffers 
the  opportunity  to  visit  the  Louisiana 
industry  in  order  to  gain  firsthand 
knowledge  of  sugar  cane  research,  har- 
vesting and  processing  operations,  and 
to  meet  League  members. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 

Shop  (318)  585-2437 


Cane  Harvesting    \^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


^  mm 

Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  aliqnment 


insist  k%»ll^^uml 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 

Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Rjchard 

Dry  Weather  -  Crop  Started 
League  Anniversary  -  Bus  Trip 


The  dry  weather  that  slowed  crop 
growth  during  the  late  summer 
has  continued  into  September 
and  early  October.  These  dry  conditions, 
following  several  months  of  high  rain- 
fall caused  the  crop  to  slow  down  and 
even  stop  growing  in  some  fields.  While 
planting  progressed  in  these  dry  condi- 
tions, many  growers  are  now  concerned 
about  seed  cane  which  has  remained  in 
dry  soil  for  three  weeks  and  longer  in 
some  cases.  Most  sandy  land  was  fairly 
well  packed  and  therefore  some  mois- 
ture was  sealed  into  the  row.  However, 
plantings  in  black  land  (clay  soils)  were 
covered  with  "marbles"  in  many  fields 
and  this  created  difficultly  in  packing. 
Some  of  these  fields  may  have  some 
problems  in  the  spring  with  stands  of 
cane.  Rain  finally  did  fall  on  October  14 
when  the  first  significant  cool  front  ar- 
rived; but,  the  moisture  may  have  been 
too  late  for  some  fields.  While  this  indus- 
try has  suffered  more  severe  drought 
conditions  without  serious  losses,  grow- 
ers are  understandably  concerned  about 
plant  cane  stands  following  the  dry 
weather  plantings.  Aggravating  the  cur- 
rent dry  weather  is  the  concern  that 
some  fields  were  dried  out  more  than 
normal  before  planting.  This  was  due  to 
the  extra  efforts  at  seed  bed  preparation 
to  remove  the  grass  cover  resulting  from 
the  summer  rains.  Also,  following  ger- 
mination this  fall,  many  growers  have 
noticed  what  appears  to  be  some  prob- 
lems with  wireworms  reducing  their 
stands.  Whether  the  dry  weather  and 
other  problems  noted  this  fall  will  ulti- 


mately affect  stands  next  spring  will  not 
be  fully  determined  until  germination 
next  March  and  April.  Growers  should 
do  all  they  can  to  make  sure  stands  are 
not  harmed  by  any  other  factors  during 
the  winter  season,  such  as,  weed  compe- 
tition, drainage,  etc. 

Crop  Started 

The  1997  harvest  season  officially 
started  when  Alma  began  crushing  on 
September  25,  1997.  They  had  planned 
to  begin  on  the  23rd,  but  equipment  dif- 
ficulties and  the  possibility  of  rain  forced 
them  to  delay  the  start  until  the  25th. 
This  is  the  earliest  start,  in  at  least  mod- 
ern history,  for  any  factory  in  the  state. 
Over  half  of  the  state's  18  factories  that 
will  grind  cane  this  fall  were  operating 
by  October  1.  As  of  this  writing  on  Octo- 
ber 15,  all  factories  have  begun  the 
crushing  season  making  this  the  earliest 
start  for  the  Louisiana  industry  in  its 
history. 

The  dry  weather  which  is  now  wor- 
rying growers  about  planted  cane  is  also 
causing  concern  with  the  crop  now  be- 
ing harvested.  The  dry  weather  helped 
maturity  but  has  certainly  reduced  stalk 
weight  from  what  it  could  have  been. 
Yields  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane  are  above 
average  as  a  result  of  the  dry  stalks, 
however,  despite  the  dry  stalks,  factories 
are  able  to  recover  the  sugar.  Most  facto- 
ries report  higher  than  normal  yields  of 
molasses  per  ton  of  cane  as  well. 

While  stalk  weight  may  be  reduced 
for  many  growers,  some  who  experi- 
enced adequate  rainfall  are  reporting 


I  I 


high  yields  of  cane  tonnage.  Several  fac- 
tories are  reporting  high  truck  weights 
in  delivered  cane.  At  this  time,  it  is  still 
too  early  to  determine  what  the  final 
yields  will  be,  since  many  growers  are 
still  harvesting  their  problem  fields  and 
low  yielding  material. 

League  Anniversary 

This  year,  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.  completes  75 
years  as  a  corporation  set  up  to  serve  the 
interest  of  sugar  cane  growers,  cane 
sugar  manufacturers  and  cane  syrup 
and  molasses  manufacturers  of  the 
United  States.  On  September  28,  1922, 
the  organization  was  formed  by  mem- 
bers of  three  organizations  who  had  at- 
tempted to  represent  the  interest  of  these 
various  segments  of  the  industry.  The 
organizations  were  the  Louisiana  Sugar 
Planters'  Association,  the  American 
Cane  Growers'  Association,  and  the  Pro- 
ducers' and  Manufacturers'  Protective 
Association.  Their  objective  was  to  form 
a  common  organization  that  could  rep- 
resent the  industry.  The  motto  of  the 
newly  formed  organization  was  "United 
We  Stand;  Divided  We  Fall." 

To  this  day,  the  primary  activities  of 
the  League  continue  to  center  around 
legislation,  research,  and  member  rela- 
tions. Industry  members  should  always 
remember  that  the  League  is  "their  orga- 
nization" and  it  is  here  to  serve  them  in 
a  way  to  make  the  industry  more  pros- 


perous. The  short  and  long  range  objec- 
tives of  the  League  continue  to  focus  on 
issues  that  have  been  deemed  important 
to  growers  and  processors.  The  staff  of 
the  League  always  tries  to  satisfy  its 
members  on  these  various  issues  recog- 
nizing that  we  cannot  make  everybody 
happy  all  of  the  time.  However,  at  vari- 
ous meetings  throughout  the  year,  the 
League  staff  requests  that  input  be  pro- 
vided from  the  membership  to  insure 
that  we  are  taking  care  of  your  interest. 
Any  time  industry  members  have  a 
problem,  it  should  be  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  League  and  we  will  at- 
tempt to  assist  with  that  concern.  The 
League  staff  looks  forward  to  continuing 
to  represent  industry  members  on  the 
many  issues  it  now  addresses  and  hope- 
fully, the  League  will  be  here  to  com- 
memorate another  75  years  of  work  on 
your  behalf. 

Bus  trip 

Next  year,  the  League  will  again 
sponsor  a  bus  trip.  Since  so  many  grow- 
ers have  switched  to  the  combine  sys- 
tem, a  trip  to  the  Florida  industry,  con- 
centrating on  cane  transport,  mill  yard 
handling,  cultural  practices  used  with 
the  combine  and  other  mechanization 
issues,  is  being  planned.  Growers  inter- 
ested in  this  trip,  should  fill  in  the  form 
below  and  mail  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
Details  of  the  trip  will  be  worked  out 
over  the  next  two  months. 


Return  to:  American  Sugar  Cane  League  Bus  Trip 

P.O.  Box  938 
Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70302 

Please  add  my  name  to  the  list  of  interested  participants 
for  the  1998  Florida  Bus  Trip. 


Name:  

Address:  

City,  State  &  Zip: 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Governor  Supports  Extending  Tax 


Gov.  Mike  Foster  said  that  he  will 
support  a  push  to  extend  a  spe- 
cial gasoline  tax  that  is  sup- 
posed to  expire  January  1,  2005.  The 
Transportation  Infrastructure  Model  for 
Economic  Development  program 
(TIME)  increased  the  state's  gasoline  tax 
from  16  cents  to  20  cents  in  1989. 

The  voter-approved  $1.4  billion 
TIME  program  was  created  to  cover  a 
list  of  transportation  projects  around  the 
state.  It  includes  projects  such  as  bridge 
improvement  and  connecting  the  state's 
major  cities  with  four-lane  highways. 
Since  passage,  the  tax  has  generated 
about  $100  million  annually  -  far  short  of 
what  is  needed  to  complete  all  of  the 
projects  by  2005. 

State  Rep.  Juba  Diez,  Chairman  of 
the  House  Transportation  Committee, 
believes  that  the  Governor  is  making  the 
right  decision.  Representative  Diez  said 


that  it  is  important  that  the  tax  be  ex- 
tended soon  so  planning  on  various 
projects  can  begin. 

To  win  passage  of  the  tax  extension, 
the  Governor  feels  that  his  administra- 
tion must  show  that  the  Department  of 
Transportation  and  Development 
(DOTD)  can  do  a  better  job.  Conse- 
quently, the  Governor  said  that  he  may 
consider  the  DOTD  overhaul  in  an  early 
1998  Special  Session. 

Rep.  Diez  also  supports  the 
Governor's  plan  to  reorganize  the 
DOTD.  The  Governor  has  asked  legisla- 
tors to  make  recommendations  about 
possible  restructuring  efforts.  Many  leg- 
islators are  eager  to  examine  the  opera- 
tions and  infrastructure  of  DOTD.  "We 
are  going  to  see  if  we've  got  too  many 
chiefs  and  not  enough  Indians  or  too 
many  Indians  and  not  enough  chiefs," 
Rep.  Diez  said. 
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OT  JLSIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

COMPETITIVE  WORKERS'  COMP  COVERAGE 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 
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Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (31 8)  367-8233 


"TRI 


FAT 


Delta  Chemicals 


Thibodaux,  La. 

(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Wanted:  ]D  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 
ECBBEgg333B 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  ''From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.88  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $12.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 

Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s) 


Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Batvl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 

(318)  237-8902 


HALF  PRICE 


1997  High  Yield  Winners 

(1996  Crop) 


i 
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Mike  Dornier  of  Dornier  Farm 

Top  20  Producer  -  1st  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  -  St.  James 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Jimmy  Garrett 

St.  James  County  Agent  (right) 


Mark  Hymel  of  St.  Rose  Farm 

Top  20  Producer  -  2nd  Place 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Jimmy  Garrett 

St.  James  County  Agent  (right) 


■■<:.- 


, 
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Houston  Gervais  and  Jerry 
McKee  of  Laurel  Valley 
Plantation 

Top  20  Producer  -  3rd  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  -  Lafourche 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Mike  Hebert 

Lafourche  County  Agent  (right) 
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wm  Troy,  Corey  and  Lance 

Thibodeaux  of  Thibodeaux 
H\    Bros.,  Inc. 


A 

m. 


Top  20  Producer  -  4th  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  Assumption 

Rick  Louque 

Assumption  County  Agent  (right) 
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Anthony,   Albert   "Mike"   and        .  ^  f 

Timothy  Aucoin,  and  Cameron    j    w 
Morvant  Jr.  of  M&R  Farms  * 

'l 
Top  20  Producer  -  5th  Place 


faff.  r^mmTmfmi 


Jimmy  Garrett 

St.  James  County  Agent  (right) 
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I  Chad  LeBlanc,  Wayne  Poche 
I  and  Keith  Martin  of  Martin  & 
I  Poche 

Top  20  Producer  -  6th  Place 

Jimmy  Garrett 

St.  James  County  Agent  (fight) 
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David  Webre,  S.J.  "Stan" 
Rodrigue  and  Daniel  Rodrigue 
of  Riverland  Farms 
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Top  20  Producer  -  7th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  -  St.  John 

Larry  Brock 

St.  John  County  Agent  (right) 


Keith  Zeringue  of  Keith 
Zeringue  Farm 

Top  20  Producer  -  8th  Place 

Mike  Hebert 

Lafourche  County  Agent  (right) 
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(kneeling)  Richard  Thomas, 
1     I  Wilbert  Smith,  Clarence 
I   Johnson  Sr.,  (standing)  Al 

(center)  and  Meinrad  Blanchard 
(right)  of  Blanchard  Farms,  Inc. 


% f| 

I  Top  20  Producer  -  9th  Place 


|  RickLouque 

Assumption  County  Agent 
(standing,  left) 
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If  it    #     »■«*  s 


""tit 

jB1  Will  Bolton,  field  manager, 

|?  Pierre  "Pete"  Lanaux,  general 

|  manager,  and  Joseph  Borne, 

I  shop  foreman  of  T.  Lanaux  & 
Son 
***-£'  5.-J-  11= 

>  Top  20  Producer  -  10th  Place 
: 

i,->  Larry  Brock 

^  St.  John  County  Agent  (right) 


Erkle  "Jerry"  and  Harold 
Rodrigue  of  Rodrigue  Planting      B 
Company 

Top  20  Producer  -  11th  Place  ?«»   %k 

M 

Jimmy  Garrett 

St.  fames  County  Agent  (right) 
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|  Ralph  and  Charles  Zeringue 

Top  20  Producer  -  12th  Place 


|H  MikeHebert 

Lafourche  County  Agent  (right) 
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John  Kliebert  and  John  Ory  Jr. 
of  Model  Farm 

Top  20  Producer  -  13th  Place 

Jimmy  Garrett 

St.  James  County  Agent  (right) 
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David  and  Troy  Freyou 

Top  20  Producer  -  14th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  -  Iberia 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Jimmy  Flanagan 

Iberia  County  Agent  (right) 


■■  '     ■ 
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■  David  Webre,  S.J.  "Stan" 

Rodrigue  and  Daniel  Rodrigue 
I      of  Goldmine  Plantation,  Inc. 

f|f  Top  20  Producer  -  15th  Place 

r  V   Larry  Brock 

**•'* :  St.  John  County  Agent  (right) 
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CLASS!  F  I  EDS 

FOR.        SALE 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front 

Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $22,500;  3-row 

wheel  drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel 

Cultivator  with  3  busting  plows  and 

bumper  with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still 

6  shields  &  6  clamps  -  $2,800.  Call 

under  warranty  -  $46,700;  1972 

Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (31 8)  365- 

Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 

0014. 

JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist 

•  Cross  Ties,  $4  each  excellent 

$9,600;  1974  JD  4020  Loader  with 

condition;  older  cross  ties,  $1  each; 

attachment  -  $8,300;  Davis  Cane 

Prentice  Transloader  with  cab  on 

Carts  -  2  for  $6,600  and  2  for 

GM  Truck  with  diesel  engine, 

$6,300;  3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt.  hitch, 

excellent  condition  -$5,000;  1984 

openers,  and  extra  blades  -  $3,850; 

Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  John 

3-row  Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch 

Deere  engine  -  ready  to  cut  - 

and  gauge  wheels  -  $650;  16'  Flat 

$4,500;  91 5  Combine  with  corn  and 

Chopper  w/cylinder  -  $750;  6' 

bean  header,  good  condition  - 

Case  End  Row  Flat  Chopper 

$5,000;  Corn  Header  (5-row)  - 

(parts  only)-  $100;  Sub-soiler  - 

$1 ,500.  Call  Jarreau  Farms  at  (504) 

$300;  1990  Case/lnt'l  5120 

637-4873  or  (504)  625-2429. 

Kampen  Named  Head  of  the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 


Dr.  Willem  H.  Kampen  has  been 
named  head  of  the  Louisiana 
State  University  Agricultural 
Center's  Audubon  Sugar  Institute  effec- 
tive August  1. 

He  replaces  Dr.  Freddie  A.  Martin, 
who  recently  was  appointed  head  ofthe 
Ag  Center's  Department  of  Agronomy. 
Kampen  has  been  an  associate  pro- 
fessor at  the  institute  as  well  as  an  ad- 
junct professor  in  the  departments  of 
chemical  engineering  and  food  science 
since  August  of  1995.  Before  that  he  was 
an  international  consultant  to  the  food 
and  fermentation  industries. 

He  holds  degrees  in  sugar  and 
chemical  engineering  from  two  different 


institutions  in  The  Netherlands.  He  also 
has  two  degrees  from  LSU  -  a  master's 
degree  in  chemical  engineering  in  1974 
and  a  doctoral  degree  in  food  science 
with  a  minor  in  chemical  engineering  in 
1975. 

The  mission  of  the  Audubon  Sugar 
Institute  is  to  perform  (applied)  research 
in  sugar  cane  processing  and  related 
fields,  and  value-added  byproducts  for 
the  ultimate  benefit  of  the  sugar  indus- 
try, especially  in  Louisiana.  Short 
courses  in  process  technology  and  qual- 
ity control  are  offered.  Graduate  stu- 
dents perform  advanced  research  in  the 
areas  of  sugar  technology  and  value 
added  products. 
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Commercial  Members 

of  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the 


.A.  Inc. 


Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Assumption  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  398,  Napoleonville,  LA  70390 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

100- A  Wadsworth,  Maurice,  LA  70555 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Deere  &  Company 

John  Deere  Rd.,  Moline,  IL  61265 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Mastercraft  Fab,  Inc. 

4970  N.  Bayou  Black  Dr.,  Gibson,  LA  70356 

MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

205  Vivian  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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Cane  Harvesting    \^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

DonaldsonvSllc  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 


A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 
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Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145, 4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 

Electronic  controlled  3-point  hitch 

Series  40  Detroit  Diesel  466  cu.  inch 

Most  Powerful  Hi-Crop  Ever  Designed 
For  The  Sugar  Industry 

So  Much  More  For  Your  Money! 
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1  AGCQ 


AGCO 
ALLIS 


Cane  Equipment  Cooperative 

25265  Hwy.  1 

Plaquemine,  LA 

(504)  687-2050  fax  (504)  687-0684 
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WITH        T 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


L  E  A  G  U 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Visits  New  Orleans 


This  past  month,  the  leadership  of 
the  League  met  with  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Dan  Glickman  and 
several  of  his  assistants  in  New  Orleans 
to  discuss  the  administration  of  the 
sugar  program  under  the  new  farm  bill. 
As  all  growers  and  processors  are 
acutely  aware,  the  Department  has  been 
administering  the  program  in  such  a 
way  that  the  price  received  is  at  least  one 
cent,  or  more,  less  than  it  has  been  in 
prior  year(s).  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
members  of  Congress  have  advised  the 
Secretary  and  his  people  that  there  was 
no  agreement,  whatsoever,  during  the 
farm  bill  negotiations  or  deliberations  to 
administer  the  program  whereby  grow- 
ers would  receive  less  than  they  had 
been  receiving;  and  yet,  the  Department 
"continues  down  the  same  road." 

During  the  meeting,  it  was  expressed 
to  the  Secretary  the  grave  concern  that 
we  have.  We  noted  that  our  concerns 
had  been  pointed  out  to  him  during  the 
past  two  comment  periods.  Simply,  his 
stocks-to-use  ratio  has  no  relevancy  or 
connection  in  todays  market  place.  The 
Department  is  using  old  data  and  infor- 
mation to  run  a  new  program.  It  is  not 
that  the  Department  cannot  verify  our 
information.  It  simply  appears  that 
some  people  in  the  Department  are  ei- 
ther ignoring  this  information  or  are 
heavily  influenced  by  people  other  than 
those  for  which  the  program  was  de- 
signed to  assist.  Regardless,  it  is  quite 
frustrating  for  me  and  your  industry 
leaders  who  have  fought  so  long  and  so 
hard  during  the  farm  bill  debate  to  now 


have  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
through  rules  and  regulations  rather 
than  law,  doing  to  our  industry  what  the 
Congress  decided  by  public  debate  and 
vote  that  it  didn't  want  done. 

A.  J  .  "Brother"  LeBourgeois 

For  those  of  you  who  are  unaware, 
A. J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois  of  the 
LASCPI  group  under  went  heart  by- 
pass surgery  at  a  Lafayette,  La.  hospital 
during  the  week  of  November  9.  As  of 
this  writing  (Nov.  18),  he  was  still  hospi- 
talized but  appeared  to  be  doing  quite  a 
bit  better.  It  is  suspected  that  Brother 
will  have  to  go  through  some  rehab  and 
I'm  sure  the  doctors  will  put  him  on  a 
diet.  I  only  ask  of  him  to  ask  the  doctors 
not  to  subject  him  to  "Sugar  Busters!" 
We  at  the  League  wish  Brother  a  speedy 
recovery.  Brother  has  been  the  person 
that  the  League  leadership  has  looked  to 
when  needing  to  understand  fully  the 
marketing  of  sugar  in  Louisiana  and  the 
effects  and  counter-effects  of  sugar  pro- 
duction and  marketing  in  this  country. 
Brother,  from  all  your  friends  in  the  in- 
dustry, we  look  for  your  speedy  recov- 
ery. From  those  of  us  who  depend  on 
you,  we  miss  you  even  more.  So, 
Brother,  if  you  are  reading  this  article, 
get  well  quickly  and  get  back  to  work. 
Too  many  of  us  depend  on  you! 

Another  Record  Year? 

When  the  WASDE  numbers  were 
published  for  October,  it  raised  grave 
concerns  in  my  mind.  When  the  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  came  in  at  14.6%,  and  know- 


ing  that  Louisiana,  Florida,  and  some  of 
the  beet  areas  were  looking  toward  a 
record  year,  one  wondered  where  they 
got  their  numbers.  USDA  was  only 
showing  Louisiana  with  1,150,000  short 
tons  raw  value.  Then  when  the  Novem- 
ber WASDE  reported,  knowing  of  the 
conversations  that  I  had  been  having 
with  mill  managers  and  farmers,  exten- 
sion personnel,  and  others  about  the 
CRS  and  tonnage,  and  USDA  still 
pegged  the  crop  at  1,150,000  STRV  and  a 
stocks-to-use  ratio  of  14.6%. 

Not  only  is  Louisiana  having  an  ex- 
cellent year,  but  the  Floridians  are  ex- 
pecting to  go  over  1.8  million  tons  along 
with  some  beet  growers/processors 
who  are  also  expecting  a  bumper  crop.  If 
this  trend  continues,  it  only  says  to  me 
that  the  Department  does  not  respect 
our  numbers,  or  maybe  they  wish  not  to 
respect  the  opinion  of  those  who  pro- 
duce the  crop.  Regardless,  an  allowed 


tranche  (200,000  tons)  in  January  would 
devastate  the  sugar  market  in  the  United 
States;  and,  I  don't  think  I  have  to  ex- 
plain supply  and  demand  concepts  to 
you. 

The  concern  that  I  have  with  the 
USDA  is  that  there  seems  to  be  a  mind 
set  that  the  program  is  to  be  adminis- 
tered only  to  prevent  forfeitures.  And  it 
appears,  in  their  mind,  that  providing 
American  sugar  producers  with  a  fair 
return  for  their  toil  and  investment  does 
not  register  on  their  radar  screen.  It  is  my 
understanding  that  USDA  will  be  send- 
ing down  an  individual  to  meet  with 
various  people  in  our  industry  in  an  at- 
tempt to  verify  the  crop  estimate  that  has 
been  sent  to  USDA.  We  haven't  lied  be- 
fore and  there  is  no  reason  for  our 
people  to  start  now.  Who  knows?  But,  I 
do  know  that  if  this  crop  stays  on  track, 
Louisiana  will  experience  another 
record  setting  year. 


Mailing  List  Update 

□  Address  change:  Please  attach  the  address  label  from  the 
front  cover. 

□  I  no  longer  wish  to  receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin.  Please 
remove  my  name  from  your  mailing  list. 

Name 


Address 


City 

Mail  to: 


State 


Zip 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 
P.O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


Thinking  about  replacing 

Farm  Equipment? 
Let  us  help! 


ArgentBank  has  developed  a  special  loan  program  to 
provide  sugarcane  farmers  of  Lafourche,  Assumption, 
and  Terrebonne  Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment  at  a  highly  competitive 
E  interest  rate. 
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ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95%  of  the  invoice  at 
interest   rates  ranging  from  8.50%  to  9  50%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan  and  the  credit 
qualifications  of  the  farmer. 

For  more  information,  call  one  of  our  experienced 
commercial  lenders: 

Donald  Acosta 

Assumption  Parish 
369-7859 

Dan  Landry 

Assumption  Parish 
369-1205 

Robert  Naquin 

Lafourche  Parish 
447-0556 

Tommy  Bourque 

Terrebonne  Parish 
873-3704 


Argent 


Bank 


Equal  Housing  Lender 
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SUGAR   MILL 


200th  Year 

Celebration  of 

Raising  Sugar  Cane 

4'  x  6'  Afghan 


Colors: 

Hunter  Green/Off  White 
Cranberry  Red/Off  White 
Williamsburg  Blue/Off  White 

Price: 

$64.80  tax  &  shipping  included 

Distributed  by: 

Ashland  Plantation 
114  Hwy  1177 
Bunkie,  LA  71322 
(318)  346-6600 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  aliqnment 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday-  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Congress  Adjourns  Until  January  1998 


The  105th  Congress  closed  shop  for 
the  year  in  typical  flurried  fash- 
ion, passing  reams  of  legislation 
on  everything  from  appropriations  bills 
to  Amtrak  reorganization.  With  work 
completed  on  all  thirteen  appropriations 
bills,  as  well  as  a  host  of  other  important 
measures,  the  House  and  Senate  ad- 
journed late  on  November  13,  nearly  one 
week  after  their  target  date  of  November 
7.  Both  chambers  are  expected  to  return 
soon  after  President  Clinton's  State  of 
the  Union  address  on  January  27. 

Debates  on  several  contentious  mea- 
sures kept  Congress  in  session  longer 
than  planned.  Chief  among  them  were 
legislation  to  grant  fast  track  authority  to 
President  Clinton,  provisions  in  the  for- 
eign operations  spending  bill  on  interna- 
tional family  planning  and  back  dues 
owed  by  the  U.S.  to  the  United  Nations 
(U.N.),  and  a  controversial  bill  to  extend 
authorization  of  the  primary  federal 
transportation  law  known  as  the 
Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Effi- 
ciency Act  (ISTEA).  Many  of  the  contro- 
versies were  dodged  as  Members  either 
delayed  consideration  of  the  most  hotly- 
contested  bills  or  crafted  temporary 
compromises.  One  such  compromise 
provides  temporary  spending  on  federal 
transportation  projects  while  House  and 
Senate  Members  continue  work  on  a 
long-term  reauthorization  of  ISTEA. 
Conflicts  over  fast  track,  campaign  fi- 
nance reform,  U.N.  back  dues,  and  sev- 
eral political  and  judicial  nominations 
remain  to  be  resolved. 

Already,  Republican  leaders  and 


White  House  aides  have  begun  prepar- 
ing legislative  agendas  for  1998.  House 
and  Senate  Republicans  have  said  they 
would  like  to  focus  on  legislation  de- 
signed to  overhaul  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  and  the  tax  code.  The  Clinton 
Administration  has  announced  its  inten- 
tion to  continue  its  push  for  fast  track 
authority.  But  more  than  legislation  will 
await  Members  when  they  return  in 
January.  Election  primary  campaigns 
will  begin  heating  up  soon  after  the  start 
of  the  year,  as  well. 

House  Delays  Vote  on  Fast  Track 
Until  Next  Year 

The  campaign  to  grant  fast  track 
trade  negotiation  authority  to  President 
Clinton  has  been  postponed  until  Con- 
gress reconvenes  in  January,  affording  a 
brief  respite  to  the  tense  fight  over  the 
direction  of  future  U.S.  trade  relations. 
Facing  certain  defeat  on  the  House  floor, 
a  bill  to  confer  trade  negotiating  powers 
to  Clinton  was  pulled  from  the  floor 
agenda  at  the  last  hour  by  House 
Speaker  Newt  Gingrich  (R-GA),  whose 
Republican  leadership  had  allied  itself 
with  the  White  House  in  the  pro-fast 
track  effort.  President  Clinton  vowed  to 
renew  the  battle  as  soon  as  Congress 
returns  from  its  year-ending  adjourn- 
ment. If  eventually  approved,  fast  track 
authority  will  allow  Clinton  to  negotiate 
trade  deals  with  other  nations  without 
threat  of  revision  by  Congress.  Instead, 
Congress  must  either  ratify  or  defeat 
particular  trade  agreements  in  their  en- 
tirety. 


The  postponement  ended  weeks  of 
nail-biting,  intraparty  squabbling  on 
both  sides  of  the  aisle  and  frantic  lobby- 
ing from  the  highest  levels  in  the  Clinton 
Administration.  Opposition  to  fast  track 
came  primarily  from  House  Democrats, 
led  by  Minority  Leader  Richard 
Gephardt  (D-MO)  and  Minority  Whip 
David  Bonior  (D-MI),  who  insisted  that 
provisions  be  added  to  the  bill  to  protect 
environmental  and  labor  standards.  In 
addition,  a  smaller  cadre  of  House  Re- 
publicans split  with  their  party  to  fight 
fast  track,  forcing  President  Clinton  to 
lobby  undecided  Democrats  to  make  up 
the  difference.  The  House  leadership, 
with  guidance  from  Clinton,  repeatedly 
delayed  scheduled  votes  on  fast  track  in 
hopes  of  securing  more  commitments 
from  the  undecideds.  Tensions  began  to 
rise  as  Members  worked  past  their  target 
adjournment  date  to  conclude  votes  on 
other  important  pieces  of  legislation, 
only  to  run  up  against  a  logjam  created 
by  the  hold  up  on  fast  track.  Yet,  the  bill's 
inevitable  defeat  became  apparent  as  the 
White  House  was  unable  to  sway 
enough  House  Democrats  to  offset  the 
small  group  of  Republicans  who  op- 
posed fast  track.  Observers  estimated 
that  the  push  would  probably  have 
fallen  six  to  eight  votes  short.  President 
Clinton  and  Speaker  Gingrich  have 
pledged  to  continue  their  bipartisan  ef- 
fort to  pass  fast  track  next  year,  though 
observers  are  skeptical  that  fast  track's 
chances  will  improve  during  an  election 
year  when  partisan  posturing  heightens 
and  tough  votes  become  even  tougher. 

November  WASDE  Reports  Rising 
Production 

The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  (USDA)  has  released  its 
November  WASDE  report,  showing  a 
continued  upward  trend  in  domestic 
production  of  raw  sugar.  Cane  produc- 


tion rose  100,000  short  tons,  raw  value, 
while  beet  production  increased  another 
100,000  tons.  Nevertheless,  the  stocks- 
to-use  ratio  was  unchanged,  at  14.6%, 
due  to  decreases  in  beginning  stocks  and 
1997/98  import  projections. 

Congressional  Staffers  Tour  Sugar 
Cane  Operations 

Staffers  representing  personal  and 
committee  offices  of  House  and  Senate 
Members  from  around  the  country  con- 
verged on  Louisiana  recently  to  learn 
about  sugar  cane  harvesting  and  milling 
operations.  Joining  the  Capitol  Hill  aides 
were  sugar  representatives  from  all 
parts  of  the  domestic  production  indus- 
try. 

Tour  participants,  and  the  offices 
they  represent,  were:  Cory  Bemis 
(American  Sugarbeet  Growers  Associa- 
tion); Abby  Carter  (Senator  Mary 
Landrieu,  D-LA);  Tamara  Daniel  (Con- 
gressman Henry  Bonilla,  R-TX);  Susan 
DeKeyser  (Congressman  John  Cooksey, 
R-LA);  Patricia  Doty  (Senator  Thad 
Cochran,  R-MS);  Tom  Hance  (Congress- 
man Virgil  Goode,  D-VA);  Forest  Hayes 
(Congressman  Jose  Serrano,  D-NY); 
Bobbi  Jeanquart  (Congresswoman 
Marcy  Kaptur,  D-OH);  Chris  King  (Con- 
gressman Jim  McCrery,  R-LA);  Rob 
Leebern  (Congressman  Saxby 
Chambliss,  R-GA);  Ben  Noble  (Senator 
Dale  Bumpers,  D-AR);  Justin  Oliver 
(Senator  John  Breaux,  D-LA);  Jeff 
Onizuk  (Congressman  Joe  Knollenberg, 
R-MI);  Scott  Parsons  (Congressman 
Chip  Pickering,  R-MS);  Kevin  Price 
(American  Crystal);  Jim  Richards  (Con- 
gressman Joe  Skeen,  R-NM);  Alisa  Sell 
(Florida,  Texas  &  Hawaii  Sugar  Grow- 
ers); Tim  Taylor  (Congressman  Saxby 
Chambliss,  R-GA);  Fraser  Verrusio 
(Congressman  Richard  Baker,  R-LA); 
and  Dan  Whiting  (Senator  Larry  Craig, 
R-ID). 


Staffers  representing  personal  and  committee  offices  of  House  and  Senate  Members  from  around 
the  country  visited  Louisiana  recently  to  learn  about  sugarcane  harvesting  and  milling  operations. 


Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 


copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 

1      '  !      '  of  $12.00. 


Please  send  me 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.$8  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  pe/book 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name . 

Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.  s) 


Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Botvl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 


(318)  237-8902 


HALF  PRICE 


LEASE  BEFORE  DECEMBER 
DEDUCT  100%  OF  THE  1998 
1997  TAXES.* 

The  New  Holland  8010  high  clear- 
ance tractor  has  the  power  and  clear- 
ance you  need  to  work  in  valuable 
crops  without  damaging  them. 

The  big,  456  cubic  inch  New 
Holland  engine  delivers  96  PTO 
horsepower-  with  the  low-end  torque 
you  need  for  pulling  heavy  loads 
through  mud  or  sandy  soils.  Four 
wheel  drive  is  standard. 

Ample  crop  clearance  of  29  inches 
at  the  drawbar  eliminates  crop  dam- 
age. 


31STAND  YOU  COULD 
LEASE  PAYMENT  OFF  YOUR 

Two  transmissions  are  available:  a 
1 2x3  constant  mesh  that  includes 
creeper  gear  and  a  1 6x4 
DualPower™  with  creeper  available 
through  dealer  installation.  The 
DualPower  transmission  features  a 
power  shift  in  each  of  the  forward 
gears,  allowing  you  to  instantly 
decrease  ground  speed  and  increase 
torque  for  pulling  through  tough  spots. 

Put  a  New  Holland  "8010"  high 
clearance  tractor  to  work  in  your 
fields.  And  get  the  performance  you 
need,  with  a  tax  break  you  deserve. 


1210  St.  Charles  St. 

Houma,  La.  70360 

(504)  876-2280 

(800)  969-0068 


3811  Hwy.  90  East 
Broussard,  La 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


5810  Airline  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 


Call  M&L  for  details  and  consult  vour  tax  adviser. 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Crop  Report  -  RSD  Testing  Service 
El  Nino  -  Keep  Fields  Drained 


As  of  this  writing  in  mid-Novem- 
ber, the  state's  crop  appears  to 
be  one  of  the  best  on  record! 
While  September  and  early  October  pre- 
dictions were  somewhat  dimmed  by  the 
dry  weather  experienced  throughout 
much  of  the  belt,  apparently  there  was 
sufficient  crop  growth  to  allow  for  better 
than  average  tonnage.  The  dry  weather 
also  enhanced  maturity  resulting  in 
higher  sugar  per  acre  yields  than  even 
last  year  for  some  growers.  There  are 
some  parts  of  the  belt  that  are  experienc- 
ing poor  yields,  but  these  appear  to  be  in 
the  minority.  Many  growers  are  report- 
ing yields  at  least  comparable  to  last 
year.  Some  industry  personnel  are  an- 
ticipating that  the  industry  will  produce 
even  more  than  the  1.2  million  tons  of 
sugar  predicted  prior  to  the  harvest  sea- 
son. 

The  dry  weather  experienced 
through  the  middle  of  November  has 
not  only  produced  higher  sugar  yields 
than  expected,  but  also  has  reduced  har- 
vesting costs  from  normal  years.  This 
harvest  season  has  been  the  driest  since 
the  1987  season  and  sugar  yields  com- 
pare favorable  to  that  year.  However, 
tonnage  yields  in  1997  are  considerably 
higher  than  they  were  during  1987.  A 
portion  of  these  yields  are  attributable  to 
the  acreage  being  grown  to  LCP  85-384 
and  other  newer  varieties  as  compared 
to  those  grown  ten  years  ago. 

The  substantial  rains  which  have 


fallen  during  the  middle  of  November 
have  reduced  sugar  recoveries  some- 
what, but  should  allow  for  stalk  weight 
to  improve  since  many  fields  were  very 
dry  at  that  time.  Unless  weather  condi- 
tions deteriorate  during  the  second  half 
of  the  season,  sugar  yields  should  re- 
main good  and  1997  could  finish  as  one 
of  the  best  on  record. 

A  light  freeze  in  the  northern  portion 
of  the  belt  is  occurring  as  this  article  is 
being  written  on  the  night  of  November 
16.  This  should  improve  cane  burning 
and  reduce  trash  in  delivered  cane  sup- 
plies with  little  or  no  cane  deterioration. 

RSD  Testing  Service 

Dr.  Jeff  Hoy  of  the  LSU  Plant  Pathol- 
ogy Department  is  now  operating  the 
Sugarcane  Disease  Diagnostic  Labora- 
tory where  he  is  currently  testing  cane 
stalks  for  Ratoon  Stunting  Disease.  Sev- 
eral consultants  are  also  testing  cane  for 
their  own  clients  at  private  labs.  The 
LSU  laboratory  is  partly  funded  by  the 
League  for  the  benefit  of  the  industry 
and  will  test  for  additional  diseases  as 
assays  and  sampling  techniques  become 
more  reliable. 

It  is  important  that  growers  do  all 
they  can  to  have  their  cane  tested  for  the 
presence  of  this  damaging  bacterial  dis- 
ease. Since  early  testing  (prior  to  plant- 
ing) is  not  as  practical  as  hoped,  testing 
of  field-run  cane  at  this  time  can  at  least 
define  how  well  your  overall  efforts  at 
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ease.  Since  early  testing  (prior  to  plant- 
ing) is  not  as  practical  as  hoped,  testing 
of  field-run  cane  at  this  time  can  at  least 
define  how  well  your  overall  efforts  at 
controlling  this  disease  have  been.  It  is 
important  that  you  test  your  cane  sup- 
ply to  determine  whether  or  not  the  dis- 
ease is  present.  If  you  are  not  using  a 
consultant,  your  county  agent  can  assist 
you  with  proper  procedures  on  collect- 
ing samples.  There  is  a  small  charge  at 
the  LSU  laboratory  to  cover  the  costs  of 
the  materials  used  in  the  testing  proce- 
dures. This  cost,  or  the  price  you  pay 
your  consultant  for  his  testing  service,  is 
a  small  price  to  pay  for  the  valuable  in- 
formation you  can  get  on  the  effective- 
ness of  the  clean  seed  program  you  are 
attempting  to  manage. 

El  Nino 

The  weather  pattern  referred  to  as  El 
Nino,  named  after  the  Peruvian  Christ 
child,  is  currently  in  place.  It  received  its 
name  because  it  was  first  noted  during 
the  Christmas  season.  El  Nino  can  most 
simply  be  described  as  a  warming  of 
Pacific  Ocean  temperatures.  This  is  nor- 
mally caused  by  trade  winds  which  ei- 
ther reverse  direction  or  stop  altogether. 
When  the  warming  ocean  currents  inter- 
act with  other  weather  systems,  changes 
in  normal  precipitation  and  temperature 
patterns  happen  around  the  world.  In 
Louisiana,  an  El  Nino  weather  pattern 
usually  means  increased  winter  and 
spring  rainfall  with  milder  than  normal 
temperatures. 

Predictions  are  that  this  El  Nino  may 
be  one  of  the  most  severe  in  many  years. 
Since  the  prediction  calls  for  increased 
rainfall  this  winter  and  spring,  growers 
should  think  carefully  about  how  fields 
are  treated  this  fall.  Keeping  fields 
drained  and  making  sure  that  all  fields, 
especially  plant  cane  fields,  are  well  cov- 


ered following  heavy  rainfall  should  be 
of  top  priority.  In  the  more  northern  and 
western  areas  that  are  especially  suscep- 
tible to  freezes  in  stubble  fields  that  have 
washed  out  after  heavy  rains,  growers 
may  wish  to  consider  covering  stubble 
fields  if  dry  conditions  allow  the  prac- 
tice. It  should  be  remembered  that  re- 
search conducted  by  Dr.  Ray  Ricaud  at 
LSU  has  shown  that  there  can  be  some 
benefit  to  covering  stubble  in  the  fall, 
immediately  after  harvest.  Badly  eroded 
fields,  following  heavier  than  normal 
rainfall,  can  suffer  from  winter  condi- 
tions. 

The  most  important  practice  that  can 
be  used  at  this  time  in  preparation  for  El 
Nino  concerns  drainage. 

Keep  Fields  Drained 

At  this  time  of  the  year,  it  is  always 
crucial  that  growers  keep  fields  they 
plan  to  keep  for  stubble  next  year  as  well 
drained  as  possible.  Research  has  shown 
over  the  years  the  importance  of  dry 
fields  during  the  winter  season.  Grow- 
ers have  also  seen  that  LCP  85-384  can  be 
hurt,  like  other  varieties,  if  allowed  to 
remain  in  wet  field  conditions.  There- 
fore, growers  should  keep  field  drains 
open  to  remove  the  standing  water  from 
harvested  fields.  This  will  be  especially 
true  if  the  winter  season  turns  wetter 
than  it  currently  has  been.  The  predic- 
tions for  a  wet  winter  and  spring  due  to 
El  Nino  means  that  growers  should  take 
extra  precautions  and  spend  the  time  to 
be  sure  field  drains  are  open.  Growers 
now  have  varieties  that  can  produce 
high  yields  of  cane  and  older  stubble  as 
compared  to  varieties  grown  in  previous 
years.  However,  these  advantages  can 
quickly  disappear  if  fields  are  not  kept 
well  drained.  Be  certain  that  the  drain 
cleaner  passes  all  fields  as  they  are  har- 
vested. 


12 


^ 


PRE-OWNED  TRACTORS 


(D)  U1308T    IH  1066  Tractor,  Hi-Crop, 

125  H.P,  7,800  Hours $7,500 

(D)  U1396D   JD  7400  Tractor,  Hi-Crop,  MFWD, 
Cab/Air,  2,511  Hours,  Power  Quad 
Creeper  Trans.,  320/90RX46  Frt  & 
Rear  Tires,  Combination  3-Row  or 
1/4  Drain  Unit.. $52,665 

(D)  U1440D    FD  7610  Tractor,  86  HE,  2WD, 

ROPS,  1,157  Hours  ..............  SOLD 

(D)  U1439D   JD  4960  Tractor,  MFWD,  Cab.  P/S 
Trans.  1992  Model,  3,900  Hours, 
Front  Fenders,  Quick  Coupler, 
20.8x42R2  Tires  W/ Duals ..  $64,000 : 

(D)  U428D     IH  1066  Tractor,  Hi-Crop,  125  HE, 
Eoly  Saddle  Spray  Tanks, 
5,817  Hours $4,900 

(D)  U1443D   JD  2955  Tractor,  1990, 4WD, 

Mudder,  Cab,  3,477  Hours  .  SOLD 

(D)  U1444D    FD  6610  Tractor,  1995,  72  H.P, 
2  Post  ROPS  W /Canopy,  1,567 
Hours,  Standard  Trans., 
21'  Motrim  Boom  Mower, 
Excellent  Condition $27,500 

(T)  U1275T     IH  1466  Tractor,  1973  Model, 

0  Hours.... $4,860 

(T)  U1278T     JD4230  Tractor,  Hi-Clr, 
Canopy,  1976  Model, 

4,380  Hours, $11,539 

F  REDUCED  to $9,500 

(T)  U1362T    JD  2750  Tractor,  Hi-Clear,  Mudder, 
7,302  Hours $14,000 


PRE-OWNED  TRACTORS 


(D)  U1455D   IH  856  Tractor,  Hi-Clear, 

1970  Model $4,500 

(DJU1456D  JD  7400  Tractor,  Hi-Crop,  MFWD, 
Cab/ Air,  2,636  Hours,  P/Q  Trans., 
Corner  Post  Muffler,  Right  &  Left 
Hand  Door,  Air  Ride  Seat, 
300  Gallon  Front  Poly  Tank, 
Power  Train  Warr.  till 
Feb,  24, 1999! $53,000 


IMPLEMENTS 


(T)  U1366T 

(D)U1304T 


RB1572  LP  Rear  Blade,  6' $275 

TP  15  Hay  Fork,  Bale  Spike 

Missing.,. $250 

(D)  U1449D  JD  1418  Integ.  Rotary  Cutt.,  1991 

Flat  Blades SOLD 

(D)  U1450D  JD  1418  Jnteg.  Rotary  Cutt.,  1992 

Flat  Blades SOLD 

<T>n0208       VI KM240  Mower  Cond., 

Vicon  8' $5,570 

(T)  U1165T    FN  850  NH  RND  Baler,  1800# 

Bales,  1978 ..  $3,695 

(T)  U1270T    VC 1511  Round  Baler,  1991 

Vicon $6,800 

(TJU1281T    JD  331  Disk  Harrow, 

237  Disk $4,375 

(T)  U1291T  IH  23  Side  Del  Rake,  1991 ....  $2,000 
(D)  D000009  JD  390  Flail  Mower, 

26"  Offset $3,597 

Used  Equipment  Financing  Available 


EQUIPMENT  COMMm  INC 


(D)  Donaldsonville  (800)  526-7639 
(T)  Thibodaux  (504)  446-5061 
(L)  LaPlace  (800)  526-5990 
(M)  Monroe  (800)  524-9118 
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Sell  it  fast! 

Call  (504)  448-3707 

to  place 

your  classified  ad 

in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 


Long  Pest 
Management,  Inc. 

Insect,  Weed  &  Disease  Management 

Soil  Testing  &  Fertilizer  Management 

Record  Keeping  &  Crop  Management  Services 

Henry  Long,  Ph.D.,  Senior  Consultant 

Dan  Long,  Assistant  Consultant 

Stephanie  Borne,  Technician 

J.  Pontif  &  L.  Guillot,  Scouts 

P.  0.  Box  1193,  720  Hwy.  308,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  446-3520  (office)  (504)  449-61 70  (mobile) 


Sugar  Cane  Scenes"  by  Martin  J.  Benoit,  WFA 

*  Four  2.5"x4.5"  Pen-&-Ink  images  on  ll"xll"  paper 

*  Limited  to  1000  Signed  &  Numbered  prints 

*  Black  &  White  -  $20.00  *  Handcolored  -  $40.00 

*  Includes  Certificate  and  History  card 

*  Catalog  of  other  works  sent  with  order 

*  Great  Christmas  gift  idea! 

ORDER  BY  MAIL,  PHONE,  OR  FAX 
Check,  money  order,  or  credit  cards  accepted 

SEND  YOUR  ORDER  TO: 

Martin  J.  Benoit,  WFA 

P.O.  Box  792  *  Covington,  LA  70434 

*** 

Phone  or  Fax  (credit  card  orders  only): 

(504)  892-8064 


Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about... 
financing  to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve  land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 


If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

of  South  Louisiana 
Opelousas  Port  Allen 

(318)  942-1461        (504)  344-2691 


LAND  BANK 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 
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HE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Officials  Eye  Fiscal  Session 


State  Officials  are  preparing  for  the 
1998  Fiscal  Session.  Even-num- 
bered year  sessions  can  only  ad- 
dress fiscal  issues  as  defined  by  the  con- 
stitution. That  means  taxes! 

Lawmakers  are  closely  reviewing 
two  specific  tax  proposals  at  this  time. 
First,  the  Transportation  Infrastructure 
Model  for  Economic  Development 
(TIME)  program,  which  would  extend 
the  4-cents-per-gallon  gas  tax  past  the 
2004  deadline.  The  TIME  program  was 
created  in  1989  to  link  Louisiana's  major 
cities  with  four-lane  highways.  Officials 
say  that  the  tax  should  be  extended  for  at 
least  seventeen  years  because  the  origi- 
nal estimated  costs  were  not  correct.  The 
original  estimates  were  at  $1.4  billion. 
The  program  is  now  estimated  at  $2.6 
billion  —  $1.2  billion  higher. 

Secondly,  some  legislators  are  con- 
sidering reinstating  the  one-cent  sales 
tax  on  groceries  and  utilities  to  give 
teachers  a  pay  raise.  This  is  expected  to 
be  a  tough  battle  because  lawmakers 


refused  to  keep  the  penny  on  the  books 
this  year.  Each  penny  of  the  current  3- 
cent  tax  generates  approximately  $110 
million  in  revenues.  Senate  President 
Randy  Ewing  of  Quitman  said  that  he 
will  support  efforts  to  reinstate  the 
penny.  He  also  knows  that  this  effort  is 
going  to  be  met  with  a  great  deal  of  resis- 
tance. 


Other  News 

Prior  to  the  Regular  Session  which 
will  convene  April  27,  lawmakers  may 
have  to  deal  with  two  Special  Sessions. 
As  it  appears  now,  legislators  may  call 
themselves  into  the  first  Special  Session 
to  address  the  casino  contract.  The  sec- 
ond will  be  determined  by  Governor 
Foster.  These  issues  may  include  the  cre- 
ation of  a  community  college-vocational 
technical  system,  overhauling  the  state 
civil  service,  and  restructuring  the  De- 
partment of  Transportation  and  Devel- 
opment. 
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Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


TRI. 

■STATS 

Delta  Chemicals 

Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)473-7927                    ; 
Satellite  Plant 

Wanted:  jD  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South  PCA 


Andy  Andolsek 

Thibodaux 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
G.E.C,  Inc. 


Clean  Air  Update 


Most  everyone  wants  to  hear  the 
bad  news  first,  and  then  re- 
lieve the  pain  with  good  news. 
In  the  clean  air  regulatory  situation,  the 
bad  news  is  there  is  no  good  news. 
Please  do  not  try  to  relieve  pain  by 
shooting  the  messenger. 

As  indicated  in  the  August  1997  is- 
sue of  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  the  U.S.  Envi- 
ronmental Protection  Agency  (EPA)  ig- 
nored all  the  scientific,  economic,  social 
and  political  objection,  and  adopted  re- 
vised ambient  air  quality  standards  that 
are  unnecessarily  stringent  and  mostly 
unachievable.  Congressional  leaders 
had  expressed  objections  but  did  not 
interdict;  however,  it  is  still  possible  that 
Congress  may  require  that  EPA  produce 
some  genuine  evidence  that  the  pro- 
posed changes  are  more  beneficial  than 
harmful  to  health,  and  that  the  cost  of 
achieving  any  actual  benefits  is  afford- 
able. There  is  little  to  fear  from  an  objec- 
tive and  scientific  appraisal,  but  that  is 
simply  not  the  way  things  are  done  at 
EPA. 

The  adoption  of  a  "PM25"  standard  is 
the  matter  of  most  immediate  concern  to 
the  sugar  industry.  Stringent  interpreta- 
tion of  the  new  standard  and  prospec- 
tive implementing  regulations  could 
severely  restrict  or  prohibit  agricultural 
and  forestry's  beneficial  burning.  The 
cane  sugar  industry  needs  to  aggres- 
sively and  conscientiously  implement 
the  latest  smoke  management  guideline 
to  minimize  impact  of  burning  opera- 
tions on  ambient  air  quality,  and  to  urge 
Congress  to  ascertain  that  whatever  is 


done  in  the  way  of  new  air  quality  regu- 
lations is  really  beneficial,  desirable  and 
affordable. 

Concurrently,  EPA  is  also  in  the  pro- 
cess of  developing  new  rules  for  indus- 
trial combustion  devices  (boilers,  heat- 
ers and  incinerators).  The  sugar  industry 
has  a  representative  on  the  committee 
advising  EPA  on  rules  for  boilers.  A 
major  concern  is  whether  bagasse  boil- 
ers are  to  be  considered  "waste  incinera- 
tors" and  thus  incur  the  wrath  of  all  true 
believer  environmentalists.  It  now  ap- 
pears that,  for  the  time  being,  it  is  con- 
ceded that  bagasse  is  a  boiler  fuel  and 
not  a  waste  material,  but  the  matter  is 
not  finally  resolved.  The  EPA  does  not 
want  a  separate  classification  for  ba- 
gasse fueled  boilers,  because  of  fear 
other  interests  will  demand  special  at- 
tention. Environmentalists  consider  all 
combustion  devices  as  major  resources 
of  toxic  and  hazardous  air  pollutants, 
and  boilers  burning  bagasse  are  guilty 
by  association  (with  coal  furnaces,  for 
instance). 

It  is  the  suspicion  that  bagasse  boil- 
ers are  a  source  of  significant  toxic  and 
hazardous  emission  that  is  causing 
problems  for  the  sugar  industry.  While 
there  is  evidence  that  the  mass  of  uni- 
dentified bagasse  boiler  emissions  is  so 
low  that  significant  amounts  of  hazard- 
ous emissions  are  impossible,  environ- 
mentalists will  not,  or  perhaps  cannot, 
understand  the  simple  mathematics  and 
logic  proving  the  point.  Environmental- 
ists are  insisting  on  intensive  emission 
(stack)  testing  to  pinpoint  the  exact 
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amount  of  every  toxic  material  that  can 
possibly  be  emitted  in  every  boiler/in- 
cinerator situation.  The  fact  that  the  cost 
of  such  testing  is  enormous  and  could 
bankrupt  some  industrial  establish- 
ments is  of  no  concern  to  environmental- 
ists, because  they  would  rather  such  in- 
dustries not  operate  in  the  first  place. 

What  is  really  to  be  feared  on  the 
boiler  rulemaking  front  is  that  standards 
for  new  or  remodeled  boilers  built  after 
1999  will  be  required  to  meet  very  strin- 
gent operating  requirements  and  emis- 
sion standards,  and  that  very  expensive 
stack  tests  to  verify  actual  hazardous 
emission  rates  will  be  required.  Also, 
boilers  will  most  likely  be  required  to 
install  continuous  operation  monitoring 
and  recording  systems  such  as  continu- 
ous 02  and  CO  analyzers. 

In  the  shorter  term,  tighter  boiler 


controls  can  be  expected  when  Title  V 
permits  are  issued  to  sugar  mills.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  sugar  mill  that  has  been 
issued  a  Title  V  permit,  but  these  will 
most  likely  be  issued  before  the  1998 
grinding  season.  These  permits  will,  at  a 
minimum,  require  careful  monitoring 
and  reporting  of  fuel  feed  rates  (and /or 
steam  production)  and  some  kind  of 
combustion  control  system.  Obviously, 
operating  costs  are  going  up  sharply. 

The  net  affect  of  the  developing 
regulatory  situation  is  that  rules  allow- 
ing "seat  of  the  pants"  operation  of  boil- 
ers are  ending  rapidly,  and  bagasse  boil- 
ers are  going  to  be  required  to  operate 
continuously  at  peak  efficiency  (and 
minimal  air  pollution)  and  any  bagasse 
not  needed  for  steam  production  must 
be  recovered  for  sale  or  donation  to 
other  legitimate  users. 


Merry  Christmas 

and  a 

New  Year 


from  tne 


American 

Sugar  Cane 

League 

206  E.  Bayou  Road 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
(504)448-3707 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 

Shop  (318)  585-2437 
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CANE  GROWERS! 


GRAMOXONE"  EXTRA 

herbicide  can  be  used  in  sugar 
cane  in  Louisiana  prior  to  crop 
emergence  (prior  to  emergence  of 
new  growth)  to  control  over- 


GRAMOXONE  EXTRA  aids  in 
drying  and  warming  of  the  seedbed  by 
;    eliminating  winter  vegetation,  which  in 
I    turn,  reduces  root  rot  and  promotes 
shoot  development. 

OTHER  BENEFITS  INCLUDE: 

■  reduces  competition  for  plant  nutrients 

from  over-wintering  weeds 
■  fast-acting 
effective  under  a  broad  range  of  temperatures 
tankmix  flexibility 
rainfast  within  30  minutes 
cost-effective 


For  more  information,  contact  your 
local  dealer,  consultant,  extension 
agent  or  Zeneca  representative. 


996.  Zeneca  Inc.  A  business  unit  of  Zeneca  Inc. 
GRAMOXONE"  is  a  trademark  of  a  Zeneca  Group  Company. 
Ag  Products  Gramoxone  Extra  is  a  restricted  use  pesticide.  Farm  Safely.  Aiwa} 

read  and  follow  label  directions. 


eMMeIMeUejJc^ 


19 


1997  High  Yield  Winners 

(1996  Crop) 


Daniel  and  Warren  Porta  of 
D&W  Porta 

Top  20  Producer  -  16th  Place 

Jimmy  Garrett 

St.  James  County  Agent  (right) 


4''     > 

1 1  il 


ram., 

SI' III 


r  -     v.     ■ 


P]  Don  and  Mark  Bergeron  and 
l|  Richard  Douglas  of  Bergeron/ 
%    1  Walton  Partnership 

1 

J  Top  20  Producer  -  17th  Place 

Rick  Louque 

Assumption  County  Agent  (left) 
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Charles  Jr.,  Dickie  (youngsters 
Lee  above  and  Sam  on  ground), 
.    Charles  Sr.  and  Greg  Gravois  of 
Blackberry  Farms 

Top  20  Producer  -  18th  Place 

Jimmy  Garrett 

St.  James  Count}/  Agent  (right) 


*"'^\ 


"k .'  \ 


Wendell    Albarado    of    HI-LO 
Farms,  Inc. 

Top  20  Producer  -  19th  Place 

Mark  Tassin 

Iberville  County  Agent  (right) 


#;tff 


Wte    ... 


-■sS 


Denis  Knobloch  Jr.  and  Warner 
Triggs  Jr.  of  Denis  Knobloch  Jr. 
jg  Farms 

mm 

Top  20  Producer  -  20th  Place 

111  Mike  Hebert 

I  Lafourche  County  Agent  (left) 
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Brent  Barbier  and  son,  Ross 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  Ascension 


V  Jimmy  Garrett 

•'  .wife '\  t  Ascension  Coun 


County  Agent  (right) 


Ray  Allen  Girouard 


'%M$yB- 
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Top  Parish  Producer  -  Lafayette      l:; 

81,1      ' 


A;  Bis 


Stanley  Dutile 

Lafayette  County  Agent  (center) 

Alfred  Guidry 

St.  Martin  County  Agent  (right) 


*mm 


■■. 


-mm.. 


mm 
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Eric  and  Daniel  Dupont 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  St.  Martin 

Alfred  Guidry 

St.  Martin  County  Agent  (right) 
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Clint,  Jackie  and  Chad  Judice 
and  Brandi  Theriot  of  Northside 
Planting  Co. 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  St.  Mary 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Don  Fontenot 

St.  Mary  County  Agent  (right) 


Iff      t         */      ?■  .    V 


Jerald,  Eric,  Donald,  Wallace 
and  Jody  Landry  of  Landry 
Bros.  Farms 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  Terrebonne 

Barton  Joffrion 

Terrebonne  County  Agent  (right) 


*;%>, 


'  :■'  'V,-, 


?     -  Godfrey  Knight  of  Godfrey 

(|  Knight  Farms,  Inc. 

-  - 

I  District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


.^jf'<>'  ■"**«»       JV^tJs 


Mike  Hebert 

Lafourche  County  Agent  (right) 
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Ivy  Bye 


District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


I  Jimmy  Garrett 

St.  James  County  Agent  (right) 


Mark  Patout  and  Karl  "Tony" 
Fortier  Jr.  of  Short  Meat  Farms 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Don  Fontenot 

St.  Mary  County  Agent  (right) 


W  Jamie  and  Donald  Segura  of 
S&S  Farms 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Don  Fontenot 

t  St.  Mary  County  Agent  (right) 
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Quality  Industries,  Inc.  says 

Thank  foa  and 
ff appy  ft  off dayi  to  fill! 


Thanks  to  the  sugar  industry  for  the  support  given  to 
Quality  Industries  in  the  development  of  sugar  cane 
transportation  equipment  for  Louisiana. 

The  success  we  experienced  this  year  is  a 
result  of  the  sugarcane  farmers  and  sugar 
mill  operators  who  placed  their  trust  and 
confidence  in  Quality  Industries.  The 
ideas  and  feedback  we  received  greatly 
contributed  to  the  design  and  development 
of  our  equipment. 


Tony  Collinson 

Sales 


A  special  thanks  to  the  many 
sugar  industry  customers  who 
showed  their  support  of  Quality 
with  the  purchase  of  over  130 
cane  wagons  and  trailers. 


INDUSTRIES,  INC 


Amphibious  Equipment 

Drainage  Pumps 
Sugarcane  Equipment 


118  West  Main  Street 

P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

(504)447-4021 
FAX  (504)  447-9478 

l_800-447-8403 
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A  S  S  I  F  I  E  D  S 


FOR.        SALE 


•  Cross  Ties,  $4  each  excellent 
condition;  older  cross  ties,  $1 
each;  Prentice  Transloader  with 
cab  on  GM  Truck  with  diesel  engine, 
excellent  condition  -$5,000;  1984 
Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  John 
Deere  engine  -  ready  to  cut  - 
$4,500;  915  Combine  with  corn 
and  bean  header,  good  condition  - 
$5,000;  Corn  Header  (5-row)  - 

$1 ,500.  Call  Jarreau  Farms  at  (504) 
637-4873  or  (504)  625-2429. 

•  IH  1066  Hi-Clearance,  cab  and  new 
paint;  IH  1466  with  cab  air  condition- 
ing units  also;  Broussard  Loader 
with  chain  piler  and  backhoe,  new 
engine  and  paint;  3-Tandum  Cane 
Dump  Wagons.  Call  Russell  Judice 
at  (318)  394-4727. 

•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new  style 
air -$35,000.  Call  J.W.  Hurdle,  Jr. 
at  (504)  749-2892. 


•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front 
wheel  drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel 
bumper  with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still 
under  warranty  -  $46,700;  1972 
Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 
JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist 
$9,600;  1974  JD  4020  Loader  with 
attachment  -  $8,300;  Davis  Cane 
Carts  -  2  for  $6,600  and  2  for 
$6,300;  3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt.  hitch, 
openers,  and  extra  blades  -  $3,850; 
3-row  Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch 
and  gauge  wheels  -  $650;  16' Flat 
Chopper  w/cylinder  -  $750;  6'  Case 
End  Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts 
only)- $100;  Sub-soiler  -  $300; 
1990  Case/  Int'l  5120  Maxum,  3490 
hrs.  -  $22,500;  3-row  Cultivator 
with  3  busting  plows  and  6  shields  & 
6  clamps  -  $2,800.  Call  Randy 
Gonsoulin  at  (318)  365-0014. 


Bus  Trip ... 

concentrating  on  cane  transport,  mill  yard  handling  and  cultural  practices  used 
with  the  combine  and  other  mechanizations  in  the  Florida  industry  is  being 
plannd  for  next  year.  If  you  are  interested  in  joining  us,  return  this  slip  to: 


American  Sugar  Cane  League  Bus  Trip 

P.O.  Box  938 

Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70302 

Please  add  my  name  to  the  list  of  interested  participants 
for  the  1998  Florida  Bus  Trip. 

Name: 


Address: 


City  State  &  Zip: 
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Farm  Division 

Owned  and  Operated  by  Southern  Gentlemen 


Gentlemen, 

In  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  Cane  industry,  (Bayou  Fabricators 
is  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  opened  a  new  Farm  Equipment  Division. 

We  are  currently  offering  cane  trailers  for  field  operations.  The  wagons 
will  have  the  automatic  hydraulic  dumping  features,  and  will  hold  up  to  10  Tons. 
We  also  offer  a  14  Ton  unit  which  will  be  available  on  a  special  order  basis. 

In  order  to  fulfill  the  needs  of  our  customers,  we  have  consulted  many 
farmers  and  engineers,  and  we  feel  we  have  the  best  designed  wagon  available.  In 
our  discussions  with  our  customers,  we  feel  that  we  have  eliminated  many  of  the 
problems  encountered  with  earlier  models. 

We  have  been  in  the  fabrication  business  for  over  20  years  and  will 
produce  a  wagon  that  will  provide  many  years  of  trouble  free  operation.  However, 
each  wagon  will  come  with  a  one  year  manufacturer's  warranty. 

Thank  You 


Customized  Metal  Fabrications 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764-  Office:  504-659-2427  -  FAX  504-659-2858 


M.J.  NAQUIN  INC. 

Ag  Power  &  Machinery  Service 


The  New  White  6144  High  Clearance  Is  A 
GIANT  Step  Above  The  Rest 

Features  include  a  165  H.R  Cummings  engine,  with  32  forward,  32 
reverse  power  shift  transmission.  Tire  sizes  are  20.8  x  42  R2  rear  and 
12.9  x  56  front,  which  gives  a  34"  clearance  under  the  drawbar.  Avail- 
able in  two  and  four  wheel  drive,  with  an  electric  controlled  3  point 
hitch  that  has  a  lift  capacity  of  12,000  lbs. 

Shown  with  the  6144  is  a  High  Clearance  3  Row  Cultivator  with 
22"  blades,  off-bar  attachments,  dirt  shields,  middle  busters  and 
adjustable  furrow  moldboards,  which  is  built  in-house. 

COME  BY  AND  SEE! 

205  ARMS  STREET  •  THIBODAUX,  LA  70301 


(504)  447-3296 


FAX:  (504)  446-3401 
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M        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Hectic  Business  of  Sugar  Continues 


This  past  month  has  been  again  an- 
other hectic  month.  Although  the 
Congress  has  adjourned  and  gone 
home,  the  harvest  has  been  in  full  swing 
and  we  have  had  people  from  Washing- 
ton in  and  out  of  Louisiana.  One  of  the 
recent  visits  was  that  of  John  Love, 
Chairman  of  the  Interagency  Sugar  Esti- 
mating Committee;  and,  as  such,  was  in 
Louisiana  to  verify  production  numbers 
for  this  year's  crop.  As  indicated  in  last 
month's  Bulletin,  this  crop  will  set  an- 
other record  for  Louisiana  production  as 
have  the  crops  in  the  last  several  years. 
I  spent  three  days  with  Mr.  Love  con- 
necting him  with  researchers  and  scien- 
tists, growers,  processors,  farmers,  con- 
sultants, and  even  some  U.S.  Govern- 
ment Agricultural  Statistic  gatherers  in 
Louisiana.  Upon  his  departure,  after  vis- 
iting with  numerous  people  and  show- 
ing him  the  crop  personally,  I  felt  quite 
comfortable  that  if  he  had  any  amount  of 
input  in  the  determination  of  the  De- 
cember WASDE  numbers  the  Louisiana 
numbers  would  reflect  a  tremendous  in- 
crease over  what  the  Department  pro- 
jected in  previous  months  (previous  in- 
dication was  a  crop  of  1.150  STRV).  All 
the  indicators  have  pointed  to  a  crop  of 
no  less  than  1.3  million  tons.  All  indica- 
tions at  the  time  of  this  writing  are  still 
indicating  1.3  million  tons.  The  estimat- 
ing committee  erred  on  the  conservative 
side  and  allowed  Louisiana  an  addi- 
tional 100,000  tons,  or  1.250  million 
STRV. 


This  in  itself  should  have  been  ad- 
equate to  bring  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  to 
such  a  level  that  a  tranche  would  not  be 
triggered  in  January.  As  you  all  know, 
the  only  effect  of  bringing  in  more  sugar 
is  a  downward  trend  (and  sometimes  a 
downward  race)  of  the  price  of  #14's 
(raws).  To  say  that  I  am  disappointed  in 
the  work  done  by  the  committee  is  to  be 
polite.  At  the  same  time  they  proposed 
Louisiana's  production  to  be  an  addi- 
tional 100,000  tons,  someone  decided 
that  it  was  necessary  to  increase  other 
estimates  which  adversely  affected  our 
numbers.  I  am  not  inferring  that  some- 
one is  trying  to  "cook"  the  numbers,  but 
it  still  seems  to  confuse  me  that  every 
time  it  appears  that  our  production  will 
be  larger,  someone  on  the  consuming 
side  decides  that  Americans  are  defi- 
nitely going  to  eat  more  sugar  during 
the  next  month.  I'm  sure  this  is  coinci- 
dental! But  it  seems  to  be  a  regular  oc- 
currence. 

Over  the  past  year  and  a  half,  since 
the  implementation  of  the  trigger 
mechanism  for  determining  sugar  im- 
ports, the  Department  has  consistently 
managed  the  program  in  a  way  that  the 
growers'  price  is  down  over  previous 
years.  It  behooves  me  to  point  out  that 
we  fought  a  very  hard  and  long  battle 
against  the  commercial  users  and  the 
refiners  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  and  were  successful  in  accom- 
plishing the  passage  of  a  farm  bill  that 
contains  a  sugar  policy.  That  policy  did 


not  reduce  the  support  level  that  we 
have  been  living  with  for  the  last  15 
years. 

In  essence,  the  cost  of  living  has  re- 
duced returns,  and  the  cost  of  doing 
business  has  really  taken  its  bite  out  of 
our  profits.  Now,  administratively,  what 
the  commercial  users  and  refiners  were 
not  able  to  accomplish  through  the  Con- 
gress and  legislation,  they  are  appar- 
ently managing  to  accomplish  through 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the 
administration  of  sugar  policy.  To  say 
that  I  am  frustrated  or  aggravated 
would  be  a  mild  expression  of  my  feel- 
ings after  receiving  this  morning's 
WASDE. 

I  have  visited  with  our  Washington 
reps  and  the  League's  leadership,  as 
well  as  Paul  Borron  this  morning,  and 
we  will  pursue  a  conference  call  this 
same  day  (December  11)  to  determine 
strategy  and  formulate  an  action  plan  to 
let  our  feelings  be  known,  to  not  only  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  but  also  to 
our  Congressional  delegation  and  any- 
one else  that  will  listen.  To  use  the  ex- 
pression that  we  "won  the  battle  but  we 
haven't  won  the  war"  would  probably 
be  appropriate  at  this  time.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  I  thought  the  war  was  the  pas- 
sage of  the  farm  bill  in  1996  apparently  is 
not  the  case.  It  appears  now  that  it  was 
only  a  battle.  But,  to  use  another  famous 
quote,  "we  have  not  yet  begun  to  fight!" 

Undersecretary  Gus  Schumaker 

USDA's  Undersecretary  for  Farm 
and  Foreign  Agricultural  Services  vis- 
ited in  Louisiana  at  the  invitation  of 
Commissioner  Bob  Odom  and  both 
Senators  John  Breaux  and  Mary 
Landrieu.  He  paid  a  visit  to  the  Louisi- 
ana industry  on  December  10.  The 
Undersecretary  is  a  former  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, is  production  agriculture  oriented. 


During  his  visit  it  was  pointed  out  to  Mr. 
Schumaker  that  the  Department  of 
Agriculture's  concern  should  be  with 
production  agriculture  and  that  our  con- 
cerns are  that  the  Department  appeared 
to  be  more  concerned  about  sugar 
policy's  effects  on  sugar  refiners  and 
food  processors  rather  than  on  the 
people  in  agriculture  for  whom  the  De- 
partment was  established  to  help. 

Regardless,  Mr.  Schumaker  was  re- 
ceptive to  our  information  and,  I  felt, 
sincerely  interested  in  our  plight  and 
our  concern  with  the  Administration  of 
the  sugar  program  by  his  Department. 
Since  he  is  the  person  that  technically  is 
responsible  for  the  administration  of 
sugar  policy  in  this  country,  it  is  my 
hope  that  he  will  analyze  the  current 
situation  and  do  his  best  to  be  fair  to  the 
American  sugar  growers.  He  like  us  will 
probably  have  a  tough  row  to  hoe  in  this 
regard,  but  my  impression  is  that  if  he 
believes  that  the  program  is  not  being 
administered  in  accordance  with  the  law 
that  he  will  do  everything  in  his  power 
to  move  it  in  that  direction.  That's  my 
impression,  and  I  hope  my  gut  feelings 
are  correct. 

Annual  meeting 

Don't  forget  that  the  Annual  Meeting 
will  be  at  the  end  of  February.  We  have 
invited  Governor  Foster  to  speak  and 
are  awaiting  word  from  his  office  as  to 
whether  he  will  be  able  to  or  not.  Thus 
the  annual  meeting  will  be  scheduled  for 
Wednesday,  February  18,  or  for  Thurs- 
day, February  26,  1998. 

Until  next  month,  I  hope  your  har- 
vest was  successful  and  profitable.  I 
hope  that  everyone  pays  attention  to 
safety,  as  this  year  was  not  one  of  the 
better  years  for  some  of  the  workers  in 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 

A  belated  Merry  Christmas  and 
Happy  New  Year's  to  you  and  yours. 


Thinking  about  replacing 

Farm  Equipment? 

Let  us  help! 

ArgentBank  has  developed  a  special  loan  program  to 
provide  sugarcane  farmers  of  Lafourche,  Assumption, 
and  Terrebonne  Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment  at  a  highly  competitive 
interest  rate. 

ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95%  of  the  invoice  at 
interest  rates  ranging  from  8.50%  to  930%,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan  and  the  credit 
qualifications  of  the  farmer. 

For  more  information,  call  one  of  our  experienced 
commercial  lenders: 

Donald  Acosta 

Assumption  Parish 
369-7859 

Dan  Landry 

Assumption  Parish 
369-1205 

Robert  Naquin 

Lafourche  Parish 
447-0556 

Tommy  Bourque 

Terrebonne  Parish 
873-3704 


Argent 


Bank 
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Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 
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Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 


Give  us  a  call 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


December  WASDE  Continues  Upward  Trend  in  Production 


The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  (USDA)  released  its 
December  report  for  the  World 
Agriculture  Supply  and  Demand  Esti- 
mates (WASDE),  indicating  that  the 
trend  in  increased  cane  production  con- 
tinues. Projections  for  total  domestic 
production  rose  120,000  short  tons,  raw 
value,  from  November  estimates,  with 
most  of  the  growth  coming  from  Louisi- 
ana. Overall,  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  was 
estimated  at  15.0%.  If  throughput  re- 
mains below  15.5%  for  the  January  1998 
WASDE,  an  import  tranche  of  200,000 
short  tons  will  be  allocated. 

Louisiana  production  estimates 
grew  100,000  tons  to  a  total  of  1.25  mil- 
lion short  tons.  The  WASDE  attributed 
the  increase  to  good  early  season  harvest 
weather  and  greater  use  of  high-yield- 
ing varieties.  Florida  cane  production 
was  estimated  at  1.75  million  short  tons, 
up  20,000  tons  from  November.  The 


higher  production  numbers  were  offset, 
however,  by  changes  in  other  figures. 
First,  cane  production  estimates  for 
1996/97  were  reduced  by  24,000  tons, 
thus  lowering  the  beginning  stock  level 
for  1997/98.  Second,  deliveries  for  1997/ 
98  were  increased  by  50,000  tons. 


105th  Congress  looks  to  1998  as  more 
members  announce  retirement 

As  the  105th  Congress  returns  in 
January  from  Christmas  break,  cam- 
paigns for  the  1998  elections  will  begin 
to  heat  up.  Already,  several  members 
have  announced  their  retirement,  leav- 
ing open  seats  in  many  hotly  contested 
districts. 

In  the  Senate,  five  members  will  be 
vacating  seats  at  the  end  of  the  current 
term.  Senator  Dale  Bumpers  (D-AR)  will 
retire  after  serving  four  terms.  Senators 
Wendell  Ford  (D-KY)  and  John  Glenn 


(D-OH)  are  also  calling  it  quits,  both 
having  begun  service  in  1974.  Senator 
Daniel  Coats  (R-IN)  will  leave  after  ten 
years  in  the  Senate.  He  entered  the  Sen- 
ate after  winning  a  special  election  to  fill 
the  seat  vacated  by  former  Vice  Presi- 
dent Dan  Quayle.  Finally,  Senator  Dirk 
Kempthorne  (R-ID)  has  announced  he  is 
leaving  the  Senate  to  seek  election  as  his 
state's  Governor. 

In  the  House,  23  members  have  ei- 
ther recently  resigned  or  will  be  retiring, 
in  addition  to  two  others,  Representa- 
tives Bill  Richardson  (D-NM)  and  Susan 
Molinari  (R-NY),  both  of  whom  re- 
signed earlier  this  year  to  pursue  other 
career  opportunities.  Among  those  retir- 
ing are  several  longtime  members,  in- 
cluding Rep.  Sidney  Yates  (D-IL)  who 
was  first  elected  in  1948,  Rep.  Lee 
Hamilton  (R-IN)  who  began  service  in 
1965,  and  Rep.  Vic  Fazio  (D-CA)  who 
currently  serves  as  Chairman  of  the 
House  Democratic  Caucus.  Special  elec- 
tions have  been  ordered  to  complete  the 
terms  of  five  members  who  have  va- 
cated their  seats  in  mid-term.  Rep. 
Walter  Capps  (D-CA)  died  of  a  heart 
attack  on  October  28.  His  wife,  Lois 
Capps,  is  a  candidate  to  complete  her 
husband's  term.  Rep.  Henry  Gonzalez 
(D-TX),  Ranking  Member  of  the  House 
Banking  Committee,  resigned  due  to 
heart  problems.  He  was  first  elected  in 
1960.  Rep.  Floyd  Flake  (D-NY)  resigned 
to  devote  more  time  to  his  church  where 
he  serves  as  pastor.  Rep.  Tom  Foglietta 
(D-PA)  resigned  to  assume  duties  as  the 
new  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Italy.  He  va- 
cates a  seat  on  the  House  Appropria- 
tions Committee  which  has  been  filled 
by  Rep.  Bud  Cramer  (D-AL).  Finally, 
Rep.  Ron  Dellums  (D-CA),  Ranking 
Member  of  the  House  National  Security 
Committee,  will  be  leaving  office  in  Feb- 


ruary after  more  than  27  years  of  service. 
A  slew  of  other  members  are  retiring 
to  seek  higher  office.  Rep.  Charles 
Schumer  (D-NY)  will  vacate  his  seat  at 
the  end  of  the  current  term,  and  has  be- 
gun a  campaign  to  challenge  Senator  Al 
D'Amato  (R-NY)  whose  seat  is  up  in 
1998.  Rep.  Scotty  Baesler  (D-KY)  is  leav- 
ing the  House  and  his  place  on  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee  to  run  for 
the  Senate  seat  left  open  by  Sen.  Ford's 
retirement.  Opposing  Rep.  Baesler  will 
be  Rep.  Jim  Bunning  (R-KY).  In  Idaho, 
Rep.  Mike  Crapo  (R-ID)  has  announced 
he  will  seek  election  to  the  Senate  to  re- 
place Sen.  Kempthorne. 


Cuba  looks  to  reform  ailing  sugar 
industry 

In  an  effort  to  reverse  its  declining 
sugar  fortunes,  the  Cuban  government 
recently  appointed  a  former  soldier, 
General  Ulises  Rosales  del  Toro,  to  head 
up  its  sugar  ministry  despite  an  appar- 
ent lack  of  significant  experience  in  the 
industry,  according  to  a  report  in  the 
Financial  Times.  General  del  Toro  is  ex- 
pected to  impose  unusually  harsh  re- 
forms in  hopes  of  improving  the  effi- 
ciency of  Cuba's  sugar  production.  Ob- 
servers predict  that  some  of  the  more 
inefficient  mills  will  be  temporarily  shut 
down,  a  surprising  measure  in  Cuba. 
Production  estimates  for  Cuba's  1997-98 
crop  are  reportedly  between  3.8-4.2  mil- 
lion tons,  down  from  the  4.45  million 
tons  produced  in  1995-96. 

Estimates  for  1996-97  are  unavail- 
able but  Cuban  officials  reportedly  ac- 
knowledge that  it  was  at  least  200,000 
tons  lower  than  yields  for  the  previous 
year.  Cuba  hopes  eventually  to  improve 
production  to  a  level  exceeding  7.0  mil- 
lion tons. 
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GRAMOXONE8  EXTRA 

'  f       herbicide  can  be  used  in  sugar 
cane  in  Louisiana  prior  to  crop 
emergence  (prior  to  emergence  of 
new  growth)  to  control  over- 
wintering weeds. 
GRAMOXONE  EXTRA  aids  in 
drying  and  warming  of  the  seedbed  by 
eliminating  winter  vegetation,  which  in 
turn,  reduces  root  rot  and  promotes 
shoot  development. 


OTHER  BENEFITS  INCLUDE: 

■  reduces  competition  for  plant  nutrients 

from  over-wintering  weeds 
■  fast-acting 
effective  under  a  broad  range  of  temperatures 
tankmix  flexibility 
rainfast  within  30  minutes 
cost-effective 


For  more  information,  contact  your 
local  dealer,  consultant,  extension 
agent  or  Zeneca  representative. 


ZENECA 

Ag  Products 


©1996.  Zeneca  Inc.  A  business  unit  of  Zeneca  Inc. 
GRAMOXONE"  is  a  trademark  of  a  Zeneca  Group  Company. 
Gramoxone  Extra  is  a  restricted  use  pesticide.  Farm  Safely.  Always 
read  and  follow  label  directions. 


Meeting  the  UanA^xwtatUm,  need*,  o£ 
the  dugwt  indu&Jbaf! 
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Most  Stable  on  the  Road 

High  Cubic  Feet  Capacity 

Lower  Center  Point 
of  Gravity 

Solid  or  60,000  lb.  Spring 
Suspension 

Easy  to  Load  and  Unload 

Built  for  Durability 


PERFORMANCE 


CAPACITY 


FLEXIBILITY 


STABILITY 


DURABILITY 


Most  Stable  in  the  Field 

High  Cubic  Feet  Capacity 

Lower  Center  Point 
of  Gravity 

Walking  Trunion 

Dump  Cane  at  Any  Height 

Easy  to  Load  and  Unload 

Built  for  Durability 


m 

Tony  Collinson 
Sales 


Qiueu4,aca££ 
ta  6£civie  pricing, 
and  aiuulaldiiUf! 


(504)  447-4021 
(800)  447-8403 
(504)  447-4028-Fax 
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INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
118  West  Main  Street 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Crop  Report  -  Record  Keeping  &  Seed  Questionnaires 
Mulch  -  Agribusiness  Forum  -  Upcoming  Meetings 


The  1997  harvest  season  is  nearing 
completion  as  of  this  writing  and 
yield  reports  continue  to  be  good 
despite  the  rains  which  have  fallen  in  the 
late  November  and  early  December. 
Growers  experienced  good  to  excellent 
weather  conditions  for  harvesting  in  the 
early  part  of  the  harvest  season.  A  light 
freeze  in  the  northern  area  and  a  heavy 
frost  throughout  much  of  the  belt  was 
experienced  during  the  first  weekend  of 
December.  This  should  help  cane  to 
burn  better  but  should  not  have  any 
negative  effects  on  cane  quality.  Despite 
the  recent  rain,  sugar  recovery  in  1997  is 
still  second  best  on  record.  With  the 
good  tonnage  reports  received  from 
many  growers,  the  industry  now  ex- 
pects to  produce  some  1.3  million  short 
tons  of  sugar  during  the  1997  harvest. 

Record  keeping  and  seed 
questionnaires 

A  request  is  normally  made  to  all 
growers  to  do  an  accurate  job  of  keeping 
field  records,  especially  planting  maps, 
pesticide  records,  harvesting  notes  and 
acreage  figures.  Only  by  keeping  good 
records  can  you  determine  your 
progress.  As  growers  and  processors 
assess  their  overall  efficiency,  accurate 
records  are  a  necessity.  Take  the  time  to 
be  an  efficient  operator  and  make  the 
necessary  records  to  track  your  own 
progress. 

As  part  of  a  good  record  keeping 


program,  an  accurate  determination  of 
seed  cane  acreage  is  necessary.  Once  you 
have  determined  your  exact  seed  cane 
acreage,  you  should  use  it  to  calculate 
your  own  yields  and  also  report  it  to 
your  FSA  office.  It  is  important  that 
these  offices  have  accurate  records  as 
they  become  part  of  the  official  numbers 
used  to  calculate  state  and  parish  yields, 
and  more  importantly,  also  determine 
sugar  production  and  import  quotas  for 
the  U.S.  It  is  essential  that  this  industry 
have  the  most  accurate  records  possible 
as  we  attempt  to  maintain  efficiency. 

Mulch 

Growers  who  have  switched  to  com- 
bine harvesting  are  now  contemplating 
what  to  do  with  the  trash  blanket  left 
behind  the  harvester.  As  reported  in  the 
last  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin,  with  the 
predictions  for  a  wetter  winter  from  El 
Nino,  this  trash  mat  or  mulch  layer  can 
cause  some  problems  with  rotting  of 
stubble  and  loss  of  stands.  Growers  have 
been  advised  to  take  the  mulch  cover  off 
the  top  of  the  row  in  past  years.  Research 
is  being  conducted  on  how  to  properly 
use  the  mulch  to  get  some  benefit  from 
nutrients  and  weed  control.  However, 
until  research  can  demonstrate  a  posi- 
tive benefit  from  mulch  management, 
preliminary  data  suggest  that  the  mulch 
layer  be  removed  prior  to  the  spring. 
Since  this  industry  has  survived  for  200 
years  without  a  mulch  layer,  removal  of 
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the  trash  blanket  should  not  adversely 
affect  cane  stands  from  that  of  former 
years.  Many  growers  have  attempted  to 
burn  off  this  mulch  layer  during  the 
harvest  season.  However,  once  it  rains 
on  the  trash  mat,  and  especially  if 
weather  conditions  remain  humid  or 
rainy,  removal  of  the  mulch  can  be  diffi- 
cult using  fire. 

Several  growers  have  tried  different 
pieces  of  equipment  to  remove  the  trash 
layer  from  the  top  of  the  row.  Hay  rakes, 
rotary  mowers,  and  other  equipment 
have  generally  not  proven  successful. 
Jackie  Judice  (Northside  Planting  Co.  in 
Franklin)  reports  using  a  flail  mower 
with  some  degree  of  success.  Dean 
Gravois  (Dean  Gravois  Farm  in 
Vacherie)  has  applied  for  a  patent  on  a 
brush  system  for  removal  of  the  trash. 
His  device  was  used  this  past  spring  to 
remove  trash  from  the  top  of  the  row 
and  appeared  to  work  quite  well.  Grow- 
ers wanting  more  information  about  ei- 
ther of  these  pieces  of  equipment  can 
contact  these  growers  for  their  evalua- 
tion of  this  equipment  on  trash  removal. 

Agribusiness  forum 

Each  year,  the  Southern  Agribusi- 
ness Forum  is  jointly  sponsored  by 
Agribusiness  Committees /Councils  in 
Jackson,  Memphis  and  New  Orleans. 
The  meeting  rotates  among  the  three 
hosting  cities.  The  purpose  of  the  forum 
is  to  provide  a  medium  for  public  dis- 
cussion of  important  agribusiness  prob- 
lems affecting  the  South. 

On  January  29,  1998,  the  Agribusi- 
ness Council  of  New  Orleans  will  host 
the  51st  Southern  Agribusiness  Forum. 
However,  in  an  effort  to  increase  partici- 
pation from  the  agricultural  community, 
the  forum  will  be  moved  out  of  New 
Orleans  to  the  Thibodaux  Civic  Center. 
This  author  has  the  privilege  of  serving 
as  Chairman  of  this  year's  forum.  The 


meeting  is  planned  to  start  at  9:00  am 
and  its  theme  will  be  "Inf  ormation  Man- 
agement: Gateway  to  Opportunity/' 
This  is  a  catchy  title  for  the  real  objective 
which  simply  stated  is — What  do  you 
(growers,  processors,  suppliers,  indus- 
try personnel,  etc.)  need  to  do  to  stay  in 
business  after  2002  when  "Freedom  to 
Farm"  expires.  This  meeting  should  be 
one  that  every  farmer  has  interest  in 
since  the  future  of  southern  agriculture 
and  its  global  competitiveness  will  be 
dictated  by  the  actions  taken  between 
now  and  2002. 

Speakers  are  being  invited  to  address 
several  issues  that  affect  information 
management  as  a  tool  to  achieve  eco- 
nomic efficiency.  The  flexibility  aspects 
of  Freedom  to  Farm,  both  producer  and 
processor  view  points,  will  be  debated. 
Tools  to  enhance  information  manage- 
ment along  with  marketing  programs 
will  also  be  discussed.  Research /educa- 
tion/extension,  environmental  impacts, 
free  markets  and  consumer  acceptance 
of  agricultural  products  have  been  iden- 
tified as  key  elements  of  sustainability 
and  will  be  addressed  during  the  forum. 
Governor  Mike  Foster  has  been  invited 
as  the  keynote  speaker  during  the  lun- 
cheon to  address  the  topic:  How  the 
south,  and  in  particular  the  state  of  Loui- 
siana, will  meet  the  challenges  of  agri- 
culture in  the  next  century. " 

As  one  can  see  from  the  topics  to  be 
discussed,  this  forum  promises  to  be 
extremely  informative  and  one  that 
sugar  industry  personnel  won't  want  to 
miss.  Registration  for  the  forum  is  con- 
ducted by  the  Agribusiness  Council  of 
New  Orleans  through  the  county  agents 
office  in  Orleans  Parish.  A  small  registra- 
tion fee  of  $20  is  charged  which  covers 
the  meeting  and  the  luncheon.  In  order 
to  make  it  easier  for  members  of  the 
sugar  industry  to  attend,  the  application 
form  (opposite  page)  can  be  returned  to 
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the  League  Office  and  we  will  forward 
your  registration  to  the  New  Orleans 
office.  Please  enclose  your  registration 
fee  of  $20  along  with  the  information  re- 
quested in  the  form.  Additional  informa- 
tion concerning  the  forum  can  be  ob- 
tained from  the  League  Office.  Mark 
your  calendars  now  for  this  important 
meeting  concerning  southern  agriculture 
and  your  future! 

Upcoming  Meetings 

The  Louisiana  Division  of  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  on  February 
10  and  11, 1998  at  the  Radisson  Hotel  and 
Convention  Center  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana.  Section  Chairmen,  Dr.  Bill 
White  and  Mr.  Will  Legendre  have  pre- 
pared an  outstanding  program  to  keep 
you  informed  about  the  latest  technol- 
ogy available  to  the  industry.  Both  agri- 
culture and  manufacturing  papers  will 
be  presented  on  several  topics.  Industry 
members  will  certainly  want  to  attend 
this  most  important  meeting.  However, 
members  are  reminded  that  the  location 
and  days  for  the  meeting  have  been 
changed  from  past  years.  The  meeting 


will  now  be  held  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  at  the  Radisson  Hotel.  Fur- 
ther information  concerning  the  meeting 
can  be  obtained  from  Dr.  Denver  Loupe 
or  Dr.  Wade  Faw  at  (504)  388-4141. 

Spring  grower  meetings  sponsored 
by  the  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
are  being  scheduled  for  January  and 
February.  At  these  meetings,  researchers 
and  extension  personnel  present  infor- 
mation that  should  assist  growers  in 
using  the  most  effective  production 
practices.  Growers  should  note  the  date 
of  their  parish  meeting  and  make  every 
effort  to  attend. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League's 
Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  in  Febru- 
ary. This  is  your  organization  and  the  ef- 
forts undertaken  by  the  various  commit- 
tees and  the  staff  are  for  your  benefit. 
During  this  meeting,  it  is  your  opportu- 
nity to  address  the  industry's  concerns 
and  inquire  as  to  what  is  being  under- 
taken on  your  behalf.  Additional  infor- 
mation concerning  this  meeting,  includ- 
ing nominations  for  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors and  officers  of  the  League,  will  be 
made  available  in  the  February  issue  of 
the  Sugar  Bulletin. 


Southern  Agribusiness  Forum  Registration 


Name 


Company 
Address 


Number  of  persons  attending  at  $20  each. 

Total  enclosed 

Make  checks  payable  to: 

New  Orleans  Agribusiness  Council 

Return  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 
RO.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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XRI-SXAXS 

Delta  Chemicals 

Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 

Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Manufactured  in  Port  Barre,  La.,  by 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180  FAX  (318)  942-8377 

Shop  (318)  585-2437 


ainiumn 


■  m  m  v 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


^S^OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

c5~_ WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

COMPETITIVE  WORKER'S  COMP  COVERAGE 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 
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■8010  HIGH 
CLEARANCE  TRACTORS 


INDUSTRIES 

INCORPORATED 


J 


BUY  OR  LEASE  TODAY 


The  New  Holland  8010  high  clear- 
ance tractor  has  the  power  and  clear- 
ance you  need  to  work  in  valuable 
crops  without  damaging  them. 

The  big,  456  cubic  inch  New 
Holland  engine  delivers  96  PTO 
horsepower-  with  the  low-end  torque 
you  need  for  pulling  heavy  loads 
through  mud  or  sandy  soils.  Four 
wheel  gjrive  is  standard. 

Ample  crop  clearance  of  29  inches 
at  the  drawbar  eliminates  crop  dam- 
age. 


Two  transmissions  are  available:  a 
12x3  constant  mesh  that  includes 
creeper  gear  and  a  1 6x4 
DualPower™  with  creeper  available 
through  dealer  installation.  The 
DualPower  transmission  features  a 
power  shift  in  each  of  the  forward 
gears,  allowing  you  to  instantly 
decrease  ground  speed  and  increase 
torque  for  pulling  through  tough  spots; 

Put  a  New  Holland  "8010"  high  clear- 
ance tractor  to  work  in  your  fields. 
And  get  the  performance  you  need, 
with  a  tax  break  you  deserve. 


1210  St.  Charles  St. 

Houma,  La.  70360 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


3811  Hwy.  90  East 
Broussard,  La 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


5810  Airline  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 


©-I 


Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145, 4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 

Electronic  controlled  3-point  hitch 

Series  40  Detroit  Diesel  466  cu.  inch 

Most  Powerful  Hi-Crop  Ever  Designed 
For  The  Sugar  Industry 

So  Much  More  For  Your  Money! 


Cane  Equipment  Cooperative 

25265  Hwy.  1 

Plaquemine,  LA 

(504)  687-2050  fax  (504)  687-0684 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LIN 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Lawmakers  Face  Busy  Spring 


As  I  mentioned  in  a  previous  ar- 
ticle, state  officials  are  consider- 
ing two  special  sessions  before 
the  Regular  Session  in  April.  The  first 
Special  Session  will  address  the  casino 
contract.  The  second  will  be  determined 
by  Governor  Foster. 

The  State  Gaming  Control  Board  re- 
cently approved  a  revised  contract  for 
the  New  Orleans  land  casino.  The  final 
decision  will  be  left  to  the  state  Legisla- 
ture. Governor  Foster  has  urged  legisla- 
tors to  call  themselves  into  session 
sometime  in  January.  This  will  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  contract  has  sup- 
port. The  casino  will  bring  the  state  a 
minimum  of  $100  million  in  taxes  if  the 
contract  is  approved. 

The  issues  in  the  second  special  ses- 
sion will  be  determined  by  the  Gover- 
nor. As  reported  earlier,  the  issues  may 
include  the  creation  of  a  community  col- 
lege-vocational technical  system,  over- 
hauling the  state  civil  service,  and  re- 
structuring the  Department  of  Transpor- 


tation and  Development.  This  session  is 
expected  to  be  called  in  March  and  run 
for  about  twenty  days. 

Workers'  Compensation 

As  a  point  of  clarification,  Act  315  of 
the  1997  Regular  Session  re-establishes  a 
principal's  immunity  from  general  li- 
ability for  the  on-the-job  injuries  to  its 
contractor's  employees,  if  those  employ- 
ees are  performing  work  essential  to  the 
principal's  ability  to  generate  its  prod- 
ucts or  services.  This  Act  overturns  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  in  Kirkland  v. 
Riverwood  which  abolished  the 
principal's  statutory  employer  immu- 
nity. The  Act  now  makes  workers'  com- 
pensation the  exclusive  remedy  for  such 
injuries. 

Please  note  that  Act  315  returns  the 
principal's  right  to  assert  this  immunity 
only  if  it  is  stipulated  in  a  written  con- 
tract that  the  principal  is  the  statutory 
employer  for  the  contractor's  direct  and 
statutory  employees. 
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THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  £g£fi( 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    \^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonvillc  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 
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Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about. .  .financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


£} 


Lake  Charles  Cane 
Harvesting,  Inc. 

wishes  to  advise  that  they  will  be  ac- 
cepting limited  orders  for  infield, 
high-lift  dump  carts.  Australian  de- 
signed for  Louisiana  conditions. 

Features  include  walking  beam  axles 
and  the  choice  of  18.4  x  30  x  23.1  x  26 
tires  for  extra  flotation.  Sliding  draw- 
bars available  for  use  on  tractors  with 
extended  axles. 

Inspect  by  contacting 

Brian  Simon  of  Cane,  Inc. 

Abbeville 

Beeper  (318)  892-0347 

or 

Bill  Fagg,  Welsh 

Phone  (318)  529-9948 


^ — 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 


High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 

Vernon  Manufacturing,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  2650  •  Parks,  LA  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 
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GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1 269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 


Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.88  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $12.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.  s) 


Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bawl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


HALF  PRICE 


ENVIRONMENTAL        PER.SPEC  T  I  V  E 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
G.E.C,  Inc. 


Chemical  Accident  Prevention  Program 


The  Louisiana  Department  of  Envi- 
ronmental Quality  (LDEQ)  pro- 
mulgated revised  rules  pertaining 
to  chemical  accident  prevention  on  No- 
vember 20,  1997.  Subsequently,  LDEQ 
mailed  notices  to  industrial  establish- 
ments, including  sugar  mills,  that  facili- 
ties having  "a  regulated  substance 
present  in  a  process  above  threshold 
quantity''  must  register  or  re-register  by 
January  31,  1998.  A  long  list  of  " regu- 
lated substances"  includes  some  that  are 
used  at  sugar  mills  such  as  chlorine  and 
hydrochloric  acid,  but  most  mills  are 
exempt  from  the  registration  require- 
ment because  of  having  less  than 
"threshold"  quantities  of  regulated  sub- 
stances on  sugar  mill  premises. 

The  newly  revised  Chemical  Acci- 
dent Prevention  Program  is  little 
changed  from  the  program  initiated  by 
LDEQ  in  late  1994,  and  discussed  previ- 
ously in  The  Sugar  Bulletin  issues  of 
June  1994,  May  1995,  and  January  1996. 
One  change  of  particular  interest  to 
sugar  mills  pertains  to  hydrochloric 
acid.  The  old  regulations  exempted  hy- 
drochloric acid  in  concentrations  less 
than  30%;  whereas  the  recently  revised 
regulation  exempts  hydrochloric  acid  in 
concentrations  less  than  37%.  Therefore, 
mills  can  now  receive  and  store  unlim- 
ited amounts  of  higher  concentration 
(up  to  36.5%)  hydrochloric  acid  without 
affecting  program  status. 

A  "threshold  quantity"  of  chlorine 


gas  remains  at  2,500  pounds.  A  mill  that 
has  only  a  single  one-ton  cylinder  of 
chlorine  on  the  premises,  and  a  replace- 
ment cylinder  not  received  until  the  cyl- 
inder in  use  has  less  than  500  pounds  of 
chlorine  remaining,  would  be  exempt 
from  program  registration.  If  150  pound 
chlorine  cylinders  are  used  at  a  mill, 
only  nine  cylinders  on  premises  are  ex- 
empted because  of  other  (OSHA)  rules. 

The  presence  of  10,000  pounds  or 
more  of  anhydrous  ammonia  would  re- 
quire program  registration  and  report- 
ing. Ammonia  storage  tanks  located  or 
re-located  at  farms  must  comply  with 
Federal  Regulation  29CFR1910.111,  but 
are  not  regulated  under  the  Chemical 
Accident  Prevention  Program.  The  best 
way  for  sugar  mills  to  avoid  program 
liability  for  nearby  ammonia  tanks  is  to 
separate  them  from  mill  premises  by  a 
physical  barrier,  and  divorce  any  such 
farm  activity  from  sugar  mill  operations. 

The  Chemical  Accident  Prevention 
Regulations  also  apply  to  flammables 
such  as  butane  and  propane.  If  more 
than  10,000  pounds  of  any  such  flam- 
mable is  stored  at  a  sugar  mill,  registra- 
tion would  be  required. 

Fortunately,  most  Louisiana  sugar 
mills  can  qualify  for  an  exempt,  status 
and  are  therefore  not  required  to  register 
or  re-register  by  the  deadline.  However, 
LDEQ's  letter  dated  December  1, 1997, 
asked  that  facilities  not  subject  to  the 
rule  to  please  so  notify  LDEQ. 


21 


PRE-OWNED  TRACTORS 


IH  1066  Tractor,  Hi-Crop,  125  H.P.,  7,800  Hours $7,500 

JD  7400  Tractor; Hi-Crop,  MFWD,  Cab/  Air,  2,511  Hours,  Power  Quad  Creeper  Trans., 
320/90RX46  Frt.  &  Rear  Tires,  Combination  3-Row  or  1/4  Drain  Unit $52,665 

FD  7610  Tractor,  86  HP.,  2WD,  ROPS,  1,157  Hours SOLD 

JD  4960  Tractor,  MFWD,  Cab.  P/S  Trans.  1992  Model,  3,900  Hours,  Front  Fenders,  Quick 
Coupler,  2(X8x42R2  Tires  W/  Duals ....... $64,000 

IH  1066  Tractor,  Hi-Crop,  125  H.P,  Poly  Saddle  Spray  Tanks,  5,817  Hours $6,900 

FD  6610  Tractor,  1995, 72  H.P,  2  Post  ROPS  W/Canopy,  1,567  Hours,  Standard  Trans., 
21'  Motrim  Boom  Mower,  Excellent  Condition $27,500 


IH  1466  Tractor  1973  Model  ,.^.... 

JD4230  Tractor,  Hi-Clr,  Canopy,  1976  Model,  4,380  Hours , 


$4,860 
$11,539 


(1)  U1308T 
(V  U1396D 

(1)  U1440D 
(V  U1439D 

(1)  U1428D 
(1)  U1444D 

(3)  U1275T 
(3)  U1278T 

(3)  U1362D 

(1)  U1455D 

(1 )  U1456D    JD  7400  Tractor,  Hi-Crop,  MFWD,  Cab/ Air,  2,636  Hours,  P/Q  Trans.,  Corner  Post 
Muffler,  Right  &  Left  Hand  Door,  Air  Ride  Seat,  300  Gallon  Front  PolyTank,  Power 
Train  WarrvTiil  Feb.  24, 1999 $53,000 

10-7410  RENTAL  UNITS 

10-7410  HI-CROP  RENTAL  RETURNS  AVAILABLE 

1 00-300+  Hours  Usage 

Factory  Waranty 

New  Equipment  Financing  Available 

Used  Equipment  Financing  Available 


JD  2750  Tractor,  'Hi-Pear,  Mudder,  7,302  Hours .. 
IH  856  Tractor,  Hi-Clear,  1970  Model 


REDUCED  to $9,500 

...................................... $14,000 

..$4,500 


EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC. 


(V  Donaldsonville  (800)  526-7639 

(2)  LaPlace  (800)  526-5990 

(3)  Thibodaux  (504)  446-5061 


(JD)  John  Deere 

(FD)  Ford 

(IH)  Int.  Harvester 
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Drink 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Made  with  pure  Louisiana  Cane  Sugar 


and  support 
Louisiana  sugarcane  farmers 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR        SALE 

•  IH  1066  Hi-Clearance,  cab  and  new 

bumper  with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still 

paint;  IH  1466  with  cab  air  condition- 

under warranty  -  $46,700;  1972 

ing  units  also;  Broussard  Loader 

Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 

with  chain  piler  and  backhoe,  new 

JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist 

engine  and  paint;  3-Tandum  Cane 

$8,000;  1974  JD  4020  Loader  with 

Dump  Wagons.  Call  Russell  Judice 

attachment  -  $7,000;  Davis  Cane 

at  (318)  394-4727. 

Carts  -  2  for  $6,000  and  2  for 

$5,700;  3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt.  hitch, 

openers,  and  extra  blades  -  $3,000; 

3-row  Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch 

•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new  style 

and  gauge  wheels  -  $650;  6'  Case 

air  -  $35,000.  Call  J.W.  Hurdle,  Jr. 

End  Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts 

at  (504)  749-2892. 

only)- $100;  Sub-soiler  -  $250; 

1990  Case/  Int'l  5120  Maxum,  3490 

hrs.  -  $22,500.  Call  Randy 

•  1 991  Case/lnt'l  71 30,  with  front 

Gonsoulin  at  (31 8)  365-001 4. 

wheel  drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel 

Bus  Trip ... 


concentrating  on  cane  transport,  mill  yard  handling  and  cultural  practices  used 
with  the  combine  and  other  mechanizations  in  the  Florida  industry  is  being 
planned  for  March  1-6.  If  you  are  interested  in  joining  us,  return  this  slip  to: 


American  Sugar  Cane  League  Bus  Trip 

P.O.  Box  938 

Thibodaux,  Louisiana  70302 

Please  add  my  name  to  the  list  of  interested  participants 
for  the  1998  Florida  Bus  Trip. 

Name:  


Address: 


City,  State  &  Zip: 
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Commercial  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Argent  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

100-A  Wadsworth,  Maurice,  LA  70555 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108, 420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Mastercraf  t  Fab,  Inc. 

4970  N.  Bayou  Black  Dr.,  Gibson,  LA  70356 

MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

108  Stonewall  Ave.,  Carencro,  LA  70520 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421 W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 
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Farm  Division 

Owned  and  Operated  by  Southern  Gentlemen 


Gentlemen, 

In  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  Cane  industry, .Bayou  Fabricators 
is  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  opened  a  new  Farm  Equipment  Division. 

We  are  currently  offering  cane  trailers  for  field  operations.  The  wagons 
will  have  the  automatic  hydraulic  dumping  features,  and  will  hold  up  to  10  Tons. 
We  also  offer  a  14  Ton  unit  which  will  be  available  on  a  special  order  basis. 

In  order  to  fulfill  the  needs  of  our  customers,  we  have  consulted  many 
farmers  and  engineers,  and  we  feel  we  have  the  best  designed  wagon  available.  In 
our  discussions  with  our  customers,  we  feel  that  we  have  eliminated  many  of  the 
problems  encountered  with  earlier  models. 

We  have  been  in  the  fabrication  business  for  over  20  years  and  will 
produce  a  wagon  that  will  provide  many  years  of  trouble  free  operation.  However, 
each  wagon  will  come  with  a  one  year  manufacturer's  warranty. 

Thank  You 
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Most  Stable  on  the  Road 

High  Cubic  Feet  Capacity 

Lower  Center  Point 
of  Gravity 

Solid  or  60,000  lb.  Spring 
Suspension 

Easy  to  Load  and  Unload 

Built  for  Durability 
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UP        FRONT 


HE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


The  traditional  announcement  of 
the  Annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
is  on  the  cover  of  this  issue  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in  Thibodaux 
on  Wednesday,  February  18, 1998,  with 
the  registration  beginning  at  9:00  a.m. 
and  the  meeting  commencing  at  10:00 
a.m. 

Governor  Mike  Foster  has  been  in- 
vited to  be  the  guest  speaker  during  the 
luncheon,  which  will  follow  the  Annual 
Meeting.  As  of  this  writing,  confirma- 
tion of  the  League's  invitation  has  not 
been  made.  Regardless,  a  meal  will  be 
served.  You  will  find  an  RSVP  card  en- 
closed in  this  issue.  Please  fill  out  the 
card  and  return  it  to  the  League  office  by 
February  11, 1998. 

It  is  my  hope  that  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  League  will  attend  this 
meeting.  It's  your  meeting  and  your 
organization!  It  is  not  a  meeting  for  the 
staff  nor  for  the  officers  and  directors  of 
your  organization.  The  annual  reports 
and  information  provided  are  for  your 
benefit  and  your  information.  In  short, 
you  pay  the  dues  that  enables  this  orga- 
nization to  function  on  your  behalf. 

During  the  annual  meeting  the  chair- 
men of  the  League's  three  major  com- 
mittees will  give  reports  to  the  member- 
ship. These  three  reports  will  be  pre- 
sented by  Danny  Viator,  Chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee;  Charles 
Thibaut,  Chairman  of  the  National  Leg- 
islative Committee;  and  John  Gay  Chair- 
man of  the  Research  Committee.  Addi- 


tionally, Dan  Duplantis,  Chairman  of  the 
Board  for  1997-99,  will  present  his  re- 
port. The  election  of  the  League's  Board 
of  Directors  will  also  be  conducted  at 
this  time. 

As  I  have  stated  before  in  my  bulletin 
articles,  as  well  as  in  person,  the 
League's  Board  and  I  encourage  you  to 
attend  not  only  the  annual  meeting,  but 
the  monthly  meetings.  The  monthly 
meetings  are  normally  held  on  the  last 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  1:30  p.m.  at 
the  Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in 
Thibodaux.  All  members  of  the  League 
are  invited  to  attend  these  Board  meet- 
ings in  that  the  Board  is  always  receptive 
to  input  from  the  general  membership. 
This  Annual  meeting,  however,  is  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  for  you  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  activities  of  the  League 
and  to  express  your  thoughts  and  ideas 
that  could  make  for  a  better  organiza- 
tion. The  Board  of  Directors  and  staff  of 
the  League  urge  your  attendance  and 
solicit  your  input  at  the  1998  Annual 
Meeting. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

The  following  individuals  were 
nominated  at  the  annual  committee 
meeting  to  serve  on  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  Board  of  Directors  begin- 
ning February  18,  1998. 

Grower  members 

Henry  Adolph 
David  Allain 
J.G.  Beaud,  Jr. 
John  Gay 


Ronald  Gonsoulin 
Dean  Gravois 
Warren  Harang,  III 
George  "Scrap"  Hymel 
Jackie  Judice 
Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 
Michael  G.  Melancon 
Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee 
Daniel  Naquin,  Jr. 
Glynn  Rivet 
Howard  Robichaux 
Raphael  Rodriguez 
Donald  Segura 
Frank  Sotile 
Carlton  Townsend 
William  Vallot 
Daniel  Viator 
Kirk  Walker 

Processor  members 

Branan  "Bert"  Beyt 
Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard 
Ronald  Blanchard 


Craig  Caillier 
Mike  Daigle 
Dan  Duplantis 
Buckley  Kessler 
Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr. 
Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III 
A.J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois 
D.C.  Mattingly 
Anthony  Parris 
Rivers  Patout 
William  S.  Patout,  III 
Kenneth  Peltier 
Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche 
R.L.  "Bobby"  Roane 
Mel  Schudmak 
David  Stewart 
Jackie  Theriot 
Charles  Thibaut 
Gerald  Wood 

Again,  I  am  hopeful  that  all  growers 
will  make  an  attempt  to  attend  the  An- 
nual meeting. 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South  PCA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 
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Andy  Andolsek 

Thibodaux 
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Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 


THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  CgSA^ 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    \\  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 


Thinking  about  replacing 

Farm  Equipment? 

Let  us  help! 

ArgentBank  has  developed  a  special  loan  program  to 
provide  sugarcane  farmers  of  Lafourche,  Assumption, 
and  Terrebonne  Parishes  with  the  opportunity  to 
purchase  new  farm  equipment  at  a  highly  competitive 
interest  rate. 

ArgentBank  can  finance  up  to  95%  of  the  invoice  at 
interest   rates  ranging  from  8,50%  to  950% ,  depending 
on  the  negotiated  terms  of  the  loan  and  the  credit 
qualifications  of  the  farmer. 

For  more  information,  call  one  of  our  experienced 
commercial  lenders: 

Donald  Acosta 

Assumption  Parish 
369-7859 

Dan  Landry 

Assumption  Parish 
369-1205 

Robert  Naquin 

Lafourche  Parish 
447-0556 

Tommy  Bourque 

Terrebonne  Parish 
873-3704 


Argent 


Bank 


W  A  S  H  I  N'G  TON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Increased  Domestic  Production  Leads  To  Cancelled  Import  Tranche 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture (USDA)  cancelled  the 
planned  January  import  tranche 
of  220,462  short  tons,  raw  value,  effec- 
tively reducing  the  FY  1998  raw  sugar 
tariff-rate  quota  (TRQ)  by  that  amount. 
The  cancellation  followed  the  release  of 
the  January  WASDE  report  which  esti- 
mated the  domestic  stocks-to-use  ratio 
at  15.7%. 

Under  the  FY  1998  TRQ  trigger  sys- 
tem, announced  last  September,  three 
separate  import  tranches  of  220,462 
short  toms  were  planned  for  allocation 
in  January,  March,  and  May  1998.  If  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio,  as  estimated  by  the 
WASDE  report,  rose  above  15.5%  in  any 
of  these  three  months,  the  import 
tranche  for  that  month  would  be  can- 
celled. 

The  surge  in  domestic  stocks  for 
January  was  due  largely  to  increases  in 
production  in  Louisiana  and  projected 
increases  in  Florida.  Overall,  Louisiana 
harvested  an  estimated  1.275  million 
short  tons,  raw  value.  Florida's  harvest, 
though  only  half  complete,  was  pro- 
jected to  reach  1.835  million  tons.  The 
higher  cane  estimates  helped  offset  a 
100,000  ton  decrease  in  estimated  beet 
production.  Overall  beet  production 
was  projected  at  4.3  million  tons.  The 
drop  in  beet  stocks  was  further  compen- 
sated by  an'  increase  of  50,000  tons  in 
quota  exempt  re-exports. 

Congress  Returns  for  1998  Session 

Congress  reconvened  for  action  this 


month  after  a  two  and  a  half  month 
Christmas  break.  The  legislators  re- 
turned to  face  an  improved  federal  bud- 
get scenario,  with  proposals  on  issues 
ranging  from  tax  cuts  to  medicare  eligi- 
bility expansion,  and  an  electoral  season 
full  of  open  seats. 

Legislators  were  welcomed  back  to 
Washington  with  news  that  the  federal 
deficit  for  FY  1998  should  be  signifi- 
cantly smaller  than  originally  thought. 
The  shrinking  deficit  offers  the  possibil- 
ity of  a  balanced  budget  as  soon  as  next 
year,  far  ahead  of  the  schedule  set  by  last 
year's  historic  balanced  budget  agree- 
ment. In  addition,  the  prospect  of  a  bud- 
get surplus  as  early  as  2001  has  fueled 
the  continuing  debate  over  taxes  and 
federal  spending  levels.  Both  Republi- 
cans and  Democrats  have  remained  ini- 
tially cautious  about  the  potential  sur- 
plus. Nevertheless,  the  rosy  economic 
picture  has  already  spurred  new  ideas 
for  the  coming  legislative  session. 

President  Clinton  has  proposed 
lowering  the  eligibility  age  for  Medicare, 
and  has  announced  a  $21.7  billion  pack- 
age to  expand  child  care.  Republicans 
continue  to  discuss  possible  tax  cuts,  as 
well  as  a  general  overhaul  of  the  tax 
code. 

Fast  track  legislation  is  also  high  on 
the  agenda  for  both  the  White  House 
and  Capitol  Hill  Republicans.  Efforts  to 
pass  the  trade  bill  were  stymied  just  be- 
fore the  November  recess  as  President 
Clinton  unsuccessfully  lobbied  skeptical 
House  Democrats.  If  passed,  fast  track 


legislation  would  allow  the  President  to 
negotiate  trade  agreements  without 
threat  of  revision  by  Congress.  Legisla- 
tors could  only  accept  or  reject  trade 
agreements  in  their  entirety. 

Unfinished  business  regarding 
transportation  legislation  also  remains. 
Just  before  recess,  lawmakers  agreed  to 
a  temporary  extension  of  the  law  which 
authorizes  spending  on  federal  trans- 
portation projects,  known  as  the 
Intermodal  Surface  Transportation  Effi- 
ciency Act  (ISTEA).  Agreement  on  a 
long-term  bill  has  been  delayed  as 
House  Transportation  Committee 
Chairman  Bud  Shuster  (R-PA)  insisted 
on  a  significant  increase  in  spending. 

Campaign  activities  will  offer  Con- 
gress plenty  of  opportunities  for  respite 
from  the  heavy  legislative  calendar. 
Election  primaries  are  fast  approaching 
in  many  districts.  The  large  number  of 
retirements  in  both  the  Senate  and 
House  has  intensified  the  fight  for  parti- 
san control  of  Capitol  Hill. 

House  Mourns  Congressman  Bono 

Representative  Sonny  Bono  (R-CA) 
was  killed  early  January  while  on  vaca- 
tion at  a  Nevada  ski  resort.  Authorities 
indicated  Rep.  Bono  died  immediately 
upon  impact  when  he  apparently  col- 
lided with  a  tree.  Fellow  legislators  re- 
membered their  colleague  as  an  up-and- 
coming  political  figure  with  a  bright 
mind  and  disarming  wit. 


Rep.  Bono  began  his  political  career 
in  1988  when  he  was  elected  mayor  of 
Palm  Springs.  After  an  unsuccessful  run 
for  the  Senate  in  1992,  Bono  won  a 
House  seat  during  the  Republican  tide 
of  .1994. 

Chairman  Smith  Retires,  Combest 
Seeks  Top  Spot 

House  Agriculture  Committee 
Chairman  Bob  Smith  (R-OR)  announced 
recently  that  he  would  retire,  for  the  sec- 
ond time,  at  the  end  of  the  current  term. 
Chairman  Smith  first  retired  in  1994  af- 
ter twelve  years  in  the  House.  He  was 
lured  back  into  service  by  House  leader- 
ship when  his  successor,  Representative 
Wes  Cooley  (R-OR),  resigned  amid  scan- 
dal after  one  term. 

In  exchange  for  his  return,  Chairman 
Smith  was  awarded  his  past  seniority 
which  placed  him  atop  the  House  Agri- 
culture Committee  as  former  Chairman 
Pat  Roberts  (R-KS)  retired  to  enter  the 
Senate. 

Representative  Larry  Combest  (R- 
TX),  whom  Chairman  Smith  bypassed 
in  1996,  is  next  in  line  for  the  top  seat. 
House  Speaker  Newt  Gingrich  (R-GA) 
has  given  Rep.  Combest  a  commitment 
that  he  would  be  the  leadership's  choice 
for  the  Committee  chairmanship.  For 
the  past  two  years  he  has  chaired  the 
House  Agriculture  Subcommittee  on 
Forestry,  Resource  Conservation,  and 
Research. 


WANTED:  MANAGER 

Seeking  manager  for  developing  sugarcane  co-op  in  Southwest  Louisiana.  Headquar- 
ters located  in  Welsh,  La.  Co-op  is  involved  in  farming,  harvesting,  and  transporting  cane 
to  the  mill.  Managerial  practices  will  include  correlating  custom  harvesting,  custom 
planting  and  transportation  of  cane  by  truck  and  railroad,  including  management  and 
distribution  of  crop  proceeds.  Manager  must  possess  good  people  skills  as  public  rela- 
tions will  be  an  intricate  part  of  this  job.  Please  send  resume  by  February  15, 1998  to: 

Lake  Charles  Co-Op,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  645 

Welsh,  LA  70591 


A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 


Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145,  4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 

Electronic  controlled  3 -point  hitch 

Series  40  Detroit  Diesel  466  cu.  inch 

Most  Powerful  Hi-Crop  Ever  Designed 
For  The  Sugar  Industry 

So  Much  More  For  Your  Money! 
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Cane  Equipment  Cooperative 

25265  Hwy.  1 

Plaquemine,  LA 

(504)  687-2050  fax  (504)  687-0684 
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Spring  Management  Considerations 
for  Itchgrass  (Raoulgrass) 


By  James  L.  Griffin, 
Ronald  E.  Strahan 
and  Reed  j.  Lencse 

It's  not  too  early  to  start  thinking 
about  next  year's  crop.  In  particular 
is  the  dilemma  of  what  to  do  with 
fields  infested  with  itchgrass  or 
Raoulgrass.  Itchgrass,  unlike 
johnsongrass  and  bermudagrass,  de- 
pends solely  on  seeds  for  regeneration 
the  following  year,  and  itchgrass  seed 
production  can  be  extensive.  If  there  is 
anything  good  about  this  weed,  it's  that 
seed  do  not  survive  very  long  in  soil. 
Most  weed  seeds  have  a  built-in  dor- 
mancy or  survival  mechanism,  such 
that,  even  when  conditions  are  favorable 
for  germination,  seed  do  not  germinate. 
This  dormancy  factor  in  weed  seed  as- 
sures that  weeds  will  be  a  problem  year 
after  year  even  though  the  grower  does 
a  good  job  of  preventing  new  seed  from 
being  produced.  Our  research  was  con- 
ducted over  two  years  in  a  fallowed  field 
naturally  infested  with  itchgrass.  Treat- 
ments included  either  tillage  or  applica- 
tion of  Roundup  on  a  monthly  basis 
from  May  through  October.  In  both 
cases,  itchgrass  was  not  allowed  to  pro- 
duce seed.  An  undisturbed  control  was 
included  for  comparison.  Seed  popula- 
tion in  soil  was  determined  in  May  be- 
fore initiation  of  the  study  and  in  Octo- 
ber at  the  conclusion  of  the  study.  Even 
though  tillage  tended  to  enhance 
itchgrass  germination  and  seedling 
emergence,  both  tillage  and  Roundup 
reduced  seed  population  in  the  soil  by 
more  than  90%  in  a  single  growing  sea- 
son. During  this  same  period,  seed 
population  in  the  undisturbed  control 


plots  almost  tripled.  Results  clearly 
show  that  both  timely  herbicide  applica- 
tion and  frequent  tillage  that  prevent 
seed  production  are  effective  in  reduc- 
ing the  itchgrass  soil  seed  reserve  over 
time  m  fallowed  fields.  This  means  that 
it  is  extremely  important  to  minimize 
seed  production  of  itchgrass,  and  if 
plants  are  not  allowed  to  produce  seed, 
the  itchgrass  problem  over  time  can  be 
greatly  reduced.  At  first  this  was  sur- 
prising, but  I  am  aware  of  cane  fields 
heavily  infested  with  itchgrass  that  were 
taken  over  by  good  conscientious  grow- 
ers and  within  a  matter  of  a  couple  of 
years,  it  was  difficult  to  find  much 
itchgrass  in  those  fields. 

What  control  options  are  available  in 
the  cane  crop?  The  best  management 
program  should  begin  in  late  March  or 
early  April  with  an  application  of  a 
preemergence  herbicide.  Prowl  or  the 
trifluralin-containing  products  (Treflan, 
Tri-4,  Trifluralin,  or  Trilin)  can  all  be  used 
to  control  this  weed.  Sencor,  Lexone, 
Sinbar,  Karmex,  and  Atrazine  are  not 
effective  on  itchgrass  preemergence.  Tri- 
fluralin-containing products  are  suscep- 
tible to  loss  due  to  breakdown  by  sun- 
light (photodecomposition)  and  volatil- 
ity. Because  of  this,  incorporation  or 
mixing  of  the  herbicide  into  soil  is  neces- 
sary to  avoid  herbicide  loss  and  loss  of 
weed  control.  It  is  recommended  in  the 
LSU  Agricultural  Center  Sugarcane 
Weed  Control  Guide  that  the  trifluralin- 
containing  products  be  incorporated 
immediately  after  application  with  two 
passes  of  a  rolling  cultivator.  This,  of 
course,  would  be  the  best  case  scenario 
and  would  be  dictated  by  grower  equip- 

MANAGEMENT,  continued  on  page  19 
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PROW! 


herbicide 


Sugarcane  Update 

from  American  Cyanamid 

Spring  Chemical  Weed  Control 
Should  I  use  my  lilliston?  No. 


Reasons  why: 

1.  Can  decrease  yields  0-4  tons/acre. 

•  Supported  by  1988  and  1989  LSU  St.  Gabriel  Research  Station 
Cultural  Practice  Research. 

2.  Can  increase  the  spread  of  Ratoon  Stunting  Disease  (RSD)  and 
Leaf  Scald. 

•  Could  cause  from  1/8-1/3  crop  loss! 

•  Risk  infecting  your  clean  seed  investment. 


PROWL  3.3EC  2  qt./acre  offers: 

•  Safe  and  dependable  grass  control 

•  No  incorporation 

•  Increased  yields 

•  Tank  mix  flexibility  (base  for  your  weed  control  program) 

•  One  pass  weed  control  (saves  time  and  labor) 

•  Excellent  control  of  seedling  johnsongrass,  browntop 
pancium,  itchgrass  and  other  annual  grasses 


For  questions  contact  American  Cyanamid: 
Marc  A.  Grabert  (504)  927-9331 
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PROWL 

herbicide 

Sugarcane  Testimonials 


"The  major  reason  we  use  PROWL  is  for 
Johnsongrass  control.  It  works  better  than  anything 
we've  tried  on  Johnsongrass  and  other  grasses  too. 
Signalgrass  is  probably  our  second  biggest  problem 
grass,  and  PROWL  controls  that  as  well.  We  like  the 
residual  control  PROWL  offers." 
Jimbo  Earles 
Earles  Cane  Co. 

Used  PROWL  on  1,000  acres  of  sugarcane 
Bunkie,  Louisiana 


"We  run  a  family  operation  --  we've  been 
farming  as  a  company  for  21  years.  We 
have  1,300  acres  of  sugarcane,  and  we've 
been  using  a  lot  of  PROWL.  It  controlled 
all  the  Itchgrass  and  did  a  good  job  on  the 
Johnsongrass  and  Browntop  Panicum.  We 
get  good  results  with  PROWL,  and  it  keeps 
our  fields  clean." 
Rodney  R  Foret,  President 
Foret  Farms,  Inc. 
Raceland,  Louisiana 
"PROWL  is  a  great  product  and  has  good 
residual.  It  works  well  and  is  very 
compatible  in  tank  mixes." 
Rudy  Foret 
Foret  Farms,  Inc. 
Raceland,  Louisiana 

(1-r,  Rodney,  Teddy  Dufrene,  Rudy,  John  Foret) 


v* 


"I've  been  using  PROWL  ever  since  it  got 
labeled.  I  don't  fool  with  something  that 
doesn't  work.  We  got  excellent  control  on 
Browntop  Panicum,  which  is  a  problem 
weed  after  layby.  I  know  of  no  other 
chemical  that  works  on  Itchgrass  like 
PROWL  that  doesn't  have  to  be 
incorporated.  It  also  works  very  well  on 
Seedling  Johnsongrass. " 
Charles  G.  Landry  (&  Charles  Jr.) 
Charles  G.  Landry  and  Sons  Farm 
46  year  sugarcane  grower 
Used  PROWL  on  1,900  acres  of  cane 
4  out  of  5  time  winner  of  the  West  Baton 
Rouge  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award 
Bayou  Goula,  Louisiana 
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"I  use  more  PROWL  and  Atrazine  than  any  other 
chemicals  on  my  sugarcane.  We  get  a  very  good 
result  —  afield  clean  of  grass.  PROWL  is  relatively 
easy  to  apply;  you  don't  need  incorporation,  which 
makes  it  a  very  attractive  program  ...  I've  used 
THIMET  for  the  past  3  years.  I  see  a  better  stand  of 
cane  with  THIMET,  and  I  get  a  better  yield.  It  helps 
to  control  wireworms." 
Pat  Accardo 

Awarded  Master  Sugarcane  Farmer  of  St.  Mary 
Parish  in  1997  with  6,722.1  pounds  of  sugar  per 
acre  on  1,126  acres 
Franklin,  Louisiana 


"Our  business  is  over  53  years  old,  and  we  grow 
just  sugarcane.  We  get  good  to  excellent  control 
with  PROWL  on  Johnsongrass,  Browntop  Pancium 
and  Itchgrass.  I  would  definitely  recommend  this 
program  to  others,  because  it  gives  us  the  maximum 
use  of  our  time.  It's  less  weather-susceptible,  and 
primarily  it  enables  us  to  cover  more  ground  in  a 
shorter  amount  of  time  -  PROWL  is  the  biggest 
time  saver. " 
Ronald  Gonsoulin 
Ulysse  Gonsoulin  &  Sons,  Inc. 
4,000  acres  of  sugarcane 
New  Iberia,  Louisiana 


"We  continue  to  fight  Itchgrass  and  Johnsongrass  in 
our  area.  PROWL  has  given  us  the  opportunity  io 
run  across  the  field  in  the  limited  periods  that  we 
have  in  south  Louisiana  with  weather  conditions. 
You  can  put  the  material  out  on  a  clean  seedbed  in 
the  early  spring.  The  performance  of  PROWL  has 
been  outstanding.  PROWL  is  a  key  ingredient  to  a 
successful  cane  crop  when  you  have  to  fight  heavy 
infestations  of  Itchgrass  and  Johnsongrass." 
Chad  G.  Hanks 
Advanced  Agriculture,  Inc. 
Used  PROWL  on  3,000  acres  of  sugarcane 
Lake  Charles,  Louisiana 


"We  use  PROWL  early  in  the  spring,  and  it  gives  us 
good  control  on  Itchgrass  and  Johnsongrass,  and 
that's  where  it  really  stands  out.  You  don't  have  to 
incorporate  it,  and  you  can  put  it  down  early  in  the 
year.  You  can  put  PROWL  out  on  the  worst 
conditions,  and  it  will  still  do  a  good  job. " 
Gary  Laverne 
John  Chance  Farms 
2,000  acres  of  sugarcane 
Opelousas,  Louisiana 
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Louisiana's  Suggested  Chemical  Weed 
Control  Guide  For  Sugarcane 

•  PROWL  offers  you  excellent  grass  control 

•  PROWL  should  be  your  base  grass  chemical  for  your  herbicide  program 
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Planted  Fields      £       •£        ^       f         f         a        I 

Preemergence    co^^^/5^§^^0 

Sinbar  G-E        P  P  P  P  E  G         G  E       G-E 

Sencor/Lexone   G-E        P  P  P        F-G        E        G-E        G  E  E 

Treflan,  Trifluralin, 

Trilin  aned  Tri-4    E  P        G-E        P        G-E        E  P  G  P  P 

PROWL  E  P        G-E        P        G-E        E  P         G  P  P 

Atrazine  PPPPPGEGEE 

Karmex/Direx       F  P  P  P  F        G~E      F-G        G         G       F-G 

Postemergence 

2,4D  P  P  P  P  P  P  G-E        P          G  G 

Banvel  P  P  P  P  P  P  G-E        P  G-E  G-E 

Weedmaster  PPPPPPEPEE 

Evik  P-F  P  F-G  P  G  G  F-G  F-G       G  G 

Atrazine  P  P  P  P  P  P-F  F          F          G  F-G 

Asulox  G  G  P-F  P  G  G  P  F-G        P  P 

Karmex/Direx  F  P  G  P  F  G  F-G        F          G  F-G 

Control  Rating  Scale       Poor  -  less  than  49%;  Fair  -  50-69%;  Good  -  70-89%; 

Excellent  -  90-100%;  does  not  apply  or  not  rated. 

*Chart  and  ratings  from  Louisiana's  Suggested  Chemical  Weed  Control  Guide  1997 

•  PROWL  has  tank  mix  flexibility  with: 

Broadleaf  Chemicals  Burndown  Chemicals 

Sencor/Lexone  Gramoxone  Extra 

Sinbar  2,4D 

Atrazine  Weedmaster 

Karmez/Direx  Asulox 

*  Always  mix  PROWL  last 

For  questions  contact  American  Cyanamid: 
Marc  A.  Grabert  (504)  927-9331 

* Always  read  and  follow  label  directions 
16 
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8010HIGH 
CLEARANCE  TRACTORS 


BUY  OR  LEASE  TODAY 


The  New  Holland  8010  high  clear- 
ance tractor  has  the  power  and  clear- 
ance you  need  to  work  in  valuable 
crops  without  damaging  them. 

The  big,  456  cubic  inch  New 
Holland  engine  delivers  96  PTO 
horsepower-  with  the  low-end  torque 
you  need  for  pulling  heavy  loads 
through  mud  or  sandy  soils.  Four 
wheel  drive  is  standard. 

Ample  crop  clearance  of  29  inches 
at  the  drawbar  eliminates  crop  dam- 
age. 


Two  transmissions  are  available:  a 
1 2x3  constant  mesh  that  includes 
creeper  gear  and  a  1 6x4 
DualPower™  with  creeper  available 
through  dealer  installation.  The 
DualPower  transmission  features  a 
power  shift  in  each  of  the  forward 
gears,  allowing  you  to  instantly 
decrease  ground  speed  and  increase 
torque  for  pulling  through  tough  spots. 

Put  a  New  Holland  "8010"  high  clear- 
ance tractor  to  work  in  your  fields. 
And  get  the  performance  you  need, 
with  a  tax  break  you  deserve. 


1210  St.  Charles  St. 

Houma,  La.  70360 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


3811  Hwy.  90  East 
Broussard,  La 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


5810  Airline  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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M.J.  NAQUIN  INC. 

Ag  Power  &  Machinery  Service 


The  New  White  6144  High  Clearance  Is  A 
GIANT  Step  Above  The  Rest 

Features  include  a  165  H.R  Cummings  engine,  with  32  forward,  32 
reverse  power  shift  transmission.  Tire  sizes  are  20.8  x  42  R2  rear  and 
12.9  x  56  front,  which  gives  a  34"  clearance  under  the  drawbar.  Avail- 
able in  two  and  four  wheel  drive,  with  an  electric  controlled  3  point 
hitch  that  has  a  lift  capacity  of  12,000  lbs. 

Shown  with  the  6144  is  a  High  Clearance  3  Row  Cultivator  with 
22"  blades,  off-bar  attachments,  dirt  shields,  middle  busters  and 
adjustable  furrow  moldboards,  which  is  built  in-house. 

COME  BY  AND  SEE! 

205  ARMS  STREET  •  THIBODAUX,  LA  70301 


(504)  447-3296 


FAX:  (504)  446-3401 
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MANAGEMENT,  continued  from  page  12 

ment  and  preference.  For  best  itchgrass 
control,  however,  uniform  incorporation 
is  essential.  Prowl  is  somewhat  different 
from  the  trifluralin-containing  products 
because  it  is  less  susceptible  to  loss  from 
photodecomposition  and  volatility. 
Consequently,  mechanical  incorporation 
of  Prowl  is  not  required  and  the  herbi- 
cide can  be  activated  or  moved  into  the 
soil  by  rainfall.  As  a  general  rule  for  best 
activity,  rainfall  of  at  least  0.25  inches 
should  be  received  within  10  days. 
These  numbers  are  not  set  in  stone,  but 
the  important  thing  here  is  that  rainfall 
be  received  and  the  herbicide  activated 
before  itchgrass  emergence.  Research 
has  shown  that  if  itchgrass  is  emerged  at 
the  time  of  Prowl  application,  addition 
of  Karmex  or  Direx  along  with  a  non- 
ionic  surfactant  or  crop  oil  concentrate 
will  burndown  emerged  itchgrass  and 
start  the  playing  field  at  ground  zero. 

Start  planning  your  itchgrass  control 
program  for  the  coming  spring.  Some 
considerations  are: 

1.  Consider  the  effect  of  residue  (com- 
bine trash,  winter  weeds,  or  cane  re- 
growth)  on  the  row  top  and  its  impact  on 
herbicide  coverage  of  the  soil  surface. 
Herbicides  can  physically  bind  to  the 
residue  preventing  contact  with  soil. 
Research  is  being  conducted  to  address 
this  area.  Lack  of  uniformity  in  coverage 
of  the  row  top  can  result  in  soil  not 
treated  and  poor  weed  control.  If  the 
presence  of  winter  weeds  is  of  concern, 
fields  can  be  treated  in  March  to  early 
April  with  Gramoxone  Extra,  2,4-D,  or 
Weedmaster.  Cane  regrowth  on  the  row 
tops  can  also  be  removed  with  a  rotary 
mower. 

2.  Avoid  spraying  under  windy  condi- 
tions. This  sometimes  can  be  difficult 
considering  the  weather  conditions  in 
the  spring.  Growers  should  consider  a 


hooded  or  shielded  sprayer  or  some  of 
the  newer  nozzles  designed  to  reduce 
drift.  Consider  this.  If  a  grower  intends 
to  treat  a  36-inch  wide  band  on  the  row 
top,  and  because  of  windy  conditions 
the  entire  6  foot  row  is  treated,  then  her- 
bicide rate  on  the  row  top  is  half  of  what 
it  should  be.  None  of  the  herbicides  that 
we  currently  use  in  sugarcane  effectively 
control  weeds  at  half  rates. 

3.  If  itchgras  is  emerged,  add  Direx  or 
Karmex  plus  an  adjuvant.  Don't  skimp 
on  the  Prowl  rate  when  applied  in  com- 
bination with  Direx  or  Karmex.  Direx 
and  Karmex  will  control  emerged 
itchgrass  and  provide  residual  control  of 
some  broadleaf  weeds. 

4.  Consider  strengths  and  weaknesses  of 
herbicides  when  selecting  specific  com- 
binations. Many  fields  contain  a  variety 
of  weeds.  The  trifluralin-containing 
products  and  Prowl  control  itchgrass, 
seedling  johnsongrass,  and  browntop 
panicum,  but  not  bermudagrass  and 
morning  glories  (tie  vines).  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  beneficial  to  apply  multiple  her- 
bicides in  fields  where  more  than  just 
itchgrass  is  a  problem.  Sencor,  Lexone, 
and  Sinbar  do  not  control  itchgrass,  and 
when  in  combination  with  a  reduced 
rate  of  Prowl,  itchgrass  control  can  be 
reduced. 

If  you  have  questions  about  plan- 
ning your  spring  weed  control  pro- 
grams, check  with  your  county  agent. 
Weed  control  recommendations  made 
by  LSU  Agricultural  Center  and  USDA 
personnel  are  available  through  your 
parish  extension  office. 

/.  L.  Griffin,  R.  E.  Strahan,  and  R.  J. 
Lencse  are  employed  with  the  Louisiana  Ag- 
ricultural Experiment  Station  and  the  Loui- 
siana Cooperative  Extension  Service,  LSU 
Agricultural  Center,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  The 
authors  are  appreciative  of  the  American 
Sugarcane  League  for  support  of  weed  con- 
trol research. 
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ARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Crop  Finished  -  Thank  You  To  Cooperators 
ASCL  Computer  User's  Group  -  Bryan  main 
Seed  Questionnaires  -  Keep  Fields  Drained 


On  January  6, 1998,  the  Enterprise 
factory  received  its  last  cane, 
thus  officially  ending  the  1997 
Louisiana  harvest  campaign.  A  total  of 
12,015,561  tons  of  cane  were  reported  to 
have  been  ground  by  the  19  factories 
during  the  1997  season.  There  were 
some  407,787  reported  acres  in  produc- 
tion in  the  state  during  this  last  year.  It  is 
estimated  that  less  than  30,000  acres 
were  used  for  seed.  The  1997  planting 
season  was  one  of  the  smallest  in  many 
years  due  to  the  large  1996  planting 
caused  by  the  winter  of  1995.  Also,  con- 
siderable acreage  was  planted  to  LCP 
85-384,  which  due  to  its  high  stalk  popu- 
lation requires  fewer  seed  cane  acres.  As 
a  result,  the  expected  seed  cane  acreage 
in  the  state  is  less  than  the  8%  of  total 
acres  that  is  calculated  in  normal  years. 
Total  cane  production  (12,015,561 
tons)  and  estimated  acres  harvested  for 
sugar  (378,000  ac)  provide  a  per  acre 
yield  of  31.8  gross  tons  of  cane  per  acre. 
An  estimated  1,274,700  tons  of  sugar, 
raw  value,  were  produced  from  this  ton- 
nage. Using  the  estimated  acreage,  over 
6,700  pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  (raw 
value)  were  produced.  These  estimated 
yields  result  in  212  pounds  of  sugar  per 
ton  of  cane,  raw  value. 

Of  these  values,  total  sugar  produc- 
tion (1.274  million  tons  of  sugar,  raw 
value),  acreage  planted  (407,787  ac), 
acreage  harvested  (378,000  ac),  and 
pounds  of  sugar  per  acre  (6,700  lbs)  are 
all  new  state  records.  Many  factories 
around  the  state  also  set  individual 


records  for  cane  ground  and  sugar  pro- 
duction during  the  season. 

Many  growers  also  report  new  pro- 
duction highs  on  individual  farms  as  a 
result  of  the  good  growing  season  and 
an  especially  good  harvest  season  expe- 
rienced during  1997.  There  were  some 
areas  of  the  state  which  were  not  as  high 
in  yield  because  of  drought  or  other  con- 
ditions; but,  most  growers  produced 
average  to  above  average  yields.  Rea- 
sons for  these  yields  are  a  little  difficult 
to  understand,  since  the  growing  season 
was  good,  although  not  exceptionally 
good.  In  fact,  many  industry  personnel 
felt  that  yields  would  only  be  average. 
The  most  important  factor  was  the  dryer 
than  normal  harvest  season  which  al- 
lowed growers  to  capture  most  of  the 
yield  that  had  been  produced.  The 
higher  yield  potential  of  newer  varieties 
also  contributed  to  the  production  level 
of  1997.  However,  many  agree  that  the 
dry  harvest  conditions  were  the  major 
reason  that  the  yields  of  1997  will  go 
down  in  history  as  record  breaking  fig- 
ures. 

Thank  you  to  cooperators 

Each  year,  following  the  harvest  season, 
this  author  attempts  to  thank  all  of  the 
many  individuals  around  the  state  who 
have  contributed  to  the  overall  research 
program  that  is  conducted  by  so  many 
researchers  within  the  state  and  even 
outside  the  state.  Sometimes,  we  in  the 
League  feel  guilty  about  not  personaliz- 
ing these  thank  you  remarks.  However, 


the  number  of  individuals  that  contrib- 
ute to  research  is  so  overwhelming  that 
if  we  were  to  list  them  individually,  we 
would  certainly  leave  someone  out. 
Therefore,  we  extend  this  thank  you  to 
the  entire  group. 

It  is  important,  not  only  to  thank 
each  of  you  for  contributing  time,  labor, 
cane,  equipment,  mills,  etc.  for  the  sake 
of  research,  but  also  that  those  who  are 
on  the  receiving  end  recognize  the  im- 
portance of  what  these  cooperators  con- 
tribute. While  there  are  many  industry 
members  who  participate  in  this  re- 
search program,  there  is  an  even  larger 
number  of  growers  and  processors  who 
get  the  benefits  of  this  research.  They 
should  realize  the  importance  of  what 
all  our  cooperators  contribute  to  make 
the  research  program  in  Louisiana  as  ef- 
fective as  possible  and  also  affordable. 

ASCL  Computer  Users'  Group 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
has  for  many  years  been  sponsoring  a 
Computer  User's  Group  which  provides 
a  forum  for  those  in  the  industry  inter- 
ested in  computerization  of  records. 
This  group  attempts  to  get  together  at 
least  once  a  year  to  discuss  items  of  in- 
terest. Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  and 
Windell  Jackson  have  been  organizing 
these  meetings  and  again  have  planned 
a  meeting  for  February  20,  1998.  The 
meeting  will  take  place  at  9:00  am  at  the 
Howard  Johnson  Lodge  in  Thibodaux. 
There  will  be  three  speakers  that  morn- 
ing who  will  cover  items  of  interest  to  all 
of  you.  Precision  agriculture  will  be  dis- 
cussed by  Darryl  Rester  of  the  Extension 
Service.  In  addition  to  providing  back- 
ground info  on  precision  farming,  he 
will  show  some  of  the  tools  and  tech- 
niques used  and  results  achieved  in 
other  crops. 

Map-based  record  keeping  and  crop 
insurance  will  be  handled  by  Glen 


Daigle  of  Buller 's  Crop  Insurance  Co.  A 
mapping  program  developed  by  VisAg 
to  help  sugarcane  growers  with  field 
records  will  be  demonstrated. 

Lori  Lockaby  of  Lockaby  Farm  Man- 
agement will  present  the  ABC's  of  Man- 
agement. She  will  outline  a  financial 
management  program  designed  to  help 
you  analyze  business  records  more  effi- 
ciently. 

The  meeting  should  conclude  by 
noon  and  should  be  of  interest  to  every- 
one in  the  industry.  If  you  are  already  on 
the  Computer  User's  Group  mailing  list 
then  you  should  have  already  gotten 
information  pertaining  to  this  meeting. 
If  you  would  like  to  be  placed  on  the 
mailing  list,  then  please  call  the  League 
Office  and  inform  the  staff.  Information 
regarding  this  meeting  will  be  sent  to 
you.  Computer  usage  may  or  may  not 
help  you  make  better  yields  of  cane  and 
sugar,  but  it  will  certainly  assist  you  in 
management  and  make  you  a  better 
business  person.  As  rising  production 
costs  erode  your  profit  margin,  due  to 
stagnant  or  declining  sugar  prices,  it 
becomes  increasingly  important  to  man- 
age your  business  more  efficiently.  The 
League's  Computer  User's  Group  can 
put  you  in  touch  with  professionals  that 
can  assist  you  with  this  endeavor. 

Bryan  Allain 

On  December  20, 1997,  Bryan  Allain, 
formerly  of  A.V.  Allain  &  Sons  in 
Jeanerette  passed  away.  Of  course  most 
industry  members  in  the  Bayou  Teche 
region  knew  Mr.  Bryan  well.  Industry 
members  in  other  parts  of  the  cane  belt 
may  not  have  personally  known  Mr. 
Allain,  but  you  should  be  aware  of  what 
he  did  for  you.  Mr.  Bryan  was  a  member 
of  the  League's  Machinery  Committee 
for  almost  as  long  as  this  author  can  re- 
member and  always  had  much  to  con- 
FARM  NOTES,  continued  on  page  24 
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Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Todays  careful  planning  is 
the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 
loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 


The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 


Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 
Port  Allen  Opelousas         {£)> 

(504)  344-2691       (318)  942-1461 


LAND  BANK 

'^tJfle/irA'" 


LENDER 
(E8half  10/93) 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1 269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 
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tribute.  However,  his  most  notable  con- 
tribution to  this  industry  came  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  patented  and  developed  the  two 
row  soldier  harvester  as  we  know  it  to- 
day. This  one  accomplishment  has  prob- 
ably had  a  larger  economic  impact  on 
this  modern  day  industry  than  any  other 
invention. 

Mr.  Bryan,  in  his  unselfish  way,  did 
not  brag  about  his  achievements,  but 
was  always  ready  to  share  his  experi- 
ences and  his  thoughts  on  just  how  to 
make  machinery  operate  better.  Mr. 
Bryan  was  not  only  a  good  farmer,  but 
also  a  good  industry  member.  He  was 
active  in  his  community  and  church  af- 
fairs and  is  father  to  David  Allain  who 
now  serves  on  the  League  Board.  This 
industry's  condolences  are  extended  to 
his  family  and  know  that  he  will  be 
sadly  missed. 

Seed  questionnaires 

As  is  normally  the  case,  we  make  a 
plea  for  growers  who  have  not  yet  re- 
ported their  seed  cane  acreage  to  the 
FSA  office  to  do  so.  Earlier  in  this  article, 
estimated  state  yields  were  provided. 
These  yields  are  only  as  accurate  as  the 
data  that  was  used  to  calculate  them. 
Acreage  harvested  for  sugar  can  only  be 
estimated  after  a  sufficient  number  of 
growers  report  their  seed  cane  usage.  It 
is  extremely  important  that  growers  re- 
port the  number  of  seed  cane  acres  used 
so  that  individual  grower  records,  par- 
ish records  and  state  records  can  be  as 
accurate  as  possible.  Some  would  be- 
lieve that  these  records  are  only  for  show 
or  high  yield  contest  purposes.  NOT 
TRUE.  Production  records  form  the  ba- 
sis for  what  ultimately  helps  cletermine 
the  level  of  import  quotas  WHICH 
STRONGLY  INFLUENCES  THE  DO- 


MESTIC PRICE  OF  SUGAR.  Reporting 
your  seed  cane  acreage  is  something  that 
shouldn't  be  taken  lightly  by  growers 
nor  the  FSA  County  Directors. 

Keep  fields  drained 

As  suggested  over  the  last  few  is- 
sues, with  El  Nino  present  and  the  pre- 
diction of  higher  than  normal  rainfall 
this  winter  and  spring,  it  is  wise  to  make 
sure  that  quarter-drains  and  other  drain- 
age structures  are  in  the  best  possible 
condition.  It  is  well  established  that  wet 
field  conditions  during  the  winter  and 
spring  can  reduce  cane  tonnage.  Do  not 
allow  these  weather  conditions  to  re- 
duce your  yield  potential. 

While  many  growers  like  to  take 
time  off  during  this  time  of  the  year,  it  is 
important  to  make  sure  that  water  is  not 
needlessly  remaining  in  your  fields. 
With  the  excessive  rains  of  early  January, 
it  is  nearly  impossible  to  get  the  water 
off  fast  enough.  However,  once  the 
pumps  and  natural  drainage  remove  the 
bulk  of  the  water,  be  certain  that  drains 
and  ditches  are  not  clogged  and  holding 
water  in  the  fields.  Yields  and  your  fu- 
ture may  depend  upon  the  quality  of 
your  field  drainage. 


CHIEF  ENGINEER 


Progressive  South  Louisiana 

raw  sugar  mill  seeks . 

applicants  for  this  top 

management  position. 

Send  confidential  resume  to: 


General  Manager 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

P.O.  Drawer  938 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
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Delta  Chemicals 


Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave. 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)942-8180 


ROBERT  TOOL  CO.  Is  introducing  a  new  line  of  billet  cane 
wagons  for  1998.  The  line  includes  a  ten-ton  capacity  wagon  with 
improved  reach  over  the  97  model.  The  ten-ton  wagon  is  available  with 
either  rigid  or  rocking  tandem.  And  for  the  larger  operations  a  fifteen- 
ton  hydraulic  dump  cart  with  rocking  tandem  is  available. 

ROBERT  TOOL  CO.  Is  committed  to 
producing  quality  equipment  at  competitive 
prices.  All  designs  are  produced  by  our  in 
house  registered  professional  engineer  to 
ensure  reliability  and  utmost  performance  for 
the  long  haul. 

COMPARE  US  TO  ANY  MANUFACTURER,   YOU'LL  BE  GLAD  YOU  DID. 

ROBERT  TOOL  CO.,  INC . 


Contact:  Mike  Robert 

for  more  information 

(504)675-4751 


WE  OFFER  PURCHASE 

PLANS  AND  LEASING 

ARRANGEMENTS 


6099  Brewerton  Rd. 

Gonzales  LA    70737 

fax:(504)673-8631 
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Drink 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAUAAAAAAMU 

Made  with  pure  Louisiana  Cane  Sugar 


and  support 
Louisiana  sugarcane  farmers 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coeiwer,  P.E. 
G.E.C..  Inc. 


Pollution  Taxes  Increased  Again 


Taxes  in  the  form  of  "fee  assess- 
ments" by  the  Louisiana  Depart- 
ment of  Environmental  Quality 
(LDEQ)  are  going  up  again.  Such  fees 
are  assessed  for  new  or  modified  air 
emission  and  water  discharge  permits, 
for  "annual  maintenance"  of  these  per- 
mits, and  assessments  on  each  mass  unit 
of  water  discharges  and  air  emissions. 
When  the  Louisiana  Legislature  first 
delegated  authority  to  assess  such  fees 
(taxes)  in  1980,  it  was  for  the  stated  pur- 
pose of  recovering  the  actual  cost  of 
regulating  the  pollution  sources  so  as- 
sessed -  a  concept  that  has  wide  public 
support  if  it  is  done  efficiently  and  cost 
assessments  are  distributed  fairly 

Fees  assessed  the  various  pollution 
sources  were  nominal  at  first,  but  envi- 
ronmentalists and  greedy  bureaucrats 
soon  discovered  that  this  authority  to 
tax  industry  was  an  easy  way  to  get 
money  for  all  sorts  of  costly,  unrelated 
and  unnecessary  "environmental"  ac- 
tivities that  the  Legislature  was  other- 
wise unwilling  to  fund.  For  the  typical 
sugar  mill,  these  fees  grew  from  none  in 
1979  to  over  $25,000  per  year  in  1995. 

When,  in  1995,  LDEQ  announced  its 
intent  to  increase  the  already  bloated 
fees  by  79  percent,  it  became  obvious  to 
the  Legislature  that  the  monster  it  cre- 
ated was  out  of  control.  Act  1005  of  1995 
placed  a  limit  on  such  fee  increases  to  a 
maximum  of  8  percent  per  year. 

On  November  20, 1997,  LDEQ  pro- 
mulgated new  rules  increasing  Air 
Quality  Control  Program  fees  by  8  per- 
cent across  the  board.  Sugar  mills  and 


other  industrial  establishments  were 
mailed  invoices  on  December  2,  1997 
billing  them  for  calendar  year  1996  emis- 
sions at  the  increased  rate.  Apparently 
LDEQ  has  the  authority  to  impose  a  tax 
retroactively!  There  is  no  doubt  that  in- 
creases of  8  percent  per  year  can  be  an- 
ticipated henceforth,  even  though  the 
rate  of  cost  inflation  in  the  overall 
economy  is  and  has  been  recently  much 
less  than  8  percent. 

While  an  additional  $106  assessment 
for  annual  "permit  maintenance"  may 
not  be  a  breaker,  the  increased  assess- 
ment on  criteria  pollutant  emissions 
deserves  careful  consideration.  These 
charges  increase  from  $9  per  ton  for  1995 
emissions  to  $9.72  for  1996  emissions.  A 
typical  sugar  mill  (500,000  tons  per  year) 
equipped  with  hydroscrubbers  will  pay 
an  additional  $288  for  bagasse  boiler 
emissions  and  if  not  equipped  with 
scrubbers  an  additional  $720. 

Because  the  current  trend  is  for  sugar 
mills  to  process  more  cane  each  year, 
and  the  fiber  content  of  cane  received  is 
increasing,  more  bagasse  will  be  burned 
and  more  of  annual  emissions  assessed 
a  fee  escalating  at  8  percent  per  year. 

Escalating  emission  taxes  is  but  one 
of  several  reasons  why  emissions  from 
sugar  mills  should  be  minimized.  Sugar 
mill  emissions  can  be  significantly  re- 
duced by  more  efficient  boiler  opera- 
tions and  energy  conservation  in  mill 
operations.  However,  profitable  markets 
for  the  excess  bagasse  is  an  essential  el- 
ement of  any  such  tax  and  emissions 
reduction  scheme. 
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CLASS  I  F  I  E  D  S 


1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new  style  air  — 
$35,000.  Call  J.W.  Hurdle  Jr.  at  (504)  749- 
2892. 

1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front  wheel  drive, 
PTO,  heavy  duty  steel  bumper  with  box, 
3,640  hrs.,  still  under  warranty  -  $46,700; 
1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 
JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist  -  $9,600; 
1974  JD  4020  Loader  with  attachment  - 
$8,300;  Davis  Cane  Carts  -  2  for  $6,600 
and  2  for  $6,300;  3-Row  Tiller  with  3  pt. 
hitch,  openers,  and  extra  blades  -  $3,850; 
3-Row  Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch  and 
gauge  wheels  -  $650;  16'  Flat  Chopper  w/ 
cylinder  -  $750;  6'  Case  End  Row  Flat 
Chopper  (parts  only)  -  $100;  Sub-soiler- 
$300;  1990  Case/lnt'l  5120  Maxum,  3,490 


FOR.       SALE 


hrs.  -  $22,500;  3-Row  Cultivator  with  3 
busting  plows  and  6  shields  &  6  clamps  - 
$2,800.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (318) 
365-0014. 


1996  Bayou  Service  Planter's  Aid, 

excellent  condition,  $6,000.  Call  Roy 
McCoy  at  (318)  346-4160  or  (318)  346- 
2486. 

4-10  Ton  Combine  High  Dump  Wagons, 

2  years  old.  Call  Frankie  Solite  at  (504) 
473-7954  or  (504)  473-7042. 

Thomson  4  Wheel  Drive  Field  Loader,  1  - 
Case  2096  High  Crop  1989  Model,  1  -  3 
Pt.  Hitch  14  Ft.  Bush  Hog.  Call  693- 
6398,  let  ring  till  page. 


FOR  SALE 

J&L  Land  Level,  new  blades  -  $4,750;  Grader  Blade  12'  on  Wheels  -  $3,000; 
Wood  10'  Blade,  3  pt.  Hitch  -  $1,650;  JD  16'  1630  Disc  -  $5,500;  JD  2640  -  $10,250. 

Call  Grady  Dugas 

Parks,  LA 

(318)  845-4774 


Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%;,  and  $2.88  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $12.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 

Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s) 


Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


HALF  PRICE 
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Commercial  Members 

OF  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the 


S.A.  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

100- A  Wadsworth,  Maurice,  LA  70555 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 
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12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Mastercraf t  Fab,  Inc. 
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MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

108  Stonewall  Ave.,  Carencro,  LA  70520 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 
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3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 
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Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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Farm  Division 

Owned  and  Operated  by  Southern  Gentlemen 


Gentlemen, 

In  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  Cane  industry^Bayou  Fabricators 
is  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  opened  a  new  Farm  Equipment  Division. 

We  are  currently  offering  cane  trailers  for  field  operations.  The  wagons 
will  have  the  automatic  hydraulic  dumping  features,  and  will  hold  up  to  10  Tons. 
We  also  offer  a  14  Ton  unit  which  will  be  available  on  a  special  order  basis. 

In  order  to  fulfill  the  needs  of  our  customers,  we  have  consulted  many 
farmers  and  engineers,  and  we  feel  we  have  the  best  designed  wagon  available.  In 
our  discussions  with  our  customers,  we  feel  that  we  have  eliminated  many  of  the 
problems  encountered  with  earlier  models. 

We  have  been  in  the  fabrication  business  for  over  20  years  and  will 
produce  a  wagon  that  will  provide  many  years  of  trouble  free  operation.  However, 
each  wagon  will  come  with  a  one  year  manufacturer's  warranty. 

Thank  You 


Customized  Metal  Fabrications 
65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764-  Office:  504-659-2427  ~  FAX  504-659-2858 


Dear  Growers: 
You  have  asked  for  a  choice, 
so  choose  the  name  you  have 
come  to  know  and  trust 


New  Solutions 
for  1998 


Both  backed  by  Monsanto,  Co, 


Sincerely, 

Ken  Naquin 

Local  Market  Manager 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  aliqnment 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 


ArgentBank  and  Hibernia 

When  Good  People  Come 

Together,  Great  Things  Happen 


Sugarcane  farmer  Robert  Falcon  harvests  his  crop  at  his 
farm  in  Napoleonville. 


When  sugarcane  grows,  our  economy 
grows.  And  in  Southeast  Louisiana,  the 
relationship  between  the  bank  and 
business  owners  is  a  key  part  of  a  strong 
economy. 

Just  ask  the  sugarcane  farmers. 

That's  why  the  merger  of  ArgentBank 
and  Hibernia  National  Bank  is  so 
important.  In  fact,  Hibernia  has 


demonstrated  an  outstanding 
commitment  to  Louisiana  business 
owners  for  127  years. 

Now  that  ArgentBank  has  merged  with 
Hibernia,  you'll  have  the  resources  of 
Hibernia's  $11  billion  banking  network 
working  for  you. 

And  that  means  greater  financial 
strength  ...  up  and  down  the  bayou. 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters! 


formerly 


ArgentBank 


£* 


1998  Hibernia  National  Bank 
www.hiberniabank.com 
Member  FDIC 


FRONT        WITH        THE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


E  A  G  U  E 


Getting  To  Know  You 


When  I  first  came  to  the  League, 
one  of  my  ambitious  objec- 
tives was  to  meet  and  visit 
with  each  and  every  sugar  cane  grower 
in  the  state.  I  felt  that  surely  with  only 
700  plus  growers  and  several  years  to  ac- 
complish this  task  that  it  would  be  quite 
easy.  To  the  contrary,  since  I  have  been  at 
the  League  there  have  been  annual 
fights  in  the  Congress,  not  only  to  pro- 
tect the  sugar  program  as  we  now  know 
it,  but  also  to  protect  the  sugar  research 
effort,  the  ever  changing  trade  situation, 
and  other  issues  that  have  the  potential 
to  effect  our  industry  for  the  long  run. 
Not  to  mention  Highway  weights,  new 
growing  areas  and  other  issues  that 
seem  to  literally  pop  up  daily. 

However,  I  did  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  invited  to  travel  with  a  group 
of  growers  to  visit  some  sugar  cane 
growing  areas  and  to  view,  and  ask 
questions  about,  an  installed  "ABC" 
processing  unit  during  this  pass  month. 
Maybe  it  is  because  they  were  from  my 
Father's  home  town,  to  which  I  feel  a 
close  relationship,  or  maybe  it  was  just 
that  they  are  the  typical  Louisiana 
grower  that  works  hard  when  it  is  time 
to  work  and  plays  equally  as  hard  when 
the  opportunity  presents  itself.  Regard- 
less, it  was  a  very  enjoyable  long  week- 
end for  me  and  an  opportunity  to  get  to 
know  some  of  the  people  for  whom  I 
work.  While  at  the  same  time  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  reconfirm  my  belief  that 
I  am  working  for  probably  the  best 
group  of  people  in  this  state.  It  is  my 
hope  to  travel  with  the  group  of  growers 
that  are  going  to  Florida  in  the  first  week 
of  March.  But  only  the  Congress  and  the 


state  Legislature  can  make  that  decision 
for  me. 

To  Jackie  Theriot  and  the  group  from 
LASUCA.  Thanks  for  allowing  me  to 
travel  with  you.  And  more  importantly, 
thanks  for  allowing  me  to  feel  as  though 
I  have  known  you  for  a  lot  longer  than  I 
actually  have.  In  closing,  I  HEARD 
THAT  YOU  SAID Thanks  Guys! 

Industry  meeting 

Also,  in  the  past  month  the  leader- 
ship of  the  League  met  with  industry 
representatives  from  both  the  cane  and 
beet  sectors  to  discuss  issues  of  common 
concern.  Additionally,  time  was  spent 
reviewing  attacks  that  have  begun  on 
the  sugar  industry  by  the  sweetener  us- 
ers and  discussing  possible  strategies  in 
the  congressional  process  that  we  know 
are  eminent. 

Issues  on  the  front  burner 

As  we  move  in  to  1998,  most  of  you 
are  already  aware  of  the  Peter  Jennings 
story  on  TV  that  attacked  the  sugar  in- 
dustry based  upon  the  misinformation 
in  the  old  GAO  study  (Governmental 
Accounting  Office)  of  several  years 
back.  This  study  was  refuted  by  the  De- 
partment of  Agricultural,  yet  the  end 
users  of  sugar,  who  hold  sway  with 
major  networks  because  of  the  amount 
of  monies  they  spend  on  advertising 
(print  and  TV  media),  have  the  ability  to 
"buy"  time  for  their  side  of  the  story. 
Additionally,  the  Readers  Digest  ran  an 
article.  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  1998 
attempt  to  dismantle  what  little  protec- 
tion our  government  gives  us  against 
the  heavily  subsidized  government  sup- 


ported  sugar  programs  in  other  parts  of 
the  world. 

Additionally,  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment has  been  attempting  to  deny  the 
signed  letter  of  agreement  in  the  NAFTA 
and  insist  that  Mexico  should  be  al- 
lowed to  send  in  substantially  larger 
quantities  of  sugar,  immediately,  into  the 
United  States.  Our  government  has 
taken  a  position  that  the  side  letter  was 
as  legitimate  as  any  other  side  letters. 

As  though  the  Mexican  effort  to 
bring  additional  sugar  into  this  country 
is  not  enough,  there  is  a  "molasses  stuff- 
ing" enterprise  in  Michigan.  Molasses 
(or  rather  what  appears  to  be  more  of  a 
syrup)is  being  brought  into  Michigan 
and  then  the  sugar  is  processed  out  for 
sale  in  this  country.  This  operation  is 
designed  to  produce  approximately 
350,000  tons  of  sugar  annually.  The 
sugar  contained  in  this  molasses  is  be- 
lieved to  be  a  product  of  Cuba.  The 
sugar  industry  is  working  with  the  Cus- 
toms Department  and  with  congres- 
sional offices  in  an  attempt  to  stop  this 
obvious  circumvention  of  sugar  import 
polices. 

While  you  may  think  that  this  is 
enough  to  keep  the  leadership  of  the 
League  busy,  we're  spending  much  time 
monitoring  all  trade  issues  that  may  af- 
fect us.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  very  few 
of  the  other  governments  throughout 
the  world  have  done  anything  to  reform 
their  sugar  programs,  while  at  the  same 
time  we  march  steadily  toward  a  world 
where  "Free  Trade"  is  to  be  the  norm. 
We'll  have  to  continue  to  monitor  the 
progress  of  all  negotiations  in  hopes  that 
the  WTO  (World  Trade  Organization) 
will  mandate  reform  in  these  other 
countries.  If  not,  it  is  obviously  neces- 
sary that  we  maintain  at  least  the  mini- 
mum protection  we  presently  have  in 
order  to  stay  in  business  and  until  the 
WTO  mandates  the  reforms  in  these 
other  sugar  producing  countries. 


On  a  closer  to  home  basis.  We  are 
constantly  reminded  of  our  need  to 
practice  the  Best  Management  Practices 
that  are  put  forth  for  crop  production 
with  the  advent  of  the  problem  of  Atra- 
zine  being  found  in  the  water  supply  in 
one  of  the  parishes  of  the  Barataria- 
Terrebonne  Basin.  This  is  a  serious  prob- 
lem and  one  that  needs  to  be  addressed, 
not  only  in  that  area  but  throughout  the 
Sugar  Belt. 

With  some  good  luck  and  the  help  of 
the  Louisiana  legislature,  our  industry, 
along  with  other  commodities,  was  al- 
lowed a  weight  limit  of  100,000  pounds 
gross  vehicle  weight  on  the  state  high- 
ways. Needless  to  say  some  of  our  grow- 
ers and  truckers  have  opted  not  to  obey 
the  law  and  to  overload  their  vehicles. 
The  state  department  of  transportation 
is  using  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  as 
a  "whipping  boy",  blaming  sugar  for 
damage  to  a  system  of  roads  that  were 
never  constructed  nor  designed  prop- 
erly. Regardless,  our  industry  needs  to 
abide  by  the  law.  I  am  certain  that  we 
will  be  faced  with  some  attempts  to  re- 
voke this  privilege  in  the  upcoming  leg- 
islative sessions  and  some  concessions 
may  need  to  be  made  in  order  to  main- 
tain our  permitted  weights. 

At  this  point  I  could  say,  "Last  but 
not  least,"  but,  the  fact  is  that  the  biotech 
research  issue  is  neither  last  or  the  least 
important.  The  funding  was  omitted  in 
this  year's  budget  and  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  League  to  fully  engage  itself 
again  to  maintain  this  all  important  re- 
search effort. 

As  you  can  see,  there  are  a  number  of 
issues  on  the  front  burner  at  all  times. 
And,  some  times  it  appears  that  the  is- 
sues grow  rather  than  resolve.  Now 
more  than  ever,  all  growers  need  to  be 
involved  in  the  Leagues  efforts.  For  now, 
these  are  some  of  the  major  concerns  for 
the  future.  Who  knows  what  tomorrow 
will  bring. 


Lease  a  Combine  Harvester 


Terms 

5-years  to  7-years. 
Fixed  Purchase  Option 

Payments 

Flexible  to  fit  any 
operation:    Monthly 
Quarterly 
Semiannual 
Annual 


Set  the  terms  you  need! 


Now  you  can  lease  the  Combine  Harvester  you 
need  and  set  the  financing  terms  that  maximize  your 
tax  benefits  and  your  cash  flow.  A  lease  can  be 
structured  to  give  you  a  bigger  tax  deduction  than 
you'd  get  with  a  loan  or  paying  cash. 

Low  payments  combined  with  tax  benefits  gives 
you  a  financing  option  that  meets  your  operation's 
special  needs.  For  information  on  custom-fit  lease 
terms,  call: 


PBDHB 


Producers  Ag  Finance,  Inc. 

504-447-4023 


La  Cane 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MANUFACTURING,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  71  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  447-3771  •  Fax:  (504)  447-8404 

TIGER  —  2  Row  Chopper  Harvester 


Available  for  the  1998  Harvest 

Season 

Call  La  Cane  (Jim  Collinson  or 

Ken  Caillouet)  to  Schedule  a 

Video  Presentation  or  For 

More  Information 


FEATURES: 

•  2-Row  Cutting  at  Pour  Rates  of  200  to  300  Tons  Per  Hour 

•  Topping,  Stripping  and  Extracting  Leaves  Before  Chopping  and  Loading 

•  4  Wheel  Drive  (Rubber  Tires) 

•  Base  Cutting  Out  in  Front  of  Running  Gear  to  Help  Prevent  Mud  Induction 
While  Cutting  in  Wet  Conditions 

•  Excellent  Weight  Distribution,  Balance  and  Low  Ground  Baring  Pressure 

•  Green  Cane  Cutting  in  All  Conditions 

INCREASE  PROFITS  BY: 

•  Reduced  Operating  Costs 

•  Increased  Cutting  &  Loading  Rates 

•  Reduced  Labor  &  Fuel  Costs 

•  Reduced  Trash  8c  Mud  in  Cane 

•  Reduced  Maintenance 
(Less  Equipment  8c  NO  TRACKS) 

•  Higher  C.R.S.  8c  Higher  Tonnage 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Congress  Steps  Around  Distractions  to  Focus  on  Budget  Matters 


While  much  of  Washington 
talked  of  the  growing  crises 
in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  in  the 
White  House,  Capitol  Hill  lawmakers 
opened  the  1998  session  by  turning  their 
attention  to  less  incendiary  issues.  Con- 
gress started  the  new  year  with  a  joint 
session  to  hear  President  Clinton's  State 
of  the  Union  address,  and  to  draw  battle 
lines  in  the  growing  debate  over  what  to 
do  with  the  much  anticipated  budget 
surplus,  in  the  event  that  one  occurs. 
President  Clinton  threw  out  the  first 
salvo  by  promising  to  send  to  Congress 
the  first  balanced  budget  in  three  de- 
cades, and  urging  that  any  surplus  be 
used  to  protect  Social  Security.  After- 
wards, many  Republicans  responded  by 
arguing  that  budget  savings  should  be 
used  to  pay  down  the  national  debt  or  as 
a  basis  to  offer  tax  cuts. 

A  few  days  after  the  joint  session, 
President  Clinton  kept  his  promise,  of- 
fering a  FY  1999  budget  with  zero  defi- 
cit. The  President's  budget  proposal  in- 
cludes $54.3  billion  for  agriculture, 
down  $700  million  from  last  year.  The 
Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  at- 
tributed the  savings  to  an  improved 
economy,  better  administrative  effi- 
ciency, program  reductions,  and  higher 
loan  repayments.  The  USDA  has  also 
saved  money  by  funding  several  pro- 


grams with  user  fees  rather  than  federal 
resources.  The  bulk  of  USDA  spending, 
about  seventy  percent,  is  reserved  for 
mandatory  programs  such  as  commod- 
ity programs.  The  remaining  thirty  per- 
cent is  dedicated  to  discretionary  pro- 
grams such  as  rural  development,  do- 
mestic and  international  marketing  as- 
sistance, and  the  nutrition  assistance 
fund  for  women,  infants  and  children, 
better  known  as  WIC. 

The  Farm  Service  Agency  estimates 
that  the  commodity  program  for  sugar 
will  earn  $39  million,  mostly  through 
marketing  assessments,  the  most  of  any 
other  commodity  except  tobacco.  The 
Agriculture  Research  Service  proposes 
cuts  within  the  Plant  Sciences  research 
program.  Included  within  the  recom- 
mended cuts  are  four  projects  conducted 
at  the  research  laboratory  in  Houma, 
Louisiana.  Last  year's  proposed  budget 
also  recommended  cutting  out  three  of 
the  four  projects,  but  all  three  were  re- 
stored by  Congress.  The  fourth  was 
added  into  the  budget  by  Congress,  as 
well. 

February  WASDE  Sees  Little  Change 
from  January 

The  USDA  released  its  February  re- 
port for  the  World  Agriculture  Supply 
and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE),  indi- 


eating  only  a  minor  decrease  in  cane 
production  in  Texas.  Projections  for  do- 
mestic production  in  all  other  cane  and 
beet  growing  areas  were  unchanged. 
Nevertheless,  total  supply  fell  by 
227,000  short  tons,  raw  value,  as  a  result 
of  the  cancellation  of  January's  import 
tranche.  The  downward  adjustment  to 
total  supply  lowered  the  USDA's  esti- 
mate of  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  from 
15.7%  down  to  13.5%.  The  next  200,000 
ton  import  tranche  will  be  allocated  in 
March,  unless  the  estimated  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  in  the  March  WASDE  rises  back 
above  15.5%. 

Federal  Judge  Rules  Line  Item  Veto 
Unconstitutional 

An  Idaho  potato  farmers  cooperative 
and  the  State  of  New  York  have,  for  the 
moment,  successfully  teamed  up  in 
separate  actions  to  challenge  President 
Clinton's  use  of  the  line  item  veto,  which 
allows  the  President  to  remove  funding 
for  specific  programs  within  an  appro- 
priations bill.  U.S.  District  Judge  Tho- 
mas F.  Hogan  ruled  that  the  veto  was  in 
violation  of  two  fundamental  constitu- 
tional constructs,  the  first  requiring  a 
president  to  either  sign  or  reject  bills  in 
their  entirety,  and  the  second  maintain- 
ing a  separation  of  powers  between  the 
three  branches  of  federal  government. 
Judge  Hogan  held  the  line  item  veto  vio- 
lates the  latter  principle  by  delegating  to 
the  president  part  of  Congress'  authority 
to  make  laws.  The  White  House  quickly 
announced  it  would  appeal  the  ruling, 
seeking  an  expedited  review  by  the  Su- 
preme Court,  which  could  hear  the  case 
later  this  spring. 

The  Idaho  cooperative  filed  its  suit 
last  year  shortly  after  President  Clinton 
used  his  line  item  veto  authority  to 
strike  out  a  provision  included  in  the 
1997  budget  and  tax  package  which 
would  have  allowed  persons  who  sell 


stock  or  property  to  farmers'  coopera- 
tives to  defer  taxes  incurred  from  the 
transaction.  As  a  result  of  the  veto,  an 
effort  by  the  Snake  River  Potato  Growers, 
Inc.  to  purchase  a  processing  plant  fell 
through  when  the  seller  learned  he  might 
have  to  pay  higher  taxes  on  the  gain  than 
he  originally  thought.  The  State  of  New 
York  initiated  its  challenge  after  the  presi- 
dent cancelled  a  tax  break  designed  to 
benefit  certain  New  York  health  care  or- 
ganizations. 

Another  Congressional  Retirement, 
Another  Seat  Changes  Hands 

Representative  Steven  Schiff  (R-NM) 
will  retire  from  Congress  at  the  end  of  the 
current  session,  in  order  to  devote  his 
time  more  fully  to  his  recovery  from  can- 
cer. The  five  term  Member  missed  most 
of  last  year's  session  while  he  underwent 
treatment,  and  said  his  recovery  was  tak- 
ing longer  than  he  expected.  With  Rep. 
Schiff 's  announcement,  no  fewer  than  37 
House  seats  are  certain  to  change  hands 
over  the  next  year,  most  due  to  retire- 
ments, but  also  to  decisions  by  some 
Members  to  run  for  higher  offices. 

One  of  those  seats  has  already  been 
filled.  Rep.  Gregory  Meeks  (D-NY)  won  a 
special  election  this  past  month  to  replace 
former  Rep.  Floyd  Flakes  (D-NY)  who 
resigned  to  concentrate  on  his  other  job  as 
pastor  of  his  local  church. 


FOR  SALE 

JD  4840  Powershift  with  Duals,  $18,000 

International  1086  4-Post,  $7,750 

J&L  Land  Level  New  Blade,  $4,750 

12'  Pull-Type  Hydraulic  Blade,  $6,000 

JD  1630  Disc,  $5,500 

Call  Grady  Dugas 

Parks,  La. 

(318)  845-4774 


Meeting,  the  fruMAspxwtatiati  need*,  a£ 
the  6ugwc  induAbttyl 


Most  Stable  on  the  Road 

High  Cubic  Feet  Capacity 

Lower  Center  Point 
of  Gravity 

Solid  or  60,000  lb.  Spring 
Suspension 

Easy  to  Load  and  Unload 

Built  for  Durability 


PERFORMANCE 


FLEXIBILITY 


CAPACITY 


STABILITY 


DURABILITY 


Most  Stable  in  the  Field 

High  Cubic  Feet  Capacity 

Lower  Center  Point 
of  Gravity 

Walking  Trunion 

Dump  Cane  at  Any  Height 

Easy  to  Load  and  Unload 

Built  for  Durability 


Tony  Collinson 
Sales 


Qwe  U6,a  call 
ta  tacwte  pricing, 
and  cwaiiaOUiiif! 


(504)  447-4021 
(800)  447-8403 
(504)  447-4028-Fax 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
118  West  Main  Street 


II 


THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  C£EA( 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    \\  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Dofialdsonville  Thibodaox 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 
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Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  New  Double  Metered  Design  * 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

*  Stainless  Steel  Hoppers  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave. 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180 


Do  you 

understand  the 
new  "CAM" 
rules? 

Not  sure? 


Check  out  the  reglations 
in  the  Environmental 
Perspective 
column  on  page  23. 


Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.88  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  of  $12.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 

Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.  s) 


Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 

(318)  237-8902 


HALF  PRICE 


PROWL  Banded  Still  Looking  Good! 

MHI     PROWL 


$3.50/gaI.  rebate 


Effective: 
Sept.  1,1 997-Aug.3 1,1 998 


:;;«; 


Rebates  handled  by 

Harvest  Partners: 

1-800-258-2345 

+ 

0  -  6  %  Harvest  Partners 

Horizon  multiple  product 


ifj  segment  bonus. 


(See  your  local  agri  center  for  details) 


PROWL  Broadcast  -  In  some  field  situations 
could  save  you  time  and  money. 

Grass  Herbicide  Spring  Sugarcane  Weed  Program: 
PROWL  -  should  be  your  base  grass  chemical  for  your  herbicide  pro- 
gram. -  Rated  excellent  for  seedling  johnsongrass,  itchgrass,  browntop 
panicum  and  annual  grasses. 

Prowl  -  2  qt./acre  Banded 

+  Broadleaf  Herbicide  (Karmex/Direx,  Atrazine  or  Sencor/Lexone) 

+  Burndown  Herbicide  if  needed  for  winter  weeds  (Gramoxone  Extra, 

2,4D  or  Weedmaster) 
+  Surfactant 

For  questions,  contact  American  Cyanamid: 
Marc  A.  Grabert 
(504)  927-9331 

*  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 


Thimet  20G  for  Wire  worms  at  planting 
Now  is  the  time  to  check  for  Wireworms! 

In  hot  weather,  Wireworms  bore  down  in  the  soil  and  are 
hard  to  find,  even  in  heavily  infested  fields. 


Kerry  Freyou 

Freyou  Brothers,  Inc. 
New  Iberia,  LA 

"We  get  increased  yields  due  to  using  Thimet  20G.  We  never 
thought  we  had  a  wireworm  problem  until  we  did  a  check! 
We  now  use  Thimet  20G  on  all  our  plant  cane  and  it  has  a 
tremendous  effect  on  our  yields." 

Use  Thimet  20G  soil  insecticide  as  a  Wireworm  preventative 
because  once  you  have  a  problem  there  is  no  cure! 

For  questions,  contact  American  Cyanamid: 
Marc  A.  Grabert 
(504)  927-9331 


*Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 


A  New  Hi-Crop  For 
Sugar  Industry 


lliK-'-- -    "^'.:::.  :- 

;->S...x >■;:■:'       '""  ■:■;:■■.■  :ys>/;:Syyy  ,,y  :■:■<.  ".     .-;: 

;v;:::;;g ;:  -o: \«:'  ,:  :i:.»-:--f flsf^fl;:- v ' ' 

Special  Features: 

30-inch  clearance  (front  to  back) 

HP  145, 4-speed  powershift/32-speed  transmission 

Electronic  controlled  3 -point  hitch 

Series  40  Detroit  Diesel  466  cu.  inch 

Most  Powerful  Hi-Crop  Ever  Designed 
For  The  Sugar  Industry 

So  Much  More  For  Your  Money 


Mk 


AGCO 


AGCO 
ALLIS 


Cane  Equipment  Cooperative 

25265  Hwy.  1 

Plaquemine,  LA 

(504)  687-2050  fax  (504)  687-0684 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Longer  Special  Session  Planned 


As  it  appears  now,  Governor 
Mike  Foster  will  call  only  one 
Special  Session  this  Spring.  The 
list  of  items  that  may  be  considered  has 
grown  to  include  the  development  of  a 
community  college-vocational  technical 
system,  the  New  Orleans  casino  con- 
tract, the  extension  of  the  four  cent  gaso- 
line tax  and  campaign  finance  law  revi- 
sion. On  top  of  that,  the  administration 
is  planning  to  visit  such  issues  as  re- 
structuring the  Department  of  Transpor- 
tation, changes  in  the  state  employee 
insurance  program,  and  about  a  dozen 
local  issues.  This  Special  Session  is  ten- 
tatively scheduled  to  begin  in  the  last 
week  of  March  and  last  about  four 
weeks.  These  matters  need  to  be  ad- 
dressed in  a  special  session  because  it  is 
an  even  numbered  year  and  the  legisla- 
ture can  only  deal  with  fiscal  issues  as 
defined  in  the  constitution. 

One  issue  of  particular  interest  is 
highway  funding.  A  recent  survey  sent 
by  the  Foster  Administration  to  legisla- 
tors indicates  that  Louisiana  allocates 
several  thousand  dollars  less  per  lane 
mile  for  construction  and  maintenance 
than  other  southern  states.  A  large  num- 
ber of  legislators  responded  that  the 
"current  level  of  funding  was  inad- 
equate to  keep  up  with  the  needed  high- 
way improvements/,  Since  this  year  is  a 
fiscal  session,  you  can  count  on  some 
creative  legislation  aimed  at  increasing 
funds  for  highway  infrastructure. 

Another  area  that  will  be  closely 
watched  is  sales  taxes.  Commissioner  of 
Administration  Mark  Drennen  recently 
said  that  legislators  should  consider  re- 
newing $342  million  in  sales  taxes. 


If  lawmakers  do  not  renew  the  sales 
tax,  there  is  a  potential  for  funding  cuts 
in  areas  such  as  education,  health,  and 
parks.  The  sales  tax  is  currently  renewed 
every  two  years.  Commissioner 
Drennen  suggested  that  the  budget 
would  be  more  stable  if  the  taxes  were 
permanent.  However,  Chairman  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee,  Represen- 
tative John  Alario  (Westwego),  would 
like  to  maintain  the  status  quo  by  keep- 
ing the  two  year  renewal.  Commissioner 
Drennen's  office  is  now  preparing  a 
budget  with  and  without  the  sales  tax 
renewal.  At  the  time  of  this  article,  there 
have  been  eight  bills  pre-filed  for  the 
Regular  Session.  They  are  as  follows: 

•  HB  1,  LeBlanc,  Reserved  for  the  Gen- 
eral Appropriations  Bill  (NOT  YET 
FILED). 

•  HB  2,  Alario,  Reserved  for  the  Capital 
Outlay  Bill  (NOT  YET  FILED). 

•HB  3,  Alario,  Reserved  for  the  Omni- 
bus Bond  Bill  (NOT  YET  FILED). 

•  HB  4,  Alario,  Authorizes  tax  credit  for 
a  portion  of  property  taxes  paid  by 
homeowners. 

•  HB  5,  Alario,  Phases  out  the  inclusion 
of  borrowed  capital  within  the  levy  of 
the  corporation  franchise  tax. 

•HB  6,  Barton,  Defines  tangible  personal 
property  to  exclude  certain  transactions 
relating  to  manufactured  homes  or  mo- 
bile homes  as  it  relates  to  taxation. 

•  HB  7,  Smith,  JR.,  Extends  the  period  of 
suspension  for  severance  taxes  on  inac- 
tive and  new  discovery  wells. 

•  HB  8,  Walsworth,  Extends  time  period 
for  tax  credits  for  purchases  of  qualified 
recycling  equipment  until  December  31, 
2001. 
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OUISIANA  COMMERCE  &  TRADE  ASSOCIATION 

WORKERS'  COMPENSATION  SELF  INSURERS  FUND 

COMPETITIVE  WORKER'S  COMP  COVERAGE 

More  Dollars  Saved 
Per  Ton  of  Cane! 

Call  (800)  349-3440  for  a  quote 


Wanted:  ]D  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,Jeanerette,  La. 


For  Sale 


Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today. 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Rjchard 


Dr.  Kenneth  Gravois  and  Dr.  Willem  Kampen 
Updated  Yields  for  1997  -  Early  Spring  Cultivation  and  fltrazine 


As  reported  in  the  September 
1997  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin, 
Dr.  Freddie  Martin  was  ap- 
pointed head  of  the  Agronomy  Depart- 
ment at  Louisiana  State  University. 
Freddie  had  formerly  headed  up  the 
Sugar  Station  which  supervised  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  sugarcane  breeding  pro- 
gram and  Audubon  Sugar  Institute.  To 
replace  Dr.  Martin  in  these  activities,  Dr. 
Kenneth  Gravois  was  hired  to  head  up 
the  sugarcane  breeding  program  along 
with  other  sugarcane  related  research, 
and  Dr.  Willem  Kampen  was  appointed 
to  lead  the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute. 

Kenneth  Gravois,  who  is  the  son  of 
Charles  &  Jane  Gravois  of  Blackberry 
Farms  in  Vacherie,  was  hired  to  not  only 
lead  the  sugarcane  breeding  activities  at 
LSU,  but  to  also  to  conduct  cultural 
practices  research  and  eventually  coor- 
dinate all  of  sugarcane  research  at  the  St. 
Gabriel  facility.  Kenneth  received  his 
PhD  in  Agronomy  from  LSU  in  1988  and 
then  worked  at  the  Rice  Research  and 
Extension  Center  in  Stuttgart,  Arkansas 
for  the  next  nine  years.  As  a  rice  breeder, 
he  was  responsible  for  releasing  seven 
varieties  which  have  been  important  to 
the  rice  industry  throughout  the  south- 
east. At  LSU,  he  worked  on  his  degree  in 
the  sugarcane  breeding  program  under 
a  funded  assistantship  provided  by  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League.  The 
breeding  team  at  the  LSU  Ag  Center  has 
been  quite  successful  as  of  late  having 
led  in  the  release  of  LCP  82-89,  LHo  83- 
153,  LCP  85-384,  and  LCP  86-454 
through  the  cooperative  efforts  of  the  3- 
Way  Agreement  along  with  the  USDA 


and  the  League.  In  order  for  the  Louisi- 
ana sugar  industry  to  survive,  varieties 
with  maximum  yield  potential  and  out- 
standing characteristics  must  continue 
to  be  released.  Dr.  Kenneth  Gravois  is  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  research  com- 
munity at  LSU  and  we  know  that  he  will 
do  well  for  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 
Willem  Kampen,  who  has  been  on 
the  research  staff  at  Audubon  Sugar  In- 
stitute since  1995,  was  appointed  to  lead 
the  facility  which  has  been  responsible 
for  the  processing  research  activities  of 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  Audubon 
has  performed  an  important  role  in 
sugar  processing  education  and  research 
over  its  long  tenure.  In  1986,  Audubon 
was  moved  from  the  LSU  Baton  Rouge 
campus  to  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center 
campus.  This  move  was  undertaken  in 
order  to  better  protect  the  unit  since  its 
stature  within  the  Baton  Rouge  campus 
had  diminished.  Much  of  its  educational 
aspects  were  reduced  over  the  years. 
Most  recently,  Audubon  has  served  pri- 
marily in  a  research  capacity  although 
short  courses  and  graduate  training  are 
still  offered.  Dr.  Kampen,  born  in  Almelo 
in  The  Netherlands,  received  his  PhD  in 
Food  Science  from  LSU  in  1975.  Dr. 
Kampen  has  numerous  years  of  experi- 
ence in  the  ethanol  industry.  He  will 
continue  to  lead  Audubon  in  its  research 
mission  for  the  benefit  of  sugarcane  pro- 
cessing. 

Updated  yields  for  1997 

An  updated  acreage  estimate  is  now 
being  used  for  official  reporting  pur- 
poses from  the  National  Agriculture  Sta- 
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tistics  Service  of  the  USDA  (NASS).  This 
value  is  about  2,000  acres  more  than  was 
reported  in  this  article  in  the  last  issue  of 
the  Sugar  Bulletin.  NASS  has  its  own 
estimate  of  seed  cane  usage  and  uses 
"net"'  tons  of  cane  for  yield  calculations. 
Using  the  new  figure  for  total  acreage 
and  ASCL  estimates  of  seed  cane  usage, 
there  were  some  380,000  acres  harvested 
for  sugar.  This  reduces  the  estimated 
yield  of  gross  tons  of  cane  per  harvested 
acre  to  31.6  which  is  still  a  new  state 
record,  although  only  slightly  higher 
than  the  1996  yield.  Sugar  per  acre  re- 
mains above  6,700  pounds  which  con- 
tinues as  record  production.  Of  course, 
the  total  production  of  cane  and  sugar 
along  with  acreage  grown  and  har- 
vested remain  new  records  for  the  Loui- 
siana sugar  industry.  One  number  not 
reported  in  the  last  article  was  the  pro- 
duction of  blackstrap  molasses  which  is 
estimated  at  over  68  million  gallons. 
This  is  also  a  new  record  for  the  state. 

There  is  some  concern  about  the  pro- 
duction of  molasses,  since  the  industry 
also  produced  a  record  amount  of  sugar. 
Gallons  of  molasses  per  ton  of  cane  were 
unusually  high  in  the  beginning  of  the 
season  averaging  above  7.0  gallons  for 
many  mills.  Production  for  the  year  of 
approximately  5.7  gallons/ton  of  cane  is 
similar  to  that  of  recent  years.  However, 
questions  are  being  raised  about  the 
immaturity  of  the  cane  with  the  earlier 
initiation  of  the  harvest  season  in  recent 
years.  Also  the  impact  that  higher  trash 
levels  in  new  varieties  and  combine  har- 
vested cane  might  have  on  sugar  recov- 
ery and  molasses  exhaustion  is  being 
investigated. 

Early  spring  cultivation  and  Atrazine 

With  the  early  spring  being  experi- 
enced this  year,  cane  growth  is  ahead  of 
normal  during  January  and  February. 
There  is  still  ample  time  for  a  heavy  frost 


or  even  a  freeze  which  could  substan- 
tially damage  this  crop.  However,  at  this 
writing  on  February  13,  the  crop  is 
marking  the  row  well  in  fields  harvested 
earlier  in  the  season.  In  many  fields, 
cane  shoots  have  not  been  killed  off  by 
winter  temperatures.  El  Nino  has  cer- 
tainly caused  temperatures  to  be  milder 
and  field  conditions  wetter  than  in  nor- 
mal years.  The  wet  field  conditions  have 
kept  growers  out  of  the  field  from  any 
early  cultivation.  Drainage  is  still  very 
important  to  insure  that  eyes  and  shoots 
are  not  sitting  in  saturated  soil  condi- 
tions. 

Atrazine  is  often  used  in  the  early 
spring.  There  are  times  when  it  is  even 
flown  over  ' -  2  dormant  crop  to  control 
winter  wee  However,  there  is  now 
great  concern  for  atrazine  contamination 
of  surface  as  well  as  ground  water. 
Growers  should  take  precaution  and  not 
use  certain  practices  in  sensitive  areas. 
Some  "best  use"  measures  should  be 
followed  by  growers  in  these  areas 
where  atrazine  runoff  into  the  water 
shed  is  possible.  Use  of  alternative 
chemicals,  lightest  application  rate  of 
atrazine  feasible,  narrower  band  appli- 
cations, spraying  only  onto  dry  soil 
which  has  been  well  pulverized,  limit- 
ing atrazine  only  to  crop  land  which 
does  not  easily  run-off,  and  other  means 
could  reduce  the  amount  of  atrazine 
which  winds  up  in  the  watershed.  If  this 
chemical  is  to  continue  to  be  used  in  this 
industry,  then  growers  should  take  ev- 
ery precaution  to  insure  that  it  does  not 
contaminate  the  water  supply.  If  grow- 
ers do  not  adhere  to  "best  use"  guide- 
lines, and  atrazine  is  found  in  water  sup- 
plies, the  industry  will  lose  the  use  of 
this  valuable  material. 

DO  NOT  MISUSE  THIS  OR  ANY 
CROP  PROTECTION  CHEMICAL. 
FOLLOW  ALL  LABEL  RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS. 
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M.J.  NAQUIN  INC. 

Ag  Power  &  Machinery  Service 


WHITE 


^       f  8  U  $  14  *  t  S  S      %, 


The  New  White  6144  High  Clearance  Is  A 
GIANT  Step  Above  The  Rest 

Features  include  a  165  H.R  Cummings  engine,  with  32  forward,  32 
reverse  power  shift  transmission.  Tire  sizes  are  20.8  x  42  R2  rear  and 
12.9  x  56  front,  which  gives  a  34"  clearance  under  the  drawbar.  Avail- 
able in  two  and  four  wheel  drive,  with  an  electric  controlled  3  point 
hitch  that  has  a  lift  capacity  of  12,000  lbs. 

Shown  with  the  6144  is  a  High  Clearance  3  Row  Cultivator  with 
22"  blades,  off-bar  attachments,  dirt  shields,  middle  busters  and 
adjustable  furrow  moldboards,  which  is  built  in-house. 

COME  BY  AND  SEE! 

205  ARMS  STREET  •  THIBODAUX,  LA  70301 


(504)  447-3296 


FAX:  (504)  446-3401 
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BUY  OR  LEASE  TODAY 


The  New  Holland  8010  high  clear- 
ance tractor  has  the  power  and  clear- 
ance you  need  to  work  in  valuable 
crops  without  damaging  them. 

The  big,  456  cubic  inch  New 
Holland  engine  delivers  96  PTO 
horsepower-  with  the  low-end  torque 
you  need  for  pulling  heavy  loads 
through  mud  or  sandy  soils.  Four 
wheel  drive  is  standard. 

Ample  crop  clearance  of  29  inches 
at  the  drawbar  eliminates  crop  dam- 
age. 


Two  transmissions  are  available:  a 
1 2x3  constant  mesh  that  includes 
creeper  gear  and  a  1 6x4 
DualPower™  with  creeper  available 
through  dealer  installation.  The 
DualPower  transmission  features  a 
power  shift  in  each  of  the  forward 
gears,  allowing  you  to  instantly 
decrease  ground  speed  and  increase 
torque  for  pulling  through  tough  spots. 

Put  a  New  Holland  "8010"  high  clear- 
ance tractor  to  work  in  your  fields. 
And  get  the  performance  you  need, 
with  a  tax  break  you  deserve. 


1210  St.  Charles  St. 

Houma,  La.  70360 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


3811  Hwy.  90  East 
Broussard,  La 
(318)837-2763 
(800)960-0067 


5810  Airline  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
G.E.C,  Inc. 


Beware  of  the  new  "CAM"  Rule 


The  acronym  "CAM"  refers  to  the 
Compliance  Assurance  Monitor- 
ing rule  promulgated  by  the  U.S. 
Envirornmental  Protection  Agency 
(EPA)  on  October  22, 1997.  This  rule  was 
promulgated  pursuant  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Clean  Air  Act  Amendment 
of  1990,  the  same  legislation  that 
brought  requirements  for  the  tougher 
boiler  standards  now  under  develop- 
ment, the  "Title  V"  Operating  Permits 
soon  to  be  issued  to  all  sugar  mills,  and 
the  more  stringent  and  probably 
unachievable  ambient  air  quality  stan- 
dards promulgated  July  18, 1997  for  par- 
ticulate matter  (PM2.5)  and  photochemi- 
cal oxidants  (ozone). 

The  new  CAM  rule,  which  is  to  be 
implemented  beginning  April  20, 1998, 
requires  all  sources  subject  to  the  rule  to 
demonstrate  that  its  operations  are 
within  air  emission  permit  limitations. 
While  most  minor  sources  are  exempted 
from  the  rule,  all  major  sources  with  a 
Title  V  Operating  Permit  are  subject  to 
the  rule.  Sugar  mills  in  Louisiana  have 
not  as  yet  been  issued  Title  V  permits  but 
some  mills  may  be  issued  permits  in 
1998  and  all  are  expected  to  be  permitted 
by  October  1999.  Title  V  permits  purport 
to  define  specific  pollutant  emission 
rates  per  hour  for  each  source,  and  spe- 
cific limits  on  the  tons  per  year  of  each 
pollutant  emitted.  With  the  new  CAM 


rule,  compliance  with  such  permit  limi- 
tations must  be  "assured". 

The  new  CAM  rule  does  allow 
source  operators  to  develop  and  design 
compliance  assurance  systems  appro- 
priate for  the  source,  subject  of  course  to 
approval  by  the  regulatory  authorities. 
However,  the  source  operator  must 
demonstrate  the  accuracy  and  reliability 
of  these  systems.  This  task  could  be  a 
problem  for  some  bagasse  boiler  opera- 
tors. 

In  situations  where  boilers  are  fueled 
with  a  bagasse  of  uniform  quality  at  a 
constant  fuel  feed  rate  within  boiler  de- 
sign capacity  for  a  specific  maximum 
number  of  days  each  year,  predictable 
maximum  hourly  and  annual  emissions 
are  produced,  and  compliance  could  be 
assured  by  simple  monitoring  and  con- 
tinuous recording  of  steam  production 
and  /or  combustion  oxygen.  Where 
these  ideal  conditions  exist,  this  very 
simple  CAM  system  should  serve  as  a 
surrogate  for  the  very  expensive  and 
difficult  to  maintain  continuous  emis- 
sions monitors  advocated  by  some  envi- 
ronmentalists. Unfortunately,  such  ideal 
operating  conditions  have  not  been  ex- 
perienced at  all  of  the  bagasse  boilers 
proposed  for  coverage  in  Title  V  permit 
applications. 

The  recent  increase  in  bagasse  pro- 
duction at  sugar  mills  presents  both  an 
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opportunity  and  a  challenge  in  the  face 
of  more  stringent  boiler  emission  limita- 
tions. Compliance  with  boiler  emission 
limitations  may  result  in  production  of 
even  more  bagasse  in  excess  of  that  re- 
quired for  fuel  to  operate  mills.  Alterna- 
tive uses  for  this  bagasse  must  be  ex- 
ploited or  severe  cost  liability  will  be 
incurred  if  these  valuable  products  go  to 
waste. 

The  upcoming  CAM  rule  requires 
immediate  consideration  in  order  to  be 
prepared  when  Title  V  permits  are  up 
for  issuance.  The  current  bagasse  situa- 
tion was  not  anticipated  two  years  ago 
when  Title  V  Permit  Applications  were 
being  prepared,  and  the  CAM  require- 
ment was  not  as  yet  defined.  There  are  a 
lot  of  problems  that  will  have  to  be 
solved  promptly  upon  issuance  of  the 
Title  V  Permits. 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about. .  .financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 

Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


msMstt 
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VBROUSSARD/    f       Cane      ^ 
\  CANE  EQUIPMENT  /       I  Contractors  J 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 


High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 

Vernon  Manufacturing,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  2650  •  Parks,  LA  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 
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Drink 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
Made  with  pure  Louisiana  Cane  Sugar 


and  support 
Louisiana  sugarcane  farmers 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new 
style  air  -  $35,000.  Call  J.W. 
Hurdle,  Jr.  at  (504)  749-2892. 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front 
wheel  drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty 
steel  bumper  with  box,  3640 
hrs.,  still  under  warranty  - 
$46,700;  1972  Thompson  Cane 
Cutter  with  large  JD  engine  and 
front  wheel  assist  $9,600;  1974 
JD  4020  Loader  with  attach- 
ment -  $8,300;  Davis  Cane 
Carts  -  2  for  $6,600  and  2  for 
$6,300;  3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt. 
hitch,  openers,  and  extra  blades 
-  $3,850;  3-row  Bottom  Plow 
with  3  pt.  hitch  and  gauge 
wheels  -  $650;  6'  Case  End 
Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts  only)- 
$100;  1990  Case/lnt'l  5120 
Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $22,500. 
Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (318) 
365-0014. 

•  1996  Bayou  Service  Planter's 
Aid,  excellent  condition.  $6,000. 
Call  Roy  McCoy  (318)346-4160 
or  Carl  McCoy  (318)346-2486. 

•4-10  Ton  Combine  High  Dump 
Wagons,  2  years  old.  Call 
Frankie  Sotile  at  504-473-7954 
or  504-473-7042. 


FOR        SALE 


•  Cross  Ties,  excellent  condition, 
$4  each;  older,  $1  each.  Jimmy 
Jarreau,  P.O.  Box  27,  Lottie,  LA 
70756,  (504)625-2429  or  (504) 
637-4873.  Great  for  fence  posts. 

•  Tractor  Pull  Trailer,  for  transport- 
ing cane  combine.  Used  only 
twice  during  '97  crop.  $8,500  call 
Rene  Simon  at  (318)  367-0258. 

•  Thomson-4  wheel  drive  Field 
Loader,  Case  2096  High  Crop 
'89  model,  3  pt.  Hitch  14  ft.  Bush 
Hog.  Call  (504)693-6398  and  let 
ring  till  page. 

•  FOR  SALE:  1983  S30  4x4  Cab 

and  Air,  new  style  air-$35,000. 
J.W.  Hurdle,  Jr.-2488  Oak  Alley- 
Port  Allen,  LA  70767,  (504)  749- 
2892 

•  1988  Barko  160-A  Loader.  Call 
(318)  856-4622  Wilson  B.  Viator, 
Jr.,  Sugarland  Acres  Inc. 

•FOR  SALEM)  JOHN  DEERE 
4250  AIR  CAB  POWER  SHIFT 
$18,000;  2)  JOHN  DEERE  4630 
AIR  CAB  STANDARD  SHIFT 
$10,500;  3)  JOHN  DEERE  4020 
FOUR  POST  CAB  SADDLE 
TANKS  W/SPRAY  BOOM  $5,000; 
4)  INTERNATIONAL  1066 
$1,500.  CALL  (318)  828-2188. 
Jackie,  Clint  &  Chad  Judice. 

Classifieds,  continued  on  page  28 


27 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR.       S  A 


continued  from  page  27 

•  1992-4255  J.D.  High  Crop 
Tractor  2947  hours,  1973 
Thompson  Cane  Cutter,  1981 
7020  Allis  Chamberlain 
tractor,  4430  J.  D.  Tractor,  8 
Foot  Rhino  Bush  Hog  — 1000 
PTO,  Broussard  Loader,  6 
Foot  Bush  Hog,  5  Row 
Sprayer  /  300  gallon  tank,  1 
Drum  Planter,  1  Homemade 
Cane  Cart,  1  Bayou  Service 
Gradder  tires,  1  Bayou  Ser- 
vice, 1  Homemade  cane  cart 
—  36"  wheels,  200  Gallon 
Sprayer  on  Wheels,  Set 
Double  Choppers,  1981-  One 
Ton  Flat  bed  pickup  with  new 
motor.  Henry  Jarreau,  Jr.  at 
(504)627-5721  or  Bill  Jarreau  at 
(504)627-5734 


•  1  CHOP  CANE  BASKET 

WAGON,  $7,000  DUAL  AXLE. 
CALL  JUNIOR  SCHEXNAYDER 
(504)562-7539  OR  (504)647- 
6877 

•FOR  SALEM)  BROUSSARD 
CANE  LOADER,  SINGLE 
ROW,  SELF  PROPELLED,  2) 
JD  690  B  EXCAVATOR  WITH  2 
BUCKETS,  3)  PLANTERS  AID 
41X20*  WITH  DRUM  -TO 
MAKE  MECHANICAL 
PLANTER,  4)  PRIME  3  ROW 
WITH  OFF  BARS,  5)  2-  TH- 
OMPSON TRANSLOADER 
CANE  WAGONS,  6)  THOMP- 
SON SINGLE  ROW  CANE 
CUTTER,  7)  14' WATER 
LEVEL.  FOR  MORE  INFOR- 
MATION CONTACT  RICKY 
RIVET  at  (504)694-3970  OR 
(504)638-0997. 


TRI-STATi 

Delta  Chemicals 


Thibodaux,  La. 

(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 

(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


28 


Commercial  Members 

OF  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the 


S.A.  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

100- A  Wadsworth,  Maurice,  LA  70555 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Mastercraft  Fab,  Inc. 

4970  N.  Bayou  Black  Dr.,  Gibson,  LA  70356 

MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

800  N.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63167 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

108  Stonewall  Ave.,  Carencro,  LA  70520 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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Farm  Division 

Owned  and  Operated  by  Southern  Gentlemen 


Gentlemen, 

In  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  Cane  industry, .Bayou  Fabricators 
is  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  opened  a  new  Farm  Equipment  Division. 

We  are  currently  offering  cane  trailers  for  field  operations.  The  wagons 
will  have  the  automatic  hydraulic  dumping  features,  and  will  hold  up  to  10  Tons. 
We  also  offer  a  14  Ton  unit  which  will  be  available  on  a  special  order  basis. 

In  order  to  fulfill  the  needs  of  our  customers,  we  have  consulted  many 
farmers  and  engineers,  and  we  feel  we  have  the  best  designed  wagon  available.  In 
our  discussions  with  our  customers,  we  feel  that  we  have  eliminated  many  of  the 
problems  encountered  with  earlier  models. 

We  have  been  in  the  fabrication  business  for  over  20  years  and  will 
produce  a  wagon  that  will  provide  many  years  of  trouble  free  operation.  However, 
each  wagon  will  come  with  a  one  year  manufacturer's  warranty. 

Thank  You 


Customized  Metal  Fabrications 
65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764-  Office:  504-659-2427  ~  FAX  504-659-2858 


THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  C£EA< 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    \^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonvifle  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 
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THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Dealing  With  All  That's  On  Our  'Plate' 


In  last  month's  issue,  I  spoke  about 
the  many  issues  that  are  on  the 
industry's  "plate"  and  the  fact  that 
in  the  not  so  distant  past  the  only  issue 
on  the  "plate"  was  Farm  Bills.  One  of  the 
more  trying  duties  of  being  General 
Manager  of  the  League  is  deciding  on 
what  to  write  about  in  the  Bulletin  in  any 
given  month.  Because  there  are  so  many 
issues  "out  there,"  at  any  one  time,  and 
because  most  of  those  issues  have  not 
come  to  a  point  that  allows  me  to  define 
the  situation  in  a  brief  paragraph  (or 
two),  it  then  becomes  more  difficult  to 
get  information  to  you  that  I  feel  you 
should  have  in  a  timely  manner.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  do  not  wish  for  it  to  be 
misinformation  or  misconstrued  to  be 
something  that  it  isn't.  Now,  if  all  of  that 
has  made  any  sense  to  you,  I'll  try  and 
move  forward  with  my  article  for  this 
month. 

One  of  the  issues  on  our  "plate"  pres- 
ently, is  the  highway  weight  situation.  I 
know  some  of  you  in  the  industry  are 
tired  of  hearing  me  talk  about  it.  But,  I 
tried  to  accentuate  that  issue  last  year 
during  the  harvest  season,  because  I  felt 
certain  that  if  we  had  people  in  the  in- 
dustry who  insisted  on  violating  those 
weight  limits,  that  we  would  become 
targets.  Targets  of  what?  I  wasn't  sure  at 
the  time.  But,  now  I  know!  There  are 


several  pieces  of  legislation  that  are  pres- 
ently being  drafted.  Some  may  have 
even  been  introduced  for  the  regular 
session  already  in  Baton  Rouge.  This 
legislation  would  allow  for  only  83,300 
or  86,600  pounds  maximum  weight. 
Other  suggested  pieces  of  legislation 
that  are  floating  around  would  increase 
the  trucker's  registration  fee  for  the  year 
by  as  much  as  $2,000  per  vehicle.  The 
truckers  are  viewing  this  as  being 
caused  by  those  in  our  industry  who 
insisted  on  overloading  their  hauls. 
Short  of  doing  away  with  the  100,000 
pound  permit,  it  is  obvious  that  we  will 
be  under  attack  from  a  number  of  differ- 
ent directions  during  the  upcoming 
regular  legislative  session.  Someone 
may  say  that  it  is  a  fiscal  session  only. 
But,  mon  amie  that  cuts  to  the  heart  of 
politics!  I  have  always  said  if  you  want 
to  understand  an  issue,  "follow  the 
money!"  And,  this  trail  is  an  easy  one  to 
track  -  Don't  even  need  a  good  dog  cherl 
On  the  federal  level,  the  League  was 
advised  by  Sen.  John  Breaux's  office  of 
the  rejection  of  a  100,000  pound  weight 
permit  on  the  interstates  for  sugarcane 
trucks.  This  occurred  in  Senate  commit- 
tee during  the  week  of  March  9.  Because 
of  this  defeat  we  are  focusing  our  efforts 
on  the  House  side  in  hopes  that  our  leg- 
islative delegation  can  be  successful  in 


getting  the  proper  language  included  in 
the  House  version  of  ISTEA.  Even  if  we 
are  successful  on  the  House  side,  we  will 
still  need  Congressional  support  to  have 
the  language  included  in  the  conference 
committee  report  which  has  to  be  voted 
on  by  both  the  Senate  and  the  House. 
Much  thanks  to  Congressmen  Baker  and 
Cooksey  for  their  help. 

This,  by  the  way,  brings  us  to  another 
issue  which  the  League  leadership  will 
bring  to  the  full  Board  on  March  25. 
Specifically,  the  League  leadership  feels 
that  it  is  in  the  League's  best  interest  to 
push  the  railroad  hauling  of  cane.  Origi- 
nally, that  was  a  project  of  three  Teche 
mills  and  one  Bayou  Lafourche  mill  in- 
volved with  the  expansion  efforts  in 
southwest  Louisiana.  The  project  has 
been  expanded  to  look  at  railroad  infra- 
structure cost  and  improvements  neces- 
sary to  haul  sugarcane  from  not  only 
southwestern  Louisiana,  but  also  central 
Louisiana  along  the  interstate  corridors 
which  may  or  may  not  have  the  luxury 
of  several  years  at  100,000  gross  vehicle 
weight. 

I  had  much  optimism,  early  on,  that 
we  might  be  able  to  get  the  weight  per- 
mits for  interstate  transportation  of  sug- 
arcane without  much  problem.  But  the 
bad  press  received  here  in  the  state 
surely  did  not  help  our  Congressional 
delegation  in  their  efforts.  A  group  that 
calls  itself  "CRASH"  delivered  copies  of 


the  detrimental  articles  to  those  who 
might  oppose  our  efforts  in  Congress, 
making  it  quite  difficult  for  our  delega- 
tion to  be  successful.  This  battle  is  not 
over  yet,  but  the  damage,  it  appears,  has 
been  done. 

In  the  meantime,  the  League's  state 
legislative  committee  met  this  past  week 
(March  11)  to  draft  some  recommenda- 
tions, to  bring  to  the  state  legislature,  in 
an  attempt  to  clean  up  the  problem  we 
have  with  overweight  vehicles.  It  is  the 
League  and  my  hope  that  we  can  main- 
tain the  100,000  pound  permit  presently 
allowed  by  the  state.  But,  because  some 
in  this  industry  and  some  of  their 
trucker  friends  have  managed  to  keep 
this  issue  on  a  plate  that  is  "plenty"  full 
already,  it's  going  to  be  tough.  It's  not 
hard  being  a  good  citizen.  We  expect  it  of 
others  -  so  why  aren't  we  all  trying  to  set 
the  right  example? 


LONGMAN  MACHINERY  CO. 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Retro  fits  of  old  3-row  choppers  to  a 
more  durable  and  trouble-free  design. 

Cane  planters  --  new.  Also  conversions 

of  old  rear  discharge  planters  to 

forward  discharge  units. 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

Phone 

2450  Powers  Ave. 

(318)  828-0946 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

or 
(318)  923-4949 

To  place  your  order  call 
(318)  942-8180 

Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  New  Double  Metered  Design  * 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

*  Stainless  Steel  Hoppers  * 


M.J.  NAQUIN  INC. 

Ag  Power  &  Machinery  Service 


The  New  White  6144  High  Clearance  Is  A 
GIANT  Step  Above  The  Rest 

Features  include  a  165  H.R  Cummings  engine,  with  32  forward,  32 
reverse  power  shift  transmission.  Tire  sizes  are  20.8  x  42  R2  rear  and 
12.9  x  56  front,  which  gives  a  34"  clearance  under  the  drawbar.  Avail- 
able in  two  and  four  wheel  drive,  with  an  electric  controlled  3  point 
hitch  that  has  a  lift  capacity  of  12,000  lbs. 

Shown  with  the  6144  is  a  High  Clearance  3  Row  Cultivator  with 
22"  blades,  off-bar  attachments,  dirt  shields,  middle  busters  and 
adjustable  furrow  moldboards,  which  is  built  in-house. 

COME  BY  AND  SEE! 


205  ARMS  STREET  •  THIBODAUX,  LA  70301 


(504)  447-3296 


FAX:  (504)  446-3401 


BUY  OR  LEASE  TODAY 


The  New  Holland  801 0  high  clear- 
ance tractor  has  the  power  and  clear- 
ance you  need  to  work  in  valuable 
crops  without  damaging  them. 

The  big,  456  cubic  inch  New 
Holland  engine  delivers  96  PTO 
horsepower-  with  the  low-end  torque 
you  need  for  pulling  heavy  loads 
through  mud  or  sandy  soils.  Four 
wheel  drive  is  standard. 

Ample  crop  clearance  of  29  inches 
at  the  drawbar  eliminates  crop  dam- 
age. 


Two  transmissions  are  available:  a 
1 2x3  constant  mesh  that  includes 
creeper  gear  and  a  1 6x4 
DualPower™  with  creeper  available 
through  dealer  installation.  The 
DualPower  transmission  features  a 
power  shift  in  each  of  the  forward 
gears,  allowing  you  to  instantly 
decrease  ground  speed  and  increase 
torque  for  pulling  through  tough  spots. 

Put  a  New  Holland  "8010"  high  clear-* 
ance  tractor  to  work  in  your  fields. 
And  get  the  performance  you  need, 
with  a  tax  break  you  deserve. 


1210  St.  Charles  St. 

Houma,  La.  70360 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


3811  Hwy.  90  East 
Broussard,  La 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


5810  Airline  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


March  WASDE  Released  -  Import  Tranche  Allowed 


The  U.S.  Trade  Representative  re- 
cently allocated  an  import 
tranche  of  220,462  short  tons,  raw 
value,  of  raw  cane  sugar,  following  the 
release  of  the  latest  World  Agriculture 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE).  The  WASDE  reported  a  14.5 
%  stocks-to-use  ratio  for  March,  well  be- 
low the  15.5%  trigger.  Under  the  FY 
1998  tariff-rate  quota  (TRQ)  for  sugar, 
three  separate  tranches  of  equal 
amounts  were  planned  for  January, 
March,  and  May.  Each  tranche  would  be 
allocated  unless  the  stocks-to-use  ratio 
for  that  month  was  above  15.5%.  The 
January  tranche  was  cancelled,  since  the 
stocks-to-use  ratio  for  that  month  was 
15.7%. 

Although  it  fell  short  of  the  triggered 
level,  the  stocks-to-use  ratio  climbed  a 
full  point,  to  14.5%,  from  the  February 
estimate  of  13.5%,  as  a  result  of  higher 
projections  of  season-ending  stocks. 
Overall,  domestic  production  estimates 
were  lowered  slightly.  Florida  produc- 
tion rose  to  1.89  million  short  tons,  an 
improvement  of  55,000  tons.  However, 
beet  estimates  were  lowered  by  50,000 
tons  to  account  for  warm  weather  in 
major  storing  areas,  and  Louisiana  pro- 


duction fell  by  10,000  tons  due  to  lower 
mill  reports.  Otherwise,  the  only  other 
adjustment  was  a  100,000  ton  reduction 
in  forecasted  deliveries. 

So  far,  during  FY  1998,  more  than 
1.543  million  short  tons  of  imported 
sugar  have  been  allocated. 

House  Passes  African  Trade  Bill 

The  House  of  Representatives  has 
approved  a  bill  that  would  encourage 
trade  and  investment  in  sub-Saharan 
Africa.  Under  the  bill's  provisions,  the 
president  would  seek  to  establish  free 
trade  areas  with  sub-Saharan  nations 
that  met  certain  qualifications  regarding 
free  markets  and  human  rights.  The  bill 
would  also  extend  the  period  of  duty- 
free access  under  the  generalized  system 
of  preferences  (GSP)  to  available  coun- 
tries. A  companion  bill,  authored  by 
Senator  Richard  Lugar  (R-IN),  awaits 
consideration  in  the  Senate. 

Supporters  argued  the  bill  would 
assist  in  the  economic  transformation  of 
a  region  that  has,  in  the  past,  relied 
mostly  on  foreign  aid.  Opponents  wor- 
ried that  the  measure  would  create  a 
loophole  through  which  trans-ship- 
ments of  Asian  textile  and  apparel  prod- 


ucts  could  illegally  enter  the  United 
States.  Others  objected  to  a  provision 
that  would  require  only  35%  of  products 
imported  duty-free  into  the  United 
States  be  produced  within  the  sub-Sa- 
haran  region. 

Southern  legislators  sought  a  substi- 
tute bill  that  would  provide  added  pro- 
tections for  the  domestic  textile  indus- 
try. However,  the  House  adopted  a  pro- 
cedural rule  which  effectively  pre- 
vented the  substitute  from  coming  to 
the  floor.  Rep.  Dan  Miller  (R-FL),  who 
has  long  attacked  the  sugar  program, 
attempted  to  insert  an  amendment  that 
would  offer  unused  portions  of  the 
sugar  TRQ  to  sub-Saharan  countries. 
However,  a  general  rule  prohibiting 
amendments  blocked  his  attempt. 

Capps  To  Succeed  Late  Husband 

Lois  Capps  (D-CA),  widow  of 
former  Representative  Walter  Capps  (D- 
CA),  defeated  Republican  Tom 
Bordonaro  in  a  special  election  to  finish 
the  remainder  of  her  late  husband's 
term.  The  latter  died  last  October  after 
suffering  a  heart  attack. 

Rep.  Capps  inherits  a  district  that 
has  bounced  back  and  forth  between 
Democratic  and  Republican  control 
over  the  last  few  elections,  and  that  pro- 
vided its  two  previous  Members  with 
extremely  narrow  margins  of  victory. 
Many  observers  had  expected  this  race 
to  be  very  close  as  well,  but  Rep.  Capps 
earned  53%  of  the  vote,  defeating  Mr. 
Bordonaro  by  eight  points. 

Rep.  Joe  Kennedy  Retires 

Two  months  after  the  death  of  his 
brother  Michael  in  a  skiing  accident, 
Rep.  Joe  Kennedy  (D-MA)  has  an- 
nounced his  retirement  from  Congress, 
effective  at  the  end  of  the  current  term. 
He  said  he  plans  to  devote  his  time  to  his 
family  and  to  running  Citizens  Energy 


Corporation,  the  nonprofit  company  he 
started  with  his  brother  in  1979. 

Last  year,  Rep.  Kennedy  had  begun  a 
campaign  for  the  Massachusetts 
governor's  mansion  to  succeed  the  de- 
parting Gov.  William  Weld,  and  many 
considered  him  to  be  a  leading  candi- 
date. But  his  campaign  came  to  an  end 
amid  negative  publicity  regarding  his 
brother 's  private  life  and  his  own  first 
marriage.  He  is  still  considered  a  potent 
candidate  for  future  office,  however,  and 
during  his  announcement  he  seemed  to 
leave  open  the  possibility  that  he  might 
someday  try  to  succeed  his  uncle,  Sen. 
Ted  Kennedy  (D-MA),  whenever  that 
seat  becomes  available. 

He  vacates  a  seat  once  held  by  an- 
other uncle,  former  President  John 
Kennedy,  and  also  by  former  Speaker  of 
the  House  Tip  O'Neill  (D-MA). 


FOR  SALE 

Int'l  1086  4-Post  -  $6,750 

Int'l  1466  -  $5,750 

J&L  Land  Level,  new  blades  -  $4,750 

12'  Hydraulic  Blade  -  $2,750 

JD  1630  Disc  ~  $5,500 

Call  Grady  Dugas 

Parks,  LA 

(318)  845-4774 


FOR  SALE 

1995  Woods  Batwing  Mower,  like  new  -  $7,500 

JD  Disk  2300  Series  -  $4,000 

Call  3-D  Chemicals  at 

(318)  394-4801 
for  more  information 


ArgentBank  and  Hibernia 

When  Good  People  Come 

Together,  Great  Things  Happen. 


Sugarcane  farmer  Robert  Falcon  harvests  his  crop  at  his 
farm  in  Napoleonville. 


When  sugarcane  grows,  our  economy 
grows.  And  in  Southeast  Louisiana,  the 
relationship  between  the  bank  and 
business  owners  is  a  key  part  of  a  strong 
economy. 

Just  ask  the  sugarcane  farmers. 

That's  why  the  merger  of  ArgentBank 
and  Hibernia  National  Bank  is  so 
important.  In  fact,  Hibernia  has 


demonstrated  an  outstanding 
commitment  to  Louisiana  business 
owners  for  127  years. 

Now  that  ArgentBank  has  merged  with 
Hibernia,  you'll  have  the  resources  of 
Hibernia's  $11  billion  banking  network 
working  for  you. 

And  that  means  greater  financial 
strength  ...  up  and  down  the  bayou. 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters! 


formerly 


ArgentBank 


t& 


1998  Hibernia  National  Bank 
www.hiberniabank.com 
Member  FDIC 


"Follow  the  Leader" 

QUALITY  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

Stay  on  the  cutting  edge! 
The  New  QUALITY  Hi  Dump  Cane  Wagon 

"New  features  offered  for  1998" 


The  Best  Keens  Getting  Better!!! 


A  Lighter 

Billet  Cane  Trailer 

for 

1998 

Available  for 

use  on  existing 

dumping  stations 


i       


Tony  Collinson 
Sales 


&xvt  mexe 

inpwmaticn 

give  c*&  a  ca£i! 


(504)  447-4021 
(800)  447-8403 
(504)  447-4028-Fax 


waULf, 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
118  West  Main  Street 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Early  Crop  -  Dedicated  Research  Program 


Normally  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
the  discussion  deals  with  ger- 
minating cane  and  emerging 
cane  shoots.  This  year's  weather,  as  a 
result  of  El  Nino',  has  been  much  milder 
than  normal  and  cane  germination  is  far 
ahead  of  schedule.  Cane  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  belt,  which  sprouted  last  fall, 
has  never  been  killed  back  from  frosts  or 
freezes.  The  coldest  temperatures  of  the 
year  occurred  during  the  second  week  of 
March.  However,  little  damage  has  been 
reported  throughout  most  of  the  belt. 
Only  in  the  northern  most  areas  of  the 
belt  and  in  those  low  areas  of  the  rest  of 
the  belt  that  normally  suffer  from  cold, 
have  there  been  any  reports  of  actual 
shoot  damage.  Other  fields  have  brown 
leaves  and  no  shoot  damage.  Fields  of 
LCP  85-384  are  easier  to  spot  than  those 
of  other  varieties  since  shoots  of  LCP  85- 
384  generally  remain  greener  than  other 
varieties. 

The  long  term  effects  of  this  recent 
cold  may  be  minimal  if  warm  and  dry 
weather  are  to  follow.  It  is  normally  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  March  and  early 
April,  when  the  majority  of  winter's 
damage  becomes  evident. 


Again  this  year,  many  questions  are 
being  asked  about  the  white  shoots  ap- 
pearing in  stubble  fields  of  LCP  85-384 
that  were  treated  with  Polado  last  fall. 
As  was  reported  last  year,  this  is  not  a 
new  situation  and  appears  to  be  a  reac- 
tion to  Polado  not  normally  seen  to  this 
extent  in  other  varieties.  Every  year, 
white  stunted  shoots  of  LCP  85-384  have 
been  reported.  Every  year,  these  fields 
have  grown  out  of  these  symptoms  and 
no  damage  has  been  recorded.  However, 
each  year  is  different  and  growers  are 
always  concerned  that  this  season  may 
be  the  year  when  these  symptoms  cause 
problems.  But,  there  is  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  LCP  85-384  won't  grow  out  of 
the  white  shoot  occurrence  which  hap- 
pens nearly  every  year.  Not  all  fields 
seem  to  be  affected  as  severely.  There- 
fore, growers  should  note  any  unusual 
factors  that  may  make  some  fields  worse 
than  others.  Then  perhaps  we  can  learn 
exactly  what  field  conditions  trigger 
Polado  treated  fields  of  LCP  85-384  to 
exhibit  these  white,  stunted  shoots.  It  is 
hoped  that  as  LCP  85-384  grows  older, 
the  white  shoot  situation  does  not  affect 
the  variety  or  else  growers  can  learn 


II 


how  to  minimize  the  impact  that  Polado 
has  on  shoot  appearance  in  the  spring. 

Last  year  saw  the  smallest  planting 
in  many  years,  with  much  of  this  acreage 
suffering  for  water  during  the  fall.  While 
the  lack  of  rains  provided  for  early  ma- 
turity in  the  harvested  crop,  it  had  a 
negative  impact  on  germinating  cane. 
Because  of  the  dry  weather,  some  acres 
of  plant  cane  this  spring  have  stands  that 
are  less  than  desirable.  The  majority  of 
the  planted  acres  seem  to  be  recovering 
adequately.  However,  growers  report 
that  there  will  be  some  plant  cane  acres 
that  will  have  to  be  plowed  out  as  a  re- 
sult of  poor  spring  stands.  League 
Agronomists  Windell  Jackson  and 
Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.  report  that 
those  fields  with  poor  stands  are  prob- 
ably due  to  the  dry  weather  following 
planting  and  then  flooded  conditions 
during  the  late  winter  which  aggravated 
the  poor  germination. 

With  cane  stands  at  the  present  time 
and  the  acreage  thought  to  be  in  produc- 
tion in  1998,  the  expectations  for  this 
crop  are  good  at  this  early  date.  As  al- 
ways, there  are  many  factors  that  can 
negatively  impact  the  crop  before  it  is 
harvested.  However,  most  growers  have 
a  reason  to  feel  optimistic  about  the  up- 
coming crop  at  this  early  date  in  1998. 

Dedicated  Research  Program 

Each  year,  the  League's  Dedicated 
Research  Funding  Committee  meets  to 
decide  on  projects  it  feels  are  worthy  of 
funding  for  the  year.  Numerous  scien- 
tists make  written  proposals  to  the 
League  and  they  are  given  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  a  presentation  on  their  re- 
search project.  The  committee  then 
ranks  the  proposals  and  recommends  to 
the  Board  of  Directors  a  list  of  projects 
for  funding  for  the  year.  The  Committee, 


comprised  of  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  members  as  well  as  Farm  Bu- 
reau members,  recommends  the  expen- 
diture of  the  funds  contributed  to  the 
special  account  through  your  League 
dues.  The  Board  of  Directors  approved 
the  1998  list  of  proposals  at  its  February 
meeting.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
funded  projects  (arranged  by  category) 
along  with  the  lead  scientists  for  each 
proposal.  Since  the  League's  member- 
ship may  not  be  familiar  with  all  of  the 
scientists  involved,  the  abbreviation  for 
their  respective  organization  is  listed  at 
the  end  of  each  project,  if  it  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  project's  title.  (LAES)  rep- 
resents Louisiana  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  of  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Center  in  Baton  Rouge  and  (LAES/ ASI) 
represents  the  Audubon  Sugar  Institute 
of  the  LAES.  (USDA/ARS/SRRC)  rep- 
resents the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture/ Agricultural  Research  Ser- 
vice/Southern Regional  Research  Cen- 
ter in  New  Orleans.  (USDA/ARS/SRU) 
represents  the  Sugar  Cane  Research  Unit 
in  Houma.  (USDA/ARS/Canal  Point) 
represents  the  Sugarcane  Field  Station  in 
Canal  Point,  Florida.  (TAES)  represents 
the  Texas  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion in  Weslaco,  Texas.  (ICSB)  represents 
the  International  Consortium  on  Sugar- 
cane Biotechnology  of  which  the  League 
is  a  member.  (USL)  represents  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southwestern  Louisiana  in 
Lafayette.  (NSU)  represents  Nicholls 
State  University  in  Thibodaux. 


I.  Crop  Improvement 

Kenneth  Gravois;  Base  support  for  sug- 
arcane breeding  in  the  LAES. 
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Benjamin  Legendre;  Request  for 
supplemental  funding  in  support  of  the 
research  programs  of  the  USDA-ARS, 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit,  Houma,  Loui- 
siana. 

Howard  Viator;  Support  of  sugarcane 
research  at  the  Iberia  Research  Station 

(LAES). 

Dave  Burner;  Sugarcane  cultivar  devel- 
opment through  basic  breeding  (USD A/ 
ARS/SRU). 

Edwis  Dufrene  and  Donnie  Garrison; 

Meeting  the  challenges  of  increasing 
sugar  yields  through  variety  testing  at 
off-station  nurseries,  infield  and  outfield 
locations  and  specialty  studies  on 
harvestability  and  date  of  planting 
(USDA/ARS/SRU). 

Jim  Miller,  Benjamin  Legendre  and 
William  White;  Effect  of  pollen  loading 
on  seed  set  (USDA/ARS/ Canal  Point)". 

Timothy  Beary;  Transformation  of  sug- 
arcane to  permit  expression  of  lytic  pep- 
tides that  control  sugarcane  pests  (NSU). 

Angelique  D'Hont;  Fine  tagging  of  a 
major  rust  resistance  gene  in  cultivar 
R570  with  a  view  towards  its  cloning 
through  map-based  chromosome  walk- 
ing (ICSB). 

Andy  Paterson;  Genetic  and  molecular 
analysis  of  expressed  sequence  tags  im- 
plicated in  sugarcane  growth  and  pro- 
ductivity (ICSB). 

Jesusa  Legaspi;  Transgenic  sugarcane 
for  controlling  sugarcane  borer  (TAES). 

T.  Erik  Mirkov  and  James  E.  Irvine; 


Processing  transgenic  sugarcane  for  the 
recovery  of  high  value  proteins  (TAES). 


II.  Crop  Production 

Michael  Salassi;  Economic  evaluation 
of  production  and  management  deci- 
sions on  Louisiana  sugarcane  farms 

(LAES). 

William  Hallmark,  Jackie  Carlisi- 
Dunlop      and      Anthony      Judice; 

Composting  in  the  Louisiana  sugar  in- 
dustry (LAES,  USL,  and  Judice  Brothers 
Farm). 


III.  Crop  Protection 

T.  E.  Gene  Reagan;  Impact  of  chopper 
harvesting  and  soil  insecticide  use  on 
pest  status  and  ecology  of  sugarcane 
insects  (LAES). 

William  White;  Rearing  of  sugarcane 
borer  for  special  studies  at  the  Sugarcane 
Research  Unit  (USDA/ARS/SRU). 

Michael  Grisham;  Determining  the 
presence  and  importance  of  yellow  leaf 
syndrome  in  Louisiana  (USDA/ARS/ 
SRU). 

Jeff  Hoy;  Sugarcane  pathology  research 
(LAES). 

Yong-Bao  Pan;  Detecting  RSD  infection 
in  sugarcane  by  polymerase  chain  reac- 
tion (USDA/ARS/SRU). 

James  Griffin;  Weed  control  research  in 
sugarcane  (LAES). 
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Edward  Richard;  Developing  integrated 
weed  management  systems  for  efficient 
and  sustainable  sugarcane  production 
(USDA/ARS/SRU). 


Gillian  Eggleston;  Effectiveness  of  hot 
liming  clarification  for  Louisiana  raw 
sugar  manufacture  (USDA/ARS/ 
SRRC). 


Edward  Richard;  A  multi-disciplinary 
assessment  of  the  removal  of  winter- 
killed cane  shoots  on  pest  management 

(USDA/ARS/SRU). 


Willem  Kampen;  Electro-coagulation 
(LAES/ASI). 

Harold  Birkett  and  jeanie  Stein;  Mill 
yard  sugar  losses  (LAES/ASI). 


IV.  Processing 

Archibald  Hill;  Laboratory  study  of 
aconitic  acid  recovery  from  molasses 

(USL). 


Dona!  Day;  Monoclonal  antibody  for 
dextran  analysis  (LAES/ASI). 

Gillian  Eggleston;  Identification  of 
compounds  to  assess  the  extent  of  dete- 
rioration of  stored  cut  cane  (USDA/ 

ARS/SRRC). 


Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copv  is  $8.48 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.88  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  perl)ook  ot  $12.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name  


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s) 


Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


HALF  PRICE 
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WANT  CLEANER 
FIELDS? 


On  the  next  few  pages  you  will  find  a  few  helpful  steps  that 
might  aid  in  the  start  to  cleaner,  more  productive  fields. 


Remember  to  always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 


Roundup  Round 

uam 

^'"^mMonsanto 


Sincerely, 

Ken  Naquin 

Local  Market  Manager 


(Drawings  by  Craig  Naquin) 
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DITCH  BANKS 


*  First  step  to  cleaner  fields 
Helps  stop  weeds  from  spreading  into  fields 
2-3  %  solution  or  2  qts.  of  Roundup  per  acre 


EDGING 


Help  stop  Bermudagrass  from  entering  fields  from  your  headlands 
*  2-3  %  solution  or  2  qts.  of  Roundup  per  acre 
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SPRING  FALLOW  GROUND 


*  Saves  time  and  money  (less  trips  across  the  field) 
*  Lets  you  concentrate  on  your  crop  and  not  fallow  ground 

*  Allows  fields  to  dry  quicker 

*  Another  step  in  the  process  of  helping  control  Bermudagrass 

*  3-4  qts.  of  Roundup  per  acre 


ROUNDUP  READY  SOYBEANS 
ON  FALLOW  GROUND 


*  Allows  for  possible  income  gain  off  of  your  fallow 

*  Excellent  method  for  Bermudagrass  control  (2  applications 

of  Roundup  plus  the  shading  of  the  soybeans) 

*  New  early  season  varieties  allow  for  early  planting  of  sugarcane 

1  qt.  15-20  days  after  planting  followed  by  1  qt.  15-20  days  after  first  application 
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_.      VBROUSSARD/ 

moo^ukL^       \  CANE  EQUIPMENT  / 

r      Cane      ^ 

Contractors 

I        Inc.       ) 

i1liW"lwrg<         \— /                   V— / 

^                   ^^                    * 

Chopper  Type                Wholestalk            Contract  Harvesting 
Cane  Harvesters         Cane  Harvesters             with  Chopper 

High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 

Harvesters 

Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 

Vernon  Manufacturing,  Inc. 

PO.  Box  2650  «  Parks,  IA  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 

GOODYEAR 


Goodyear  tires  for  your  car,  truck,  farm  or  off-highway  equipment. 

•  24-hour  road  service 

•  Complete  automotive  certified  service 

•  Truck  tire  balance  and  alignment 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Nobody  fits  you 
like  Goodyear 


Special  Sure-Grip  TD-8 
Super  Traction  •  Super  Strength 


STOP 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1-800-256-1269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)447-2696 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Let  The  Fun  Begin 


By  the  time  this  article  hits  the 
press,  the  Special  Session  will  be 
in  full  swing.  As  previously  men- 
tioned, the  main  issues  include  the  reor- 
ganization within  the  State  Group  Ben- 
efits Plan,  a  proposal  to  create  the  Loui- 
siana Technical  and  Community  College 
System,  and  reorganization  within  the 
Department  of  Transportation. 

Another  issue  that  may  arise  is  the 
Children's  Health  Insurance  Program, 
or  better  known  as  CHIPS.  The  new  fed- 
eral program  passed  by  Congress  allows 
states  to  create  a  plan  that  would  expand 
some  type  of  health  insurance  for  chil- 
dren. The  Governor's  Task  Force  on 
CHIPS  recommended  that  the  program 
begin  with  a  Medicaid  expansion  that 
would  embrace  an  estimated  28,350  chil- 
dren not  currently  covered  by  health 
insurance.  Eligible  under  this  expansion 
would  be  all  children  through  age  18 
who  live  in  households  with  incomes  up 
to  133  %  of  the  federal  poverty  level 
($21,348  family  of  four).  Currently,  the 
133  %  level  applies  only  to  children  up  to 
age  6.  It  is  estimated  that  this  first  phase 
of  CHIPS  will  cost  the  state  about  $8.9 
million  (21  %  of  total  costs). 

Additionally,  it  has  been  projected 
that  another  29,412  children,  not  cur- 
rently enrolled  in  Medicaid  but  eligible 
to  do  so,  will  be  discovered  during  the 
CHIPS  enrollment  process  since  the 
Medicaid  screening  process  will  be  used 
to  determine  those  eligible  for  CHIPS.  If, 
indeed,  projections  are  correct  in  the 
number  of  Medicaid  eligible  children 


that  will  be  ascertained  during  this  pro- 
cess, it  could  cost  the  State  an  additional 
$9.1  million  (30  %  of  total  costs). 

Primarily  as  a  result  of  the  uncer- 
tainty surrounding  the  Medicaid  eli- 
gibles  that  will  be  located  and  the  cost 
thereto,  the  task  force  recommended  the 
following  three  stages  be  implemented 
without  a  set  timeline: 

Step  1:  Expand  Medicaid  ages  Birth-18 
to  133%  FPL 

Step  2:  Expand  Medicaid  for  ages  Birth- 
18  to  150%  FPL 

Step  3:  Private  La.  CHIP  Insurance  for 
ages  Birth-18  from  150%FPL  to  200% 
FPL 

Primarily  because  of  time  limitations 
and  lack  of  advance  notice,  the  task  force 
declined  to  hear  a  formal  presentation 
from  the  Department  of  Insurance  (DOI) 
that  focuses  almost  exclusively  on  pri- 
vate health  insurance  for  the  CHIPS  pro- 
gram. On  a  somewhat  related  matter,  the 
task  force  discussed  the  administrative 
costs.  It  was  pointed  out  that  Medicaid 
administrative  costs  run  about  3  %  while 
those  for  private  insurance  organiza- 
tions run  about  10  %.  The  maximum  al- 
lowed under  CHIPS  is  10  %. 

On  a  different  note,  legislators  have 
already  begun  pre-filing  bills  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  fiscal  session  which  be- 
gins April  27.  We  will  keep  you  in- 
formed as  pertinent  issues  arise. 
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La  Cane 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MANUFACTURING,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  71  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  447-3771  •  Fax:  (504)  447-8404 

TIGER  —  2  Row  Chopper  Harvester 


Available  for  the  1998  Harvest 

Season 

Call  La  Cane  (Jim  Collinson  or 

Ken  Caillouet)  to  Schedule  a 

Video  Presentation  or  For 

More  Information 


FEATURES: 

•  2-Row  Cutting  at  Pour  Rates  of  200  to  300  Tons  Per  Hour 

•  Topping,  Stripping  and  Extracting  Leaves  Before  Chopping  and  Loading 

•  4  Wheel  Drive  (Rubber  Tires) 

•  Base  Cutting  Out  in  Front  of  Running  Gear  to  Help  Prevent  Mud  Induction 
While  Cutting  in  Wet  Conditions 

•  Excellent  Weight  Distribution,  Balance  and  Low  Ground  Baring  Pressure 

•  Green  Cane  Cutting  in  All  Conditions 

INCREASE  PROFITS  BY: 

•  Reduced  Operating  Costs 

•  Increased  Cutting  &  Loading  Rates 

•  Reduced  Labor  8c  Fuel  Costs 

•  Reduced  Trash  8c  Mud  in  Cane 

•  Reduced  Maintenance 
(Less  Equipment  8c  NO  TRACKS) 

•  Higher  C.R.S.  8c  Higher  Tonnage 


JmA  ^^r 

.      - 
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For  Sale 


Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today. 
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Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about... 
financing  to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve  land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 


LAND  BANK 
Q/j/jjoctatio/i  , 


Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

of  South  Louisiana 
Opelousas  Port  Allen 

(318)  942-1461        (504)  344-2691 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 


You're  First  at  First  South  PC  A 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(318)364-0217 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  CoePxVer,  P.E. 
G.E.C..  Inc. 


Status  of  Bagasse  Boiler  Rules 


As  reported  in  the  September 
1996  edition  of  The  Sugar  Bul- 
letin, the  United  States  Envi- 
ronmental Protection  Agency  (EPA)  is 
revising  its  rules  regulating  emissions 
from  industrial  commercial  and  institu- 
tional (ICI)  combustion  of  fuels  and  non- 
hazardous  solid  wastes.  Sugar  mill  boil- 
ers are  affected.  The  EPA  has  appointed 
several  ad  hoc  advisory  groups,  pur- 
portedly to  assist  in  formulating  the 
rules,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  (ASCL)  contributes  to  the  ex- 
penses of  a  sugar  cane  industry  partici- 
pant on  one  of  the  advisory  committees. 
The  rules  proposed  to  be  revised  are 
those  authorized  under  the  following 
sections  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  as  amended 
in  1992: 

Section  111.  New  Source  Performance 
Standards  (NSPS) 

Section  112.  National  Emission  Stan- 
dards for  Hazardous  Air  Pollutants 
(NESHAPS) 

Section  129.  Solid  Waste  Combustion 
(SWC) 

Historically,  Section  111  rules  (stan- 
dards) have  been  applied  to  every  new 


or  remodeled  bagasse  boiler  built  in  re- 
cent years.  Otherwise,  all  existing  and 
new  boilers  are  merely  required  to  com- 
ply with  State  Implementation  Plan 
(SIP)  rules  and  regulations.  The  sugar 
cane  industry  nominee  serves  on  the  ICI 
"boiler  work  group"  which  committee 
should  be  the  one  involved  with  rules 
that  pertain  to  industrial  boilers  such  as 
sugar  mill  bagasse  boilers. 

ASCL  has  been  providing  assistance 
to  the  EPA  committee  workings  through 
the  appointed  committee  representative, 
including  technical  data  on  all  existing 
sugar  mill  boilers,  and  stack  tests  on  the 
emissions  from  sugar  mill  boilers  burn- 
ing bagasse.  The  stack  tests  included  ex- 
traordinary tests  for  hazardous  emis- 
sions, collected  voluntarily  and  at  sig- 
nificant expense,  which  tests  demon- 
strate that  hazardous  emissions  from 
bagasse  combustion  are  either  totally 
absent  or  are  less  than  those  from  com- 
busting comparable  amounts  of  other 
boiler  fuels  such  as  natural  gas,  petro- 
leum or  coal. 

The  most  recent  status  report  from 
the  cane  sugar  industry  participant  indi- 
cates things  are  not  going  well  with  the 
ICI  advisory  committee  work.  At  first 
the  EPA  monitors  declared  that  bagasse 
boilers  must  be  regulated  under  Section 
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129  rules  because  EPA's  environmental- 
ist constituency  insists  that  bagasse  is 
agricultural  waste,  and  any  combustion 
unit  burning  " waste"  is  automatically 
an  incinerator  which  must  be  regulated 
under  Section  129  rules  for  "solid  waste 
combustion."  After  being  advised  that 
bagasse  is  a  valuable  commercial  prod- 
uct, not  a  wasted  or  discarded  material, 
and  that  EPA's  own  rules  define  "solid 
waste"  as  a  discarded  (wasted)  material, 
EPA  representatives  now  say  that  ba- 
gasse will  not  be  listed  as  a  boiler  fuel 
under  Section  111  regulations,  but  may 
be  regulated  under  Section  112 
(NESHAPS)  which  regulations  are  ap- 
plicable to  specific  hazardous  materials 
that  may  be  emitted  such  as  asbestos 
and  vinyl  chloride. 

Bagasse  is  not  a  hazardous  material 
and  neither  Section  112  of  the  law  nor 
Section  112  rules  now  identify  bagasse 
as  a  hazardous  material  to  be  so  regu- 
lated. As  stated  previously,  hazardous 
emissions  from  bagasse  combustion  are 
less  than  from  natural  gas,  petroleum 
and  coal  boiler  fuels  which  are  to  con- 
tinue being  regulated  under  Section  111 
rules.  The  only  explanation  given  for  the 
latest  absurd  proclamation  is  that  EPA's 
environmental  constituency  has  threat- 
ened to  sue  if  bagasse  is  not  treated  in 
this  manner. 

Another  curious  EPA  declaration  is 
that  "clean  wood  waste"  has  been  in- 
cluded, along  with  natural  gas,  petro- 
leum and  coal,  as  one  of  the  four  boiler 
fuels  that  would  continue  to  be  regu- 
lated under  Section  111  rules.  Why  wood 
waste  of  any  kind,  clean  or  otherwise, 
would  not  be  regulated  in  the  same  way 
as  other  agricultural  "wastes"  has  not 
been  explained,  nor  has  the  term  "clean" 
as  opposed  to  ordinary  wood  waste 
been  defined.  Incidently,  wood  waste 
cannot  be  cleaned  as  thoroughly  as  ba- 
gasse is  cleaned  of  non-cellulose  impu- 


rities during  the  repeated  crushing  and 
water  imbibition  practiced  at  modern 
cane  sugar  mills. 

To  deny  that  bagasse  is  legitimate 
boiler  fuel  is  also  absurd.  According  to 
Cane  Sugar  Handbook,  12th  Edition, 
sugar  cane  has  been  cultivated  since 
8,000  B.C.,  and  crude  sugar  was  being 
produced  from  sugar  cane  by  400  B.C. 
The  production  of  crude  sugar  from 
cane  requires  the  use  of  fuel  to  heat  and 
boil  away  water  from  the  sugar  solution 
extracted  by  crushing  cane  stalks.  Crude 
sugar  production  is  therefore  one  of 
mankind's  first  industrial  activity,  and 
because  this  activity  occurred  at  a  time 
and  place  where  other  fuels  were  scarce 
or  not  available,  the  fuel  used  for  crude 
sugar  production  undoubtedly  included 
bagasse,  the  fibrous  residue  of  crushed 
sugar  cane.  Thus,  the  use  of  bagasse  as 
an  industrial  "boiler"  fuel  apparently 
predates  the  use  of  natural  gas  and  other 
fossil  fuels  for  that  purpose. 

Bagasse  has  been  used  as  a  "boiler" 
fuel  in  Louisiana's  sugar  industry  for 
more  than  200  years.  However,  during 
that  period,  many  other  uses  for  bagasse 
have  developed,  and  its  market  value 
for  such  uses  as  paper  and  fiberboard 
making  has  at  times  greatly  exceeded  its 
value  as  a  fuel.  In  the  period  following 
World  War  II,  natural  gas  was  so  abun- 
dant and  cheap  in  Louisiana  that  virtu- 
ally all  Louisiana  sugar  mill  boilers  were 
equipped  to  run  on  natural  gas  fuel  so 
that  all  bagasse  produced  could  be  sold 
for  such  commercial  uses.  However, 
during  the  fuel  crisis  of  the  late  1960s 
and  early  1970s,  sugar  mills  were  or- 
dered by  the  Federal  government  to 
cease  burning  scarce  (but  cheap)  inter- 
state natural  gas  in  the  boilers  because 
they  had  ample  amounts  of  much  more 
expensive  bagasse  available  for  use  as  a 
boiler  fuel.  This  Federal  action  put  in- 
dustries depending  upon  bagasse  as 
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raw  material  to  go  out  of  business.  Now 
we  have  Federal  Agents  (EPA)  telling  us 
that  bagasse  is  not  a  boiler  fuel  but 
rather  a  waste  that  must  be  burned  in  a 
waste  incinerator  or  a  hazardous  air 
pollutant  that  must  be  regulated  under 
NESHAPS.  Why? 

The  absurd  proposal  to  regulate 
sugar  mill  boilers  under  either  Section 
112  or  129  could,  if  implemented,  ruin 
the  Louisiana  cane  sugar  industry.  In 
either  case,  the  rules  would  apply  to 
existing  as  well  as  new  bagasse  boilers, 
and  all  would  be  required  to  have  the 
same  sort  of  control  and  monitoring  sys- 
tems as  plants  manufacturing  or  using 
vinyl  chloride  (a  carcinogen)  or  a  plant 
incinerating  municipal  garbage.  The 
cost  of  providing  and  maintaining  these 
unnecessary,  useless  and  very  expensive 
control  systems  could  easily  bankrupt 
the  marginally  profitable  American  cane 
sugar  industry,  perhaps  to  the  delight  of 
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big  sugar  importers  and  EPA's  militant 
environmental  constituency. 

It  is  therefore  urgent  that  EPA  and  its 
ICI  advisory  group  be  put  on  notice  that 
these  unjust,  inappropriate  and  dis- 
criminatory rules  will  be  opposed  by 
every  lawful  means  available.  Allowing 
a  "waste "  (clean  wood  waste)  to  be  des- 
ignated as  fuel  for  regulation  under  Sec- 
tion 111  while  bagasse  fuel  is  classified 
as  a  "waste"  that  must  be  incinerated 
will  not  go  unchallenged,  nor  will  fossil 
fuels  that  emit  more  hazardous  pollut- 
ants than  bagasse  be  accepted  for  regu- 
lation under  rules  less  stringent  than 
those  under  which  bagasse  is  regulated. 

Louisiana's  legislative  delegation  in 
Washington  should  be  kept  fully  in- 
formed on  this  situation  in  the  event  that 
a  political  solution  is  needed  to  avert 
disaster.  Resources  should  be  escrowed 
for  the  contingency  of  a  costly  legal 
battle,  should  such  prove  necessary. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR.        SALE 

•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new 

•  1988  Barko  160-A  Loader.  Call              j 

style  air  -  $35,000.  Call  J.W. 

(318)  856-4622  -  Wilson  Viator,  Jr. 

Hurdle,  Jr.  at  (504)  749-2892. 

•  JD  4250,  air  cab,  power  shift  - 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front 

$18,000;  JD  4630,  air  cab,  stan- 

wheel drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel 

dard  shift  -  $10,500;  JD  4020,  four 

bumper  with  box,  3640  hrs.,  still 

post  cab,  saddle  tanks  w/spray 

under  warranty  -  $46,700;  1972 

boom  -  $5,000;  Int'l  1066  -  $1,500. 

Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 

Call  Jackie,  Clint  or  Chad  Judice  at 

JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist  - 

(318)828-2188. 

$9,600;  1974  JD  4020  Loader  with 

attachment  -  $8,300;  Davis  Cane 
Carts  -  2  for  $6,600  and  2  for 

•  Chop  Cane  Basket  Wagon, 

$7,000,  dual  axel.  Call  Junior 

$6,300;  3-row  Tiller  with  3  pt. 
hitch,  openers,  and  extra  blades  - 
$3,850;  3-row  Bottom  Plow  with  3 

Schexnayder  at  (504)562-7539  or 
(504)647-6877. 

pt.  hitch  and  gauge  wheels  -  $650; 

16'  Flat  Chopper  w/cylinder  - 

•  Broussard  Cane  Loader,  single 

$750;  6'  Case  End  Row  Flat 

row,  self  propelled;  JD  690-B 

Chopper  (parts  only)-  $100;  Sub- 

Excavator  with  2  buckets; 

soiler  -  $300;  1990  Case/  Int'l 

Planter's  Aid  4'x20'  w/drum  -  to 

5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $22,500; 

make  mechanical  planter;  Prime  3- 

3-row  Cultivator  with  3  busting 

row  w/off  bars;  2  Thompson 

plows  and  6  shields  &  6  clamps  - 

Transloader  Cane  Wagons; 

$2,800.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at 

Thompson  Single-Row  Cane 

(318)365-0014. 

Cutter;  14'  Water  Level.  Contact 

Ricky  Rivet  at  (504)  694-3970  or 

•  Cross  Ties,  excellent  condition, 

(504)638-0997. 

$4.00  each  or  older  crossties,  $1 

each.  Call  Jimmy  Jarreau 

•  4  Bayou  Service  Billet 

(504)625-2429  or  (504)637-4873. 

Transloader  Wagons,  1 0  ton 

Excellent  for  fence  post. 

capacity  -  $20,000  for  all.  Call 

(504)  638-7494  or  (504)  638-6539. 

•  Tractor  Pull  Trailer,  for  transporting 

cane  combine.  Used  only  twice 

•  2  Thompson  4-row  Cultivators, 

during  '97  crop.  $8,500.00  call 

$3,500  each;  1974  Thompson  3- 

Rene  Simon  —  (318)367-0258. 

row  with  off  bar,  $3,000;  Rotobec 

Grab  adapted  for  billets,  $4,000. 

•  Thomson-4  wheel  drive  Field 

Call  (504)  687-3683  or  (504)  687- 
6713. 

Loader,  Case  2096  High  Crop,  89 

model  3  pt.  Hitch  14  ft.  Bush 

Hog.  Call  (504)693-6398  let  ring 

until  page. 

CLASSIFIEDS,  continue  on  page  28 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR        SALE 


Single-row  Broussard,  all  harvest- 
ing updates,  excellent  condition.  JD 
engine,  alot  of  extra  parts,  call 
(318)229-8555. 

1990  Broussard  2-row  Cane 
Cutter,  excellent  condition,  field 
ready  -  $95,000;  1976  Broussard 
Self-propelled  Cane  Loader,  field 
ready  -  $12,500;  Transloader 
Cane  Wagons,  10  tons  -  $2,500 
each;  8-row  JD  Flex  Hippers  - 
$5,500;  8-row  JD  Model  845 
Folding  Cultivator  -  $1 ,000.  Call 
Paul  Schexnayder  at  (504)  638- 
3002. 

4-10  ton  Cane  Carts,  built  in  1997; 
Non-Dump  Prentis  Transloader 

on  1977  GMC  6500  series  truck. 
Call  (318)  441-1986. 

3  Automatic  Planting  Machines, 

rear  planting  -  $7,000  each;  4 
Davis  Billet  Wagons,  10  tons  - 
$9,000  each.  Call  Chuck  Landry  at 
(504)  545-2707  day  or  night. 

1066  Int'l  Hi-Clear  with  cab;  1466 
Int'l  with  cab;  Broussard  Cane 
Loader,  chain  piler  and  backhoe; 
3-Whole  Stalk  Tandum  Wagons 

with  spare  wheels  and  hubs;  15' 
Woods  Shredder,  needs  new  deck 
or  for  parts;  250  gal.  Ammonia 
Tank;  Lilliston  set  of  Hoes; 
Pumps  off  of  American  Oil  Fertil- 
izer Machine  Truck  Rear  End  with 
Tung  used  to  move  tanks.  Call 
Russell  Judice  at  (318)  394-4727. 


Broussard  2-row  Cane  Harvester 
Conversion  parts  for  front  end  and 
Conveyor  system.  Many  other 
extra  parts  for  sale  as  well.  All 
fittings  and  shields  will  go  with 
parts.  (8)  M46  Sunstrand  Motors 
for  front  end;  (8)  S07  Fairfield 
Boxes  for  front  end;  (8)  CA550 
Sprockets  with  hubs  (as  is);  (2) 
M46  Sunstrand  Motors  for 
conveyor  system;  (2)  S1C 
Fairfield  Boxes  for  conveyor;  (2) 
#800  Sticker  chain  sprockets 
with  hubs  for  conveyor  system  (as 
is);  (1)  23  Sunstrand  Pump  with 
P.O.R.  for  Propulsion;  (1)  M46 
Sunstrand  tandem  pump  for  front 
end  and  rear  conveyor  system;  (2) 
50  series  Sunstrand  Motors  for 
wheel  drive;  (1)  2-row  Bottom 
Blade  System  with  motors  and 
brackets  (less  blades).  Call  Comb 
Farms,  Inc.  (Mike  or  James)  at 
(318)332-1970. 


•  1986  Broussard  Single-row  Cane 
Harvester;  LA  Cane  Row-Cover; 
LA  Cane  Row  Opener.  Call  Eric 
Poche  at  (504)  562-3294  or  (504) 
869-8777. 

•  1983  CAMECO  2-Row  Cane 
Harvester  with  all  updates,  JD 
engine,  $35,000;  (4)  Tandem  Axle 
Transloader  Wagons,  $2,500 
each.  Call  (504)  473-1299  (day)  or 
(504)  473-9544  (night). 
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American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 
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65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 
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Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 
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Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 
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Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Mastercraft  Fab,  Inc. 

4970  N.  Bayou  Black  Dr.,  Gibson,  LA  70356 

MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

17522  Sugar  Mill  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

108  Stonewall  Ave.,  Carencro,  LA  70520 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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Solace  ^afinicatosib 

Farm  Division 

Owned  and  Operated  by  Southern  Gentlemen 


Gentlemen, 

In  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  Cane  industry,  Bayou  Fabricators 
is  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  opened  a  new  Farm  Equipment  Division. 

We  are  currently  offering  cane  trailers  for  field  operations.  The  wagons 
will  have  the  automatic  hydraulic  dumping  features,  and  will  hold  up  to  10  Tons. 
We  also  offer  a  14  Ton  unit  which  will  be  available  on  a  special  order  basis. 

In  order  to  fulfill  the  needs  of  our  customers,  we  have  consulted  many 
farmers  and  engineers,  and  we  feel  we  have  the  best  designed  wagon  available.  In 
our  discussions  with  our  customers,  we  feel  that  we  have  eliminated  many  of  the 
problems  encountered  with  earlier  models. 

We  have  been  in  the  fabrication  business  for  over  20  years  and  will 
produce  a  wagon  that  will  provide  many  years  of  trouble  free  operation.  However, 
each  wagon  will  come  with  a  one  year  manufacturer's  warranty. 

Thank  You 
(ftetw,  Patrick 
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Customized  Metal  Fabrications 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764-  Office:  504-659-2427  ~  FAX  504-659-2858 


La  Cane 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MANUFACTURING,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  71  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  447-3771  •  Fax:  (504)  447-8404 

TIGER  —  2  Row  Chopper  Harvester 


Available  for  the  1998  Harvest 

Season 

Call  La  Cane  (Jim  Collinson  or 

Ken  Caillouet)  to  Schedule  a 

Video  Presentation  or  For 

More  Information 


FEATURES: 

•  2-Row  Cutting  at  Pour  Rates  of  200  to  300  Tons  Per  Hour 

•  Topping,  Stripping  and  Extracting  Leaves  Before  Chopping  and  Loading 

•  4  Wheel  Drive  (Rubber  Tires) 

•  Base  Cutting  Out  in  Front  of  Running  Gear  to  Help  Prevent  Mud  Induction 
While  Cutting  in  Wet  Conditions 

•  Excellent  Weight  Distribution,  Balance  and  Low  Ground  Baring  Pressure 

•  Green  Cane  Cutting  in  All  Conditions 


INCREASE  PROFITS  BY: 

•  Reduced  Operating  Costs 

•  Increased  Cutting  &  Loading  Rates 

•  Reduced  Labor  &  Fuel  Costs 

•  Reduced  Trash  &  Mud  in  Cane 

•  Reduced  Maintenance 

(Less  Equipment  &  NO  TRACKS) 

•  Higher  C.R.S.  8c  Higher  Tonnage 


"Follow  the  Leader" 

QUALITY  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

Stay  on  the  cutting  edge! 
The  New  QUALITY  Hi  Dump  Cane  Wagon 

"New  features  offered  for  1998" 


The  Best  Keeps  Getting  Better!!! 


A  Lighter 

Billet  Cane  Trailer 

for 

1998 
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Available  for 

use  on  existing 

dumping  stations 
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Tony  Collinson 
Sales 


inftwmatien 
give  ad  a  call! 


(504)  447-4021 
(800)  447-8403 
(504)  447-4028-Fax 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
118  West  Main  Street 


Cane  Harvesting  ^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donafdsonvillc  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 


UP        FRONT        WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Horace  Godfrey  Passes  Away  --  Liner  ■-  Slots  at  the  Track 


The  attached  is  an  article  about  Horace 
Godfrey  upon  his  recent  death  that  appeared 
in  the  Washington  Post.  Horace  Godfrey 
was  the  person  who  handled  congressional 
and  government  relations  for  the  League 
prior  to  Don  Wallace  and  Macon  Edwards. 
I  thought  the  article  would  be  of  interest  to 
the  people  in  the  industry,  particularly  many 
of  the  senior  generation  of  the  Louisiana  in- 
dustry. 

Horace  D.  Godfrey,  82,  a  former 
Washington  agriculture  lobby 
ist  as  well  as  a  27  year  veteran 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
died  April  5, 1998  due  to  complications 
after  back  surgery  at  New  York  Cornell 
Hospital  in  New  York  City,  New  York. 

Mr.  Godfrey  was  born  in  Waxhaw, 
North  Carolina.  He  spent  his  entire  pro- 
fessional life  in  agriculture  having  been 
a  farmer,  administrator  and  lobbyist.  For 
years  in  Washington,  he  was  known  as 
"Mr.  Sugar"  because  of  his  long  stand- 
ing commitment  to  the  sugar  industry. 
Without  question,  he  was  one  of  the 
most  widely  known  agriculture  lobby- 
ists in  Washington. 

After  attending  North  Carolina  State 
University,  he  began  his  service  with  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  be- 
came state  director  of  farm  programs  for 
North  Carolina.  He  served  as  national 
administrator  for  the  Agricultural  Stabi- 
lization and  Conservation  Service  at 
USDA  under  Presidents  Kennedy  and 


Johnson. 

Godfrey  Associates,  Inc.,  an  agricul- 
tural consulting  firm,  was  established  in 
1969  to  represent  various  agricultural 
interests  as  a  registered  lobbyist  in  the 
Congress  and  the  Executive  Branch  of 
government.  He  represented  primarily 
sugarcane  growers  and  processors  in 
Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Texas  as  well  as 
promoting  the  interests  of  cotton,  to- 
bacco, and  peanuts.  In  1988,  he  retired 
from  full-time  employment  and  became 
a  consultant  to  the  Florida  and  Texas 
sugar  industries. 

Horace  received  numerous  awards 
and  recognitions  throughout  the  years; 
some  of  the  most  notable  contributions 
are:  1955  Raleigh  News  &  Observer  "Tar 
Heel  of  the  Week"  1964  USDA  "Distin- 
guished Service  Award'  1967  National 
Civil  Service  League  award  for  Distin- 
guished Civil  Service  1988  Washingto- 
nian  "One  of  the  100  Most  Influential 
People  in  Private  Washington"  1989 
Dyer's  "Sugar  Man  of  the  Year"  1991 
Regardies  business  magazine,  "100 
Most  Influential  People  in  Private  Wash- 
ington" 

He  was  an  active  member  of  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Littleton, 
North  Carolina.  Survivors  include  his 
wife,  Clara  Isles  Harris  Godfrey,  a  native 
of  Halifax  County,  NC;  seven  children: 
Doug,  David,  Gloria,  Candice,  Rita, 
Miriam,  and  Bill;  and  eleven  grandchil- 
dren, 


Litter! 

In  the  Baton  Rouge  Line  by  Sean 
Prados,  Sean  was  indicating  he  would 
write  an  article  about  some  recent  legis- 
lation involving  littering.  I  guess  the 
question  in  everyone's  mind  is  what 
does  littering  have  to  do  with  the  sugar- 
cane industry.  Well,  this  bill  on  littering, 
that  was  supposed  to  be  concerned  with 
people  throwing  trash  from  their  cars, 
managed  to  get  expanded  in  such  a  way 
that  it  included  agriculture  and  forestry. 
If  the  bill  had  passed  in  its  original  form, 
it  would  have  provided  some  fairly  stiff 
fines  as  well  as  jail  terms  for  people 
caught  violating  it.  The  scariest  portion 
of  the  language  read  something  to  the 
effect  that  individuals  who  intentionally, 
unintentionally,  accidently,  or  otherwise 
discharge,  drop,  or  discard  items  from 
their  vehicle  ...  Well,  sugarcane  falling 
from  a  truck,  as  well  as  corn,  soybeans, 
rice,  or  any  other  commodity,  would 
have  been  considered  litter.  I  have  a  feel- 
ing that  had  this  bill  passed  in  its  origi- 
nal form,  half  or  better  of  the  truck  op- 
erators would  have  been  in  jail  before 
the  harvest  season  was  over.  That  being 
said,  I'll  leave  you  to  read  Sean  Prados' 
article. 

Slots  at  the  Track 

By  now  I  guess  everyone  in  this  in- 
dustry is  wondering  what  has  Charlie 
Melancon  been  smoking  or  drinking 
that  he's  writing  articles  about  littering. 
And  now,  slot  machines  at  the  race 
tracks. "  Au  Contraire"  -  the  issue  of  slots 
at  the  race  track  was  very  important  to 
the  agricultural  community.  In  a  recent 
visit  with  the  Governor,  Commissioner 
Bob  Odom  and  his  Assistant  Secretary, 
Bud  Courson  and  I  had  discussed  the 
funding  of  an  industry  study  to  which 
the  League  has  dedicated  funds  and  was 
hoping  that  the  state  might  ante  up 
some  to  match.  Additionally,  depending 


on  the  results  of  the  study,  the  concern 
has  always  been  present  if  this  industry 
is  to  look  past  raw  sugar  manufacturing, 
where  would  the  necessary  funding 
come  from.  At  the  same  time  our  friends 
in  the  cotton  industry  who  are  having  a 
severe  problem  with  boll  weevil  eradica- 
tion and  have  been  trying  to  find  help  to 
assist  them  in  funding  an  eradication 
program.  The  point  being  that  the  Gov- 
ernor supported  all  of  our  concerns  and 
expressed  his  desire  to  assist.  However, 
with  tight  budget  constraints  and  no 
extra  money  knowingly  available,  the 
Governor's  only  suggestion  to  the  three 
of  us  was  to  possibly  find  a  new  revenue 
source  to  help  fund  these  projects. 

Well,  I  have  known  Bob  Odom  quite 
a  while.  He's  not  one  to  be  bashful  about 
getting  in  the  middle  of  a  fracas  if  it  ben- 
efits the  agricultural  community.  The 
bottom  line,  "slots  at  the  track"  was  a 
heavily  debated  and  somewhat  contro- 
versial bill  that  would  allow  the  race 
tracks,  in  those  parishes  that  had  passed 
local  option  in  favor  of  gambling,  to  put 
slot  machines  at  the  track  in  order  to 
help  them  increase  the  purses  to  the 
winners,  while  at  the  same  time  attract- 
ing patrons  to  their  establishments. 
Knowing  the  alliances  that  have  been 
formed  in  past  years  in  farm  bills  and 
other  legislative  battles,  I  not  only  felt 
that  this  bill  helped  the  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane industry,  but  also  provided  what 
could  possibly  be  the  mechanism  to  save 
the  remaining  cotton  industry  in  this 
state.  Commissioner  Odom  was  success- 
ful in  assisting  in  getting  this  legislation 
passed  which  may  give  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Financing  Authority  the 
revenue  it  so  badly  needs  to  provide 
assistance  to  commodity  entities  and 
possibly  enhance  producers  and  proces- 
sors financial  situations. 

I  must  point  out,  however,  that  this 
was  only  the  first  "skirmish"  on  this  is- 


sue.  The  real  battle  will  come  in  the  regu- 
lar session  which  begins  on  April  27 
when  the  Legislature  will  then  take  up 
the  issue  of  actually  taxing  the  slots  at 
the  tracks.  A  number  of  legislators 
looked  at  the  issue  as  a  gambling  issue, 
when  in  fact  the  people  in  these  parishes 
voted,  to  have  gambling  in  their  par- 
ishes and  now  all  the  legislature  needs  to 
do  is  to  apply  the  tax  to  these  operations. 
This  is  //administrative,,  legislation 
which  will  provide  a  needed  tool  for  the 
agricultural  community  that  has  been 
available,  in  millions  of  dollars  per  year, 
to  the  industrial  and  manufacturing 
community.  When  the  time  comes,  we 
will  probably  need  individuals  in  this 
industry  to  make  some  contact  with 
state  representatives  and  senators  and 
ask  for  support  in  passing  this  legisla- 
tion. WeTl  let  you  know  when  the  time 
comes.  The  regular  session  begins  on 
April  27  and  ends  no  later  than  June  13. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  New  Double  Metered  Design  * 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

*  Stainless  Steel  Hoppers  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave. 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180 


GOODYEAR  RADIAL  NO-RISK  OFFER 

Buy  a  pair  of  Goodyear  Tractor  Radials  now.  If,  after  90  days 
from  the  day  of  mounting,  you  are  not  completely  satisfied 
with  the  performance  of  these  tires,  we  will  remove  them  and 
replace  them  with  new  Goodyear  bias  ply  tires  of  like  size 
and  ply  rating  and  will  credit  you  with  the  difference. 


GOLD  JTAR  PIT  JTuP 
M-fflBMTIBEttBVlrt 


Mfef  ftrff 

in  the  fieldl 

JustdhieusacaU 

fortkemp* 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1 269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 

Pager  -  (504)  435-4234 


Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838. 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters.™ 

©  1998  Hibernia  National  Bank.  Member  FDIC.    www.hiberniabank.com 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


April  WASDE  Sees  Little  Change 


The  latest  release  of  the  World  Ag- 
riculture Supply  &  Demand  Esti- 
mates (WASDE)  indicated  few 
changes  from  last  month.  The  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  remained  at  14.5%.  Total  pro- 
duction was  lowered  by  25,000  short 
tons,  raw  value,  due  to  slowed  plantings 
in  rain-drenched  California.  Imports  of 
sugar  for  re-export  in  sugar-containing 
products  were  raised  by  25,000  tons,  as 
were  domestic  deliveries  for  re-export 
products.  Cane  production  was  constant 
at  3.6  million  tons. 

The  U.S.  Trade  Representative  will 
allocate  a  planned  import  tranche  of 
200,000  tons  next  month,  unless  the  May 
WASDE  reports  a  stocks-to-use  ratio  of 
more  than  15.5%. 

Conferees  Set  to  Iron  Out 
Transportation  Bill 

Both  chambers  of  Congress  returned 
from  Easter  recess  facing  a  deadline  to 
finalize  authorization  of  the  six  year 
transportation  funding  bill,  better 
known  as  ISTEA,  or  the  Intermodal  Sur- 
face Transportation  Efficiency  Act.  The 
House  bill  includes  more  than  $218  bil- 
lion in  funding  for  highway  construc- 
tion and  rail  transit  projects.  The  Senate 
bill  offers  just  over  $214  billion  for  trans- 


portation funding.  Assignments  of 
Members  to  a  conference  committee 
have  been  made.  As  of  this  writing,  the 
conference  committee  is  expected  to 
work  out  differences  between  the  two 
bills  no  later  than  May  1,  when  current 
authorization  expires. 

Although  total  funding  amounts  for 
the  two  bills  are  not  far  apart,  several 
major  differences  exist.  Many  Members 
in  the  Senate  and  the  House  have  loudly 
criticized  the  ambitious  level  of  funding, 
complaining  that  it  exceeds  by  $26  bil- 
lion the  amount  offered  for  transporta- 
tion in  last  year's  balanced  budget 
agreement.  To  compensate  for  the  in- 
creased spending,  Congress  will  need  to 
find  offsets  by  cutting  programs  in  other 
areas.  The  fight  to  find  offsets  could  get 
messy. 

The  two  chambers  also  disagree  on 
spending  priorities.  Many  in  the  Senate 
are  troubled  by  the  presence  in  the 
House  bill  of  hundreds  of  special 
projects,  which  provide  monies  for  spe- 
cific items  requested  by  Members  to  be 
spent  within  their  districts.  The  Senate 
bill  rejected  the  inclusion  of  such  items, 
known  as  demonstration  projects.  Crit- 
ics dismiss  the  earmarked  items,  calling 
them  y'pork"  and  arguing  that  such  spe- 


cial  projects  are  inappropriate  uses  of 
public  resources. 

The  Senate  also  opposes  a  provision 
of  the  House  bill  that  would  take  the 
Highway  Trust  Fund  off-budget.  The 
Highway  Trust  Fund  is  based  in  large 
part  on  gasoline  tax  revenues.  Industry 
proponents  argue  that  these  revenues 
should  be  spent  only  on  transportation 
needs.  A  possible  compromise  might 
keep  the  Fund  within  the  overall  bud- 
get, but  create  a  special  category  for 
transportation  matters. 

Observers  also  have  noted  the  treat- 
ment accorded  by  the  House  bill  to  the 
ethanol  tax  break.  The  House  bill  as- 
sumes that  the  ethanol  exemption  from 
fuel  tax  would  expire  in  2000.  The  Senate 
bill  assumes  the  tax  exemption  would  be 
renewed. 

Conference  committee  action  on 
ISTEA  authorization  efforts  will  be  re- 
ported in  next  month's  "Washington 
Update/7 

Mexico  Requests  Formal  o 

Consultations  Regarding  Side  Letter 
Dispute 

Mexico's  Ministry  of  Commerce  & 
Industrial  Development  (SECOFI)  last 
month  sent  a  letter  to  U.S.  Trade  Repre- 
sentative Charlene  Barshefsky  formally 
requesting  consultations  to  resolve  a 
dispute  over  the  validity  of  the  side  let- 
ter agreement  on  sugar  in  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  If  a  mutually  satisfactory 
resolution  is  not  found  by  the  parties 
during  the  consultation  period,  Mexico 
may  initiate  proceedings  that  could  re- 
sult in  a  NAFTA  dispute  panel  adjudica- 
tion. 

Rep.  Schiff  Passes  Away;  Mary  Bono 
to  Finish  Husband's  Term 

Rep.  Steven  Schiff  (R-NM)  died  last 
month  after  a  long  battle  with  cancer. 


Rep.  Schiff  was  first  elected  to  Congress 
in  1988,  though  he  had  been  confined  to 
work  in  his  district  office  since  March 
1997  as  a  result  of  his  illness.  Despite  his 
inability  to  travel  to  Washington,  he  in- 
sisted throughout  1997  that  he  would 
seek  a  sixth  term  in  1998.  Yet,  while 
popular  both  at  home  and  in  Washing- 
ton, he  announced  in  January  that  his 
illness  would  preclude  him  from  run- 
ning for  re-election  this  fall.  A  special 
election  to  fill  the  remainder  of  his  term 
is  slated  for  June. 

Meanwhile,  Mary  Bono  (R-CA)  has 
been  elected  to  fill  out  the  term  of  her 
late  husband,  former  Rep.  Sonny  Bono 
(R-CA).  Mr.  Bono  died  last  January  in  a 
skiing  accident,  thrusting  his  wife  into 
the  political  spotlight  overnight.  She 
becomes  the  36th  woman  elected  to  fin- 
ish the  remainder  of  a  late  husband's 
term.  She  is  expected  to  seek  her 
husband's  slot  on  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, and  has  expressed  interest  in  the 
Commerce  Committee,  as  well. 

The  new  Rep.  Bono  will  be  joined  in 
Congress  by  another  new  Member,  Bar- 
bara Lee  (D-CA)  who  won  a  special  elec- 
tion to  serve  out  the  term  of  former  Rep. 
Ron  Dellums  (D-CA),  who  resigned  af- 
ter a  28  year  tenure  in  office  to  pursue 
business  opportunities. 

Horace  Godfrey  Dies 

Many  of  you  remember  Horace 
Godfrey  who  represented  the  League  in 
the  1960's  and  1970's.  Horace  passed 
away  April  5  in  New  York  following 
back  surgery.  He  was  82  years  old. 

Horace  truly  loved  his  profession, 
and  he  was  very  good  at  his  work.  I  have 
many  memories  of  the  hours  we  spent  in 
meetings  and  the  battles  we  fought  to- 
gether on  behalf  of  the  U.S.  sugar  indus- 
try. 

Our  condolences  go  out  to  his  wife, 
Clara,  and  to  their  family. 
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Sugar  Cane  Scenes"  by  Martin  J.  Benoit,  WFA 

*  Four  2.5"x4.5"  Pen-&-Ink  images  on  ll"xll"  paper 

*  Limited  to  1000  Signed  &  Numbered  prints 

*  Black  &  White  -  $20.00  *  Handcolored  -  $40.00 

*  Includes  Certificate  and  History  card 

*  Catalog  of  other  works  sent  with  order 

*  Great  gift  idea! 

ORDER  BY  MAIL,  PHONE,  OR  FAX 
Check,  money  order,  or  credit  cards  accepted 

SEND  YOUR  ORDER  TO: 

Martin  J.  Benoit,  WFA 

P.O.  Box  792  *  Covington,  LA  70434 

*** 

Phone  or  Fax  (credit  card  orders  only): 

(504)  892-8064 


Wanted:  JD  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


SAVE 

50% 

a  More* 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


^ — 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 


High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 

Vernon  Manufacturing,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  2650  •  Parks,  IA  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 


11 


TRI- 

■STATE 

Delta  Chemicals 

Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 

American 

Sugar  Cane 

League 

206  E.  Bayou  Road 

Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

(504)  448-3707 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


LONGMAN  MACHINERY  CO. 

Retro  fits  of  old  3-row  choppers  to  a 
more  durable  and  trouble-free  design. 

Cane  planters  —  new.  Also  conversions 

of  old  rear  discharge  planters  to 

forward  discharge  units. 

Phone 
(318)  828-0946 

or 
(318)  923-4949 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South  PCA 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


W 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 
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F  A  R  M        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Crop  Report  --  Stubbling  Following  Combine  Cane  Harvesting 
Seed  Cane  Questionnaire 


As  spring  approached  following  a 
very  mild  winter,  cane  stands 
were  generally  off  to  an  early 
start.  The  only  real  concern  over  freezing 
temperatures  resulted  late  in  the  winter 
season  (early  March).  Initial  response 
was  said  to  be  "nothing  much  to  worry 
about".  Most  fields  of  cane  were  already 
marking  the  row  well  at  that  time.  The 
only  other  area  of  concern  was  plant 
cane  which  had  suffered  from  drought 
immediately  after  planting. 

Since  the  last  sugar  Bulletin  article, 
League  Agronomists  Windell  Jackson 
and  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  along 
with  others  who  travel  the  cane  belt 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  get  a  better 
assessment  of  this  crop's  potential.  In 
the  Teche  region,  there  is  very  little  plant 
cane  about  which  growers  are  con- 
cerned. The  Teche  always  plants  a  little 
earlier  than  other  parts  of  the  cane  belt 
and  probably  has  a  better  chance  of  get- 
ting a  rain  after  planting.  However,  in 
the  Bayou  Lafourche  and  Mississippi 
River  areas,  there  are  numerous  plant 
cane  acres  that  will  be  plowed  out  and 
still  others  that,  although  growers  will 
keep  them,  will  have  reduced  yields  due 
to  poor  stands.  These  fields  can  best  be 
characterized  by  having  suffered  for 
water  following  planting.  Most  of  these 


are  in  black  land  or  can  be  seen  in  the 
clay  end  of  fields  that  have  both  sand 
and  clay  in  them.  Many  of  these  fields 
were  over-worked  immediately  before 
planting  which  caused  them  to  be  exces- 
sively dry.  Often  they  were  planted  in 
clods  and  could  have  survived  only  if 
they  had  received  sufficient  rain  within 
a  few  days  after  planting.  Some  of  the 
affected  fields  did  not  receive  sufficient 
rain  for  two  months  following  planting. 
Among  varieties,  there  seems  to  be 
some  differences.  Generally,  LCP  85-384 
survived  the  dry  planting  season  better 
than  any  other  variety,  especially  the 
older  ones.  CP  65-357  and  CP  72-370 
appear  to  show  the  most  plant  cane 
damage  in  some  areas.  Of  course,  there 
are  very  few  instances  where  the  variet- 
ies were  planted  side  by  side  to  get  an 
accurate  comparison  under  similar  con- 
ditions. General  observations  are  that 
when  LCP  85-384  had  the  opportunity  to 
survive,  it  did.  In  fact,  there  are  some 
examples  of  LCP  85-384  showing  "su- 
perman" ability  as  it  survived  much 
better  than  growers  expected  it  to,  hav- 
ing been  planted  under  such  dry  condi- 
tions. On  other  farms,  even  some  acre- 
age of  LCP  85-384  may  have  to  be 
plowed  out  because  of  poor  spring 
stands  due  to  the  lack  of  rainfall  follow- 


ing  planting. 

Planting  dates  most  affected  are  re- 
ally a  factor  of  time  between  planting 
and  the  first  rain,  as  well  as  time  be- 
tween fallow  cultivation  and  planting. 
Planting  in  dried  out  fields  that  have 
been  overworked  during  drought  situa- 
tions is  always  a  big  risk.  Very  few  grow- 
ers are  set  up  to  irrigate  any  appreciable 
acreage.  But,  if  there  was  an  opportunity 
to  demonstrate  a  benefit  from  irrigation, 
then  it  would  undoubtedly  show  up  in  a 
dry  planting  year. 

Growers  should  be  reminded  that 
fields  with  poor  stands  in  plant  cane 
generally  don't  ever  do  well  during  a 
crop  cycle.  However,  LCP  85-384,  and 
the  outstanding  vigor  that  it  still  has,  is 
different  than  all  other  varieties  previ- 
ously grown.  Some  fields  of  this  new 
variety  with  a  weak  stand  in  plant  cane 
have  produced  above  average  yields  in 
stubble  crops,  as  long  as  there  have  been 
no  large  gappy  areas  in  the  field.  In  fact, 
the  most  troublesome  characteristic 
about  LCP  85-384,  besides  its 
harvestability  and  borer  susceptibility, 
may  be  the  difficulty  in  getting  a  good 
stand  in  plant  cane.  It  is  slow  to  germi- 
nate and  many  times  has  lighter  than 
expected  plant  cane  germination  rates. 
As  long  as  the  stands  are  consistent 
along  the  row,  even  though  they  may  be 
light,  growers  can  expect  to  have  a 
chance  to  make  average  and  even  higher 
yields  in  stubble  crops. 

While  there  are  some  plant  cane 
acres  that  will  be  plowed  out  as  a  result 
of  the  dry  planting  season  last  fall,  some 
growers  in  the  southern  and  western 
areas  are  having  difficulty  deciding 
which  stubble  acres  to  plow  out.  In  some 
of  these  fields,  as  a  result  of  the  mild 
winter,  spring  stands  are  excellent  and  it 
is  a  difficult  decision  to  plow  out  fields 
that  appear  to  have  the  potential  for 
above  average  yields.  Some  growers  are 


concerned  about  getting  too  far  out  of 
rotation  for  fear  of  having  too  large  a 
fallow  acreage  when  severe  winter  kills 
finally  happen. 

In  northern  areas,  the  light  freeze  of 
early  March  caused  more  damage  than 
anyone  assumed  at  the  time.  Stubble 
fields  of  CP  70-321  were  especially  af- 
fected by  this  light  freeze  which  appar- 
ently happened  at  just  the  wrong  time 
for  germinating  cane.  As  a  result,  second 
stubble  fields  of  CP  70-321  and,  to  a 
lesser  extent,  stubble  fields  of  other  va- 
rieties are  damaged.  Some  of  these  fields 
are  being  plowed  out  since  they  are  too 
weak  to  keep. 

At  the  present  time,  based  upon 
communication  with  those  who  travel 
the  cane  belt,  it  appears  that  the  overall 
acreage  should  remain  similar  to  last 
year,  despite  the  plant  cane  and  stubble 
cane  damage  noted  above.  While  devas- 
tating for  those  growers  who  have  these 
problem  fields,  the  overall  acreage  that 
will  be  plowed  out  is  probably  less  than 
1%  of  the  total  acreage.  Because  there  is 
some  acreage  of  old  stubble  that  will  be 
kept  over  what  was  expected,  and  be- 
cause there  is  some  new  acreage  that 
was  planted  in  the  far  western  part  of 
the  state,  we  believe  the  state's  acreage 
will  not  change  drastically  from  that  of 
1997. 

Stubbling  Following  Combine 
Harvesting 

As  the  industry  has  increased  its  per- 
centage of  combine  harvested  cane,  sci- 
entists and  growers  have  attempted  to 
evaluate  the  effect  of  the  combine  on 
subsequent  stands  of  stubble  cane  as 
compared  to  the  soldier  harvester.  To 
date,  no  conclusions  have  been  reached 
comparing  the  two  systems.  However, 
growers  have  noted  that  behind  green 
cane  harvested  fields  using  the  combine, 
differences  in  spring  germination  can  be 
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seen.  Dr.  Ed  Richard  of  the  USDA/ARS 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit  in  Houma  and 
others  have  been  conducting  research 
evaluating  the  effect  of  this  mulch  for 
several  years.  Results  to  date  have  gen- 
erally shown  that  while  there  can  be 
some  positive  effects  of  the  mulch  in 
suppression  of  weeds  and  keeping  the 
row  warmer  during  the  winter  season, 
there  can  also  be  a  negative  effect  on 
cane  germination  if  the  mulch  is  left  over 
the  cane  band.  Observations  by  growers, 
especially  from  this  spring,  have  tended 
to  support  this  data. 

Fields  which  were  burnt  prior  to  har- 
vest, areas  where  mulch  was  burnt 
shortly  after  harvest,  break-in  rows 
which  often  tend  to  have  less  mulch 
cover,  and  ditch  bank  rows  which  nor- 
mally have  less  mulch  cover  can  some- 
times be  seen  with  a  higher  spring  popu- 
lation than  rows  with  more  mulch. 
Whether  this  difference  will  carry  into 
the  harvest  season  and  result  in  yield 
differences  is  uncertain.  However,  based 
on  research  and  some  observations  un- 
der actual  field  conditions,  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  mulch  cover  can, 
under  some  climatic  conditions,  reduce 
spring  stands.  With  a  wet  winter  season 
as  was  experienced  this  past  January 
and  February,  mulch  covers  can  keep  the 
row  wetter  than  normal.  This  can  cer- 
tainly effect  cane  germination  and 
growth.  Also,  mulch  in  the  middles  dur- 
ing these  wet  seasons  can  interfere  with 
early  cultivation.  Growers  should  be 
reminded  of  this  as  they  attempt  to  find 
ways  to  utilize  the  mulch  for  its  advan- 
tages while  minimizing  any  negative 
effects  of  the  cover. 

Seed  Cane  Questionnaire 

As  is  customary,  the  League  encour- 
ages all  growers  to  report  their  seed  cane 
acreage  from  the  1997  planting  season  to 
their  Farm  Service  Agency  representa- 


tive. In  fact,  rather  than  encouraging 
growers  to  report  we  should  actually  be 
scolding  those  few  growers  who  do  not 
report.  Every  year,  the  litany  of  reasons 
for  reporting  acreage  is  given  in  this  ar- 
ticle. It  should  be  very  clear  to  all  grow- 
ers that  an  accurate  assessment  of  the 
acreage  involved  in  seed  cane,  and  thus 
the  acreage  harvested  for  sugar,  is  an 
essential  figure  here  in  Louisiana,  as 
well  as  in  Washington.  Growers  in  each 
area  should  insist  that  their  fellow  in- 
dustry members  take  the  time  to  make 
sure  that  proper  acreage  figures  are  re- 
corded on  seed  cane  usage.  This  is  the 
only  way  the  industry  can  accurately 
measure  acres  harvested  for  sugar  and 
determine  the  actual  production  records 
for  any  one  year. 

TAKE   THE   TIME   TO   REPORT 
YOUR  SEED  CANE  ACREAGE. 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about... financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


<£> 


Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 

Please  send  me copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.88  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  per  book  ot  $12.00. 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 


Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.  s) 


Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bawl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237^8902 


HALF  PRICE 


For  Sale 

m*              M&        i              ssss: 

Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today. 

16 


THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Special  Session  Yields  Good  Results  For  Agricultural  Sugar 


The  Special  Session  that  recently 
ended  contained  two  bills  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  Sugar.  The  first 
bill,  SB  162  by  Senator  Don  Cravins  of 
Arnaudville,  dedicated  part  of  the  net 
taxable  proceeds  from  slot  machines  at 
horse  racetracks  to  agriculture.  The  bill 
was  amended  in  the  House  to  include  $8 
million  of  the  state's  proposed  slot  tax 
for  boll  weevil  eradication,  a  minimum 
of  $300,000  for  a  sugar  industry  study, 
and  approximately  $3  million  for  the 
development  of  railroad  infrastructure 
needed  for  the  transporting  of  sugar 
cane.  The  major  vote  will  not  take  place 
until  the  upcoming  legislative  fiscal  ses- 
sion. It  will  take  a  two-thirds  vote  in  the 
House  and  Senate  to  levy  the  actual  tax 
on  the  slot  machines  at  horse  racetracks. 
We  strongly  urge  everyone  in  the  sugar 
industry  to  contact  their  legislators  and 
stress  the  importance  of  this  issue.  We 
will  keep  League  members  informed  as 
this  issue  develops. 

The  second  bill  was  SB  156  by  Sena- 
tor Ewing  of  Ruston.  This  bill,  in  its 
original  form,  consolidated  provisions 
relative  to  litter  control,  increased  fines, 
and  provided  for  civil  penalties  for  cer- 
tain littering.  At  the  time  of  this  writing, 
this  bill  still  had  several  hurdles  to  clear 
before  becoming  law.  The  original  bill 
would  have  included  litter  from  agricul- 
ture operations.  Working  closely  with 
representatives  from  the  Farm  Bureau, 


we  successfully  amended  the  bill  to  ex- 
clude raw  agriculture  products  while 
being  transported  from  the  field  to  pro- 
cessing them  to  market.  This  will  only 
apply  if  reasonable  care  is  taken  to  pre- 
vent litter  or  trash  from  flying  off  of 
trucks. 

On  a  final  note  from  the  Special  Ses- 
sion, we  would  like  to  thank  the  many 
legislators  who  supported  us  in  success- 
fully amending  the  two  above-men- 
tioned bills.  Also,  I  would  like  to  thank 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  their 
hard  work  and  support.  More  impor- 
tantly, thanks  to  the  many  League  mem- 
bers who  contacted  their  legislators  for 
support.  You  really  make  a  difference! 

The  upcoming  fiscal  session  will  be 
extremely  active  for  the  sugar  industry. 
Not  only  will  we  be  working  on  the  tax 
for  slots  in  horse  racetracks,  but  we  face 
a  struggle  with  the  Department  of  Trans- 
portation and  Development  (DOTD).  As 
you  may  have  seen,  DOTD  Secretary 
Frank  Denton  has  targeted  the  sugar 
industry  for  road  deterioration.  Not  sur- 
prisingly, Secretary  Denton  has  an- 
nounced his  intentions  to  attempt  lower- 
ing our  current  100,000  pound  weight 
limit.  He  has  also  mentioned  his  desire 
to  raise  the  $100  truck  registration.  The 
League  is  taking  proactive  steps  to  ad- 
dress these  proposals.  Once  again,  we 
will  keep  League  members  informed  as 
this  issue  develops. 
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BUY  OR  LEASE  TODAY 


"he  New  Holland  8010  hign  clear- 
ance tractor  has  the  power  and  clear- 
ance you  need  to  work  in  valuable 
crops  without  damaging  them. 

The  big,  456  cubic  inch  New 
Holland  engine  delivers  96  PTO 
horsepower-  with  the  low-end  torque 
you  need  for  pulling  heavy  loads 
through  mud  or  sandy  soils.  Four 
wheel  drive  is  standard. 

Ample  crop  clearance  of  29  inches 
at  the  drawbar  eliminates  crop  dam- 
age. 


Two  transmissions  are  available:  a 
1 2x3  constant  mesh  that  includes 
creeper  gear  and  a  1 6x4 
DualPower™  with  creeper  available 
through  dealer  installation.  The 
DualPower  transmission  features  a 
power  shift  in  each  of  the  forward 
gears,  allowing  you  to  instantly 
decrease  ground  speed  and  increase 
torque  for  pulling  through  tough  spots. 

Put  a  New  Holland  "8010"  high  clear- 
ance tractor  to  work  in  your  fields. 
And  get  the  performance  you  need, 
with  a  tax  break  you  deserve. 


1210  St.  Charles  St. 

Houma,  La.  70360 
(504)  876-2280 
(800)  969-0068 


3811  Hwy.  90  East 
Broussard,  La 
(318)837-2763 
(800)  960-0067 


5810  Airline  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 
(504)355-7716 
(800)  960-0069 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR        SALE 

•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new 

3-row  with  off  bar  -  $3,000; 

style  air  -  $35,000,  or  will  swap 

Rotobec  Grab  adapted  for 

for  excavator.  Call  J.W.  Hurdle, 

billets  -  $4,000  Call  (504)  687- 

Jr.  at  (504)  749-2892. 

3683  or  (504)  687-6713. 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front 

•  Single-row  Broussard,  all 

wheel  drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty 

harvesting  updates,  excellent 

steel  bumper  with  box,  3640 

condition.  JD  engine,  alot  of 

hrs.,  -  $42,000;  1972  Thompson 

extra  parts,  call  (318)  229-8555. 

Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD 

engine  and  front  wheel  assist  - 

•  1990  Broussard  2-row  Cane 

$6,500;  1974  JD  4020  Loader 

Cutter,  excellent  condition,  field 

with  attachment  -  $6,000;  Davis 

ready -$95,000;  1976 

Cane  Carts  -  2  for  $5,000  and  2 

Broussard  Self-propelled 

for  $4,800;  3-row  Bottom  Plow 

Cane  Loader,  field  ready  - 

with  3  pt.  hitch  and  gauge 

$1 2,500;  Transloader  Cane 

wheels  -  $500;  6'  Case  End 

Wagons,  10  tons -$2,500 

Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts  only)- 

each;  8-row  JD  Flex  Hippers  - 

$100;  1990 Case/lnt'l  5120 

$5,500;  8-row  JD  Model  845 

Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $22,500. 

Folding  Cultivator  -  $1 ,000. 

Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (318) 

Call  Paul  Schexnayder  at  (504) 

365-0014. 

638-3002. 

•  Cross  Ties,  excellent  condition, 

•  4-10  ton  Cane  Carts,  built  in 

$4.00  each  or  older  crossties, 

1997;  Non-Dump  Prentis 

$1 .00  each.  Call  Jimmy  Jarreau 

Transloader  on  1977  GMC 

(504)625-2429  or  (504)637- 

6500  series  truck.  Call  (318) 

4873.  Excellent  for  fence  post. 

441-1986. 

•  4  Bayou  Service  Billet 

•  3  Automatic  Planting  Ma- 

Transloader Wagons,  10  ton 

chines,  rear  planting  -  $7,000 

capacity  -  $20,000  for  all.  Call 

each;  4  Davis  Billet  Wagons, 

(504)  638-7494  or  (504)  638- 

10  tons -$9,000  each.  Call 

6539. 

Chuck  Landry  at  (504)  545- 

2707  day  or  night. 

•  2  Thompson  4-row  Cultivators, 

$3,500  each;  1974  Thompson 

Classifieds,  continue  on  page  20 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


F  O  R        S  A  L  E 


•  Broussard  2-row  Cane  Har- 
vester Conversion  parts  for 
front  end  and  conveyor  system. 
Many  other  extra  parts  for  sale 
as  well.  All  fittings  and  shields 
will  go  with  parts.  (8)  M46 
Sunstrand  Motors  for  front 
end;  (8)  S07  Fairfield  Boxes  for 
front  end;  (8)  CA550  Sprockets 
with  hubs  (as  is);  (2)  M46 
Sunstrand  Motors  for  conveyor 
system;  (2)  S1C  Fairfield 
Boxes  for  conveyor;  (2)  #800 
Sticker  chain  sprockets  with 
hubs  for  conveyor  system  (as 
is);  (1)  23  Sunstrand  Pump 
with  P.O.R.  for  Propulsion;  (1) 
M46  Sunstrand  tandem  pump 
for  front  end  and  rear  conveyor 
system;  (2)  50  series 
Sunstrand  Motors  for  wheel 
drive;  (1)  2-row  Bottom  Blade 
System  with  motors  and  brack- 
ets (less  blades).  Call  Comb 
Farms,  Inc.  (Mike  or  James)  at 
(318)332-1970. 

•  1986  Broussard  Single-row 
Cane  Harvester;  LA  Cane 
Row-Cover;  LA  Cane  Row 
Opener.  Call  Eric  Poche  at 
(504)  562-3294  or  (504)  869- 
8777. 

•  1066  Int'l  Hi-Clear  with  cab; 
1466  Int'l  with  cab;   Broussard 
Cane  Loader,  chain  piler  and 
Backhoe;  3-Whole  Stalk 


Tandum  Wagons  with  spare 
wheels  and  hubs;  15'  Woods 
Shredder,  needs  new  deck  or  for 
parts;  250  gal.  Ammonia  Tank; 
Lilliston  set  of  Hoes;  Pumps  off 
of  American  Oil  Fertilizer  Ma- 
chine Truck  Rear  End  with  Tung 
used  to  move  tanks.  Call  Russell 
Judice  at  (318)  394-4727 

•  1983  Cameco  2-row  Cane 
Harvester  with  all  updates,  JD 
engine  -  $35,000;  4  Tandum 
Axle  Transloader  Wagons  - 

$2,500  each.  Call  (504)  473- 
1299  (day)  or  (504)  473-9544 
(night). 

•  5  Zeringue  Mechanical  Drum 
Planters;  2  3-row  Ferguson 
Tillers;  4  3-Compartment 
Transloader  Wagons  w/ 
Tandum;  4  2-Compartment 
Transloader  Wagons  w/Tan- 
dem.  Contact  Rocky  Ourso  at 
(504)  545-8338. 

•  Single-row  Broussard  Har- 
vester w/CAT  engine.  All  new 
updates  -  $25,000;  1086  Int'l  Hi- 
Crop  -  $7,000;  5  Tandum  Axle 
Transloader  Wagons  -  $3,500 
for  all.  Call  (504)  627-9577  and 
leave  a  message. 

•  8  Direct  Haul  Combine  Carts. 

All  new  tires.  Call  (504)  473- 
6575. 


20 


Commercial  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Hay  market  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

100-A  Wadsworth,  Maurice,  LA  70555 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Dravo  Lime  Company 
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Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
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9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
R  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108, 420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


Mastercraft  Fab,  Inc. 

4970  N.  Bayou  Black  Dr.,  Gibson,  LA  70356 

MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

17522  Sugar  Mill  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

108  Stonewall  Ave.,  Carencro,  LA  70520 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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Farm  Division 

Owned  and  Operated  by  Southern  Gentlemen 


Gentlemen, 

In  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  Cane  industry,  Bayou  Fabricators 
is  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  opened  a  new  Farm  Equipment  Division. 

We  are  currently  offering  cane  trailers  for  field  operations.  The  wagons 
will  have  the  automatic  hydraulic  dumping  features,  and  will  hold  up  to  10  Tons. 
We  also  offer  a  14  Ton  unit  which  will  be  available  on  a  special  order  basis. 

In  order  to  fulfill  the  needs  of  our  customers,  we  have  consulted  many 
farmers  and  engineers,  and  we  feel  we  have  the  best  designed  wagon  available.  In 
our  discussions  with  our  customers,  we  feel  that  we  have  eliminated  many  of  the 
problems  encountered  with  earlier  models. 

We  have  been  in  the  fabrication  business  for  over  20  years  and  will 
produce  a  wagon  that  will  provide  many  years  of  trouble  free  operation.  However, 
each  wagon  will  come  with  a  one  year  manufacturer's  warranty. 

Thank  You 


Customized  Metal  Fabrications 
65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764-  Office:  504-659-2427  ~  FAX  504-659-2858 


AUDUBON  SUGAR  INSTITUTE 
SHORT  COURSE  SCHEDULE  1998 


BAGASSE  BOILER  OPERATIONS  Instructor:  Dr.  Harold  Birkett 

September  2  and  3  -  Registration  Fee:  $  250* 

This  course  is  designed  for  foremen  and  engineers.  The  course  will  cover  the  factors  that 
effect  boiler  capacity,  efficiency  and  emissions.  Both  bagasse  burning  and  natural  gas 
burning  boilers  will  be  covered,  however,  bagasse  burning  boilers  will  be  emphasized. 

INTRODUCTORY  SUGAR  BOILING  Instructor:  Mr.  Ronnie  Champton 

September  8  through  11  -  Registration  Fee:  $  650* 

This  five  day  course  is  designed  for  the  student  with  no  (or  limited)  sugar  boiling  experience. 
Each  day  consists  of  one  hour  of  lecture  followed  by  sugar  boiling  in  our  15  gals  (pilot) 
sugar  pan.  (This  section  is  limited  to  6  students.  With  sufficient  interest  a  second  course  will 
be  held) 

BENCH  CHEMIST  Instructor:  Ms.  Jeanie  Stein 

September  8  through  11  -  Registration  Fee:  $  600* 

This  course  covers  sampling  and  analytical  techniques  used  in  raw  sugar  factories  including 
analysis  of  incoming  cane,  process  control  samples  and  raw  sugar.  Instrumental 
techniques,  instrument  calibration  and  maintenance  are  also  covered.  This  section  is  limited 
to  6  students. 

CHIEF  CHEMIST  Instructor:  Dr  Harold  Birkett 

September  14  through  17  -  Registration  Fee:  $  600* 

Instruction  in  this  course  centers  around  data  required  for  performing  daily,  weekly,  and  crop 
reports.  The  course  will  include  stocktaking  procedures  and  methods  of  checking  computer- 
generated  reports  against  theoretical  considerations.  Section  is  limited  to  6  students. 

TECHNOLOGY  OF  THE  RAW  SUGAR  FACTORY 

Instructors:  Drs.  Kampen,  Birkett,  Day,  Saska,  Martin,  Tan  and  Mr.  Champton 

September  21  through  25  -  Registration  Fee:  $  700* 

The  cane  crop,  harvesting,  mill  tandem,  sucrose  extraction,  liming,  clarification,  mud 
filtration,  evaporation,  sugar  boiling  scheme,  centrifugation,  crystallization,  molasses 
formation,  raw  sugar  quality  and  waste  treatment  will  be  discussed  and  basic  calculations 
made.  Sanitation,  microbiological  controls  and  value-added  products  will  be  covered. 
Reduction  of  (sucrose)  losses  during  processing  will  be  emphasized. 
The  ASI  equipment  may  be  used  to  demonstrate  important  examples. 

DEXTRAN  ANALYSIS  Instructor:  Dr.  Donal  F.  Day 

September  18  -  Registration  Fee:  $  150* 

This  course  is  an  introduction  to  analysis;  problems  and  approaches  for  determining 
dextran;  instrumentation  (hands  on)  with  explanation  of  limitations;  and  calculations. 
Students  will  learn  the  following  methods  (description  of  methodology  with  advantages  and 
disadvantages  will  be  taught);  (1)  Haze  (incl.  quick  test);  (2)  ASI;  (3)  Immunological  Test. 

*  Students  sponsored  by  a  Louisiana  Sugar  factory  receive  a  50%  tuition  discount 

WITH  SUFFICIENT  INTEREST,  SPECIAL  COURSES  CAN  BE  ARRANGED. 

FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  CALL  504-388-2211  or  FAX  504-388-2708  or 

Email  <wkampen@agctr.lsu.edu> 
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Wanted:  JD  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


S/WE 

50% 

a  More* 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy,  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


La  Cane 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MANUFACTURING,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  71  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  447-3771  •  Fax:  (504)  447-8404 

TIGER  —  2  Row  Chopper  Harvester 


Available  for  the  1998  Harvest 

Season 

Call  La  Cane  (Jim  Collinson  or 

Ken  Caillouet)  to  Schedule  a 

Video  Presentation  or  For 

More  Information 


FEATURES: 

•  2-Row  Cutting  at  Pour  Rates  of  200  to  300  Tons  Per  Hour 

•  Topping,  Stripping  and  Extracting  Leaves  Before  Chopping  and  Loading 

•  4  Wheel  Drive  (Rubber  Tires) 

•  Base  Cutting  Out  in  Front  of  Running  Gear  to  Help  Prevent  Mud  Induction 
While  Cutting  in  Wet  Conditions 

•  Excellent  Weight  Distribution,  Balance  and  Low  Ground  Baring  Pressure 

•  Green  Cane  Cutting  in  All  Conditions 

INCREASE  PROFITS  BY: 

•  Reduced  Operating  Costs 

•  Increased  Cutting  &  Loading  Rates 

•  Reduced  Labor  &  Fuel  Costs 

•  Reduced  Trash  &  Mud  in  Cane 

•  Reduced  Maintenance 
(Less  Equipment  8c  NO  TRACKS) 

•  Higher  C.R.S.  &  Higher  Tonnage 


UP        FRONT 


THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


A  Moment  to  Reflect 


As  I  author  this  Up  Front  With 
The  League  article,  it  is  early 
Sunday  morning  at  Lake  Verret. 
I  am  at  my  camp,  which  my  wife  in- 
formed me  that  we  haven't  been  to  since 
the  July  4th  weekend  of  last  year  (1997). 
I  keep  threatening  to  sell  the  camp  be- 
cause I  haven't  had  the  time  to  spend 
there  much  less  the  time  to  do  the  re- 
quired maintenance  and  repairs.  But, 
when  you  sit  down  on  the  front  deck  in 
the  early  morning  watching  the  fisher- 
men going  out  you  just  wonder  if  this 
one  weekend,  ever  be  it  so  short,  may 
not  be  worth  the  aggravation  of  not  hav- 
ing the  time  on  a  regular  basis.  One 
thing  is  for  certain,  with  my  daughter 
and  her  friends  still  sleeping,  as  well  as 
my  wife,  it  gives  me  some  time  to  do  my 
article.  For  I  know  that  if  I  show  up  in 
the  office  on  Monday  without  one, 
Nannette  will  not  be  very  happy.  To  say 
the  least! 

J.B.  Casimir  Graugnard 

This  past  weekend  (May  15th), 
Casimir  Graugnard  of  Caire  & 
Graugnard  in  Edgard  passed  away. 

I've  always  wished  to  have  the  pa- 
tience, the  gentility,  and  the  intellect  of 
someone  like  Mr.  Casimir.  Being  raised  a 
cajun  in  south  Louisiana,  I  came  to  the 
realization,  long  ago,  that  we  all  speak 
with  our  hands  flailing,  have  very  little 
patience  as  we  jump  up  to  react  to  some- 
thing that  we  don't  agree  with,  and  have 


to  go  to  our  world  globe  in  the  den  when 
the  news  reports  uprisings  in  Jakarta  so 
that  we  will  know  exactly  where  Jakarta 
might  be.  But,  for  Mr.  Casimir,  my  expe- 
rience found  a  man  who  was  calm,  po- 
lite, extremely  well  mannered  and  an 
intellect. 

Hardly,  your  typical  cajun.  As  men- 
tioned in  a  previous  article,  I  felt  that  we 
were  evolving  into  another  generation 
of  sugar  people  in  the  state.  With  the 
passing  of  Mr.  Casimir,  the  realization 
really  hits  home. 

Mexican  Situation 

With  the  debate  between  the  USTR 
(United  States  Trade  Representatives) 
and  that  of  the  Mexican  government 
over  high  fructose  corn  syrup  and  access 
for  additional  sugar  in  the  United  States, 
we  find  that  our  government  is  standing 
steadfastly  by  its  position.  The  USTR  is 
not  waivering  at  the  Mexican  threat  of  a 
WTO  challenge.  The  bottom  line  of  this 
issue  is  that  the  Mexican  sugar  industry, 
along  with  its  government,  is  attempt- 
ing to  make  the  American  sugar  farmer 
suffer  the  same  consequences  that  our 
industry  suffered  years  ago  when  high 
fructose  corn  syrup  took  over  as  "the" 
sweetener  of  America's  cold  drinks.  It  is 
not  often  that  I  can  say  that  our  govern- 
ment understands  or  that  they  are  sup- 
portive of  domestic  producers  but,  it  is 
nice  to  be  able  to  say  that  this  adminis- 
tration is  supportive  of  our  industry  in 


this  matter. 

Highway  Weights  and  Railroads 

At  this  writing,  the  reauthorization 
of  the  highway  transportation  bill  by  the 
Congress  is  still  tied  up  in  conference 
committee(s).  Our  attempts  to  get  the 
same  weights  on  the  interstate  that  are 
presently  held  by  all  other  growers  that 
haul  on  state  highways  is  still  in  limbo 
(purgatory  for  us  Catholics).  Congress- 
man Baker  continues  to  stand  firm  in  his 
attempts  to  ward  off  the  anti-trucking 
lobby  in  Washington  who  don't  under- 
stand the  need  by  our  industry,  and  par- 
ticularly by  those  growers  in  these  areas 
so  far  away  from  the  mills.  Additionally, 
they  don't  seem  to  have  any  compre- 
hension, even  though  we  have  at- 
tempted to  explain  it  to  them,  of  the 
need  to  have  a  window  of  opportunity 
for  these  guys  to  transport  adequate 
tonnage  while  we  attempt  to  get  the  rail- 
roads funded  for  infrastructure  im- 


provements. It  is  not  just  an  economic 
issue.  It  is  also  a  safety  issue  that  some  in 
Washington  don't  seem  to  understand. 

This  effort  is  ongoing  as  we  speak.  If 
we  are  not  successful  in  securing  fund- 
ing for  the  railroads  in  the  Louisiana  leg- 
islature this  year,  it  will  probably  be 
impossible  to  keep  these  short  line  rail- 
roads interested  in  hauling  sugarcane 
for  the  long  run.  The  long  and  short  of 
the  issue  is  that  it  is  in  our  industry's 
best  interest  to  get  as  much  cane  off  the 
highways  and  out  of  trucks  as  possible. 
The  only  option  is  railroads!  And,  unless 
it  is  profitable  for  them  to  haul  cane,  we 
will  continue  to  be  in  a  dilemma  over 
highway  weights,  particularly  on  feder- 
ally maintained  roads. 

While  the  initial  benefits  of  railed 
cane  weighs  heavy  for  mills  on  the 
Teche,  the  potential,  if  it  becomes  profit- 
able for  the  railroads,  of  hauling  cane  to 
the  mills  along  Bayou  Lafourche  and  the 
river  has  great  future  possibilities. 
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BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


^r 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 


High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 

Vernon  Manufacturing,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  2650  •  Parks,  IA  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 


"Follow  the  Leader" 

QUALITY  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 

Stay  on  the  cutting  edge! 
The  New  QUALITY  Hi  Dump  Cane  Wagon 

"New  features  offered  for  1998" 


The  Best  Keeps  Getting  Eetter!!! 


A  Lighter 

Billet  Cane  Trailer 

for 

1998 

Available  for 

use  on  existing 

dumping  stations 


Tony  Collinson 
Sales 


utfc^matian 
give  at,  a  call! 


(504)  447-4021 
(800)  447-8403 
(504)  447-4028-Fax 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
118  West  Main  Street 


Cane  Harvesting    \^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Dofialdsonvillc  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 
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WASHING 


DATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


May  Throughput  Well  Below  Trigger  -  Import  Tranche  Allocated 


Slightly  rising  stocks  have  been  off- 
set by  increasing  domestic  deliver- 
ies, resulting  in  a  14.2%  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  for  May,  according  to  the  latest 
World  Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand 
Estimates  (WASDE).  U.S.  Trade  Repre- 
sentative Charlene  Barshefsky  has  allo- 
cated an  import  tranche  of  220,462  short 
tons,  raw  value,  as  planned  under  the  FY 
1998  raw  cane  sugar  tariff-rate  quota 
(TRQ). 

Estimates  for  current  year  produc- 
tion are  relatively  unchanged  from  the 
April  WASDE  report.  Beet  production 
remained  at  4.225  million  tons,  while 
cane  production  rose  30,000  tons  to  3.630 
million  tons,  due  to  a  strong  finish  in 
Florida.  Improved  consumer  buying  in 
the  second  quarter  resulted  in  even 
higher  deliveries.  Projections  for  the 
next  fiscal  year  anticipate  a  one  percent 
increase  in  total  domestic  production. 
Beet  production  should  rise  125,000  tons 
to  4.35  million  tons,  while  cane  produc- 
tion should  fall  45,000  tons  to  3.585  mil- 
lion tons.  Greater  production  in  Louisi- 
ana is  expected  to  be  offset  by  lowered 
projections  for  Florida. 

The  May  tranche  concludes  the  FY 
1998  schedule  for  planned  import  allo- 
cations. A  total  of  1.734  million  tons  of 
imported  raw  sugar  have  been  allocated 
during  the  current  fiscal  year.  No  more 
allocations  are  expected  until  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  fiscal  year.  The  U.S. 


Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  is 
expected  to  announce  in  September  the 
FY  1999  TRQ.  Public  comments  should 
be  permitted  for  the  30  day  period  prior 
to  the  announcement.  No  indications 
have  been  given  for  the  size  of  the  FY 
1999  TRQ  or  for  the  method  of  its  alloca- 
tion. 

ISTEA  Conferees  Hammer  Away  at 
Transportation  Funding  Disputes 

For  almost  two  months,  House  and 
Senate  conferees  have  shuttled  in  and 
out  of  contentious  meetings  hoping  to 
reconcile  serious  disagreements  over  au- 
thorization of  the  six  year  transportation 
funding  bill,  known  as  ISTEA.  Al- 
though both  chambers  had  passed  their 
respective  versions  of  the  bill  by  early 
April,  significant  differences  over  fund- 
ing levels,  budgetary  treatment,  and 
policy  direction  threatened  to  push  final 
passage  past  May  1,  when  current  au- 
thorization expired.  Nearly  a  month 
after  this  deadline,  a  full  resolution  con- 
tinues to  elude  the  lawmakers.  Despite 
a  recent  agreement  on  a  total  funding 
level  of  $210  billion  over  six  years,  key 
House  and  Senate  conferees  still  face 
several  important  issues  that  have  yet  to 
be  resolved. 

Agreement  on  the  funding  level  has 
resolved  two  important  areas  of  dis- 
agreement. In  exchange  for  lowering 
total  funding  from  the  $218  billion 


amount  preferred  by  House  members, 
Senate  conferees  agreed  to  a  new  bud- 
getary mechanism  that " walls  off7'  trans- 
portation from  other  budget  matters  in 
order  to  guarantee  higher  spending  for 
highway  and  transit  projects.  Many 
hoped  that  agreement  on  the  funding 
level  would  lead  to  breakthroughs  on 
the  other  issues.  However,  problems 
remain  over  other  matters  including  the 
search  for  budgetary  offsets  and  pro- 
posed sanctions  against  states  that  do 
not  adopt  lower  blood  alcohol  laws. 
Looming  over  these  negotiations  is  the 
threat  of  a  veto  by  President  Clinton. 
White  House  officials  have  publicly  ex- 
pressed concern  that  the  funding  level  is 
still  too  high  and  that  unacceptable  off- 
sets would  be  used. 

Observers  now  worry  whether  con- 
ference work  can  be  finished  by  Memo- 
rial Day  recess.  If  not,  final  passage 
could  be  pushed  into  June,  crowding 
other  important  legislative  priorities  in- 
cluding the  thirteen  appropriation  bills. 
And  every  day  past  April  30  is  another 
day  states  go  without  federal  funding 
for  current  highway  and  transit  projects. 

Ag  Research  Bill  Clears  Senate 

The  Senate  has  overwhelmingly  ap- 
proved the  conference  report  of  a  mea- 
sure that  would  authorize  approxi- 
mately $600  million  for  agriculture  re- 
search, provide  $1  billion  for  the  federal 
crop  insurance  fund,  and  restore  $818 
million  worth  of  food  stamp  benefits  for 
legal  immigrants  that  were  eliminated 
under  the  1996  welfare  reform  legisla- 
tion. Senate  approval  came  shortly  after 
defeat  of  a  motion  by  Senator  Phil 
Gramm  (R-TX)  to  have  the  food  stamp 
provision  removed  from  the  conference 
report. 

In  addition  to  the  restoration  of  old 
food  stamp  benefits,  the  measure  would 
allow  funding  over  a  five  year  period  for 


agriculture  research  programs  involving 
food  safety,  alternative  uses  for  com- 
modities, and  nutrition.  It  also  seeks  to 
bridge  a  $1  billion  shortfall  in  the  federal 
crop  insurance  fund,  and  would  save  an 
estimated  $500  million  by  restructuring 
old  federal  insurance  program  accounts. 
The  conference  report  now  heads  for 
consideration  by  the  House.  A  report  on 
the  progress  of  this  measure  will  be  pro- 
vided in  next  month's  edition  of  the 
"Washington  Update." 


TRI- 

■STATE 

Delta  Chemicals 

Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 

Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (3 1 8)  367-8233 


LONGMAN  MACHINERY  CO. 

Retro  fits  of  old  3-row  choppers  to  a 
more  durable  and  trouble-free  design. 

Cane  planters  -  new.  Also  conversions 

of  old  rear  discharge  planters  to 

forward  discharge  units. 

Phone 
(318)  828-0946 

or 
(318)  923-4949 
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Switch  to  Hibemia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838. 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters.™ 

©  1998  Hibernia  National  Bank.  Member  FDIC.    www.hiberniabank.com 
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Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 
We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 
Tomorrow's  Success 


No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning  is 
the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why  the 
Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a  variety  of 
loan  options  for  your  long-term  credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 
^  Port  Allen  Opelousas         £& 

(504)  344-2691       (318)  942-1461 


LATMDBA-NK 


LENDER 

(E8holf  10/93) 


Special  End  of  Celebration  Prices 

on  Bicentennial  Limited  Edition  of  "From  The  Sugar  Bowl" 


copy  (copies)  of  the  From  The  Sugar  Bowl  cookbook.  Cost  per  copy  is  $8.48 
4       "~  "       "  *"        of  $12.00. 


Please  send  me 

plus  $  0.64  tax  (7.5%),  and  $2.38  for  shipping  and  handling  per  book  -  for  a  total  pe/book 

The  total  I  am  sending  for  my  complete  order  is 

Name 

Address 


Phone 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 
From  The  Sugar  Bowl  (Sorry,  no  C.O.D.'s) 


Mail  to: 

From  The  Sugar  Bowl 

107  Silverbell 
Lafayette,  LA  70508 
(318)  237-8902 


HALF  PRICE 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Contact  Committee  -  Crop  Report 
Atrazine  and  other  Environmental  Considerations 


This  year  the  annual  Contact  Com- 
mittee of  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  will  be  held  July 
8,1998  at  the  Howard  Johnson's  in 
Thibodaux  beginning  at  9:00am.  The 
theme  for  this  year's  meeting  will  again 
deal  with  cane  quality  along  with  issues 
affecting  combine  harvesting.  Although 
mechanization  and  cane  quality  have 
been  the  central  theme  for  the  last  two 
years,  it  will  be  repeated  again  this  year 
since  this  issue  is  so  important  to  the 
future  of  this  industry. 

The  final  agenda  has  not  been  set, 
but  plans  are  to  have  presentations  on 
billet  planting  and  the  handling  of  the 
trash  mulch  following  combine  harvest- 
ing. As  the  main  part  of  the  meeting, 
there  will  be  discussions  on  cane  quality 
as  affected  by  trash,  time,  and  other  fac- 
tors. This  will  lead  to  a  discussion  on 
appropriate  sampling  and  analytical 
procedures  to  most  accurately  predict 
the  sugar  content  of  cane  deliveries.  The 
core  sampler  and  the  laboratory  proce- 
dures are  most  important  to  the  issue  of 
predicting  the  true  sugar  content  of  de- 
livered cane. 

It  is  important  that  industry  mem- 
bers take  advantage  of  this  meeting  and 
inform  themselves  of  the  most  accurate 
procedures  that  are  available.  This  is  not 
a  combine  versus  whole  stalk  compari- 
son but  rather  an  accurate  determina- 
tion of  delivered  cane  quality  versus  a 
less  accurate  sampling  procedure.  The 


future  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
depends  upon  this  industry,  growers 
AND  processors,  using  the  most  profit- 
able practices  that  are  available.  This 
should  not  put  growers  and  processors 
at  odds  nor  should  it  pit  whole  stalk 
growers  against  combine  growers.  Sur- 
vival beyond  the  end  of  the  current 
Farm  Bill  dictates  that  this  industry  be  as 
competitive  as  possible  if  it  is  to  compete 
in  the  global  community.  Having  the 
most  accurate  cane  sampling  method  is 
part  of  that  overall  efficiency  and  insures 
that  productivity  does  not  overshadow 
profitability. 

Crop  Report 

The  crop  continues  to  progress  at  this 
time.  Excellent  field  work  has  been  ac- 
complished during  the  past  month. 
Most  of  April  was  very  dry  which  al- 
lowed for  good  cultivation,  fertilization 
and  herbicide  applications.  Heavy  rains 
fell  in  late  April  which  provided  the  crop 
with  adequate  moisture  content.  Early 
May  continues  with  mostly  dry  condi- 
tions which  are  good  for  tillering.  How- 
ever, night  temperatures  throughout 
April  and  early  May  have  been  some- 
what cool  which  have  slowed  any 
growth  potential.  Many  fields  of  LCP  85- 
384  need  little  tillering  at  this  time  since 
there  are  already  many  more  shoots  than 
will  survive  at  harvest  time.  However, 
other  varieties  still  need  some  tillering  to 
provide  for  maximum  stalk  popula- 
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tions.  Although  shoot  height  during 
May  is  somewhat  short  on  some  farms, 
spring  height  is  not  very  well  associated 
with  yield  since  growth  in  the  summer 
months  largely  determines  stalk  height. 
In  fact,  dry  springs,  while  causing  young 
cane  shoots  to  be  shorter  than  normal, 
cause  the  cane  stands  to  even  out  with 
secondary  and  tertiary  shoots  being  of 
approximately  the  same  height  as  pri- 
mary shoots.  This  often  makes  for  a 
more  uniform  stand  of  millable  stalks  at 
harvest  time. 

Atrazine  and  other  Environmental 
Considerations 

League  Agronomists  Windell  Jack- 
son and  Herman  Waguespack,  Jr.,  along 
with  this  author,  have  been  attending 
meetings  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  all 
the  many  environmental  factors  that  af- 
fect this  industry.  Atrazine  use  and  prob- 
lems associated  with  atrazine  in  the 
water  supply  have  been  reported  before 
in  this  column.  Several  meetings  re- 
cently have  pointed  out  the  seriousness 
of  the  situation  with  regard  to  the  atra- 
zine samples  found  in  certain  Iberville 
streams.  As  a  result,  Best  Management 
Practices  (BMPs)  have  been  recom- 
mended for  growers,  both  sugarcane 
and  corn  in  that  area  to  hopefully  reduce 
any  atrazine  run-off.  The  same  practices 
should  be  used  in  other  sensitive  areas 
around  the  belt  where  there  is  likelihood 
that  atrazine  can  easily  reach  certain 
waterways.  This  is  especially  true  if 
these  waterways  are  used  as  drinking 
water  sources.  Extensive  water  sam- 
pling is  now  being  undertaken  by  sev- 
eral agencies.  The  future  of  atrazine  us- 
age in  this  industry  may  very  well  de- 
pend upon  how  well  growers  do  in 
keeping  atrazine  out  of  public  water 
bodies.  This  is  a  very  serious  situation;  it 
is  currently  in  the  court  system  and  has 
been  reported  on  in  newspapers.  While 


there  is  currently  no  data  to  point  the 
finger  at  sugarcane  growers  as  the  "cul- 
prits" in  allowing  the  atrazine  to  reach 
the  streams,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  in  heavy  rain  conditions,  cane  fields 
may  allow  atrazine  to  run-off.  The  BMPs 
that  have  been  suggested  can  help  alle- 
viate this  problem.  But  we  need  for 
growers  to  adhere  to  them  as  strictly  as 
possible.  It  should  be  noted  that  any 
exceptions  to  these  BMPs  have  the  op- 
portunity to  force  all  growers  in  this  in- 
dustry to  lose  the  right  to  use  atrazine  or 
at  least  alter  its  current  use.  It  may  be 
that  inclement  weather  conditions  cause 
this  run-off  problem.  If  weather  is  the 
culprit  then  it  will  be  an  uncontrollable 
factor  that  causes  the  industry  a  prob- 
lem. However,  we  should  all  be  certain 
that  it  isn't  a  man-made  problem  which 
causes  us  to  lose  the  right  to  use  this 
most  important  herbicide  in  our  arsenal 
of  weapons  in  weed  control. 

Another  environmental  factor  re- 
cently addressed  is  hypoxia  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  This  issue  deals  with  the 
"dead  zone"  in  the  Gulf  which  is  caused 
by  nutrients  which  are  thought  to  come 
out  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  rob  the 
water  of  oxygen  thus  causing  an  area 
void  of  fish  and  other  organisms.  While 
this  may  be  the  real  cause,  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  is  not  a  contributor  to 
this  problem  since  very  little,  if  any, 
water  from  cane  fields  drains  into  the 
Mississippi.  Nearly  all  of  this  industry's 
run-off  moves  through  the  swamps  and 
marshes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  How- 
ever, hypoxia  is  a  critical  situation  and 
one  that  bears  watching.  Many  people 
who  are  not  involved  in  agriculture  do 
not  understand  drainage  patterns  and 
are  quick  to  blame  anyone  in  sight  for 
this  problem.  This  industry  needs  to  be 
certain  that  all  solutions  to  environmen- 
tal concerns  are  based  upon  sound  sci- 
entific facts  and  not  public  perception. 
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A  third  issue  recently  addressed  at 
meetings,  and  probably  the  most  seri- 
ous, has  been  that  of  sugarcane  burning. 
An  Agricultural  Air  Quality  Task  Force 
(AAQTF)  which  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Natural  Resource  and  Conserva- 
tion Service  (USDA/NRCS)  has  an  ag 
burning  sub-committee.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  this  committee,  recommen- 
dations were  made  which  will  soon  be- 
come official.  To  date,  the  committee  has 
taken  a  responsible  attitude  toward  the 
necessity  of  burning  certain  agricultural 
crops.  Sugarcane  is  one  of  those.  How- 
ever, this  industry  certainly  needs  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  activities  of  this  com- 
mittee as  they  have  the  authority  to  rec- 
ommend changes  to  current  policies  as- 
sociated with  air  quality. 

The  League's  Environmental  Com- 
mittee, chaired  by  Bobby  Judice,  has 
been  active  in  monitoring  these  issues. 
The  committee  plans  to  remain  active  in 
an  attempt  to  oversee  the  impact  of 
regulations  which  could  seriously  effect 
your  business. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  New  Double  Metered  Design  * 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

*  Stainless  Steel  Hoppers  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave. 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180 


GOODYEAR  RADIAL  NO-RISK  OFFER 

Buy  a  pair  of  Goodyear  Tractor  Radials  now.  If,  after  90  days 
from  the  day  of  mounting,  you  are  not  completely  satisfied 
with  the  performance  of  these  tires,  we  will  remove  them  and 
replace  them  with  new  Goodyear  bias  ply  tires  of  like  size 
and  ply  rating  and  will  credit  you  with  the  difference. 
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Just give  us  a  call 

for  tire  repak 
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7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1 269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 

Pager  -  (504)  435-4234 


ON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Slot  Bill  Moving  Through  Process 


At  the  time  of  this  article,  the 
House  of  Representatives  has 
approved  a  bill  aimed  at  allow- 
ing slot  machines  at  two  horse  racing 
tracks  located  in  St.  Landry  and  Bossier 
Parishes.  Authored  by  Representative 
Montgomery  of  Bossier  City,  HB  143 
establishes  a  15  percent  tax  on  slots  in 
race  tracks.  Like  other  taxes,  the  vote  re- 
quired a  two-thirds  approval,  or  70 
votes.  It  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  72-28. 
The  bill  now  goes  to  the  Senate  where  26 
votes  are  needed  for  approval.  This  will 
be  a  very  close  vote. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  articles, 
the  proposed  15  percent  tax  would  pro- 
vide an  estimated  $12  million  per  year 
for  agricultural  programs.  This  includes 
approximately  $8  million  for  the  devel- 
opment of  rail  spurs  to  transport  sugar 
cane  in  central  and  Southwest  Louisi- 
ana, a  critical  component  for  these  areas 
because  of  the  great  distance  between 
the  field  and  mill.  The  proposal  is  aimed 
at  assisting  the  industry  to  operate  in  a 
more  efficient,  cost-effective  manner. 

It  is  important  to  note  the  positive 
impact  this  has  on  both  the  state  and  tax- 
payers. The  development  of  transport- 
ing cane  by  rail  will  take  a  large  number 
of  trucks  off  of  the  roads,  therefore  de- 
creasing the  amount  of  money  needed 
for  road  repairs.  Additionally,  fewer 
trucks  should  result  in  safer  roads.  We 
urge  all  League  members  to  contact  their 


senators  to  convey  this  message  and 
urge  their  support  for  HB  143. 

We  want  to  thank  the  many  League 
members  who  came  to  the  Capitol  to 
support  the  bill.  We  also  want  to  thank 
the  League  members  who  contacted 
their  legislators  and  urged  their  support. 
Most  of  all,  many  thanks  to  the  represen- 
tatives who  voted  for  the  bill.  They  are 
as  follows: 

Reps.  Alario  (Westwego) 
A.  Alexander  (New  Orleans) 
R.  Alexander  (Jonesboro) 
Ansardi  (Kenner) 
Barton  (Bossier  City) 
Baylor  (Shreveport) 
Bowler  (Harahan) 
Bruce  (Mansfield) 
Bruneau  (New  Orleans) 
Chaisson  (Destrehan) 
Clarkson  (New  Orleans) 
Copelin  (New  Orleans) 
Curtis  (Alexandria) 
Damico  (Marrero) 
Daniel  (Baton  Rouge) 
Deville  (Ville  Platte) 
Dewitt  (Lecompte) 
Dupre  (Houma) 
Durand  (Parks) 
Farve  (New  Orleans) 
Faucheux  (LaPlace) 
Flavin  (Lake  Charles) 
Frith  (Abbeville) 
Fruge  (Eunice) 
Gautreaux  (Morgan  City) 
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Glover  (Shreveport) 
Green  (Marrero) 
Guillory  (Lake  Charles) 
Hammett  (Ferriday) 
Heaton  (New  Orleans) 
Hebert  (Jeanerette) 
Hill  (Dry  Creek) 
Holden  (Baton  Rouge) 
Hopkins  (Oil  City) 
Hudson  (Opelousas) 
Hunter  (Monroe) 
Johns  (Sulphur) 
Kenney  (Columbia) 
Lancaster  (Metairie) 
LeBlanc  (Lafayette) 
Martiny  (Metairie) 
McCain  (Plaquemine) 
McDonald  (Bastrop) 
Mitchell  (Shreveport) 
Montgomery  (Bossier  City) 
Morrell  (New  Orleans) 
Morrish  (Jennings) 
Murray  (New  Orleans) 
Odinet  (Arabi) 
Pierre  (Lafayette) 
Pinac  (Crowley) 
Powell  (Ponchatoula) 
Pratt  (New  Orleans) 
Quezaire  (Donaldsonville) 
Romero  (New  Iberia) 
Rousselle  (Belle  Chase) 
Salter  (Florien) 
Schwegmann  (New  Orleans) 
Shaw  (Shreveport) 
J.D.  Smith  (Franklin) 
J.R.  Smith  (Leesville) 
Theriot  (Lockport) 
Thomas  (Franklinton) 
Thompson  (Delhi) 
Thornhill  (Slidell) 
Travis  (Jackson) 
Triche  (Thibodaux) 
Waddell  (Shreveport) 
Warner  (Chalmette) 
Welch  (Baton  Rouge) 
Willard  (New  Orleans) 
Winston  (Covington) 


Seasonal  Permits 

Other  bills  of  initial  concern  were  HB 
148  and  HB  149  by  Representative  Shaw, 
which  increased  the  fee  for  seasonal  per- 
mits from  $100  to  $2000  per  permit  per 
year.  However,  (and  fortunately),  these 
bills  did  not  fit  the  requirements  for  the 
fiscal  session  and  were  ruled  "not  ger- 
mane Z'  Look  for  these  bills  to  be  reintro- 
duced next  year. 


For  Sale 


Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today. 
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Preventive  Maintenance 


Ditch  Banks 


•  2-3  %  solution  or  2-3  quarts  of  Roundup*  per  acre. 


Edging 
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2-3  %  solution  or  2-3  quarts  of  Roundup®  per  acre. 


(Drawings  by  Craig  Naquin) 
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Tillage  Plus  Roundup   on  Tallow 


,^; 


*©,3^ 


Ito 


Till  your  fields  2-3  times  per  summer,  let  grass  come  back  (approximately 

3-4  weeks  of  growth)  then  spray  3-4  quarts  of  Roundup®  per  acre  2-3  weeks 

before  planting.  (2  applications  of  Roundup®-  one  early  and  one  before  planting 

may  be  necessary  if  weather  doesn't  allow  for  tillage.) 

*  Note:  In  dry  years,  too  much  tillage  may  result  in  a  loss  of  soil  moisture. 


Roundup   Ready  Soybeans  on  Fallow 


Two  applications  of  Roundup®  at  1-1.5  quarts  per  acre  followed  by  1-1.5  quarts 

per  acre  plus  the  shading  of  the  soybeans  all  summer  provides  excellent 

Bermudagrass  management. 

(If  turning  beans  under,  remember  to  do  so  approximately  3-4  weeks  before 

planting  to  allow  soybeans  to  decompose  in  the  soil.) 
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Bermuda  Grass  Management  in  Tallow 

Although  there  is  nothing  100%  on  this  tough  grass  we  call  Bermuda, 

Roundup™  in  fallow  ground  is  the  best  answer  to  date.  It  could  possibly 

increase  your  yields  greatly  (see  charts  below). 

In  your  fallow  fields,  it  is  the  best  to  try  and  tackle  this  grass  head-on,  because 
once  it  gets  in  your  fields  there  are  not  many  options.  So  help  your  plant  cane 

off  to  a  clean  start 

Research  has  shown  that  Roundup™  can  greatly  decrease  the  amount  of 

Bermudagrass  in  your  plant  cane  fields 

(see  charts  below). 

There  are  two  methods  that  have  been  proven  to  be  very  effective  on  the 
management  of  Bermudagrass. 

First  and  most  common  method  is  Tillage  (chisel  plowing,  flush  plowing,  and 

deep  chopping)  plus  Roundup™.  Tillage  will  help  break  up  those  rhizome  in  to 

small  pieces  and  will  allow  your  Roundup™  to  work  a  little  easier. 

Bermudagrass  is  tough  and  it  will  take  a  high  rate  of  Roundup™  to  affect  it. 

About  3-4  qts.  per  acre  will  be  necessary  to  see  favorable  results. 

The  second  method  which  is  growing  very  rapidly  is  Roundup™  Ready  Soybeans 

on  Fallow  ground.  Whether  you  are  turning  the  soybeans  under  or  taking  them 

to  yield,  this  method  is  both  environmentally  friendly  and  effective  on  the 

management  of  this  grass. 


Plant-cane  response  to  fallow  application 
of  Roundup*  on  July  20 
(6  weeks  before  planting) 

Treatment 

Plant-cane  response  to  fallow 
treatments. 

WARF           %  BG             Yield 

3         6         9        Cover 

TC/A    Suk/A 

Till.        Till.        Till.           48 
*Till.      Till.       Till.            - 
Till.        Till.     R'up(2qts)    15 
Till.        Till.     R'up(3qts)    12 
R'up(3qts)    34 
R'up  f3qts")  R'up  (3qts)  14 

26.5      5,100 
27.7      5,400 
31.1      6,200 
30.5      6,000 
27.8      5,400 
32.7       6.400 

Weedy/no 
Roundup9 

Bermudagrass  cover             80 
(%)  in  December 

Stalk  Count  (#/acre)        22,800 

Stalk  Weight  (lb/stalk)       1.66 

CRS  (lb/ton)                       189 

Gross  cane  (tons/acre)        21.7 

Sugar  yield  (lb/acre)         4,100 

Roundup* 
2qts/acre 

30 

25,400 

2.17 
213 

28.8 
6,100 

Roundup* 
3  qts/acre 

15 

25,800 

2.07 

208 

30.2 

6,300 

*  Dalapon  applied  in  late  April  in 

plant-cane. 

^^^^Se^taUteM^. 

Data  courtesy  of  Dr.  Ed  Richard,  USDA,  Houma,  Louisiana,  Weed  Technology  1997,  Vol  11,  Pages  677-682 
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Yet  Another  Environmental  Tax  Increase 


A  frequent  focus  of  Environmen- 
tal Perspective  is  on  the  high 
and  increasing  environmental 
taxes  (fees)  assessed  by  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality 
(LDEQ).  Because  of  the  way  these  fees 
are  assessed,  the  cane  sugar  industry 
pays  a  high  cost  share  in  comparison  to 
larger  and  more  polluting  industries, 
while  polluting  motorists,  homes  and 
many  small  industries  pay  no  such  fees. 

Extravagant  tax  increases  were  im- 
posed by  LDEQ  with  such  frequency 
that  the  Louisiana  Legislature  recently 
limited  increases  to  the  amount  actually 
needed,  and  not  to  exceed  eight  percent 
per  year.  However,  LDEQ  and  environ- 
mentalists insist  there  is  always  an  abso- 
lute need  for  LDEQ  to  spend  more 
money,  especially  money  that  comes  out 
of  your  pocket  and  not  theirs. 

Not  surprisingly,  LDEQ  fees  (taxes) 
have  continued  to  increase  by  the  eight 
percent  per  year  limit,  even  though  in- 
flation has  been  much  less  than  eight 
percent  in  recent  years.  The  latest  eight 
percent  increase  was  in  Air  Quality  Pro- 
gram fees  for  the  purpose  of  implement- 
ing "Title  V"  activities  as  discussed  in 
the  February  1998  Sugar  Bulletin.  On 
February  20, 1998,  LDEQ  promulgated 
rules  raising  water  discharge  permitting 
fees  by  a  whopping  15  percent,  deftly 
avoiding  the  ceiling  by  declaring  only 
7.5  percent  of  the  increased  tax  to  be- 


come effective  July  1, 1998,  and  the  re- 
maining 7.5  percent  of  the  increase  on 
July  1, 1999.  The  net  effect  is  simply  that 
the  cost  of  operating  sugar  mills  is  going 
up  again,  and  profits  (if  any)  from  grow- 
ing sugar  cane  will  therefore  be  going 
down. 

The  stated  purpose  of  this  upcoming 
fee  increase  is  to  "fully  implement  state 
and  federal  mandates  regarding  devel- 
oping Total  Maximum  Daily  Loads 
(TMDLs)."  The  increased  fees  are  ex- 
pected to  raise  an  additional  $1,728,000 
per  year  and  fund  36  additional  employ- 
ees at  the  LDEQ  Office  of  Water  Quality 
Resources. 

The  TMDL  program  to  be  so  richly 
funded  is  mostly  a  new  name  for  and 
reorganization  and  expansion  of  an  old 
USEPA  initiative  intended  to  cause 
stream  water  quality  standards  to  be  met 
by  allocating  (usually  cutting  back)  pol- 
lution discharges  sufficiently,  on  a 
stream  by  stream  basis,  to  cause  stream 
water  quality  standards  to  be  met  and 
maintained  henceforth.  The  failure  of 
previous  programs  to  resolve  EPA  de- 
clared water  quality  problems  in  many 
coastal  Louisiana  streams  was  meeting 
EPA's  demand  that  stream  water  quality 
standards  for  dissolved  oxygen  be  set  at 
levels  which  are  not  now  and  never  were 
achievable.  Mother  Nature  simply  will 
not  do  as  EPA  orders. 

Unachievable  stream  standards  have 
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caused  serious  problems  for  some  sugar 
mills.  The  problem  is  sugar  mills  dis- 
charging waters  to  such  streams  have 
been  required,  at  great  expense,  to  pro- 
vide sufficient  treatment  so  that  dis- 
charge water  is  of  better  quality  than  the 
stream  standards  call  for.  Thus,  these 
discharges  improve  rather  than  degrade 
stream  water  quality.  Sugar  mills  ought 
to  be  paid  for  improving  stream  water 
quality  rather  than  paying  increased 
discharge  permit  fees  for  yet  another 
bureaucratic  exercise  intended  to  deal 
with  problems  caused  by  discharges 
from  other  industrial  plants  and  munici- 
palities. 

Farmers  in  the  coastal  vicinity  have 
more  to  fear  from  the  TMDL  program 
than  sugar  mills.  Where  there  is  no  in- 
dustrial or  municipal  discharge  for  envi- 
ronmentalists to  blame  for  a  stream  not 
meeting  their  cherished  but  unattain- 
able standards,  it  will  not  be  Mother 
Nature  that  is  blamed. 
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A  Report  on  the  1997 
Outfield  Variety  Tests 


by  Kenneth  L.  Quebedeaux. 
LAES-Research  Associate 

Donnie  D.  Garrison, 
USDA-ARS.  SHRC  Agronomist 

Windell  R.  Jackson  & 

Herman  L.  Waguespack.  Jr., 

ASCL  Agronomists 
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his  report  has  been  written  to  in- 
form the  Louisiana  sugarcane  in- 
dustry of  the  agronomic  perfor- 
mance of  varieties  harvested  in  the  1997 
outfield  variety  tests.  These  tests,  con- 
ducted during  the  last  three  years  of  the 
12-year  multistage  Louisiana  sugarcane 
variety  development  program,  compose 
the  final  stage  of  testing  experimental 
varieties  for  their  potential  commercial 
production.  These  tests  are  coopera- 
tively conducted  at  11  commercial  loca- 
tions throughout  the  Louisiana  sugar- 
cane belt  by  the  Louisiana  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  of  the  Louisiana 
State  University  Agricultural  Center 
(LAES),  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  -  Agricultural  Research  Ser- 
vice (USDA-ARS)  and  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  (ASCL)1. 

Soil  type,  growing  region,  planting 
date  and  harvest  date  of  each  outfield 
test  is  presented  in  Table  1.  In  1997,  26 
outfield  tests  (11  locations  throughout 
the  sugarcane  belt)  were  mechanically 
harvested  with  conventional  two-row, 
whole-stalk  harvesters.  Additional  in- 
formation on  the  procedures  used  for 


data  collection  and  preparation  are 
given  in  the  publications  listed  at  the 
end  of  this  report. 

Yield  data  for  all  locations  within  a 
soil  type  and  crop  are  presented  in 
Tables  2  and  3.  In  addition  to  the  normal 
plant  cane  through  second  stubble  data, 
two  third  stubble  tests  are  reported. 
These  tables  show  data  for  sugar  per 
acre,  tons  of  cane  per  acre,  sugar  per  ton 
of  cane,  stalk  population  and  stalk 
weight.  Statistical  analyses  of  the  data 
were  used  to  determine  if  means  within 
each  yield  grouping  were  significantly 
different.  Since  CP70-321  occupied  the 
largest  percentage  of  the  industry's  acre- 
age in  1997,  it  is  used  as  a  standard  and 
is  highlighted  in  each  yield  table  for  ease 
of  comparison.  It  should  be  noted  that 
although  the  results  are  presented  by 
soil  type,  statistical  analyses  of  past  out- 
field data  suggest  that  the  relative  yields 
of  current  varieties  are  not  affected  by 
soil  type. 

Of  the  unreleased  varieties,  on  light 
soil,  only  HoCP  92-624  yielded  signifi- 
cantly more  sugar  per  acre  than  CP70- 
321  in  plantcane.  HoCP  91-555  yielded 
significantly  more  sugar  per  acre  in  first 
stubble,  on  heavy  soil,  than  the  standard 
variety  CP70-321  and  appears  to  be  well 
suited  to  whole  stalk  harvesting  because 
of  its  erectness.  No  unreleased  variety 
yielded  significantly  less  sugar  per  acre 
than  CP  70-321. 

Of  the  commercial  varieties,  on  light 
soil,  CP  65-357  yielded  significantly  less 


1  Researchers  who  conduct  the  outfield  testing  program  express  their  appreciation  to  growers  for 
participating  in  this  stage  of  the  variety  development  program. 
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sugar  per  acre  than  CP  70-321  in  second 
stubble,  but  LCP  85-384  yielded  signifi- 
cantly more  sugar  per  acre  than  the  stan- 
dard in  all  crops.  On  heavy  soil,  LCP  82- 
089  and  LCP  85-384  yielded  significantly 
more  first  stubble  sugar  per  acre  than  CP 
70-321. 

The  varieties  LHo83-153  and 
HoCP85-845  yielded  significantly  less 
sugar  per  ton  than  CP70-321  in  many 
cases.  The  ability  of  LCP85-384  to  pro- 
duce high  cane  yields,  especially  in 
stubble  crops,  is  evident. 

References: 

1.  Fanguy,  HP  and  D.D.  Garrison.  1982. 


Sugarcane  variety  testing  in  Louisiana. 
Proc.  Inter-American  Sugar  Cane  Seminar 
111:135-138. 

2.  Legendre,  B.L.  and  M.T.  Henderson. 
1972.  History  and  development  of  sugar 
yield  calculations.  Proc.  ASSCT  2(NS):10- 
18. 

3.  Waguespack,  H.L.,  W.R.  Jackson,  D.D. 
Garrison  and  K.L.  Quebedeaux.  1997.  A 
Report  of  the  1996  Outfield  Variety  Tests. 
Sugar  Bull.  75(9):16-19.  Table  1.  Dates 
of  planting,  dates  of  harvest,  soil  types  and 
region  for  11  outfield  locations  during  1997 
in  the  plantcane,  first  stubble,  second  stubble 
crops. 


Table  1.  Dates  of  planting,  dates  of  harvest,  soil 

types  and  region 

for  11  outfield 

locations  during  1997 

1  in  plantcane,  first  stubble,  second  stubble,  third  stubble  crops. 

CROP  YEAR 

Plantcane 

First  Stubble 

Second  Stubble 

Third  Stubble 

Location 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted 

Harvest 

Planted    Harvest 

1996 

1997 

1995 

1997 

1994 

1997 

1993          1997 

Light  soil 

B.  Secour1 

9/24 

12/02 

9/20 

11/17 

9/13 

11/17 

— 

Georgia2 

10/24 

11/13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glenwood2 

9/18 

11/21 

9/19 

11/10 

9/28 

10/20 

— 

Lanaux1 

10/01 

12/03 

9/22 

11/24 

9/22 

10/23 

— 

Raceland2 

— 

— 

9/12 

11/04 

10/04 

11/04 

— 

R.  Hebert3 

9/20 

12/04 

9/13 

12/04 

9/26 

10/15 

9/17          10/15 

St.  John3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9/20 

10/16 

9/08          10/16 

Heavy  soil 

Allain3 

— 

— 

9/14 

11/25 

9/30 

10/16 

— 

Magnolia2 

10/16 

11/18 

9/01 

10/21 

9/27 

10/21 



Oaklawn3 

— 

— 

9/06 

10/22 

— 

— 

— 

Palo  Alto1 

9/26 

11/19 

9/08 

10/09 

— 

— 

—             — 

Regions 

1  =  Mississippi  River  area 

2  =  Bayou  Lafourche  area 

3  =  Bayou  Teche  area 

24 


Table  2. 

Combined  analy 

sis  of  all  locations  of  the 

outfield  tests  on 

light  soil  during  1997. 

Variety 

Sugar/A                Tons/A 

Sugar/T 

Population 

St.  Wt. 

Plantcane  crop  at  five  locations 

CP70-321 

8358 

33.0 

252 

22614 

2.98 

CP72-370 

8568 

33.7 

256 

23717 

2.89 

CP79-318 

8563 

34.4 

250 

21513 

3.24+ 

LCP82-89 

8608 

35.2 

244 

25142+ 

2.83 

LHo83-153 

8942 

36.0+ 

248 

28202+ 

2.59-          ! 

LCP85-384 

9841+ 

38.1+ 

257 

29690+ 

2.59-         ! 

HoCP85-845 

8794 

37.7+ 

233- 

27084+ 

2.80 

HoCP91-555 

8716 

34.1 

253 

25544+ 

2.70- 

HoCP92-618 

8790 

34.6 

253 

24595 

2.83 

HoCP92-624 

9970+ 

38.5+ 

259 

27011+ 

2.90 

HoCP92-648 

8477 

33.0 

256 

23686 

2.80 

MSD005 

682 

2.9 

9 

2272 

0.21 

First  stubble  crop  at  five  locations 

CP65-357 

8482 

32.7 

259 

25727+ 

2.57- 

CP70-321 

8305 

31.4 

264 

22489 

2.78 

CP72-370 

8175 

30.6 

267 

24674 

2.51- 

LCP82-89 

8337 

32.6 

256 

27195+ 

2.42- 

LHo83-153 

8307 

32.9 

252 

27709+ 

2.40-          i 

LCP85-384 

9573+ 

35.9+ 

267 

33275+ 

2.20-          I 

HoCP85-845 

8401 

33.6 

249- 

27683+ 

2.47-          j 

HoCP91-555 

8979 

33.6 

266 

29783+ 

2.27-          ! 

MSD005 

795 

2.8 

14 

3122 

0.15 

Second  stubble 

crop  at  six  locations 

CP65-357 

5106- 

22.1 

228- 

20713 

2.14 

CP70-321 

6060 

24.1 

253 

21783 

2.21 

CP72-370 

5762 

23.3 

244 

21023 

2.21 

LHo83-153 

6381 

27.7 

228- 

28243+ 

1.99- 

LCP85-384 

8222+ 

33.0+ 

249 

38541+ 

1.72- 

HoCP85-845 

6724 

28.8+ 

233- 

27839+ 

2.05- 

MSD005 

870 

3.8 

14 

3825 

0.16 

Third  stubble  crop  at  two  locations 

CP65-357 

4551 

17.5 

269 

19233 

1.82 

CP70-321 

5471 

18.7 

292 

19207 

1.95 

CP72-370 

4191 

15.1 

278 

18691 

1.62 

LHo83-153 

6597 

24.8 

267 

32426+ 

1.57 

LCP85-384 

6827 

25.9 

263 

38410+ 

1.35- 

HoCP85-845 

6341 

22.9 

277 

25017 

1.86 

LCP86-454 

4762 

17.0 

282 

16958 

2.02 

MSDa05 

2387 

9.8 

NS 

7139 

0.43 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP70-321, 

respectively. 
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Table  3. 

Combined  analysis  of  all  locations  of  the  outfield  tests  on  heavy  soil  during  1997. 

Variety 

Sugar/A 

Tons/A 

Sugar/T 

Population 

St.  Wt. 

Plantcane  crop 

at  two  locations 

CP70-321 

8078 

30.0 

270 

22849 

2.68 

CP72-370 

8552 

32.4 

265 

25288 

2.60 

CP79-318 

8204 

32.7 

252 

21670 

3.03          | 

LCP82-89 

8714 

33.7 

260 

24220 

2.80 

LHo83-153 

7115 

31.1 

229- 

27674 

2.28- 

LCP85-384 

9339 

37.0+ 

253 

33478+ 

2.23- 

HoCP85-845 

9020 

36.8+ 

246- 

28969+ 

2.58 

HoCP91-555 

9050 

34.4 

265 

28608 

2.45 

HoCP92-618 

8684 

31.7 

274 

24466 

2.65 

HoCP92-624 

9099 

36.7+ 

249- 

25602 

2.88 

HoCP92-648 

8768 

31.9 

277 

24863 

2.65 

MSD005 

1755 

5.7 

20 

6068 

0.4 

First  stubble  crop  at  four  locations 

CP65-357 

6736 

25.8 

261- 

22569 

2.31 

CP70-321 

6497 

23.4 

278 

20701 

2.26 

CP72-370 

6662 

24.9 

268 

22933 

2.18 

LCP82-89 

7829+ 

29.0+ 

271 

28519+ 

2.05- 

LHo83-153 

6586 

26.7+ 

246- 

26657+ 

2.01- 

LCP85-384 

8487+ 

32.2+ 

265 

35363+ 

1.80- 

HoCP85-845 

6874 

27.1+ 

254- 

25130+ 

2.14 

HoCP91-555 

7873+ 

28.9+ 

273 

30752+ 

1.89- 

MSDa05 

850 

3 

17 

2608 

0.16 

Second  stubble  crop  at  two  locations 

CP65-357 

6017 

23.6 

252 

22714 

2.10 

CP70-321 

5780 

21.4 

270 

21652 

1.97 

CP72-370 

5620 

20.9 

266 

21970 

1.92 

LHo83-153 

5769 

23.5 

249- 

25657 

1.85 

LCP85-384 

6750 

26.0 

263 

34689 

1.56 

HoCP85-845 

6576 

23.8 

271 

26440 

1.80 

MSD005 

NS 

NA 

19 

11867 

0.49 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which  are  statistically  higher  or  lower  than  CP70-321,  respectively. 
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I             CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR.       SALE 

*  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new 

*      Single-row      Broussard, 

style  air  -  $35,000.  Call  J.W. 

double  front  ends  &  scrolls, 

Hurdle,  Jr.  at  (504)  749-2892. 

JD  engine,  pulling  wheel, 

shredder  topper,  no  leaks, 

extra  hyd.  pumps  &  motors. 

*  1991  Case/Int'l  7130,  with 

Excellent    condition.    Call 

front    wheel    drive,    PTO, 

(318)  229-8555. 

heavy  duty  steel  bumper 

with  box,  3640  hrs.,  -  $42,000; 

1972  Thompson  Cane  Cut- 

ter with  large  JD  engine  and 

*   8   Direct   Haul   Combine 

front  wheel  assist  -  $6,500; 

Carts.  All  new  tires.  Call  (504) 

1974  JD  4020  Loader  with 

473-6575. 

attachment  -  $6,000;  Davis 

Cane  Carts  -  2  for  $5,000  and 

2  for  $4,800;  3-row  Bottom 

Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch  and 

*  Broussard  Single-row  with 

gauge  wheels  -  $500;  6'  Case 

CAT  motor  -  $7,000;  2  -  3688 

End    Row    Flat    Chopper 

Hi-Clearance  Int'l  Tractors  - 

(parts  only)-  $100;  1990  Case/ 

$3,500  each.  Call  (504)  265- 

Int'l  5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs. 

4078. 

-     $22,500.     Call     Randy 

Gonsoulin  at  (318)  365-0014. 

*  3  Automatic  Cane  Planters,  4' 

*  Single-row  Broussard  Har- 

drum type,  field  ready  - 

vester  w/CAT  engine.  All 

$7,500  each.   Call  Ronald 

new  updates  -  $25,000;  1086 

Hebert,  Jr.  at  (318)  276-9598 

Int'l  Hi-Crop  -  $7,000;  5 

(day)    or    (318)    276-4821 

Tandum  Axle  Transloader 

(night). 

Wagons  -  $3,500  for  all.  Call 

(504)  627-9577  and  leave  a 

message. 
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Commercial  Members 

OF  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

100- A  Wadsworth,  Maurice,  LA  70555 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  National  Bank  of  Lafayette 

P.  O.  Box  90F,  Lafayette,  LA  70509-7001 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

17522  Sugar  Mill  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

108  Stonewall  Ave.,  Carencro,  LA  70520 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southern  Agribusiness  Association 

5560  Frontage  Road,  1-55  South,  Suite  B, 
Jackson,  MS  39212 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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Dean  Gravois,  Vacherie,  La. 

George  "Scrap"  Hymel,  Gramercy,  La. 

Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  La. 

Buckley  Kessler,  White  Castle,  La. 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  III,  St.  Martinville,  La. 

A.  J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  La. 

D.  C.  Mattingly  Paincourtville,  La. 

Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Michael  G.  Melancon,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 

Daniel  Naquin,  Thibodaux,  La. 


Anthony  Parris,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Rivers  Patout,  Jeanerette,  La. 
William  S.  Patout  III,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche,  Brusly,  La. 
Glynn  Rivet,  Rosedale,  La. 
R.  L.  "Bobby"  Roane,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  La. 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  La. 
Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Jackie  Theriot,  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  La. 
William  Vallot,  Abbeville,  La. 
Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  La. 
Kirk  Walker,  Welsh,  La. 
Gerald  E.  Wood,  St.  James,  La. 


To  Stop  Wopkin 


6  Cylinder  GENESIS  diesel 

210  hp 

Warranty: 

•  No  Deductible 

•  3,000  Hours 

•  3  Years 


1210  ST.  CHARLES  STREET 
HOUMA,  LA 

504-876-2280 

1-800-969-0068 


5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 
BATON  ROUGE,  LA 

504-355-7716 

1-800-960-0069 


3811  HWY  90  EAST 
BROUSSARD,  LA 

318-837-2763 

1-800-960-0067 


Your  Trust  Is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution 

is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified 

and  dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 
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Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


First  South  PCA 
A 

Agricultural  Lender 


Give  us  a  call! 


RONT        WITH        THE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


EACUE 


House  Bill  143  Creates  Many  Highs  and  Lows 


During  the  past  several  weeks  I 
have  experienced  some  per- 
sonal highs  and  lows  directly 
related  to  the  industry  and  my  involve- 
ment with  House  Bill  143.  This  bill  was 
given  the  moniker  of  " slots  at  the  track" 
by  the  news  media.  The  evolution  of  the 
sugar  industry  attempting  to  find  fund- 
ing for  short  line  railroad(s)  at  the  state 
level,  so  that  cane  may  be  transported  by 
rail,  began  with  a  visit  between  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture  Bob  Odom, 
Governor  Mike  Foster,  Bud  Courson 
and  me.  The  initial  conversations  were 
about  an  industry  study.  After  that  con- 
versation was  finished,  the  Commis- 
sioner brought  up  the  subject  of  boll 
weevils  and  railroading  cane.  The  bot- 
tom line,  there  were  no  uncommitted 
funds  available  for  any  of  our  requests. 
However,  the  Governor  advised  us  that 
he  would  support  our  effort,  to  what- 
ever extent  possible,  should  we  find  a 
stream  of  revenue  that  was  untapped. 
Little  did  he  know  that  the  only  place 
any  uncommitted  funding  existed  was 
in  the  " slots  at  the  track"  bill  that  was  to 
begin  a  rocky  journey  thought  the  legis- 
lative process  in  the  next  several  days 
following  this  meeting.  Please  remem- 
ber that  none  of  us  (the  Commissioner, 
et  al)  were  thrilled  to  be  involved  with 


legislation  that  was  touted  as  being  pro 
gambling.  I  must  point  out  that  HB  143 
was  construed  to  be  a  gambling  bill, 
when  in  actuality  it  was  the  mechanism 
to  impose  the  taxes  on  the  revenue  flow 
from  these  machines.  Additionally,  the 
people  in  the  parishes  affected  (Bossier 
and  St.  Landry)  had  voted  in  the  state- 
wide "local  option"  referendum  to  allow 
gaming  and  horse  racing  in  their  respec- 
tive parishes.  So,  if  these  people  wanted 
these  machines,  and  the  legislature 
would  set  the  tax  rate  on  them,  then  why 
shouldn't  the  cotton  and  sugar  indus- 
tries utilize  the  revenue  for  needed  infra- 
structure and  boll  weevil  eradication. 
THERE  WERE,  ACCORDING  TO  THE 
GOVERNOR  AND  LEGISLATORS,  NO 
AVAILABLE  FUNDS  ELSEWHERE  IN 
THE  BUDGET!  There  was  never  a  time 
during  the  succeeding  weeks  that  I 
didn't  wish  for  there  to  be  another 
source  of  money  available.  Commis- 
sioner Odom  felt  the  same.  But,  the  com- 
mitments had  been  made  to  not  only  the 
respective  industries  (sugar  and  cotton), 
but  also  to  the  legislative  supporters  of 
the  bill,  the  horsemen  whose  livelihood 
depended  upon  this  legislation  passing, 
and  last,  but  not  least,  the  citizens  of 
Bossier  and  St.  Landry  who  had  fol- 
lowed the  dictates  of  the  law  that  al- 


lowed  them  the  opportunity  to  decide 
for  themselves  what  they  wanted  in 
their  parishes. 

The  reason  for  attempting  to  rail 
cane  lies  in  several  well  founded  facts. 

1.  The  League  was  successful  in  getting 
federal  legislation  passed  that  will  al- 
low for  100,000  pounds  GVW  on  the 
interstates  in  Louisiana.  However, 
this  provision  of  law  will  expire  in 
2003.  At  that  time,  Central  Louisiana 
cane  growers  and  Southwest  Louisi- 
ana cane  growers  will  more  than 
likely  have  to  revert  to  hauling  83,300 
pounds  GVW.  We  were  presented 
with  a  window  of  opportunity  to  at- 
tempt to  get  the  short-line  railroads  in 
the  cane-hauling  business  or  realize 
that  we  have  done  nothing  for  those 
affected  growers  for  the  "long  run". 
Central  Louisiana  is  presently  pro- 
ducing one  million  tons  of  cane,  with 
anticipation  of  producing  more.  The 
Southwest  Louisiana  area  is  gearing 
up  to  develop  at  least  100,000  acres  of 
cane,  which  equates  to  at  least  three 
(3)  million  tons  of  cane  in  the  not  to, 
distant  future.  There  could,  and  prob- 
ably will,  be  no  less  than  four  (4)  mil- 
lion tons  of  new  cane  being  produced 
in  Louisiana  by  the  end  of  the  present 
farm  bill. 

2.  The  safety  aspects  of  hauling  another 

3-4  million  tons  of  cane  on  the  state's 
roadways,  particularly  through  the 
city  of  Lafayette,  is  scarey.  An  addi- 
tional four  (4)million  tons  of  cane 
means  no  less  than  133,000  truckloads 
of  cane  per  grinding  season  traveling 
on  1-49  and  1-10,  not  to  mention  the 
addition  of  these  trucks  to  the  present 
congested  traffic  on  Evangeline  Thru- 
way  in  the  heart  of  Lafayette  and 
down  Highway  90.  This  will  mean  a 
"new"  truck  every  2-3  seconds  of 


every  harvest  day,  in  addition  to  what 
is  already  passing  through  this  city. 

3.  The  state  has  also  calculated  that  the 
additional  loads  of  cane  (calculated  at 
83,300  GVW)  would  cause  approxi- 
mately $25  million  worth  of  damage 
to  the  roadway  in  five  (5)  years.  If  the 
department  opted  to  repair  and  re- 
place the  roadway  to  accommodate 
the  100,000  pounds  GVW,  it  would 
cost  double.  $50,000,000.  The  life  ex- 
pectancy of  the  affected  roadway 
would  then  be  10  years,  at  which  time 
it  would  cost  another  $50,000,000  to 
repair  the  road.  Actually,  it  would 
cost  more  due  to  inflation  of  construc- 
tion cost  during  the  time  mentioned. 
Thus,  if  the  state  would  spend  $8 
million  or  more  on  short-haul  rail- 
roads for  hauling  cane,  it  could  save 
the  state  an  estimated  $100  million  in 
10  years. 

HB 143  was  introduced  in  the  House, 
as  all  taxing  legislation  should  be.  It  was 
passed  out  of  committee  and  subse- 
quently passed  out  of  the  House  by 
more  than  the  required  two- third  (2/3) 
vote.  Then  the  bill  entered  the  Senate 
where  an  anti-gambling  group  lay  wait- 
ing for  its  arrival.  When  I  served  in  the 
legislature,  there  were  bills  like  HB  143 
that  no  one  really  wanted  to  have  to  take 
a  vote  on.  But,  legislators  are  elected 
with  the  expectation  that  they  will  vote. 
If  the  leadership  had  problems  with  the 
legislation,  a  meeting  was  usually  called 
to  discuss  alternatives  available.  The 
conferees  would  always  include  all  of 
the  affected  parties.  This  never  hap- 
pened. Instead,  the  bill  was  manipulated 
throughout  the  committee  process  and 
at  two  points  in  that  process  the  rail 
money  appeared  to  have  disappeared 
from  the  package.  Because  Commis- 
sioner Odom  and  I  were  ever  attentive 


to  what  was  occurring,  the  bill  reached 
the  floor  with  the  money(s)  needed  for 
cotton  and  sugar.  That  is  when  the  "fun" 
really  began.  There  were  several  amend- 
ments that  sought  money  from  other 
sources,  usually  money  already  dedi- 
cated or  constitutionallym  protected. 
The  bill  was  scheduled  and  rescheduled 
several  times.  Commissioner  Odom,  the 
cotton  growers,  and  I  continued  to  meet 
with  those  legislators  who  were  trying 
to  help  us  to  make  sure  we  weren't  left  at 
the  station  when  this  train  did  pull  out. 
During  the  entire  time,  I  made  it  immi- 
nently clear  to  those  who  would  listen 
that  the  entire  $8  million  was  necessary 
if  the  two  short-line  railroads  were  to  be 
able  to  rail  cane  in  the  future.  Any  lesser 
amount  could  jeopardize  the  entire 
project  as  well  as  enhance  the  perception 
that  this  was  not  an  industry  effort.  This 
perception,  I  do  fear,  might  become,  in 
some  minds,  a  reality. 

I  guess  the  bottom  line  is  that  some- 
one intervened  in  the  process  and  ad- 
vised the  legislators  that  $3  million  was 
an  adequate  amount.  NOT  ME!  I  guess  I 
should  be  happy  that  there  will  be  some 
money  available  to  do  some  of  the 
project(s).  Whose  money  was  taken  to 
find  the  project?  I  don't  know.  But  it 
wasn't  slots.  And,  hopefully,  L  &  D  Rail- 
road will  make  a  success  story  of  haul- 
ing cane  from  southwest  Louisiana  this 
year,  and  maybe  we  will  get  another  in- 
jection of  money  from  the  state  next 
year.  Maybe  the  Bunkie  area  cane  will 
eventually  get  to  rail;  and  maybe  some 
legislators  won't  think  I  was  lying  about 
the  amount  of  money  needed,  particu- 
larly in  light  of  the  fact  that  someone  else 
who  was  asked  said  "we"  could  live 
with  almost  one-third  of  what  was 
needed.  Maybe  I  didn't  lose  credibility 
with  legislators  over  what  I  had  told 
them  was  needed.  But,  that  is  an  awful 
lot  of  maybes  and  I  have  never  operated 


like  that.  There  is  only  one  thing  that 
legislators  base  their  faith  and  support 
on  in  a  person,  those  people's  honesty 
and  integrity.  If  you  lose  that,  you  just  as 
well  go  home.  It  doesn't  reflect  well  for 
me  or  the  industry  if  it  is  felt  that  I  had 
not  been  totally  honest  with  all  of  the 
legislators  throughout  the  process. 

On  another  note,  I  do  want  you  to 
know  that  I  have  gained  even  more  re- 
spect for  Commissioner  Odom  and  Bud 
Courson.  Being  in  politics  assures  the 
Commissioner  that  some  people  may 
never  like  or  appreciate  his  work.  But  I, 
for  one,  feel  even  more  strongly  that  his 
heart  is  in  the  right  place  and  he  does 
stand  up  for  agriculture;  not  only  on  the 
state  level,  but  also  in  Washington. 
Thanks  Bob  and  Bud.  Additionally,  Sean 
Prados  of  Spradley  &  Spradley,  the 
League's  Baton  Rouge  government  rela- 
tion people,  was  ever  present  and  will- 
ing to  do  what  was  asked  of  him.  Sean, 
under  the  tutelage  of  Tom  and  Linda  is 
becoming  more  effective  with  each  ses- 
sion he  works.  Thanks  Linda,  Tom  and 
Sean.  Last,  but  not  least  are  the  legisla- 
tors who  voted  with  us  and  helped 
through  the  process.  Many  thanks  to 
you,  also. 

Now,  on  to  the  next  items  on  Sugar's 
agenda.  Fending  off  Rep.  Miller  of 
Florida  and  Senator  Brownback  of  Kan- 
sas in  Washington,  putting  on  a  "suc- 
cessful" fund  raiser  for  Rep.  Bob 
Livingston  in  July,  attempting  to  be  at 
the  LSU  Ag  Extension  field  days  over 
the  next  several  weeks, 
securing  the  transfer  of  the  Houma 
sugar  cane  research  station  which  has 
been  ongoing  for  over  two  years,  trying 
to  wrap  up  the  DOL  prevailing  wage 
dilemma,  a  couple  of  environmental  is- 
sues here  and  there,  an  industry  study... 
For  some  reason  I  never  seem  to  lack  for 
something  to  do  around  the  League's 
office!  See  you  next  month... I  hope! 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Miller-Schumer  Introduce  Bill  to  Scale  Back  Sugar  Program 


Once  again,  Representatives  Dan 
Miller  (R-FL)  and  Charles 
Schumer  (D-NY)  have  joined  to- 
gether to  introduce  legislation  that 
would  erode  federal  support  for  sugar 
farmers  and  processors.  The  bill  seeks  to 
reduce  the  loan  rate  for  both  cane  and 
beet  producers.  The  loan  rate  would 
drop  from  18  cents  to  17  cents  per  pound 
for  sugar  cane,  and  from  22.9  cents  to 
21.9  cents  per  pound  for  sugar  beets. 

The  legislation  was  offered  in  the 
days  leading  up  to  a  scheduled  House 
subcommittee  mark-up  of  the  FY  1999 
Agriculture  Appropriations  bill.  How- 
ever, no  attempt  was  made  to  amend  the 
appropriations  bill  with  language  con- 
cerning the  sugar  program  during  sub- 
committee consideration.  Mark-up  by 
the  full  House  Appropriations  Commit- 
tee, chaired  by  Representative  Bob 
Livingston  (R-LA),  is  expected  on  June 
16,  only  a  few  days  away  as  of  this  writ- 
ing. Rep.  Miller's  office  has  publicly  in- 
dicated that  he  is  waiting  for  the  Agri- 
culture Appropriations  bill  to  reach  the 
House  floor  before  he  will  offer  an 
amendment  regarding  sugar. 

In  the  budget-conscious  atmosphere 
of  the  105th  Congress,  any  legislation 
that  causes  a  loss  of  revenue  to  the  fed- 


eral government  must  be  offset  by 
recoupment  of  an  equal  amount  of  funds 
somewhere  else  in  the  federal  govern- 
ment. In  other  words,  at  a  minimum, 
legislation  must  be  revenue-neutral. 
There  are  reports  that  the  Congressional 
Budget  Office  has  scored  the  current 
Miller-Schumer  language  as  resulting  in 
a  net  loss  to  the  federal  government  of 
roughly  $2  million,  since  marketing  as- 
sessments would  be  lowered  as  the  loan 
rate  was  lowered.  To  avoid  this  problem, 
Reps.  Miller  and  Schumer  are  reportedly 
amending  their  language  to  impose  a 
fixed  marketing  assessment,  freezing  it 
at  1998  levels,  so  that  it  does  not  decline 
with  the  loan  rate. 

No  legislation  has  yet  been  intro- 
duced in  the  Senate  concerning  the  sugar 
program.  The  Senate  Agriculture  Appro- 
priations bill  has  already  been  marked 
up  at  both  the  subcommittee  and  full 
committee  levels,  and  awaits  consider- 
ation on  the  Senate  floor.  It  is  uncertain, 
however,  when  this  will  happen,  as  de- 
lays with  other  appropriations  bills  may 
slow  the  process. 

This  year's  version  of  the  Miller- 
Schumer  bill  marks  the  third  consecutive 
year  that  the  two  lawmakers  have  col- 
laborated to  attack  the  sugar  program. 


offering  non-recourse  loans  to  sugar 
farmers.  That  amendment  was  defeated 
by  a  253-175  vote  margin.  In  1996,  Reps. 
Miller  and  Schumer  attempted  to  phase 
out  the  sugar  program  over  a  five  year 
period,  but  that  effort  failed  by  a  217-208 
margin. 

An  update  on  developments  with 
the  Miller-Schumer  legislation,  and  on 
the  status  of  the  FY  1999  Agriculture 
Appropriations  bill  will  be  provided  in 
the  next  edition  of  the  "Washington  Re- 
port." 

Appropriators  Seek  to  Renew 
Funding  for  ARS  Laboratory  at 
Houma. 

Funding  for  the  USDA  Agriculture 
Research  Station  Laboratory  in  Houma 
Louisiana  has  been  maintained  at  FY' 
1998  levels  in  both  the  House  and  Senate 
versions  of  the  FY  1999  Agriculture  Ap- 
propriations legislation.  As  discussed 
above,  the  House  version  has  been 
marked  up  by  the  House  Agriculture 
Appropriations  Subcommittee,  and 
awaits  mark  up  in  the  full  committee. 
The  Senate  bill  has  been  approved  by  the 
full  Senate  Appropriations  Committee, 
and  awaits  consideration  on  the  Senate 
floor.  An  update  on  the  progress  of  the 
Houma  funding  through  the  appropria- 
tions process  will  be  included  in  the  next 
edition  of  the  "Washington  Report,"  as 
well. 

Production  Estimates  Unchanged  in 
JuneWASDE 

The  USDA  has  released  its  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Esti- 
mates ( WASDE)  for  June,  and  reports  no 
change  from  last  month  in  FY  1998/99 
estimated  sugar  production,  which  is 
projected  at  7.935  million  short  tons,  raw 
value.  Total  use  is  also  unchanged  at 
10.225  million  tons.  U.S.  Trade  Repre- 


sentative Charlene  Barshefsky  allocated 
a  total  of  1.734  million  short  tons,  raw 
value,  during  FY  1998.  The  USDA  will 
announce  in  September  the  size  of  the 
FY  1999  Tariff-Rate  Quota  for  sugar. 

Congress  Passes  Ag  Research  and 
Highway  Bills 

Two  major  bills  that  have  occupied 
congressional  attention  for  the  past  few 
months,  and  that  we  have  been  follow- 
ing in  this  column,  have  finally  passed. 
The  House  recently  approved  the  con- 
ference report  of  a  measure  authorizing 
$600  million  in  agriculture  research,  $1 
billion  for  the  federal  crop  insurance 
fund,  and  $818  million  for  the  restora- 
tion of  food  stamps  for  legal  immi- 
grants. The  measure  has  been  submitted 
to  the  White  House  for  the  president's 
signature. 

President  Clinton  has  already  signed 
into  law  the  six  year  highway  authoriza- 
tion bill,  known  as  ISTEA.  The  new  law 
authorizes  $216  billion  for  highway  con- 
struction and  rail  transit  projects.  Law- 
makers are  discussing  the  need  for  a 
separate  technical  corrections  bill  to  ad- 
dress various  inadvertent  errors  in  the 
legislation,  though  it  has  stalled  in  the 
Senate. 

Nevertheless,  President  Clinton 
signed  the  final  authorization  bill,  as 
passed  by  the  House  and  Senate,  includ- 
ing the  apparent  errors,  without  men- 
tioning the  technical  corrections  bill. 
Senate  Majority  Leader  has  said  that  he 
would  like  to  hold  a  simple  voice  vote 
on  the  corrections  measure.  Addition- 
ally, language  was  included  that  would 
provide  for  100,000  pounds  GVW  on 
interstate  highways  in  Louisiana.  This 
will  provide  that  growers  in  all  areas  of 
the  cane  belt  can  haul  the  same  weights. 
This  language,  at  present,  is  good  for  six 
years  (2003). 


WEED   CONTROL  AT  PLANTING 

Get  an  Early  Jump  on  Itchgrass  and  Other  Tough 
Weeds  with  PROWL  Herbicide. 

Growers  are  planting  sugarcane  earlier  than  ever.  This  can  allow  weeds  to 
germinate  and  establish  if  fields  are  left  untreated  at  the  time  of  planting.  Since 
itchgrass  is  an  annual  grass,  it  can  be  eliminated  from  your  sugarcane 
fields  if  you  can  stop  it  from  producing  seed.  For  best  results  treat  your  fields 
with  PROWL  at  planting,  in  the  spring,  and  again  at  layby. 

Use  PROWL  as  the  base  for  your  grass  weed  control  program  to  control  itchgrass, 
seedling  johnsongrass,  browntop  panicum,  and  annual  grass. 


Planted  Sugarcane  Fields: 

Preemergence  Chemical  Options: 

-  Rate/Acre  36  Inch  Band  - 

Herbicide 

Light 

Medium  -  Heavy 

Tank  Mixes 

Soil 

Soils 

(Itchgrass,  Seedling  Johnsongrass,  Browntop  Panicum,  AnnualGrasses,  Morningglory,  Wintergrass 

and  Winter  Broadleaves.) 

1. 

PROWL 

2qts. 

2  qts. 

+Sinbar 

%lb. 

Va  lb. 

2. 

PROWL 

2qts. 

2  qts. 

+Lexone/Sencor 

3/4  lb. 

3/Ub. 

3. 

PROWL 

2qts. 

2  qts. 

+Atrazine 

2qts. 

2  qts. 

(Browntop  Panicum,  Seedling  Johnsongrass, 

Annual  Grasses,  Morningglory,  Wintergrass  and 

Winter  Broadleaves.) 

1. 

PROWL 

1.5  qts. 

1.5  qts. 

+Sinbar 

%lb. 

3/4lb. 

2. 

PROWL 

1.5  qts. 

1.5  qts. 

+Lexone/Sencor 

%  lb. 

3/4lb. 

3. 

PROWL 

1.5  qts. 

1.5  qts. 

+Atrazine 

2  qts. 

2  qts. 

Sencor  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Bayer  Corporation. 
Sinbar  and  Lexone  are  registered  trademarks  of  Du  Pont 


Prowl  should  be 
the  tank  mix 
partner  for  grass  in 
your  sugarcane 
weed  control 
program. 
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Marc  A.   Grabert 
Sales  Representative 
Office:  (504)  927-9331 
Pager:  (504)  352-5709 


*  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions 
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Thimet  20G  for  Wireworms  at  Planting 
Protect  Your  Planting  Investment! 

Use  Thimet  20G  soil  insecticide  as  a  Wireworm  preventive 

because  once  you  have  a  problem  there  is  no  cure! 

Planting  is  one  of  the  most  critical  times  in  your  sugarcane  operation. 

This  stand  of  cane  will  be  with  you  for  the  next  3-4  years. 


Tvc  used  THIMET  for  the  past  3  years.  I  see  a  better 

stand  of  cane  with  Thimet,  and  I  get  a  better  yield.  It 

helps  to  control  wireworms.'' 

Pat  Accardo,  Franklin,  LA 

Awarded  Master  Sugarcane  Farmer  of  St  Mary 

Parish  in  1997  with  6,722.1  pounds  of  sugar  per 

acre  on  1,126  acres. 


Charles  G.  Landry 

Charles  G.  Landry  and  Sons  Farm 

46  year  sugarcane  grower 

Uses    Prowl   &  Thimet   20G    in    1,900   acre 

sugarcane  operation. 

4  out  of  5  time  winner  of  the  West  Baton  Rouge 

Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award. 

Bayou  Goula,  LA 


■■i 


Chad  G.  Hanks 

Advanced  Agriculture,  Inc. 

Uses    Prowl   &   Thimet   20G    in   3,000   acre 

sugarcane  operation. 

Lake  Charles,  LA 


"We  get  increased  yields  due  to  using  Thimet  20G. 
We  never  thought  we  had  a  wireworm  problem  until 
we  did  a  check!  We  now  use  Thimet  20G  on  all  our 
plant  cane  and  it  has  a  tremendous  effect  on  our 
yields." 
Kerry  Freyou 
Freyou  Brothers,  Inc. 
New  Iberia,  LA 


For  questions,  contact  American  Cyanamicb 
Marc  A.  Grabert 
(504)  927-9331 

*  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions 


> 

-=^ 

I] 

^ra 

Lock'n  Load 
Close  Handling  System 


TRI-STATS 

Delta  Chemicals 


Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (3 1 8)  367-8233 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 


Patent  No.  5,469,791 


*  New  Double  Metered  Design  * 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

*  Stainless  Steel  Hoppers  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave. 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)942-8180 


GOODYEAR  RADIAL  NO-RISK  OFFER 

Buy  a  pair  of  Goodyear  Tractor  Radials  now.  If,  after  90  days 
from  the  day  of  mounting,  you  are  not  completely  satisfied 
with  the  performance  of  these  tires,  we  will  remove  them  and 
replace  them  with  new  Goodyear  bias  ply  tires  of  like  size 
and  ply  rating  and  will  credit  you  with  the  difference. 


nthefieki- 
Just  give  us  a  call 

fortirempair 
or  replacement 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 

Pager  -  (504)  435-4234 


10 


FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Rjchard 


Varieties  to  Plant  --  Clean  Seed  --  Hot  and  Dry  Weather 
Margaret  Clarke 


Every  year,  the  Louisiana  Coopera- 
tive Extension  Service  publishes 
what  we  commonly  call  "the  vari- 
ety recommendations,,.  This  booklet 
contains  all  of  the  necessary  information 
concerning  which  varieties  to  plant, 
planting  rates  and  dates,  planting  meth- 
ods, fall  fertilization,  fall  weed  control, 
succession  planting  and  other  assorted 
info  concerning  the  variety  situation. 
The  information  contained  in  this  book- 
let is  assembled  by  the  Extension  Service 
from  data  provided  by  scientists  at  LSU, 
USDA  and  the  League.  It  is  the  best 
source  of  scientific  information  that  you 
can  use  to  determine  the  future  of  the 
varietal  make-up  on  your  farm.  Your 
local  county  agent  should  have  copies  of 
this  booklet  available  soon. 

With  regard  to  the  varieties  that  are 
recommended  for  planting  in  1998,  there 
is  a  major  change  from  prior  years.  After 
nearly  25  years  as  a  recommended  vari- 
ety, CP  65-357  has  been  dropped  from 
the  recommended  list.  While  none  of  the 
scientists  that  work  in  variety  develop- 
ment took  pride  in  removing  the  "old 
man"  from  the  list,  there  comes  a  time 
when  things  must  change.  Data  from 
variety  tests  and  observations  from 
throughout  the  industry,  indicated  that 
it  was  finally  time  to  remove  this  variety 
from  the  recommended  list.  This  variety 
probably  made  more  money  for  this  in- 


dustry than  other  single  variety  in  the 
history  of  the  modern  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  and  due  credit  should  be  given 
to  the  scientists  who  helped  to  develop 
the  variety.  Many  a  grower  owes  his 
good  fortune  of  today  to  the  success  that 
CP  65-357  brought  to  his  farm.  In  its 
heyday,  CP  65-357  occupied  over  60%  of 
the  acreage  in  Louisiana  and  remained 
over  25%  for  more  than  a  decade.  No 
other  variety  in  modern  history  has  sur- 
passed these  records.  But,  the  industry 
needs  to  move  on  and  remain  globally 
efficient  and  so  changes  in  varieties  need 
to  happen.  Of  course,  all  growers  are 
now  focusing  on  the  yields  of  LCP  85- 
384  and  trying  to  guess  whether  it  will 
be  as  successful  as  CP  65-357  when  we 
look  back  some  20  years  from  now. 

There  are  only  a  few  other,  mostly 
minor,  changes  to  the  variety  recom- 
mendations for  1998.  The  most  impor- 
tant of  these  is  the  movement  of  CP72- 
370  from  major  to  minor  status.  This 
variety  has  remained  constant  at  about 
10  %  of  the  acreage  for  some  years  now. 
All  growers  should  secure  a  copy  of 
these  recommendations  and  keep  them 
handy.  Although  growers  should  have  a 
variety  plan  made  long  before  the  plant- 
ing season  begins,  weather  changes  can 
alter  the  "game  plan"  and  the  variety 
recommendations  booklet  can  be  quite 
handy  in  making  last  minute  changes. 
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As  we  have  done  for  the  past  few  years, 
the  League  has  prepared  a  quick  refer- 
ence sheet  for  variety  comparisons  and 
will  distribute  this  at  field  days  in  which 
a  presentation  is  made.  As  part  of  next 
month's  article,  the  "best  use  guide"  for 
variety  adaptation  shown  on  the  quick 
reference  guide  will  be  printed. 

Clean  seed 

As  part  of  this  issue  of  the  Sugar 
Bulletin,  there  are  two  articles  concern- 
ing heat  treating  and  clean  seed  usage. 
One  of  these  articles  deals  with  the 
spread  of  RSD  infection  down  the  row 
from  infected  plants.  The  data  demon- 
strates just  how  quickly  the  bacteria  can 
spread  when  the  harvester  bottom  blade 
moves  through  infected  stalks  and  then 
into  un-infected  stools.  It  also  shows 
how  rapidly  RSD  spreads  when  these 
newly  infected  stalks  are  then  planted  to 
other  fields.  The  importance  of  good 
hygiene  as  part  of  an  overall  clean  seed 
program  has  often  been  stated.  This  be- 
comes obvious  from  the  data  presented 
here.  All  growers  should  take  the  time  to 
read  and  understand  the  data  that  is 
presented  here.  It  is  very  important  if 
this  industry  is  to  understand  how  to 
reduce  the  impact  of  this  most  damag- 
ing disease. 

The  second  article  deals  with  the 
RSD  testing  service  that  LSU  now  offers. 
There  is  data  presented  which  compares 
the  samples  that  were  sent  in  to  the  labo- 
ratory from  growers  around  the  state 
during  the  past  year.  This  laboratory  is 
being  partly  funded  by  League  dues 
collected  from  the  industry.  Although 
the  sampling  procedures  are  not  yet  ac- 
curate enough  for  use  prior  to  planting, 
it  is  useful  to  check  the  effectiveness  of 
the  clean  seed  program  by  sampling 
later  in  the  season.  While  this  isn't  as 
appealing  as  checking  seed  cane  fields 
prior  to  planting,  it  can  provide  a  picture 


of  how  well  you  are  doing  at  controlling 
RSD  in  commercial  fields.  This  can  indi- 
cate just  how  well  your  clean  seed  pro- 
gram is  working  and  perhaps  where 
improvements  are  needed.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  all  growers  recognize  the  tools 
that  are  available  to  them  in  controlling 
this  most  damaging  disease.  There  are 
also  comparisons  made  between  sources 
of  clean  seed  that  hopefully  will  be  fur- 
ther substantiated  in  years  to  come. 
Growers  should  do  all  they  can  to  insure 
that  RSD  does  not  have  the  opportunity 
to  cause  a  yield  loss. 

Hot  and  dry  weather 

April,  May  and  now  early  June  have 
been  hot  and  dry.  While  cane  height  in 
April  and  May  are  generally  not  impor- 
tant, all  of  the  good  that  can  come  from 
a  dry  spring  have  normally  been  real- 
ized by  the  time  June  arrives.  This  is  true 
again  this  year.  Most  fields,  especially 
stubble  of  LCP  85-384  needed  little 
tillering.  Some  plant  cane  of  this  variety 
and  many  fields  of  other  varieties  were 
helped  by  the  dry  weather  and  now 
have  adequate  population  as  the  growth 
period  begins.  However,  there  are  some 
fields  that  are  now  starting  to  show 
negative  effects  of  the  prolonged  dry 
weather.  These  are  primarily  in  black 
land  or  in  soils  that  easily  show  stress. 
Most  agree  that  if  rain  falls  soon,  the 
industry  can  quickly  make  up  any  lost 
growth  and  there  are  still  good  pros- 
pects for  an  above  average  crop.  How- 
ever, if  rain  does  not  fall  in  the  next  few 
days,  valuable  growth  days  will  be  lost 
and  the  crop  will  surely  suffer  as  a  result. 
Also,  as  a  result  of  the  prolonged  dry 
weather,  many  fields  are  getting  grassy 
since  herbicides  are  ineffective  or  less 
effective  in  these  conditions.  The  effects 
of  this  prolonged  dry  spell  will  probably 
not  be  fully  realized  until  the  crop  is 
harvested  and  compared  to  its  potential. 
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Margaret  Clarke 

Margaret  Clarke,  Managing  Director 
of  the  Sugar  Processing  Research  Insti- 
tute (SPRI)  in  New  Orleans,  died  Thurs- 
day, June  18, 1998.  Dr.  Clarke,  who  was 
internationally  respected  for  her  knowl- 
edge in  sugar  processing  and  refining 
died  of  cancer  in  Stockholm,  Sweden  at 
the  age  of  56.  She  was  born  in  Northern 
Ireland  but  lived  in  the  New  Orleans 
area  for  more  than  30  years.  Her  degrees 
were  from  University  of  Western 
Ontario,  Loyola  University,  and  Tulane 
University  with  a  doctorate  in  physical 
organic  chemistry  and  a  master's  degree 
in  business  administration. 

Prior  to  her  taking  over  leadership  of 
SPRI,  she  worked  as  a  research  chemist 
for  the  same  facility.  She  authored  more 
than  200  scientific  papers,  book  chap- 
ters, reviews  and  encyclopedia  articles. 
Dr.  Clarke  received  numerous  awards 
during  her  career,  including  the  Honor- 
ary Crystal  Award  from  the  Sugar  In- 
dustry Technologists  and  was  the  first 
woman  and  youngest  person  to  receive 
the  Dyer  Memorial  Award.  As  Manag- 
ing Director  of  SPRI,  she  organized  nu- 
merous workshops  and  participated  in 
many  meetings  throughout  the  sugar 
world.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Per  Garegg,  a  professor  of  organic  chem- 
istry at  the  University  of  Stockholm  and 
her  mother  and  three  brothers. 

Margaret  Clarke  was  a  true  friend  of 


sugar  people  throughout  the  world  and 
was  well  known  in  the  Louisiana  indus- 
try. The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
has  most  recently  become  a  member  of 
the  SPRI  organization  and  her  leader- 
ship of  that  group  exemplified  her  devo- 
tion to  sugar.  She  will  be  sadly  missed, 
not  only  as  an  internationally  recog- 
nized sugar  technologist,  but  also  by  her 
many  friends  here  in  Louisiana.  Our 
deepest  sympathy  is  extended  to  her 
husband  and  family. 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about. .  .financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


ts 


Wanted:  p  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  Ly  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  jeanerette,  La. 
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Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838. 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters™ 

1998  Hibernia  National  Bank.  Member  FDIC.    www.hiberniabank.com 
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ATTENTION 


Dear  Growers, 


Due  to  the  extreme  dry  conditions  we  have  been  experiencing  the 
past  few  months,  our  fallow  ground  is  losing  moisture  rapidly. 
With  only  a  month  and  a  half  to  the  planting  season,  do  yourself 
and  your  plant  cane  a  favor.  Allow  the  moisture  to  set  in  by 
spraying  Roundup®  on  your  fallow  ground  approximately  two 
weeks  before  planting. 

With  up  to  95%  of  the  plant  cane  area  already  up  in  rows  and  all 
the  land  preparation  already  done,  there  is  really  no  reason  to  work 
it  anymore.  To  insure  a  clean  and  moist  seed  bed  for  planting 
apply  2-4  quarts  per  acre. 

Benefits:       Can  allow  for  earlier  planting 
Moist  Seed  Bed 
Rhizome  Johnsongrass  Control 
Bermudagrasss  Suppression 
Easy  on  Equipment 
Less  Manpower,  Fuel,  etc. 

Best  of  Luck  this  year  in  the  planting  and  harvest  season. 

Sincerely, 

Ken  Naquin 

Local  Market  Manager 

Monsanto  Company 
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Bermuda  Grass  Management  in  Fallow 

Although  there  is  nothing  100%  on  this  tough  grass  we  call  Bermuda, 

Roundup™  in  fallow  ground  is  the  best  answer  to  date.  It  could  possibly 

increase  your  yields  greatly  (see  charts  below). 

In  your  fallow  fields,  it  is  the  best  to  try  and  tackle  this  grass  head-on,  because 
once  it  gets  in  your  fields  there  are  not  many  options.  So  help  your  plant  cane 

off  to  a  clean  start. 

Research  has  shown  that  Roundup™  can  greatly  decrease  the  amount  of 

Bermudagrass  in  your  plant  cane  fields 

(see  charts  below). 

There  are  two  methods  that  have  been  proven  to  be  very  effective  on  the 
management  of  Bermudagrass. 

First  and  most  common  method  is  Tillage  (chisel  plowing,  flush  plowing,  and 

deep  chopping)  plus  Roundup™.  Tillage  will  help  break  up  those  rhizome  in  to 

small  pieces  and  will  allow  your  Roundup™  to  work  a  litde  easier. 

Bermudagrass  is  tough  and  it  will  take  a  high  rate  of  Roundup™  to  affect  it. 

About  3-4  qts.  per  acre  will  be  necessary  to  see  favorable  results. 

The  second  method  which  is  growing  very  rapidly  is  Roundup™  Ready  Soybeans 

on  Fallow  ground.  Whether  you  are  turning  the  soybeans  under  or  taking  them 

to  yield,  this  method  is  both  environmentally  friendly  and  effective  on  the 

management  of  this  grass. 


Plant-cane  response  to  fallow  application 
of  Roundup*  on  July  20 
(6  weeks  before  planting) 

Treatment 

Plant-cane  response  to  fallow 
treatments. 

WARF           %  BG             Yield 

3          6          9        Cover 

TC/A    Suk/A 

Till.       Till.       Till.           48 
*Till.      Till.       Till.            - 
Till.        Till.     R'up(2qts)    15 
Till.        Till.     R'up(3qts)    12 
R'up(3qts)    34 
R'up  f3qts")  R'up  (3qts")  14 

26.5      5,100 

27.7  5,400 
31.1      6,200 
30.5      6,000 

27.8  5,400 
32.7       6,400 

Weedy/no 
Roundup* 

Bermudagrass  cover             80 
(%)  in  December 

S  talk  Count  (#/acre)         22,800 

Stalk  Weight  (lb/stalk)        1.66 

CRS  (lb/ton)                        189 

Gross  cane  (tons/acre)        21.7 

Sugar  yield  (lb/acre)         4,100 

Roundup* 
2qts/acre 

30 

25,400 

2.17 
213 

28.8 
6,100 

Roundup* 
3  qts/acre 

15 

25,800 

2.07 

208 

30.2 

6,300 

*  Dalapon  applied  in  late  April  in 

Field  planted  Sept.  20  +  6. 

plant-cane. 

^^BB^^^^^w^ 

Data  courtesy  of  Dr.  Ed  Richard,  USDA,  Houma,  Louisiana,  Weed  Technology  1997,  Vol  11,  Pages  677-682 
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Tillage  Plus  Roundup   on  Fallow 
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Till  your  fields  2-3  times  per  summer,  let  grass  come  back  (approximately 

3-4  weeks  of  growth)  then  spray  3-4  quarts  of  Roundup®  per  acre  2-3  weeks 

before  planting.   (2  applications  of  Roundup®-  one  early  and  one  before  planting 

may  be  necessary  if  weather  doesn't  allow  for  tillage.) 

*  Note:  In  dry  years,  too  much  tillage  may  result  in  a  loss  of  soil  moisture. 

Round 
VI 
Roundup   Ready  Soybeans  on  Fallow 


c&ijj&J&to 


„  ',:•■■      -  .  W'^/k.p.*' 

Two  appUcations  of  Roundup®  at  1-1.5  quarts  per  acre  followed  by  1-1.5  quarts 

per  acre  plus  the  shading  of  the  soybeans  all  summer  provides  excellent 

Bermudagrass  management. 

(If  turning  beans  under,  remember  to  do  so  approximately  3-4  weeks  before 

planting  to  allow  soybeans  to  decompose  in  the  soil.) 
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Cane  Harvesting    x\  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonvilfe  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Fiscal  Session  Ends 


The  legislative  session  recently 
ended  with  some  interesting 
highlights.  As  you  may  recall 
during  the  Special  Session,  sugar  and 
other  agricultural  interests  were 
amended  to  the  controversial  "slots  at 
the  track"  bill.  This  bill  simply  addressed 
the  disposition  of  funds  from  net  taxable 
slot  proceeds.  The  original  target  in  the 
bill  was  $8  million  to  help  the  industry 
develop  railroad  infrastructure  for  trans- 
porting sugar  cane.  The  actual  state  tax 
on  the  slots  was  addressed  during  the 
recent  fiscal  session.  While  the  issue  is 
very  complex  in  nature,  I  will  keep  the 
explanation  as  brief  as  possible. 

Representative  Billy  Montgomery  of 
Bossier  filed  HB  143  which  would  have 
placed  a  state  tax  on  the  proposed  slots 
in  racetracks.  Without  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  horse  racetracks  would  not  be  al- 
lowed to  replace  video  poker  machines 
with  slot  machines.  The  bill  passed  the 
house  with  the  required  two-thirds  ap- 
proval. The  bill  was  then  sent  to  Senate 
Committee  where  it  was  again  ap- 
proved, but  not  without  major  contro- 
versy. Some  powerful  Senate  members 
viewed  this  bill  as  an  expansion  of  gam- 
bling and  tried  to  help  the  agricultural 
community  without  passing  HB  143. 
Opponents  to  this  bill  went  to  work  try- 
ing to  find  other  revenue  sources  to  fund 
the  transportation  of  sugar  cane  by  rail 
and  for  boll  weevil  eradication.  At- 
tempts were  made  to  fund  the  sugar 
project  by  taking  money  from  areas  such 
as  the  Transportation  Trust  Fund  (which 


is  unconstitutional),  LSU,  and  other 
sources  in  the  budget.  In  the  meantime, 
HB  143  was  on  its  last  leg  on  the  Senate 
floor.  The  bill  was  debated  for  several 
hours  on  the  second-to-last  day  of  the 
session,  but  met  its  demise  when  it  was 
returned  to  the  calendar  because  it  was 
evident  that  the  required  two-thirds 
votes  were  not  there  to  pass  the  bill. 

While  all  of  this  was  taking  place,  we 
solidified  language  that  would  assure 
that  any  funding  mechanism  would  go 
through  the  Louisiana  Agriculture  Fi- 
nance Authority  (LAFA  is  administered 
through  the  Department  of  Agriculture). 
In  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the  sugar 
industry  finally  received  $300,000  for  the 
industry  study  and  $3  million  for  rail 
development.  The  study  is  funded 
through  the  General  Appropriations  bill 
and  the  rail  development  is  funded 
through  the  Capital  Outlay  bill. 

We  want  to  thank  the  League  mem- 
bers and  Board,  the  League  leadership, 
Department  of  Agriculture  Commis- 
sioner Bob  Odom  and  his  staff,  the  Farm 
Bureau  lobbying  team,  and  the  many 
legislators  who  supported  sugar's  inter- 
est throughout  this  process.  This  was  a 
unified  effort  by  the  agricultural  com- 
munity. Also  a  special  thanks  goes  out  to 
Senator  Hines  of  Bunkie,  Senator 
Romero  of  New  Iberia,  and  Senator 
Theunissen  of  Jennings  for  their  hard 
work  in  the  Senate.  The  House  list  of 
members  who  helped  is  longer.  If  you 
wish  to  know  how  your  Representative 
voted,  give  Charlie  Melancon  a  call. 
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"For  Proven  Performance  &  Durability" 
FOLLOW  THE  LEADER! 


The  QUALITY  Hi  Dump  Cane  Wagon 


What  does  this  wagon  have  that  others  don't? 

Lower  centerpoint  of  gravity 

Minimal  side  to  side  rocking  when  traveling  thru  the  field,  crossing  over  rows,  and 

coming  out  the  cut 

Wagon  length  combined  with  low  ground  pressure  allows  easier  maneuverability 

Consistent  low  ground  pressure  on  all  (4)  tires  regardless  of  terrain 

Easier  to  pull  thru  the  field,  over  the  row,  and  out  of  the  cut 

Less  sinking  in  muddy  conditions 

Less  problems  with  shuck  slides  and  clumps  of  mud 

Less  cutting  up  of  headlands  and  fields 

Special  trunion  axle  design  eliminates  unnecessary  pressure,  stress  and  fatigue  in 

chassis,  A-frame  and  baskets 

Special  side  support  assembly  for  dumping  and  lifting  reduces  future  fatigue  or 

failure 

Well  balanced  basket  and  lift  system  allows  dumping  of  cane  without  leaning  on 

highway  trailer 

Easier  topping  off  highway  trailers 

Separate  hydraulic  lifting  and  dumping  circuits  allows  dumping  cane  at  any  height 

Rigid  basket  lip  eliminates  the  problems  that  accompany  other  flip  gate  systems 

Special  lifting  &  dumping  system  design  reduces  unnecessary  pressure,  stress  & 

fatigue  on  both  basket  and  chassis 

Less  hydraulic  pressure  needed  for  dumping  loaded  basket 

Lift  cylinders  push  parallel  to  slide,  causing  less  wear  than  single  cylinder  systems 

that  push  against  the  slide 

Heavy  duty  pivot  point  assembly  for  greater  durability 

Hydraulic  line  placement  is  free  from  exterior  obstructions 


20 


It  Just  l\eens  Getting  Eetter!!! 


QUALITY'S  Low  Profile  Billet  Cane  Trailer 


WHAT  TO  CONSIDER  WHEN  LOOKING  FOR  THE  RIGHT  BILLET  CANE 
HIGHWAY  TRAILER 

'  Getting  Maximum  Capacity  -  Get  your  desired  cane  weight  without  having  to  pile 
over  the  top  of  the  trailer  (Quality  Model  -  over  3000  cubic  feet  of  storage  area  at 
water  level) 

•  Minimal  Trailer  Weight  -  Staying  legal  on  highway,  while  getting  your  desired 
cane  weight  (Quality  Model  -  Under  24,000  lbs.  on  assembled  trailer) 

•  Safety  &  Stability  -  Lowest  centerpoint  of  gravity  from  Drop  Deck  Belly  design  with 
8'6"  tire  width  (Quality  Model  -  20"  to  13'  height  from  ground  level) 

•  Flexibility  -  Dump  at  any  mill  with  existing  side  dump  manifold  systems  (Quality 
Model  -  Dump  left  or  right  over  10'  wall) 

•  Durability  -  The  structure  must  be  made  as  light  as  possible  without  losing  strength 
(Quality  Model  -  Specially  designed  for  extra  strength  with  high  tensile  steel) 

&m  mane  infiwnation  glue  vu>,  a  ca££! 


Tony  Collinson 
Sales 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  406  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
118  West  Main  Street 

(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403 
Fax  (504)  447-4028 
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Comparison  of  Rates  of  RSD  Spread 

in  Different  Varieties  and  Reliability 

of  Five  RSD  Detection  Methods 


By  J.  W.  Hoy.  M.  P.  Gwsham 
and  K.  E.  Damann 


The  pathogen  that  causes  ratoon 
stunting  disease  (RSD)  lives  in 
the  water-conducting  vessels  in- 
side the  vascular  bundles  of  the  sugar- 
cane plant.  The  population  of  the  patho- 
gen increases  during  the  growing  sea- 
son. It  is  then  spread  in  sap  from  in- 
fected plants  down  the  row  to  healthy 
plants  by  the  harvester  or  in  previously 
infected  or  newly  inoculated  stalks  to 
new  fields  during  planting.  RSD  does 
not  cause  any  visible  external  symp- 
toms, except  for  reduced  growth  or 
stunting  that  is  more  severe  under  wa- 
ter stress  conditions.  Stunting  is  worse 
in  ratoon  or  stubble  crops.  RSD-infected 
plants  also  do  not  survive  severe  winter 
conditions  as  well  as  healthy  plants.  Re- 
search conducted  by  M.  P.  Grisham 
showed  that  RSD  causes  severe  yield 
losses  in  the  varieties  currently  being 
grown  in  Louisiana.  A  previous  study 
by  K.  E.  Damann  showed  that  rates  of 
RSD  spread  in  three  varieties  increased 
with  increasing  susceptibility  of  the 
variety.  However,  information  was  lack- 
ing on  the  rates  of  disease  spread  in  the 
current  varieties.  This  article  reports  the 
results  of  a  study  comparing  the  rate  of 
spread  of  RSD  in  eight  varieties  cur- 
rently being  cultivated  in  Louisiana. 

The  lack  of  visible  symptoms  means 
that  RSD  infection  must  be  determined 
by  a  laboratory  detection  method.  Sev- 


eral RSD  detection  methods  have  been 
developed.  The  disease  spread  study 
provided  an  opportunity  to  compare  the 
accuracy  and  reliability  of  five  different 
detection  methods,  and  the  results  of 
that  study  also  are  reported  in  this  ar- 
ticle. 

Comparison  of  RSD  spread: 

Eight  varieties,  CP  65-357,  CP  70-321, 
CP  72-370,  CP  79-318,  LCP  82-89,  LHo 
83-153,  LCP  85-384,  and  HoCP  85-845, 
were  planted  at  two  locations  in  three,  50 
foot  lengths  of  row  preceded  by  a  short 
plot  planted  with  RSD-infected  stalks. 
The  distance  RSD  spread  along  the  row 
and  the  number  of  stools  that  became 
infected  were  determined  from  samples 
of  stalks,  pre-marked  at  the  beginning  of 
the  plot  and  3  foot  intervals,  then  col- 
lected from  the  heap-row  after  the  har- 
vest of  first  and  second  stubble.  In  addi- 
tion, 20  stalks  were  collected  sequen- 
tially from  each  plot  at  the  plant  cane 
harvest  and  planted.  RSD  spread  was 
then  determined  in  the  new  plots  at  the 
end  of  the  first  stubble  crop  to  compare 
the  rate  of  RSD  spread  between  fields 
(disease  increase  that  occurs  during 
planting)  to  the  rate  of  spread  within 
fields  (disease  increase  from  one  crop  to 
the  next  that  occurs  during  harvest). 
During  the  experiments,  not  all  stools 
were  sampled.  The  percentage  of  stalks 
collected  from  different  stools  that  were 
infected  provided  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  infection  caused  by  the  har- 
vester in  50  feet  of  row.  A  stalk  was  con- 
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sidered  to  be  infected  if  at  least  three  of 
the  five  detection  methods  were  posi- 
tive. 

The  RSD  spread  results  after  one 
harvest  are  shown  for  both  locations 
combined  in  Table  1.  RSD  spread  was 
not  continuous  down  the  row.  New  in- 
fections were  usually  located  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  plot  near  the  infection 
source.  However,  some  new  infections 
skipped  varying  distances  over  stools 
that  remained  healthy.  The  spread  of 
RSD,  measured  as  distance  along  a  row 
or  number  of  infected  stools,  was  higher 
between  fields  than  within  a  field.  RSD 
spread  also  differed  among  varieties. 
Spread  within  a  field  was  greatest  in 
LCP  82-89  and  least  in  LCP  85-384  and 
CP  72-370.  Between-field  spread  of  RSD, 
measured  as  number  of  infected  plants, 
was  greater  in  LCP  82-89  than  in  all  the 
other  varieties.  Additional  within-field 
disease  spread  and  increase  resulted 
from  the  second  harvest.  Averaged 
across  varieties,  the  number  of  diseased 
plants  within  the  plots  more  than 
doubled  in  second  compared  to  first 
stubble.  RSD  spread  probably  extended 
beyond  the  length  of  the  test  plots  in 
second  stubble,  so  the  actual  rate  of  in- 
crease was  higher. 

Several  conclusions  can  be  drawn 
from  the  RSD  spread  results.  First,  the 
spread  of  RSD  by  the  harvester  to  stalks 
to  be  used  for  seedcane  is  greater  than 
the  spread  to  new  stools  within  a  field. 
This  means  the  highest  rate  of  RSD  in- 
crease occurs  during  planting.  To  avoid 
this,  new  healthy  seedcane  sources 
should  be  established  every  year;  pre- 
cautions should  be  taken  to  avoid  intro- 
ducing RSD;  and  seedcane  should  not  be 
increased  more  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary (preferably  only  once).  Second,  the 
rate  of  disease  increase  varies  among 
varieties,  and  this  means  the  threat 
posed  to  the  different  varieties  is  vari- 


able. The  highest  rate  of  spread  occurs  in 
LCP  82-89.  It  also  is  highly  susceptible  to 
yield  loss  when  infected.  This  variety 
can  only  be  grown  successfully  with  a 
very  rigorous  healthy  seedcane  pro- 
gram. The  results  with  CP  79-318  were 
of  interest.  This  variety  exhibits  resis- 
tance to  yield  loss;  however,  the  spread 
results  indicate  that  it  is  susceptible  to 
infection  and  spread.  This  means  it  can- 
not be  ignored  in  a  healthy  seedcane 
program,  or  it  can  serve  as  a  source  of 
infection  for  other  varieties  that  do  suf- 
fer severe  yield  losses.  Fortunately,  the 
rate  of  RSD  spread  is  lower  in  LCP  85- 
384.  However,  if  it  becomes  infected,  it 
can  suffer  severe  yield  losses,  so  a 
healthy  seedcane  program  is  still  impor- 
tant for  LCP  85-384.  The  potential  sever- 
ity of  yield  loss  resulting  from  infection 
and  the  rate  of  disease  spread  are  not 
always  similar  for  individual  varieties. 
These  two  disease  characteristics  are 
compared  for  each  of  the  different  vari- 
eties in  Table  2. 

Comparison  of  RSD  detection 
methods 

Five  RSD  detection  methods  were 
compared:  1.)  microscopic  examination 
of  sap,  2.)  alkaline-induced  metaxylem 
autofluoresence  (AIMA),  3.)  dot-blot 
enzyme  immunoassay,  4.)  evaporative- 
binding  enzyme  immunoassay,  and  5.) 
tissue-blot  enzyme  immunoassay.  The 
first  method  relies  on  direct  observation 
of  the  pathogen  in  sap,  the  second  de- 
tects an  indirect  symptom  of  infection, 
and  the  last  three  are  assays  in  which  the 
pathogen  is  detected  by  using  antibod- 
ies produced  in  animal  immune  systems 
that  bind  to  the  pathogen.  Accuracy  of 
the  different  methods  was  determined 
by  comparing  the  extent  of  agreement 
for  RSD  detection  in  all  of  the  stalk 
samples  collected  as  part  of  the  disease 
spread  study.  A  disagreement  with  the 
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detection  outcome  for  the  majority  of 
methods  was  regarded  as  an  error.  The 
type  of  error  in  which  a  method  failed  to 
detect  RSD  in  an  infected  stalk  was  re- 
corded as  a  false  negative,  and  the  type 
of  error  in  which  a  method  indicated  a 
positive  detection  of  RSD  in  a 
noninf ected  stalk  was  recorded  as  a  false 
positive.  The  frequency  of  each  error 
type  was  determined  and  compared, 
and  the  frequency  of  both  combined 
provided  a  comparison  of  the  total  accu- 
racy of  RSD  detection  for  each  method. 
A  comparison  of  the  five  detection 
methods  for  frequency  of  each  type  of 
error  and  total  detection  accuracy  is 
shown  in  Table  3.  The  highest  frequency 
of  false  negatives  occurred  with  the  dot- 
blot  immunoassay,  and  the  highest  fre- 
quency of  false  positives  occurred  with 
AIMA.  Each  of  these  methods  had  a  to- 
tal accuracy  for  detection  of  86%.  The 
lowest  frequency  of  both  types  of  error 
and  highest  total  accuracy  (96%)  oc- 
curred with  the  tissue-blot  immunoas- 


say. The  evaporative-binding  immu- 
noassay and  microscopic  examination 
were  the  next  most  accurate.  The  total 
accuracy  for  each  was  93%.  The  evapo- 
rative-binding immunoassay  was  less 
sensitive  (as  indicated  by  the  higher  fre- 
quency of  false  negatives),  but  it  had  a 
very  low  frequency  of  false  positives. 
The  tissue-blot  immunoassay  is  not 
amenable  to  large  scale  testing.  There- 
fore, the  evaporative-binding  immu- 
noassay was  chosen  for  use  in  the  RSD- 
testing  service  operated  through  the 
LSU  Agricultural  Center.  Microscopic 
examination  of  sap  is  then  used  to  con- 
firm questionable  samples. 

Jeff  Hoy  and  Ken  Damann  are  sugarcane 
pathologists  in  the  Department  of  Plant 
Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology  with  the 
Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural 
Center  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Mike  Grisham  is  a  Research  Plant  Pa- 
thologist at  the  USDA-ARS-SRRC  Sugar- 
cane Research  Unit  in  Houma. 


TABLE  1 

Spread  of  RSD  after  one  harvest  within  the  same  field  and  between  two  fields  in  eight  varieties. 


Variety 


Distance  of  spread  along  row  (ft.) 
Within  a  field       Between  fields 


Percentage  of  infected  stools3 
Within  a  field       Between  fields 


CP  65-357 

15 

38 

15 

26 

CP  70-321 

26 

37 

20 

30 

CP  72-370 

3 

20 

5 

20 

CP  79-318 

19 

32 

19 

29 

LCP  82-89 

30 

35 

24 

52 

LHo  83-153 

26 

30 

15 

20 

LCP  85-384 

8 

20 

10 

14 

HoCP  85-845 

22 

31 

14 

22 

Average 

19 

30 

15 

26 

a  The  percentage  of  infected  stools  per  50  foot  plot  was  calculated  by  dividing  the  number  of  infected 
stalks  (collected  from  different  stools)  by  20  (the  total  number  collected)  and  multiplying  by  100.  An 
average  was  then  determined  for  the  three  plots  of  each  variety. 
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TABLE  2 

Potential  for  yield  loss  and  rates  of  RSD  spread  for  eight  varieties. 


Variety 


Potential  for  yield  loss 


Rate  of  RSD  spread 


CP  65-357 

Moderate 

CP  70-321 

High 

CP  72-370 

High 

CP  79-318 

Low 

LCP  82-89 

High 

LHo  83-153 

High 

LCP  85-384 

High 

HoCP  85-845 

High 

High 

High 
Moderate 

High 
Very  High 

High 
Moderate 

High 


TABLE  3 

Comparison  of  performance  for  five  RSD  detection  methods  with  2,629  stalks  from  four  experiments  combined. 


Error  type/ 
total  accuracy 


Enzyme  immunonassay 


Dot  blot 
No.      % 


Tissue  blot 
No.        % 


Evaporative  binding 


No. 


% 


Microscope 
examination 
No.        % 


AIMA 
No.       % 


False  negative         151    18%     34       4%        125      15%  45      5%       64     8% 

False  positive  205   11%     70       4%         63        4%  143      8%      299    17% 


Toal  accuracy  86%  96% 


93% 


93%  86% 
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La  Cane 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MANUFACTURING,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  71  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  447-3771  •  Fax:  (504)  447-8404 

TIGER  —  2  Row  Chopper  Harvester 


Available  for  the  1998  Harvest 

Season 

Call  La  Cane  (Jim  Collinson  or 

Ken  Caillouet)  to  Schedule  a 

Video  Presentation  or  For 

More  Information 


FEATURES: 

•  2-Row  Cutting  at  Pour  Rates  of  200  to  300  Tons  Per  Hour 

•  Topping,  Stripping  and  Extracting  Leaves  Before  Chopping  and  Loading 

•  4  Wheel  Drive  (Rubber  Tires) 

•  Base  Cutting  Out  in  Front  of  Running  Gear  to  Help  Prevent  Mud  Induction 
While  Cutting  in  Wet  Conditions 

•  Excellent  Weight  Distribution,  Balance  and  Low  Ground  Baring  Pressure 

•  Green  Cane  Cutting  in  All  Conditions 


INCREASE  PROFITS  BY: 

•  Reduced  Operating  Costs 

•  Increased  Cutting  &  Loading  Rates 

•  Reduced  Labor  8c  Fuel  Costs 

•  Reduced  Trash  &  Mud  in  Cane 

•  Reduced  Maintenance 

(Less  Equipment  8c  NO  TRACKS) 

•  Higher  C.R.S.  &  Higher  Tonnage 
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RSD  Testing  Results  from  1997 
and  Plans  for  1998 


By  Jeff  Hoy 

Department  of  Plant  Pathology 

and  Crop  Physiology 

Louisiana  State  University 

Agricultural  Center 

Aratoon  stunting  disease  (RSD) 
testing  service  operated 
through  the  LSU  Agricultural 
Center  began  operation  during  1997. 
The  functions  of  the  testing  service  are  to 
monitor  RSD  in  the  Variety  Selection 
Program,  the  Variety  Release  Program,  a 
new  local  quarantine  for  tissue  culture 
source  plants,  Kleentek  seedcane 
sources,  and  in  commercial  sugarcane 
growers  fields.  The  goals  of  the  service 
are  1.)  to  prevent  RSD  from  contaminat- 
ing the  Variety  Selection  Program;  2.)  to 
keep  stalks  infected  with  RSD  or  leaf 
scald  from  being  used  to  begin  the  Vari- 
ety Release  Program;  3.)  to  insure  that 
plant  material  used  to  initiate  tissue  cul- 
ture propagation  of  Kleentek  seedcane  is 
free  of  RSD,  leaf  scald,  and  yellow  leaf; 
4.)  to  provide  an  independent  assess- 
ment of  the  RSD  status  of  Kleentek 
seedcane  sources;  and  5.)  to  provide  an 
additional  management  tool  to  assist 
growers  in  controlling  our  most  impor- 
tant disease. 

Results  from  1997 

An  overall  summary  of  the  results 
from  RSD  testing  during  1997  is  pre- 
sented in  Table  1.  Kleentek  sampling 


was  done  at  three  levels.  First,  88 
samples  were  tested  from  the  founda- 
tion stock  plants  maintained  in  a  special 
greenhouse  to  be  used  as  the  source  of 
stalk  growing  points  to  begin  the  tissue 
culture  process.  Second,  1,506  stalks 
from  53  fields  of  seedcane  being  grown 
on  the  two  primary  increase  farms  on 
the  perimeter  of  the  industry  were 
tested.  Finally,  345  stalks  from  nine 
fields  at  the  three,  secondary  increase 
sites  on  commercial  farms  were  tested. 
RSD  was  not  detected  in  any  of  these 
Kleentek  samples.  These  results  indicate 
that  Kleentek  seedcane  sold  to  growers 
was  free  of  RSD. 

Approximately  2,100  stalks  collected 
from  105  growers  fields  on  33  farms  in  14 
parishes  were  tested  for  RSD.  Disease 
was  detected  in  at  least  one  field  on  81% 
of  the  farms.  The  percentage  of  fields 
with  some  level  of  RSD  detected  was 
55%,  and  the  RSD  infection  level  for  all 
fields  combined  was  13%.  As  would  be 
expected  with  a  disease  spread  me- 
chanically on  equipment,  the  infection 
level  increased  from  an  average  of  7% 
for  all  plant  cane  fields  to  an  average  of 
21%  for  all  second  stubble  fields  (Table 

2). 

RSD  is  controlled  with  a  healthy 
seedcane  program,  so  information  con- 
cerning seedcane  history  was  requested 
for  each  field.  All  fields  stated  by  grow- 
ers to  have  originated  from  Kleentek  or 
heat-treated  seedcane,  no  matter  what 
the  number  of  increases  or  total  harvests 
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since  the  first  purchase  or  heat  treat- 
ment, were  included  in  their  respective 
averages.  It  is  obvious  from  the  number 
of  fields  tested  of  each  type  (Table  3)  that 
Kleentek  has  become  the  approach  most 
commonly  used  by  the  industry  for  a 
healthy  seedcane  program,  and  for  the 
fields  tested  during  1997,  a  Kleentek 
program  provided  the  most  effective 
RSD  control.  The  average  infection  level 
across  all  fields  with  a  Kleentek  history 
was  10%.  In  contrast,  the  average  infec- 
tion level  for  all  fields  with  a  heat  treat- 
ment history  was  27%. 

The  number  of  fields  tested  did  not 
provide  a  large  sample  size,  so  conclu- 
sions must  be  drawn  with  caution  con- 
cerning the  results  for  heat-treated  prog- 
eny or  fields  without  a  recent  heat  treat- 
ment. However,  the  heat  treatment  re- 
sults that  were  obtained  from  five  farms 
are  troubling.  A  properly  operated  heat 
treatment  program  should  provide  good 
control  of  RSD.  The  total  number  of  har- 
vests for  the  fields  of  heat  treated  prog- 
eny tested  was  not  greater  than  would 
be  recommended,  yet  a  significant  level 
of  RSD  infection  was  detected  in  at  least 
one  field  on  each  farm.  A  companion 
article  in  this  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin 
reports  the  generally  high  susceptibility 
to  both  RSD  infection  (spread)  and  yield 
loss  exhibited  by  most  of  the  current 
varieties.  Heat  treatment  will  not  com- 
pletely control  any  RSD  in  a  batch  of 
cane  to  be  treated.  Previously  heat- 
treated  cane  should  be  selected  for  heat 
treatment.  Growers  using  heat  treat- 
ment should  make  sure  they  are  familiar 
with  the  best  procedures  and  that  equip- 
ment is  working  properly.  Use  of  the 
RSD  testing  service  to  monitor  RSD  will 
allow  growers  to  determine  whether 
their  heat  treatment  program  is  working 
effectively  or  not.  Results  from  RSD  test- 
ing of  heat  treated  progeny  will  be 
watched  closely  during  1998  and  in  sub- 


sequent years. 

A  comparison  was  made  of  RSD  in- 
fection levels  in  fields  of  progeny  from 
different  healthy  seedcane  programs 
separated  by  crop  cycle  year  (Table  4).  It 
revealed  low  average  levels  of  infection 
in  plant  cane  and  first  stubble  fields 
coming  from  a  Kleentek  program,  while 
higher  average  levels  of  infection  were 
found  for  fields  in  all  crop  cycle  years 
with  a  heat  treatment  program.  The 
higher  level  of  RSD  infection  in  Kleentek 
second  stubble  fields  demonstrates  that 
the  disease  will  increase  if  it  is  intro- 
duced. The  average  level  of  infection  for 
all  fields  of  cane  from  the  Variety  Release 
Program  that  were  never  heat-treated 
was  only  16%.  However,  the  results  in 
Table  4  show  that  not  utilizing  any  kind 
of  healthy  seedcane  program  is  a  risky 
gamble.  The  highest  levels  of  infection 
found  were  in  second  stubble  fields  with 
no  healthy  seedcane  history 

A  final  way  of  looking  at  the  results 
is  to  compare  the  percentages  for  fields 
of  progeny  from  different  healthy 
seedcane  programs  that  fell  into  each  of 
the  categories  of  disease  severity  used  to 
evaluate  RSD  testing  results  returned  to 
growers.  These  results  are  shown  in 
Table  5.  No  disease  was  detected  in 
nearly  half  of  the  fields  with  a  Kleentek 
history,  and  the  infection  level  was  slight 
in  another  quarter  of  the  Kleentek  fields. 

The  highest  frequency  of  severe  in- 
fection levels  capable  of  causing  signifi- 
cant yield  loss  were  detected  in  fields 
with  and  without  a  heat  treatment  his- 
tory. 

Plans  for  1998 

The  RSD  testing  service  will  operate 
again  during  1998  thanks  to  the  continu- 
ing support  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  Thermo  Trilogy,  and  the  LSU 
Agricultural  Center.  The  service  will  be 
operated  on  a  fee  basis  for  sugarcane 
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growers.  A  fee  of  $1  per  stalk  (with  a 
recommended  sample  size  of  20  stalks 
per  field)  will  be  charged  to  cover  the 
operating  expenses  of  the  lab.  Sample 
collection  can  be  accomplished  with  the 
assistance  of  either  your  County  Agent 
or  consultant. 

The  RSD  detection  method  to  be 
used  will  be  the  evaporative-binding 
enzyme  immunoassay  (EB-EIA),  the 
same  as  was  used  in  1997.  This  method 
was  selected  after  extensive  comparison 
to  other  methods  available  (the  results 
of  these  comparisons  are  contained  in  a 
companion  article  in  this  issue  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin).  Two  alternative  detec- 
tion methods  are  currently  being  evalu- 
ated. If  anything  is  found  to  be  superior, 
it  will  be  incorporated  into  the  service. 
The  detection  accuracy  for  EB-EIA  is 
greater  than  90%  during  the  harvest 
season.  However,  even  with  this  level  of 
accuracy,  some  errors  will  occur  (and  a 
few  were  detected  during  1997).  If  any- 
one submitting  samples  feels  that  the 
results  may  be  in  error,  a  second  detec- 
tion method  (microscopic  examination 
of  sap)  will  be  used  to  confirm  the  first 
results.  If  there  is  still  any  question,  ad- 
ditional samples  will  be  collected  and 
tested.  If  the  field  has  been  harvested, 
samples  will  be  taken  the  following 
August.  This  operation  is  dedicated  to 
serving  the  industry.  Any  problem  that 
occurs  will  be  resolved  to  the  best  of  our 
ability. 

The  accuracy  of  detection  increases 
as  the  sugarcane  plants  grow  and  the 
pathogen  population  increases.  Last 
season,  effort  was  focused  during  Sep- 
tember on  fulfilling  the  other  four  func- 
tions of  the  testing  service,  and  grower 
testing  did  not  begin  until  October. 
During  1998,  the  Sugarcane  Disease 
Diagnosis  Lab  will  begin  accepting 
samples  from  growers  starting  in  mid- 
September.  The  starting  date  will  be 


moved  up  to  allow  growers  to  sample 
fields  when  there  is  the  possibility  of  a 
window  of  time  between  planting  and 
the  start  of  grinding  when  they  may 
have  more  time.  The  recommendation 
will  still  be  to  test  fields  of  cane  intended 
for  the  mill.  This  "quality  control"  ap- 
proach will  tell  you  whether  your 
healthy  seedcane  program  is  working 
effectively  and  whether  or  not  RSD  is 
hurting  your  yields.  If  any  problem  is 
detected,  I  will  be  available  to  advise 
you  on  how  to  correct  it. 

The  last  extensive  survey  of  RSD  in- 
cidence in  the  industry  was  conducted 
during  1986  by  Dr.  K.  E.  Damann.  In  that 
survey,  RSD  was  detected  in  59%  of  the 
fields,  and  the  overall  field  infection 
level  was  22%.  In  1997,  the  average  level 
of  infection  in  individual  fields  had  de- 
creased to  13%.  This  suggests  that  the 
industry  as  a  whole  is  making  some 
progress  in  controlling  RSD,  probably 
through  the  utilization  of  Kleentek. 
However,  the  incidence  of  diseased 
fields  in  1997  was  still  55%,  increasing 
levels  of  disease  were  detected  in  second 
stubble  fields  of  Kleentek,  damaging 
levels  of  RSD  were  detected  in  fields  of 
heat-treated  progeny,  and  RSD  was  de- 
tected on  over  80%  of  the  tested  farms. 
These  last  statistics  suggest  that  growers 
are  still  unknowingly  introducing  RSD 
into  their  healthy  cane.  When  this  oc- 
curs, a  substantial  investment  in  a 
healthy  seedcane  program  is  wasted, 
and  the  full  potential  of  the  new  variet- 
ies will  not  be  realized.  Not  being  able  to 
see  RSD  creates  the  potential  for  disease 
management  problems.  The  purpose  of 
the  RSD  testing  service  for  growers  is  to 
provide  them  with  the  ability  to  monitor 
the  disease  and  make  sure  their  healthy 
seedcane  program  works  as  intended. 
All  growers  are  urged  to  take  advantage 
of  this  disease  management  tool  during 
1998. 
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TABLE  1 

RSD  testing  results  from  1997 

Source                                 Location 

Number 
of  fields 

Number 
of  varieties 

Number 
of  stalks 

La.  Growers                         State-wide 

1    CI  1    C/=»lek^+ir\r»    Drnnrom                 Ct     ^okrinl 

105 

9 

2,097 

LSU  Selection  Program        St.  Gabriel 


69 


LSU/USDA 


Variety  Release 


539 


Primary  Staions 

22 

1,314 

Kleentek 

Foundation  stock 

8 

88 

Kleentek 

Houma  and  Leroy 

increase  farms 

53 

10 

1,506 

Kleentek 

Secondary  increase 

farms  (three) 

9 

5 

266 

Quarantine 

LSUAC 

11 

150 

Research 

Various 

9 

510 

TABLE  2 

1 997  RSD  testing  summary  by  crop  cycle  year  for  all  fields  combined 


Average  infection  (%) 

7 
12 
21 
13 


Crop  cycle  year 

Number  of  fields 

Plant  cane 

34 

First  stubble 

25 

Second  stubble 

20 

Older  stubble 

15 

30 


TABLE  3 

1997  RSD  testing  summary  by  healthy  seedcane  program. 

Healthy  seedcane  Number  of  fields  Average  infection  (%) 

Heat-treated  progeny  15  26 

Kleentek  progeny  54  10 

None  16  16 


TABLE  4 

1997  RSD  field  Infection  levels  in  each  crop  cycle  year  for  different 
healthy  seedcane  programs 

Average  RSD  infection  (%)  per  field 
Treatment  Plant  cane        First  stubble        Second  stubble  Older 


Heat-treatment  20  28  10  33 

Kleentek  4  7  18  15 

None  11  0  35  10 


TABLE  5 

Percentage  of  fields  with  different  levels  of  RSD  severity  for  each 
healthy  seedcane  program. 

None  Slight  Moderate  Severe         Very  Severe 

Detected  infection         infection  infection  infection 

Treatment  %  of  total        %  of  total       %  of  total         %  of  total  %  of  total 


Heat-treatment  29  29  14  14  14 

Kleentek  49  26  13  7  5 

None  42  26  16  16  0 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new  style  air  - 

$35,000.  Call  J.W.  Hurdle,  Jr.  at  (504)  749- 
2892. 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front  wheel  drive, 

PTO,  heavy  duty  steel  bumper  with  box, 
3640  hrs.,  -  $42,000;  1972  Thompson 
Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD  engine  and  front 
wheel  assist  -  $6,500;  3-row  Bottom  Plow 
with  3  pt.  hitch  and  gauge  wheels  -  $500;  6' 
Case  End  Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts  only)- 
$100;  1990  Case/  Int'l  5120  Maxum,  3490 
hrs.  -  $22,500.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at 
(318)365-0014. 

•  Single-row  Broussard,  double  front  ends  & 

scrolls,  JD  engine,  pulling  wheel,  shredder 
topper,  no  leaks,  extra  hyd.  Pumps  & 
motors.  Excellent  condition.  Call  (318)  229- 
8555. 

•  Broussard  Single-row  with  CAT  motor  - 

$7,000;  2  -  3688  Hi-Clearance  Int'l 
Tractors  -  $3,500  each.  Call  (504)  265- 
4078. 

•  1990  4WD  Thompson  Field  Loader  with  JD 

power,  asking  $15,000.  Call  Hartman  Farms 
at  (504)  532-3160  or  (504)  693-6398. 


FOR.        SALE 


•  3  Automatic  Cane  Planters,  4'  drum  type, 

field  ready  -  $7,500  each.  Call  Ronald 
Hebert,  Jr.  at  (318)  276-9598  (day)  or 
(318)276-4821  (night). 

•  Cane  Truck  and  Trailer  -- 1974  Mack 

R600  with  whole  stalk  trailer  -  $6,000.  Call 
at  night  Patrick  Richard  at  (504)  526-4869 
or  Danny  Richard  at  (504)  526-8292. 

•  1983  Cameco  2-row  Harvester.  All 

modern  updates,  extra  parts  -  $35,000. 
Call  (504)  473-9544  (nights)  or  (504)  473- 
1299  (days). 

•  1994  Broussard  self  propelled  2  wheel 

drive  loader.  $25,000.  Call  (504)  738- 
0406. 

•  4640  with  tanks,  overhauled  in  1996. 

4630  with  tanks,  overhauled  in  1997.  Call 
B  &  A  Cane,  Inc.  at  office  (318)  346-6755 
or  night  (318)  346-2725. 

•  Broussard  2-row  Harvester,  many 

conversions,  1986  model  -  $68,000.  Call 
(318)346-6406. 


___      \  BROUSSARD/ 

Cane 

Contractors 

I        Inc.        J 

ZZ3/703vL^£5y^         X  CANE  EQUIPMENT   / 

"*~^H***^m                   X        f                          "       A       / 

^                     M,                      jr~ 

Chopper  Type                Wholestalk            Contract  Harvesting 
Cane  Harvesters          Cane  Harvesters             with  Chopper 

High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 

Harvesters 

Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 

Vernon  Manufacturing,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  2650  •  Parks,  LA  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 
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Commercial  Members 

of  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

100-A  Wadsworth,  Maurice,  LA  70555 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

17522  Sugar  Mill  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

MJ.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

108  Stonewall  Ave.,  Carencro,  LA  70520 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southern  Agribusiness  Association 

5560  Frontage  Road,  1-55  South,  Suite  B, 
Jackson,  MS  39212 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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6  Cylinder  GENESIS  diesel 
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•  No  Deductible 

•  3,000  Hours 

•  3  Years 
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LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


ASCL:  An  Association  With  Many  Functions 


This  past  week,  while  speaking  on 
the  phone  with  different  people  in 
our  industry,  I  have  had  the  op- 
portunity to  touch  on  several  subjects  of 
particular  interest.  Some  of  the  thought 
processing  that  exists  in  our  industry 
about  the  League,  its  staff,  its  functions, 
and  what  it  should  or  shouldn't  be  do- 
ing is  of  what  I  write.  First,  let  me  start 
by  saying  that  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  are  the 
people  who  direct  me  when  it  is  neces- 
sary for  an  industry  position  to  be  taken. 
I  have  asked  growers,  whenever  the 
situation  arises,  to  present  their  concerns 
to  the  Board  member  closest  to  them  if 
they  feel  that  it  is  an  issue  that  should  be 
discussed.  Particularly  if  the  issue  af- 
fects the  entire  industry.  Let  me  also 
point  out  that  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  which  is  considered  a  trade  as- 
sociation, cannot  get  involved  in  issues 
or  conflicts  between  one  grower  with 
another,  one  mill  with  another,  nor  a  mill 
and  a  grower.  In  essence,  issues  that  are 
inter-industry.  The  League's  main  func- 
tions are  research,  legislation,  education, 
public  relations,  and  to  whatever  extent 
possible,  product  promotion. 

I  have  heard  some  people  express 
disappointment  in  the  fact  that  the  in- 


dustry has  been  operating  at  the  same 
loan  rate  for  a  number  of  years.  Realize 
that  Louisiana  is  not  the  only  state  in  the 
sugar  business  and  the  loan  rate  has  re- 
mained the  same  for  all  sugar  producers 
(beet  and  cane)  for  the  same  period  of 
time.  If,  politically,  a  price  increase  had 
been  achievable  prior  to  my  coming  to 
the  League,  or  since  my  arrival  at  the 
League,  I  can  assure  you  that  the  indus- 
try representatives  from  throughout  the 
sugar  producing  states  would  have 
pounced  on  the  opportunity  to  bring 
that  caveat  home  to  the  growers.  Our  in- 
dustry finds  itself,  more  often  than  not, 
playing  defense  against  a  group  of  com- 
panies whose  annual  gross  profit  by  one 
company  alone  easily  exceeds  that  of  the 
entire  domestic  sugar  industry.  We  con- 
tinue to  be  on  the  defensive  because,  in 
the  political  realm  in  which  we  must 
operate,  and  with  the  amount  of  money 
available  to  us,  there  is  no  room  for 
fancy  and  glitzy  public  relations  and 
advertising  campaigns.  Much  less  the 
ability  to  get  fair  press  when  your  com- 
petition is  the  same  people  who  spend 
hundreds  of  millions,  if  not  billions  of 
dollars  a  year  in  advertising  at  your  lo- 
cal TV  and  radio  stations  and  in  your 
larger  newspapers.  I  simply  ask  that  you 


tell  me  which  commodity  in  this  country 
has  received  increases  in  the  last  five  to 
ten  years  in  their  subsidies,  supplemen- 
tal payments,  or  whatever  their  program 
provides?  It  just  hasn't  happened;  and,  it 
probably  never  will.  However,  the  point 
here  is  that  it  is  impossible  to  expect  one 
commodity  to  achieve  something  that 
other  commodities  (particularly  those 
that  are  substantially  larger  than  us) 
have  not  also  received  and  won't.  This 
does  not  mean  that  we  are  not  trying  to 
influence  an  upward  movement  in 
price.  Its  just  that  "it  ain't  that  easy!" 

The  League  has  been  successful  in 
achieving  many  things  for  this  industry. 
The  most  important  of  which  is  keeping 
you  in  business.  To  some  extent,  some  of 
the  other  commodities  continue  to  at- 
tempt to  duplicate  our  achievements. 

The  sugar  industry  was  the  first  to  be 
granted  100,000  pounds  GVW  on  a  spe- 
cial harvest  permit.  The  League  has 
managed  to  maintain  its  research  capa- 
bilities and  has  been  fortunate  enough  to 
be  granted  moneys  to  move  us  into  the 
area  of  biotech  research,  which  will  en- 
hance our  variety  program.  We  have  re- 
cently been  granted  the  same  weight 
limits  on  federal  highways  as  have  been 
provided  by  the  state  on  state  highways. 
We  have  continued  to  maintain  a  con- 
stant vigil  over  the  environmental  issues 
that  deal  with  non-point  source  pollu- 
tion, air  quality,  water  quality,  re-certifi- 
cation of  labels  of  herbicides  and  pesti- 
cides, and  have  been  involved,  to  the 
extent  possible,  in  monitoring  the  re- 
newal of  the  air  quality  laws  that  are 
presently  being  rewritten  in  this  country. 
Not  to  mention  labor  issues,  foreign 
workers  and  prevailing  wage. 

I  do  not  feel  that  the  League  hired  me 
to  see  what  other  groups  are  doing  so 
that  we  might  follow  suit.  I  feel  that  my 
job  is  to  recognize  the  concerns  of  the 
industry  and  correct  those  problems  that 


can  be  corrected  and  to  explore  changes 
that  would  make  things  better  for  our 
industry.  I  have  always  believed  that  one 
cannot  fight  every  battle,  and  that  every 
battle  is  not  worth  fighting.  You  pick  and 
choose  your  issues  and  battles.  For  those 
issues  that  are  not  easily 
accomplishable,  it  is  up  to  the  industry 
leadership  and  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  League  to  then  determine  which  of 
those  battles  are  priorities.  In  short,  to 
"tilt  at  every  windmill"  is  fruitless. 

When  I  came  to  the  League,  it  was 
my  honest  hope  that  I  would  get  the 
opportunity  to  visit  with  all  the  growers 
and  all  the  processors  of  this  state.  To 
this  date  I  have  not  been  able  to  accom- 
plish that.  But  to  that  end,  I  would  ask 
that  each  mill  that  has  a  grower  meeting 
or  a  Board  of  Directors  meeting  to  give 
me  the  dates  on  which  you  meet.  It 
doesn't  need  to  be  the  annual  meeting,  I 
would  prefer  that  it  wouldn't.  If  it  is  not 
in  conflict  with  meetings  that  require  my 
involvement  on  your  behalf,  I  would 
love  the  opportunity  to  sit  face  to  face 
and  discuss  each  and  every  issue,  with 
each  and  every  grower,  that  wishes  to 
take  the  time.  Every  issue! 

There  are  words  to  a  song  that  goes, 
"the  times  they  are  a  changing,"  and  that 
applies  to  all  of  American  agriculture. 
Not  just  sugar.  Some  of  the  issues  are  the 
same,  but  every  day  we  face  new  and 
more  complex  rules,  regulations  costs, 
etc.  that  are  not  helping  the  farmer's 
bottom  line.  Again,  this  is  not  just  a 
problem  for  sugar  farmers.  It  is  a  prob- 
lem for  all  farmers. 

I  and  the  staff  of  the  League  are  here 
to  work  for  those  of  you  who  make  up 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry.  I  was 
charged  with  the  responsibility,  as  Presi- 
dent and  General  Manager,  to  do  what- 
ever possible  to  keep  you  in  business.  I 
am  doing  all  in  my  power  and  ability 
and,  with  the  help  and  support  of  the 


Board,  staff  and  others,  I  will  continue  to 
do  just  that.  I  by  myself  can  only  do  so 
much.  Without  the  support  of  you,  the 
growers  and  processors,  "united,"  I  can- 
not continue  to  be  successful.  It  is  always 
easy  to  find  things  to  complain  about 
and  to  find  a  fault  with  what  is  being 
done.  It  takes  a  lot  better  person  to  rec- 
ognize that  we  will  have  problems  and 
that  everything  will  not  go  as  we  would 
always  wish.  But,  it  is  imperative  that 


we  in  this  industry  stick  together,  uni- 
fied, to  resolve  those  problems.  A  di- 
vided industry  makes  for  more  prob- 
lems. I  ask  you  to  support  the  League. 
By  doing  that  you  support  yourself.  The 
entire  issue  is  about  preservation!  And 
there  is  a  part  in  this  "play"  for  each  and 
every  one  of  us.  Let's  give  it  our  best  ef- 
fort. Let's  put  aside  those  petty  differ- 
ences. That  can  only  damage  our 
industry's  efforts  -  Think  about  it! 


Wanted:  ID  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 
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Tractor 
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Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
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Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 


Whoiestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 


High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 

Vernon  Manufacturing,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  2650  •  Parks,  LA  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 


La  Cane 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MANUFACTURING,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  71  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  447-3771  •  Fax:  (504)  447-8404 

TIGER  —  2  Row  Chopper  Harvester 


Available  for  the  1998  Harvest 

Season 

Call  La  Cane  (Jim  Collinson  or 

Ken  Caillouet)  to  Schedule  a 

Video  Presentation  or  For 

More  Information 


FEATURES: 

•  2-Row  Cutting  at  Pour  Rates  of  200  to  300  Tons  Per  Hour 

•  Topping,  Stripping  and  Extracting  Leaves  Before  Chopping  and  Loading 

•  4  Wheel  Drive  (Rubber  Tires) 

•  Base  Cutting  Out  in  Front  of  Running  Gear  to  Help  Prevent  Mud  Induction 
While  Cutting  in  Wet  Conditions 

•  Excellent  Weight  Distribution,  Balance  and  Low  Ground  Baring  Pressure 

•  Green  Cane  Cutting  in  All  Conditions  | 

INCREASE  PROFITS  BY: 

•  Reduced  Operating  Costs 

•  Increased  Cutting  &  Loading  Rates 

•  Reduced  Labor  &  Fuel  Costs 

•  Reduced  Trash  &  Mud  in  Cane 

•  Reduced  Maintenance 
(Less  Equipment  8c  NO  TRACKS) 

•  Higher  C.R.S.  8c  Higher  Tonnage 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 

House  Defeats  Miller-Schumer;  Approves  FY  1999 
Agricultural  Appropriations  Bill 


The  House  rejected,  by  a  258-167 
vote,  an  effort  by  Reps.  Dan 
Miller  (R-FL)  and  Charles 
Schumer  (D-NY)  to  lower  the  loan  rate 
for  raw  cane  and  beet  sugar  by  one  cent 
per  pound.  The  91-vote  margin  was  the 
largest  in  recent  memory  against  an  at- 
tempt to  scale  back  the  federal  sugar 
program,  and  was  an  increase  of  13 
votes  from  last  year's  78- vote  margin.  A 
similar  effort  by  Reps.  Miller  and 
Schumer  last  year  was  rejected  253-175. 
The  most  recent  attempt  marked  the 
third  consecutive  year  Reps.  Miller  and 
Schumer  have  unsuccessfully  attacked 
the  sugar  program. 

Reps.  Miller  and  Schumer  offered 
their  language  as  a  floor  amendment  to 
the  FY  1999  Agriculture  Appropriations 
bill.  The  amendment  sought  to  reduce 
the  loan  rate  to  sugarcane  processors 
from  18  cents  to  17  cents  per  pound,  and 
to  sugar  beet  processors  from  22.9  cents 
to  21.9  cents  per  pound.  Supporters  of 
the  amendment  suggested  that  the  pro- 
posed reduction  represented  only  a 
modest  change  to  the  existing  structure 
of  support,  and  would  not  cause  undue 
harm  to  the  domestic  industry.  Oppo- 
nents, however,  argued  the  amendment 
amounted  to  a  rewriting  of  the  1996 
farm  bill  for  sugar,  and  would  undercut 
struggling  farmers,  destroying  the  sugar 
industry  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
Like  last  year,  the  agriculture  appro- 
priations bill  served  as  a  vehicle  for  at- 
tempts to  revise  programs  for  other 
commodities,  as  well.  Peanut  farmers 


won  a  big  victory  as  an  amendment  to 
reduce  loan  rates  for  their  crop  was 
soundly  defeated.  In  addition,  an 
amendment  attacking  the  crop  insur- 
ance program  for  tobacco  farmers  was 
withdrawn  after  sponsors  were  assured 
their  issue  would  be  addressed  by  the 
larger  tobacco  legislation  currently  be- 
ing considered  by  the  House  leadership. 
Overall,  the  House  approved  a 
spending  bill  that  would  authorize  $55.9 
billion  for  spending  on  agriculture,  rural 
development,  nutrition,  and  related 
agencies. 

USDA  Requests  Public  Comments  to 
Evaluate  FY  1999  Sugar  Tariff-Rate 
Quota 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(USDA)  recently  invited  public  com- 
ments on  the  administration  of  the  FY 
1999  raw  cane  sugar  tariff-rate  quota 
(TRQ).  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Dan 
Glickman  has  proposed  to  extend  for 
another  year  the  current  administrative 
approach  to  managing  the  TRQ.  All 
comments  were  due  by  June  24. 

In  September  1996  the  USDA  an- 
nounced a  new  system  for  administer- 
ing the  TRQ.  Under  the  new  approach, 
the  USDA  calculates  the  amount  of  im- 
ports to  be  allocated  throughout  the  fis- 
cal year,  based  on  the  most  current  fore- 
casts of  domestic  supply  and  use,  as 
published  in  the  Department's  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Esti- 
mates (WASDE)  report.  The  United 
States  Trade  Representative  then  imme- 


diately  allocates  all  but  600,000  metric 
tons  of  that  amount.  The  remaining 
600,000  tons  are  held  in  reserve  to  be 
allocated  in  three  200,000  ton  blocks  in 
January,  March,  and  May.  However,  if 
the  stocks-to-use  ratio  in  any  of  these 
months  is  above  15.5%,  then  the  200,000 
ton  tranche  for  that  month  is  canceled. 

Last  year,  the  USDA  announced  a 
TRQ  of  1.8  million  metric  tons  (1,984,160 
short  tons,  raw  value)  for  FY  1998.  Of 
that  amount,  1.2  million  metric  tons 
were  allocated  by  the  USTR  on  October 
1,  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  fiscal 
year,  and  the  remaining  600,000  tons 
were  held  in  reserve.  The  scheduled 
200,000  ton  tranche  for  January  was  can- 
celed, however,  since  the  stocks-to-use 
ratio  for  that  month  was  15.7%.  Alloca- 
tions of  the  scheduled  tranches  in  March 
and  May  resulted  in  final  TRQ  alloca- 
tions of  1.6  million  metric  tons  (1,763,698 
short  tons)  for  FY  1998. 

The  USDA  will  announce  a  final  de- 


cision for  raw  cane  imports,  as  well  as 
for  refined  and  specialty  sugars,  as  soon 
as  possible  after  review  of  the  public 
comments. 

July  WASDE  Sees  Slight  Increase  in 
Domestic  Production 

The  USDA  has  issued  the  July 
WASDE  report,  estimating  domestic 
sugar  production  for  1998/99  at  7.945 
million  short  tons,  raw  value,  up  10,000 
tons  from  last  month,  despite  an  appar- 
ent concern  for  dryness  in  the  southern 
cane  areas.  The  expected  increase  is  due 
to  new  acreage  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley 
of  Texas.  Projections  for  Louisiana  were 
unchanged  from  June  at  1.275  million 
short  tons.  Florida  was  also  unchanged 
at  1.860  million  short  tons.  Imports  of 
non-quota  sugar  have  been  lower  than 
earlier  expectations,  resulting  in  a  20,000 
ton  reduction  in  domestic  supply  esti- 
mates. Final  stocks-to-use  ratio  for  1997/ 
98  is  calculated  to  be  14.2%. 


SUGAR  STUDENTS 


American  Sugar  Cane  League  Agronomist  Windeil  Jackson  explains  the  growing  cycle  of  sugarcane 
to  Iberia  Parish  third  graders  attending  the  Ag  Week  Program  held  at  the  LSU  Agriculture  Center's 
Iberia  Research  Station. 
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Delta  Chemicals 

Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 

Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (318)  367-8233 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  New  Double  Metered  Design  * 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  • 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

*  Stainless  Steel  Hoppers  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Also  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave. 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)942-8180 


Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about... 
I     financing  to  buy  land  or 
1     improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve  land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 


LAND  BANK 


Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 
Opelousas  Port  Allen 

(318)  942-1461        (504)  344-2691 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


lit. 


m 


ill 
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Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 


First  South  PCA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 
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Andy  Andolsek 

Thibodaux 


GOODYEAR  RADIAL  NO-RISK  OFFER 

Buy  a  pair  of  Goodyear  Tractor  Radials  now.  If,  after  90  days 

from  the  day  of  mounting,  you  are  not  completely  satisfied 

with  the  performance  of  these  tires,  we  will  remove  them  and 

replace  them  with  new  Goodyear  bias  ply  tires  of  like  size 

and  ply  rating  and  will  credit  you  with  the  difference.  hmfeui 

Just  give  us  a  call 

for  tire  repair 
or  reptocemBtit 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256-1  269    Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 

Pager  -  (504)  435-4234 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Variety  Recommendations  -  Extreme  Dry  Weather  --  Billets 


The  variety  recommendations 
mentioned  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Sugar  Bulletin  have  now  been 
distributed  by  the  Cooperative  Exten- 
sion Service.  This  publication  contains 
information  concerning  planting  of  the 
recommended  varieties  that  has  been 
collected  by  scientists  with  the  USDA, 
LSU  and  ASCL.  All  growers  should  have 
and  use  a  copy  of  these  recommenda- 
tions as  they  contain  all  available  infor- 
mation about  the  varieties  currently  rec- 
ommended for  planting  along  with  vari- 
ous planting  practices. 

As  all  growers  now  realize,  LCP  85- 
384  is  the  leading  commercial  variety  in 
yield.  Those  growers  able  to  harvest  this 
variety,  which  tends  to  lodge  badly,  find 
themselves  planting  as  much  acreage  of 
it  as  possible.  Growers  who  still  utilize 
older  soldier  machines  may  have  great 
difficulty  harvesting  heavy  tonnage 
fields  of  this  variety  and  should  be  care- 
ful about  expanding  it  too  much.  For 
those  growers  who  will  be  planting  only 
limited  acreage  of  LCP  85-384,  there  are 
seven  other  varieties  currently  recom- 
mended. In  order  to  help  growers  decide 
where  each  variety  best  fits  into  a  farm 
plan,  the  following  chart  has  been  pre- 
pared. The  League  has  provided  a  simi- 
lar chart  the  last  few  years  and  growers 
have  continued  to  request  that  we  pre- 
pare this  chart.  It  should  be  noted  that 
for  each  variety,  important  positive  and 
negative  characteristics  are  listed  along 
with  the  soil  type  on  the  farm  that  the 


variety  is  best  suited  to.  Because  a  par- 
ticular soil  type  is  listed  for  each  variety 
does  not  mean  that  the  variety  does  not 
grow  well  in  other  soils,  but  only  that  the 
variety's  characteristics  make  it  prefer- 
able for  the  listed  soil  type(s).  An  ex- 
ample is  CP  72-370  which  is  listed  as  best 
grown  on  heavy  or  mixed  soil.  This  does 
not  mean  that  CP  72-370  does  not  grow 
well  on  light  soil,  but  only  that  because 
of  its  early  maturity  and  lack  of  cold  tol- 
erance, it  should  be  harvested  early 
which  is  normally  done  in  the  heavy  and 
mixed  soils.  The  chart  is  based  upon  in- 
formation in  the  1998  Sugarcane  Plant- 
ing Recommendations  and  Suggestions 
for  Louisiana  Sugarcane  Producers,  as 
published  by  the  LSU  AG  Center,  LA 
Cooperative  Extension  Center. 

This  best  use  guide  should  serve 
only  as  a  general  guide  of  where  variet- 
ies should  best  fit  into  your  overall  farm 
plan.  Each  grower  should  always  take 
into  account  all  of  the  factors  on  their 
specific  farm  that  might  affect  yields  and 
make  a  planting  decision  based  upon 
that  information  and  the  characteristics 
of  each  variety. 

The  importance  of  healthy  seed  cane 
cannot  be  over-emphasized.  An  effective 
healthy  seed  program  will  provide  the 
best  chance  of  achieving  maximum 
yields  from  your  farming  operation. 
Follow  the  recommendations  with  re- 
gard to  a  healthy  seed  program  and  uti- 
lize disease  diagnosis  procedures  where 
applicable. 


II 


Growers  should  remember  that  the 
planting  operation  is  not  complete  until 
an  effective  herbicide  program  is  fol- 
lowed. These  chemicals  work  best  when 
applied  soon  after  planting  and  before 
weeds  begin  to  emerge. 

As  all  growers  are  already  aware, 
conditions  at  planting  time  will  affect 
the  resulting  yields  for  the  entire  crop 


cycle.  Don't  rush  into  planting  by  hav- 
ing a  poorly  prepared  seed  bed  and 
wind  up  with  a  poor  job  that  will  nega- 
tively impact  yields  for  the  entire  crop 
cycle.  Follow  the  advice  that  most  fa- 
thers have  given  their  sons  at  one  time  or 
another;  take  the  time  to  do  the  job  right 
the  first  time  and  avoid  having  to  waste 
time  correcting  a  sloppy  job. 


A  BEST-USE  GUIDE  TO  THE  RECOMMENDED  VARIETIE 

S 

Variety 

Characteristics  to  Consider 
Positive                Negative 

Best  Soil  Type 

CP72-370 

Maturity 

Stalk  Cold  Tol. 
Herbicides 

Heavy 

Mixed 

CP79-318 

Maturity 
Stubbling 

Stalk  Cold  Tol. 
Harvestability 

Heavy 

Mixed 



LCP82-89 

Harvestability 
Maturity 

RSD 
Leaf  Scald 

Heavy 

Mixed 

Light 

LCP85-384 

Stubbling 
Maturity 
Stalk  Cold  Tol. 

Borers 
Harvestability 

Heavy 

Mixed 

Light 

HoCP85-845 

Harvestability 
Maturity 
Stalk  Cold  Tol. 

RSD,  Leaf  Scald 
Bull  Shoots 

Heavy 

Mixed 

Light 

CP70-321 

Stalk  Cold  Tol. 
Maturity 

Heavy  Soil  Vigor 
Stubbling 

.._ 

Mixed 

Light 

LHo83-153 

Borer  Resistance 
Stubbling 
Stalk  Cold  Tol. 

Maturity 
Harvestability 

Mixed 

Light 

LCP86-454 

Borer  Resistance 
Harvestability 

Stands 
Shading 
Stalk  Cold  Tol. 

___ 

Mixed 

Light 

Extreme  Dry  Weather 

The  reduced  number  of  rainy  days 
during  the  early  spring  has  continued 
into  the  summer.  While  a  dry  April/ 
May  is  often  good  for  tillering,  drought 
during  the  growing  months  of  June  to 
September  takes  away  from  potential 
yield.  This  has  been  the  case  during  1998 
with  only  one-half  of  normal  rainfall  in 
many  parts  of  the  cane  belt  during  June. 
Finally,  rain  is  beginning  to  fall  in  mid 
July  throughout  most  of  the  belt.  Plant 


cane  has  been  growing  fairly  well  in 
sandy  soils  throughout  the  belt  but  has 
suffered  in  black  land  fields.  Stubble 
fields  have  been  growing  much  more 
slowly  and  in  some  places  is  no  more 
than  two  to  three  feet  tall  by  July  15. 
While  most  fields  have  a  good  to  very 
good  population,  height  is  now  short  for 
many  growers  in  the  belt.  Now  that  rain 
is  beginning  to  fall,  healthy  cane  is  start- 
ing to  respond.  However,  unhealthy 
cane  or  cane  planted  in  soils  that  cause 


12 


more  stress,  is  responding  much  more 
slowly.  There  is  still  some  question 
whether  the  badly  stunted  fields  will 
begin  to  grow  at  all. 

In  any  one  growing  season,  there  are 
normally  an  average  number  of  good 
growing  days,  an  average  number  of 
mediocre  growing  days  and  an  average 
number  of  poor  growing  days.  The 
number  of  good  growing  days  during 
the  remainder  of  the  season  will  deter- 
mine what  is  the  loss  that  will  have  been 
experienced  during  this,  the  driest  late 
spring/early  summer  on  record.  Good 
growing  days  can  be  characterized  by 
strong  sunlight  conditions  when  ad- 
equate moisture  and  nutrients  are  avail- 
able without  competition  or  stress  fac- 
tors. 

An  examination  of  growing  seasons 
over  the  last  few  decades  would  indicate 
that  late  summer  droughts  tend  to  have 
a  more  severe  effect  than  early  summer 
droughts.  This  was  certainly  the  case  in 
1963  which  stood  as  a  high  yield  record 
for  twenty  years.  Lloyd  Lauden  wrote  in 
a  later  Sugar  Bulletin  article  that  due  to 
the  dry  weather  during  the  spring  of 
1963,  "it  would  have  been  easy  to  burn 
fields  in  middle  June."  It  will  be  later  this 
year  before  the  final  results  of  1998's 
May /June  drought  become  apparent. 

As  a  result  of  the  mild  winter,  sugar- 
cane borer  pressure  was  expected  to  be 
greater  than  in  past  years.  However,  the 
extreme  dry  weather  has  reduced  the 
impact  of  the  borer.  Some  acreage  has 
been  treated  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
belt.  With  the  large  acreage  planted  to 
the  susceptible  variety  LCP85-384,  the 
expectation  is  that  there  will  continue  to 
be  some  borer  treatments  throughout 
the  summer. 

Billets 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin 
is  an  article  on  billet  planting  research 


led  by  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy  of  the  Plant  Pathol- 
ogy Department  at  LSU.  This  paper 
summarizes  the  billet  research  that  has 
been  conducted  to  date,  including 
chemicals  to  protect  the  billets,  fall  fer- 
tilization, and  physical  methods  to  re- 
duce billet  damage. 

It  should  be  noted  that  billets  are  not 
recommended  for  planting  since  data 
still  indicates  that  whole  stalk  plantings 
are  generally  superior  to  billets.  How- 
ever, there  are  some  growers  that  intend 
to  plant  billets  whether  they  are  recom- 
mended or  not. 

If  growers  are  to  plant  billets  then 
they  should  at  least  consider  the  data 
collected  to  date  and  plant  them  in  such 
a  way  as  to  reduce  the  risk  involved. 
This  would  generally  involve  planting 
in  areas  with  the  least  amount  of  stress. 
This  includes  drainage,  drought  suscep- 
tibility, grass  competition,  fertilization 
requirements,  and  other  factors  which 
could  cause  billets  to  suffer  where  whole 
stalks  could  more  easily  survive.  Grow- 
ers should  understand  that  planting  bil- 
lets is  not  a  recommended  practice.  Re- 
search from  many  years  ago  demon- 
strated that  stand  failures  are  probable. 
Recent  research  has  not  shown  devastat- 
ing results  such  as  that  found  earlier,  but 
only  a  limited  number  of  winter  seasons 
have  been  experienced  in  these  more 
modern  tests.  Recent  winters  have  been 
rather  mild  which  might  partially  ex- 
plain the  adequate  stands  seen  in  recent 
billet  tests. 

On  the  other  hand,  LCP  85-384  may 
be  more  adaptable  to  billet  planting  than 
older  varieties.  This  will  only  be  learned 
after  more  extensive  testing  over  a  wider 
range  of  climates  and  field  conditions. 
For  this  reason,  researchers  are  eager  to 
see  growers  plant  small  areas  of  billets  to 
learn  as  much  about  billet  planting  with 
newer  varieties  in  as  short  a  period  as 
possible. 
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WEED  CONTROL  AT  PLANTING 

Get  an  Early  Jump  on  Itchgrass  and  Other  Tough 
Weeds  with  PROWL  Herbicide. 

Growers  are  planting  sugarcane  earlier  than  ever.  This  can  allow  weeds  to 
germinate  and  establish  if  fields  are  left  untreated  at  the  time  of  planting.  Since 
itchgrass  is  an  annual  grass,  it  can  be  eliminated  from  your  sugarcane 
fields  if  you  can  stop  it  from  producing  seed.  For  best  results  treat  your  fields 
with  PROWL  at  planting,  in  the  spring,  and  again  at  layby. 

Use  PROWL  as  the  base  for  your  grass  weed  control  program  to  control  itchgrass, 
seedling  johnsongrass,  browntop  panicum,  and  annual  grass. 


Planted  Sugarcane  Fields: 

Preemergence  Chemical  Options: 

-  Rate/Acre  36  Inch  Band  - 

Herbicide                                                         Light 

Medium  -  Heavy 

Tank  Mixes                                                     Soil 

Soils 

(Itchgrass,  Seedling  Johmongj-ass,  Browntop  Panicum,  Annual  Greases,  Morningglory,  Wintergrass 

and  Winter  Broadleaves.) 

1. 

PROWL                                           2  qts. 

2  qts. 

+Sinbar                                       %lb. 

Va  lb. 

*  Aides  in  Bermudagrass  Suppression 

Z 

PROWL                                        2  qts. 

2  qts. 

+Lexone/Sencor                         3A  lb. 

y4ib. 

3. 

PROWL                                          2  qts. 

2  qts. 

+Atrazine                                    2  qts. 

2  qts. 

(Browntop  Panicum,  Seedling  Johnsongrass,  Annual  Grasses,  Morningglory,  Wintergrass  and 

Winter  Broadleaves.) 

1. 

PROWL                                           1.5  qts. 

1.5  qts. 

+Sinbar                                      %  lb. 

3/4  lb. 

*  Aides  in  Bermudagrass  Suppression 

2. 

PROWL                                           1.5  qts. 

1.5  qts. 

+Lexone/Sencor                         3A  lb. 

%  lb. 

3. 

PROWL                                          1.5  qts. 

1.5  qts. 

+Atrazine                                    2  qts. 

2  ats. 

Sencor  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Bayer  Corporation. 
Sinbar  and  Lexone  are  registered  trademarks  of  Du  Pont 
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Prowl  should  be 

the  tank  mix  ^^   Marc  A.  Grabert 

partner  for  grass  in  Sales  Representative 

your  sugarcane  Office:  (504)  927-9331 

weed  control  Pager:  (504)  352-5709 

program. 

*  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions 
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Thimet  20G  for  Wireworms  at  Planting 

Protect  Your  Planting  Investment! 

Use  Thimet  20G  soil  insecticide  as  a  Wireworm  preventive 

because  once  you  have  a  problem  there  is  no  cure! 

Planting  is  one  of  the  most  critical  times  in  your  sugarcane  operation. 

This  stand  of  cane  will  be  with  you  for  the  next  3-4  years. 


Tve  used  THIMET  for  the  past  3  years.  I  see  a  better 

stand  of  cane  with  Thimet,  and  I  get  a  better  yield  It 

helps  to  control  wireworms. " 

Pat  Accardo,  Franklin,  LA 

Awarded  Master  Sugarcane  Farmer  of  SL  Mary 

Parish  in  1997  with  6,722.1  pounds  of  sugar  per 

acre  on  1,126  acres. 


Charles  G.  Landry 

Charles  G.  Landry  and  Sons  Farm 

46  year  sugarcane  grower 

Uses    Prowl   &  Thimet   20G    in    1,900   acre 

sugarcane  operation. 

4  out  of  5  time  winner  of  the  West  Baton  Rouge 

Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award. 

Bayou  Goula,  LA 


S1SK 


.«■■    \ 


Chad  G.  Hanks 

Advanced  Agriculture,  Inc. 

Uses    Prowl    &   Thimet    20G    in    3,000    acre 

sugarcane  operation. 

Lake  Charles,  LA 


Wm^ 


mm 
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"We  get  increased  yields  due  to  using  Thimet  20G. 
We  never  thought  we  had  a  wireworm  problem  until 
we  did  a  checkl  We  now  use  Thimet  20G  on  all  our 
plant  cane  and  it  has  a  tremendous  effect  on  our 
yields." 
Kerry  Freyou 
Freyou  Brothers,  Inc. 
New  Iberia,  LA 


For  questions,  contact  American  Cyanamid: 
Marc  A.  Grabert 
(504)  927-9331 

*  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions 


> 
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THIMgT 

Lock'n  Load 
Close  Handling  System 
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THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  Cl 


CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    \^  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

DonaldsonvSllc  ThSbodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


Transportation  Remains  A  Hot  Topic 


Legislators  returned  home  from  the 
recent  session  and  are  already 
making  plans  for  next  year.  So  far, 
two  House  Resolutions  have  been  filed 
for  the  1999  Regular  Session  that  will 
affect  the  sugar  industry.  The  first  is  a 
resolution  to  study  special  permits  is- 
sued by  the  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion and  Development  (DOTD).  The 
other  resolution  addresses  the  size  and 
weight  limits  currently  allowed  on  the 
state  highway  system. 

Recent  attacks  on  the  sugar  industry 
by  DOTD  say  that  the  100,000  pound 
weight  limit  allowed  on  state  highways 
is  a  major  contributing  factor  to  our  de- 
teriorating roads.  It  is  no  surprise  that 
the  two-abovementioned  resolutions 
have  already  been  filed  for  next  year. 
More  importantly,  the  1999  Regular  Ses- 
sion can  address  any  issue  other  than 
those  of  a  fiscal  nature.  We  can  expect 
several  bills  aimed  at  increasing  registra- 
tion fees  and  lowering  weight  limits. 

Those  individuals  and  groups  who 
are  seeking  to  lower  weight  limits  will 
monitor  the  upcoming  harvest  season 
very  closely.  It  is  important  that  the 


sugar  industry  take  a  proactive  position 
by  "policing"  itself.  Attempts  to  revoke 
this  privilege  will  be  much  easier  to 
counter  if  there  is  a  good  record  of  com- 
pliance. 

With  that  in  mind,  the  federal  ISTEA 
bill  passed  with  language  allowing  the 
state  to  issue  special  permits  for  hauling 
sugarcane  on  interstates  at  a  100,000 
pound  GVW.  This  is  especially  impor- 
tant to  those  farmers  in  central  and 
southwest  Louisiana.  The  state  is  not  ob- 
ligated to  issue  these  permits,  but  we  are 
currently  working  with  DOTD  to  expe- 
dite the  process. 

Railroad  Infrastructure 

In  the  last  Sugar  Bulletin,  we  re- 
ported that  the  state  has  granted  $2.9 
million  to  assist  in  improving  railroad 
infrastructure  to  haul  sugarcane.  These 
funds  are  currently  moving  through  the 
lengthy  Capital  Outlay  process.  If  all 
goes  according  to  plan,  this  project 
should  be  given  a  line  of  credit  in  late 
August. 

We  will  keep  members  informed  as 
developments  occur. 
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"For  Proven  Performance  &  Durability" 
FOLLOW  THE  LEADER! 


The  QUALITY  Hi  Dump  Cane  Wagon 


QUALITY'S  Low  Profile  Billet  Cane  Trailer 


Tony  Collinson 
Sales 


Xxvtnuwe 

information 

give  ltd  a  cad! 


(504)  447-4021 
(800)  447-8403 
(504)  447-4028-Fax 


"uaUhf 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
118  West  Main  Street 


18 


^There's  Something  for  Everyone 


•  Sugar  Cookery 

•  Hi  Yield  Sugar  Cane  Awards 

•  Sugar  Cane  Growers  Parade 
Farmer's  Day  >^£ 

•  Fais-Do-Do  ///' 
*  Brown  Bag  Concert     Iff 

>  Boat  Parade  /  7 

Children's  Parade     /  / 
Street  Fair  s 

Flower  "      'I' 

Art,  and  / 

Photography!  i         \ 
Shows  |l 

•  And  \ 
much  v\ 
more  v 
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President's  Message 

Louisiana  Division 


Herman  Waguespack,  Jr. 

American  Sugar  Cane  League 

of  the  U.S.A..  Inc. 

On  behalf  of  the  membership  of 
the  Louisiana  Division  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar 
Cane  Technologists,  I  express  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Florida  Division  for  host- 
ing the  Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Joint 
Meeting  in  St.  Petersburg  Beach,  Florida. 
I  am  confident  that  this  year's  meeting 
will  again  encourage  a  healthy  exchange 
of  ideas  and  technology  for  the  progress 
of  the  U.S.  sugarcane  industry. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  report 
on  Louisiana's  record-breaking  produc- 
tion during  1997.  A  total  of  12,019,441 
tons  of  cane  were  ground  by  19  factories 
producing  1,275,000  tons  of  sugar,  raw 
value.  This  marked  the  fourth  year  of 
sugar  production  over  1  million  tons. 
Approximately  380,000  acres  were  har- 
vested for  sugar  providing  a  phenom- 
enal state  average  yield  of  31.8  gross 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  and  6,710  pounds 
of  sugar  per  acre. 

To  what  do  we  owe  the  successful 
season?  Most  will  agree  that  several  fac- 
tors played  an  important  role  in  this 
record-setting  yield.  Much  credit  can  be 
given  to  the  good  weather  conditions 
during  the  growing  season,  with  no 
major  tropical  storms  to  upset  the  crop. 
A  drier  than  normal  harvest  period  al- 
lowed growers  to  capture  the  yield  pro- 
duced in  the  field  without  bringing  in 
too  much  mud  to  the  factories.  So  again, 
Mother  Nature  has  greatly  influenced 
the  outcome.  But,  let  us  not  forget  the 


decades  of  concerted  effort  dedicated  to 
breeding  and  selecting  varieties  adapted 
to  our  environment  and  the  improve- 
ment of  management  practices  needed 
to  take  advantage  of  the  growing  condi- 
tions. Research  conducted  cooperatively 
by  state,  federal  and  industry  scientists 
has  evolved  into  an  integrated  system  of 
varieties,  cultural  practices,  pest  man- 
agement, as  well  as  harvest  and  process- 
ing technology  to  continuously  improve 
our  efficiency  as  an  industry.  Increased 
efficiency  has  been  foremost  in  the 
minds  of  industry  leaders  who  recog- 
nize that  proper  implementation  of  the 
latest  technology  available  is  vital  to  the 
future  success  of  the  sugarcane  industry. 

Whether  the  technology  is  classed  as 
futuristic  or  conventional,  the  long  term 
goals  of  the  industry  must  be  kept  in 
mind.  The  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry 
has  actively  supported  research  to  im- 
prove both  field  production  and  raw 
sugar  processing.  While  a  small,  but  sig- 
nificant portion  of  funds  are  used  to  ex- 
plore high  risk  research  such  as  biotech- 
nology, traditional  techniques  of  variety 
improvement  through  the  use  of  wild 
germplasm  are  yielding  enormous  ben- 
efits. In  search  of  disease  resistance  we 
have  also  found  increased  yield  and 
stubbling  ability.  What  a  better  tribute  to 
the  researchers  we  have  come  to  rely  on 
for  our  very  existence  as  an  industry! 
The  enterprising  individuals  that  have 
focused  on  progress  have  laid  the 
groundwork.  It  is  up  to  each  of  us  to 
continue  to  provide  leadership  and  thus 
maintain  a  competitive  edge. 

While  the  ongoing  investigations  of 
alternate  uses  for  sucrose  and  co-prod- 
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ucts  are  encouraging,  research  on  raw 
sugar  processing  continues  to  focus  on 
factory  efficiency.  Utilization  of  com- 
puter technology  is  being  looked  upon 
to  reduce  milling  costs  by  factory  auto- 
mation and  reduction  of  labor  require- 
ments. Sugar  losses  during  processing 
continues  to  be  of  concern  especially  in 
light  of  combine  harvested  cane  sup- 
plies. As  many  are  aware,  the  Louisiana 
sugar  industry  is  in  a  time  of  transition. 
Few  changes  have  ever  had  as  great  an 
impact  on  the  productivity  of  the  Loui- 
siana sugar  industry  as  the  concurrent 
acceptance  of  LCP  85-384  along  with  the 
combine  harvest  system.  Within  a  few 
short  years  this  new,  high  yielding  vari- 
ety has  been  expanded  onto  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  state's  acreage.  Along 
with  this  variety  shift,  combine  harvest- 
ers have  gained  acceptance  such  that 
approximately  half  of  the  1997  crop  was 
combine  harvested.  Along  with  these 
changes  there  are  many  opportunities 
for  research  to  guide  the  industry  in  the 
right  direction  to  assure  that  increased 
productivity  equates  to  increased  profit- 
ability. Some  of  the  present  challenges 
include  billet  planting,  row  configura- 
tion and  cultivation,  residue  manage- 
ment, accurate  cane  quality  determina- 
tions, and  coordination  of  wholestalk 
and  combine  deliveries. 

Issues  in  the  legislative  arena  con- 
tinue to  challenge  our  industry.  Since  the 
signing  of  the  1996  farm  bill  there  has 
been  talk  of  the  year  2003  and  the  fact 
that  there  may  not  be  another  farm  bill  to 
replace  this  one.  Will  this  really  happen? 
Your  guess  is  as  good  as  mine.  But,  what 
is  certain  is  that  trade  issues  reverberat- 
ing from  the  NAFTA  and  GATT  com- 
pacts continue  to  take  new  meaning.  As 
Mexico  and  its  neighbors  to  the  south 
ready  themselves  for  "open"  borders,  a 
close  watch  must  also  be  kept  on  the 
Cuban  situation  as  well  as  the  push  by 
other  sugar  producing  South  American 


countries  that  want  inclusion  in  the 
NAFTA.  The  commercial  users  of  sugar 
continue  their  pursuit  of  eliminating 
what  is  left  of  the  sugar  program.  They 
have  enlisted  the  environmental  groups 
as  was  witnessed  last  year  with  the 
sugar  tax  in  Florida.  They  are  now  con- 
ducting grass  root  letter  writing  cam- 
paigns against  our  supporters,  nation- 
wide, who  are  up  for  re-election.  The 
politics  of  sugar  is  no  longer  an  every 
four  to  five  year  battle,  it  has  now  be- 
come an  annual  affair  with  no  signs  of 
slowing  down. 

As  increased  production  costs  con- 
tinue to  erode  profit  margins,  the  indus- 
try is  faced  with  ever  increasing  regula- 
tions on  pesticide  usage,  highway  trans- 
port, air  and  water  quality  issues,  solid 
waste  concerns  and  a  host  of  other  re- 
lated matters.  How  can  real  progress  be 
made  when  a  significant  portion  of  time 
and  money  is  spent  trying  to  satisfy  con- 
cerns based  on  public  sentiment  instead 
of  sound  scientific  fact?  Perhaps  now, 
more  than  ever,  long  term  research  goals 
must  be  clearly  defined  and  accountabil- 
ity for  our  limited  resources  of  time,  tal- 
ent and  treasure  is  a  must.  Defining  and 
implementing  a  course  of  action  for  the 
industry  to  thrive,  not  merely  survive,  in 
a  global  economy  is  perhaps  the  greatest 
challenge  of  the  day.  We  must  all  focus, 
communicate,  cooperate  and  coordinate 
for  the  future! 

Finding  solutions  to  the  many  prob- 
lems that  face  the  industry  is  not  an  easy 
task.  Providing  answers  on  a  timely  ba- 
sis is  even  more  difficult.  The  impor- 
tance of  technology  transfer  through 
meetings  such  as  this  one  and  various 
extension  related  activities  should  not  be 
underestimated.  Cooperation  and  com- 
munication remain  integral  parts  of  the 
sugar  industry.  May  we  always  be  will- 
ing to  do  both  and  may  the  information 
learned  contribute  to  the  continued  suc- 
cess of  the  sugarcane  industry. 
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Billet  Planting  Research 
Results  from  1997 


By  Jeff  Hoy 
and  Charley  Richard 

Research  on  billet  planting  is  ex- 
panding rapidly  along  with  com- 
bine use  in  the  industry.  Field  re- 
search using  machine-cut  billets  has 
been  conducted  for  the  last  three  grow- 
ing seasons.  Results  comparing  billet 
and  whole  stalk  planting  were  obtained 
from  one  field  experiment  in  second 
stubble,  two  experiments  in  first  stubble, 
and  11  experiments  in  plant  cane.  The 
field  experiments  examined  the  effects 
of  various  treatments  including  variet- 
ies, locations,  planting  dates,  starter  fer- 
tilizer, fungicides,  organic  amendments, 
and  a  new  type  of  chemical  called  a  re- 
sistance inducer.  In  addition,  an  experi- 
ment was  conducted  to  determine  the 
effects  of  combine  harvester  settings  on 
the  type  and  amounts  of  physical  dam- 
age to  billets. 

The  first  experiment  planted  with 
machine-cut  billets  was  completed 
through  second  stubble.  The  yield  re- 
sults for  all  three  years  of  the  crop  cycle 
are  presented  in  Table  1.  Three  varieties, 
CP  70-321,  LCP  82-89,  and  CP  85-800, 
were  planted  as  billets  or  whole  stalks.  A 
major  decrease  in  yield  occurred  in  sec- 
ond stubble  for  CP  70-321  and  LCP  82-89 
in  both  billet  and  whole  stalk  plantings. 
Differences  can  be  detected  between 
sugarcane  varieties  for  most  types  of 
traits,  and  this  experiment  revealed  that 
differences  exist  among  varieties  in  tol- 
erance to  billet  planting.  Yields  in  billet 


and  whole  stalk  plantings  of  LCP  82-89 
were  comparable.  Whereas,  overall 
yields  of  CP  85-800  were  higher  in  whole 
stalk  plantings,  and  yields  of  CP  70-321 
were  markedly  lower  in  billet  plantings. 
These  findings  are  of  additional  interest 
because  they  do  not  support  the  idea 
that  the  varietal  characteristic  of  early 
vigorous  growth  would  be  consistently 
linked  to  superior  performance  in  billet 
planting.  CP  85-800  is  a  variety  that  ex- 
hibits extreme  early  vigor,  while  LCP  82- 
89  has  the  characteristic  of  slow  early 
growth. 

The  results  from  the  two  first  stubble 
experiments  (Tables  2  and  3)  were  vari- 
able. Yields  of  whole  stalk  planted  CP 
70-321  were  higher  than  billets  in  both 
seasons  at  this  location  with  heavy  clay 
soil  in  St.  Mary  Parish.  A  major  decrease 
in  yield  occurred  in  first  stubble,  par- 
ticularly in  CP  70-321.  In  contrast,  the 
yields  of  billet-planted  rows  were  higher 
in  plant  cane  and  first  stubble  in  silt 
loam  soil  at  the  location  in  Pointe 
Coupee  Parish.  The  yields  of  LCP  85-384 
were  higher  both  years  in  the  whole 
stalk  planting  in  St.  Mary  Parish.  In 
Pointe  Coupee  Parish,  the  plant  cane 
yield  for  LCP  85-384  was  higher  in  the 
whole  stalk  planting;  however,  the  yield 
of  the  billet  planting  increased  in  first 
stubble  and  was  similar  to  the  whole 
stalk  planting.  As  we  reported  last  year, 
eight  fungicides  were  applied  at  plant- 
ing, but  none  of  the  treatments  increased 
yield. 

Plant  cane  results  were  obtained 
from  11  experiments  during  1997.  A 
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large  experiment  was  conducted  in 
Pointe  Coupee  Parish  comparing  the 
effects  of  fungicides  and  starter  fertilizer 
(15-45-45)  on  billet  and  whole  stalk 
plantings  of  CP  70-321  and  LCP  85-384. 
Overall  yields  of  LCP  85-384  were 
higher  for  whole  stalk  plantings 
whether  fertilizer  was  applied  or  not. 
When  no  fertilizer  was  applied,  whole 
stalk  planting  yield  was  higher  for  CP 
70-321,  but  when  fertilizer  was  applied, 
yields  of  whole  stalk  and  billet  plantings 
were  the  same.  Three  fungicides, 
Quadris,  Ridomil,  and  Tilt  were  applied 
at  planting  by  spraying  cane  in  the 
planting  furrow.  Tilt  was  applied  at  two 
rates  and  in  combination  with  Ridomil. 
Each  chemical  also  was  applied  with 
and  without  an  adjuvant.  Ridomil  in- 
creased spring  shoot  population  in  CP 
70-321,  but  no  fungicide  treatment  had 
any  effect  on  yield  of  either  variety. 

Another  experiment  was  conducted 
at  the  same  location  in  a  separate  field.  A 
new  type  of  chemical  known  as  a  resis- 
tance inducer  was  applied  to  emerged 
shoots  of  billet  planted  LCP  85-384  to 
determine  if  it  would  reduce  stalk  rot 
severity  and  increase  yield.  Spring  shoot 
population  and  yield  were  not  increased 
by  chemical  treatment  in  this  test. 

LCP  85-384  was  planted  as  billets 
and  whole  stalks  on  two  different  dates 
in  the  same  field  on  a  farm  in  Rapides 
Parish.  Tilt  was  applied  to  billets  as  they 
emerged  from  the  planter,  while  others 
were  planted  without  treatment  on  the 
August  13  planting  date,  and  all  billets 
were  treated  on  the  August  23  planting 
date.  Early  planting  did  not  result  in 
higher  yields  from  billet  planting.  The 
highest  yields  were  obtained  from  billets 
planted  August  23.  Yield  from  the  whole 
stalk  planting  was  higher  than  from  the 
untreated  billet  planting  on  August  13. 
However,  the  yield  from  billets  was  in- 
creased by  Tilt  treatment  and  was  not 


significantly  different  from  the  yield 
obtained  from  whole  stalks.  For  the 
August  23  planting  date,  the  millable 
stalk  population  was  higher  for  the  bil- 
let than  the  whole  stalk  planting,  but  the 
tonnage  and  sugar  per  acre  yields  for 
both  planting  types  were  not  signifi- 
cantly different. 

Billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  was 
compared  for  CP  70-321  and  LCP  82-89 
with  and  without  Ridomil  treatment  at  a 
location  in  Iberville  Parish.  In  this  ex- 
periment, yields  for  billet  and  whole 
stalk  plantings  were  the  same  for  both 
varieties.  Ridomil  treatment  had  no  ef- 
fect on  yield. 

Two  additional  experiments  were 
conducted  in  Iberville  Parish;  however, 
only  millable  stalk  population  counts 
were  obtained  from  these  tests.  At  one 
location,  stalk  population  was  higher  in 
billet  than  in  whole  stalk  plantings  of 
LCP  85-384.  Four  fungicides,  Bayleton, 
Folicur,  Ridomil,  and  Tilt,  were  applied 
with  and  without  crop  oil.  No  fungicide 
treatment  increased  yield.  At  the  other 
location,  stalk  populations  were  the 
same  for  billet  and  whole  stalk  plantings 
of  CP  70-321,  LCP  82-89,  and  LCP  85- 
384.  Bayleton,  Folicur,  and  Ridomil  were 
applied  to  billets.  Ridomil  increased 
yield  and  Bayleton  reduced  yield  for 
two  of  three  varieties. 

Three  experiments  were  conducted 
at  the  Sugar  Research  Station.  In  the  first 
experiment,  machine-cut  billets  and 
whole  stalks  were  collected  on  a  com- 
mercial farm  and  transported  to  St. 
Gabriel.  Two  varieties,  CP  70-321  and 
LCP  85-384,  were  planted  with  fungi- 
cide treatments  including  Ridomil,  Tilt, 
and  Ridomil  +  Tilt.  Yield  from  the  whole 
stalk  planting  was  higher  than  the  billet 
planting  of  CP  70-321,  and  fungicides 
did  not  significantly  increase  billet 
yields.  The  results  for  LCP  85-384  were 
different.  Tilt  treatment  increased  yield 
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of  the  billet  planting  to  the  same  level  as 
the  whole  stalk  planting.  The  yield  of 
both  these  treatments  was  higher  than 
for  untreated  billets. 

A  second  experiment  compared  the 
effects  of  a  wide  variety  of  chemical 
treatments  on  CP  70-321  billet  planting 
yields  in  a  small  plot  test.  Thirteen  fun- 
gicides including  baking  soda,  Benlate, 
Bravo,  Captan,  Daconil,  Dithane,  Indar, 
Nova,  Ridomil,  Quadris,  Terrachlor,  Tilt, 
and  CGA  173506,  were  applied  as  dip 
treatments  to  provide  the  best  possible 
coverage.  Ridomil  was  applied  in  com- 
bination with  Bravo,  Mancozeb, 
Terrachlor,  and  Tilt  in  dip  treatments 
and  singly  as  a  soil  drench  after  plant- 
ing. Starter  fertilizer,  municipal 
biosolids  and  humic  extract  were  ap- 
plied to  billets  in  the  planting  furrow. 
Resistance  inducer  was  applied  to 
shoots  once  they  were  emerged.  None  of 
the  treatments  increased  millable  stalk 
counts. 

A  third  experiment  compared  the 
effect  of  resistance  inducer  when  ap- 
plied to  standing  cane  before  cutting  for 
seed.  CP  65-357  and  LCP  82-89  were 
treated  then  cut  and  planted  as  billets. 
Resistance  inducer  applied  in  this  fash- 
ion also  did  not  increase  millable  stalk 
population. 

An  experiment  was  conducted  in 
cooperation  with  Mike  Duplantis  of 
Cameco,  Inc.  to  determine  the  effects  of 
different  combine  harvester  settings  on 
billet  characteristics  and  damage.  Ideas 
tested  were:  1.)  that  lowering  the  eleva- 
tor and  rotating  to  a  less  acute  angle 
would  reduce  flexing  and  cracking  of 
the  stalk  rind  when  billets  make  the  turn 
from  the  harvester  onto  the  elevator;  2.) 
that  wrapping  the  structural  supports  at 
the  junction  of  the  base  cutter  shaft  and 
blade  would  reduce  impact  wounds  to 
the  cut  ends  of  billets  entering  the  har- 
vester; 3.)  that  a  lower  engine  speed 


would  reduce  billet  damage;  and  4.)  that 
disconnecting  the  fin-roller  would  re- 
duce impact  wounds.  The  only  billet 
characteristics  significantly  affected  by 
harvester  settings  were  length,  number 
of  damaged  internodes,  and  frequency 
of  flex  wounds.  Fins  could  not  be  re- 
moved from  the  first  roller,  so  the  roller 
was  turned  off.  However,  internode 
damaged  was  increased  because  of  un- 
even feed  and  flow  of  billets  through  the 
harvester  when  it  was  not  operating. 
The  lowest  level  of  flex  wounds  result- 
ing in  cracking  of  the  rind  occurred 
when  the  elevator  was  lower  and  at  a 
less  acute  angle.  Impact  wounds  were 
lowest  when  the  supports  of  the  base 
cutter  were  wrapped. 

Research  initiated  during  1997 

Three  field  experiments  (two  with 
Tilt  treatments  and  one  with  starter  fer- 
tilizer) were  initiated  on  farms  during 
Fall,  1997.  In  addition,  a  planting  made 
with  a  billet  planter  including  fertilizer 
and  Tilt  applications  and  extensive 
plantings  of  billets  on  two  farms  will  be 
monitored  during  1998.  A  set  of  proce- 
dures for  planting  experiments  compar- 
ing billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  was 
prepared  and  provided  to  County 
Agents,  and  multiple  experiments  com- 
paring different  varieties  and  in  some 
cases  fertilizer  and  fungicides  were  es- 
tablished. The  results  obtained  from 
these  experiments  will  provide  valuable 
additional  information. 

Multiple  experiments  were  planted 
at  the  Sugar  Research  Station.  A  small 
plot  experiment  involving  dip  treat- 
ments was  established  to  determine  the 
potential  benefits  of  biological  control, 
physical  barriers,  and  fungicides.  Three 
commercial  preparations  of  biological 
control  agents,  one  experimental 
biocontrol  agent,  two  carbon  substrates 
to  enhance  natural  biological  control, 
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and  one  combination  of  a  biocontrol 
agent  and  a  substrate  were  tested.  Four 
types  of  compounds  called 
"antitranspirants"  that  form  a  coating 
that  will  potentially  serve  as  a  physical 
barrier  to  infection  of  the  billets  also 
were  applied.  Spring  shoot  counts  were 
higher  in  plantings  of  billets  coated  with 
antitranspirants.  Two  small  experiments 
were  planted  to  determine  the  effects  of 
different  levels  and  types  of  billet  dam- 
age on  stand  establishment.  Spring 
shoot  counts  from  plots  planted  with 
split  billets  were  84%  lower  than  counts 
in  plots  planted  with  undamaged  billets, 
and  counts  in  plots  planted  with  billets 
with  impact  and  flex  wounds  were  re- 
duced by  43  and  32%,  respectively. 

Conculsions 

The  results  indicate  that,  over  time, 
the  maximum  yield  will  be  obtained 
with  whole  stalk  planting.  This  finding 
is  not  a  surprise.  The  information  of  in- 
terest is  how  far  off  yields  in  billet 
plantings  are  in  the  modern  varieties 
and  whether  something  can  be  done  to 
close  the  gap.  The  current  varieties  vary 
in  ability  to  tolerate  billet  planting.  CP 
70-321  had  lower  yields  in  billet 
plantings  in  five  of  eight  (63%)  experi- 
ments, and  in  two  experiments,  yields 
were  more  than  35%  less  than  for  whole 
stalk  plantings.  In  contrast,  the  yields 
obtained  from  billet  and  whole  stalk 
plantings  have  been  the  same  for  LCP 
82-89  in  four  of  four  experiments.  Yields 
of  LCP  85-384  have  been  lower  in  billet 
plantings  in  four  of  six  (66%)  experi- 
ments, and  in  two  of  those,  yields  were 
lower  by  more  than  20%.  This  variability 
detected  among  varieties  suggests  that 
improvement  should  be  possible 
through  variety  selection  for  billet  plant- 
ing tolerance.  Continuing  efforts  to  iden- 
tify new  sources  of  stalk  rot  resistance 
were  successful.  A  previous  screen  of  the 


wild-type  cane  parents  in  the  USDA- 
ARS  basic  breeding  program  only  de- 
tected resistance  in  approximately  5%  of 
the  clones,  but  a  test  of  progeny  from 
crosses  with  commercial  variety-type 
clones  found  a  resistance  frequency  of 
15%.  These  clones  have  reasonably  good 
agronomic  characteristics  and  may 
serve  as  parents  to  develop  future  vari- 
eties with  increased  resistance  to  stalk 
rot  and  tolerance  of  billet  planting.  Vari- 
ety selection  should  provide  a  long-term 
solution  to  the  problem. 

Reduced  stand  establishment  in  bil- 
let plantings  is  due  to  greater  damage 
from  a  disease-stalk  rot.  However, 
chemical  control  with  fungicides  has  not 
been  effective  in  reducing  disease  sever- 
ity and  increasing  yields.  A  possible  ex- 
ception is  Tilt.  This  fungicide  increased 
billet-planting  yields  of  LCP  85-384  to 
the  level  of  whole  stalk  yields  in  two  of 
the  four  experiments  where  billet  yields 
were  lower.  Research  will  be  continued 
to  evaluate  the  potential  of  Tilt  to  in- 
crease billet-planting  yields.  Additional 
disease  control  methods  to  be  investi- 
gated include  biological  control  and 
physical  barriers. 

Experimentation  with  cultural  prac- 
tices has  had  mixed  results.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  early  planting  is  advanta- 
geous. Starter  fertilizer  increased  yield 
for  one  of  two  varieties  in  the  first  major 
experiment,  so  research  will  be  contin- 
ued to  determine  if  it  can  provide  a 
method  to  improve  success  with  billet 
planting.  Wounds  provide  entry  points 
for  stalk  rot  pathogens.  The  preliminary 
results  from  the  billet  damage  experi- 
ment provide  direct  evidence  of  the  det- 
rimental effect  of  damage  on  billet  per- 
formance. Comparisons  of  billet  dam- 
age with  different  harvester  settings  in- 
dicate that  damage  to  billets  can  be  mini- 
mized, and  research  in  this  area  will  be 
continued. 
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Billets  are  more  sensitive  to  any  type 
of  planting  problem.  Environmental 
stress  leads  to  increased  stalk  rot  sever- 
ity. Observation  of  all  the  cultural  factors 
affecting  the  success  of  billet  planting 
has  indicated  certain  practices  that  are 
important.  At  the  present  time,  the 
greatest  chances  of  success  will  result 
from  planting  longer  billets  (20-24 
inches)  with  the  least  amount  of  dam- 
age, the  best  possible  drainage,  and  the 
best  possible  planting  practices.  Thor- 
ough but  careful  weed  control  is  needed. 
When  these  conditions  have  been  met, 
the  yields  from  billet  plantings  have 
been  comparable  to  whole  stalk 
plantings. 


and  Herman  Waguespack  of  the  Ameri- 
can Sugar  Cane  League;  and  Lance 
Rodriquez  and  Zhi  Yin  of  the  LSU  Agri- 
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termine the  effects  of  harvester  settings 
on  billet  damage  was  conducted  in  co- 
operation with  Mike  Duplantis  of 
Cameco  Inc.  on  the  Cameco  research 
farm.  The  basic  germplasm  resistance 
screening  was  conducted  in  cooperation 
with  Dave  Burner  of  the  USDA-ARS- 
SRRC  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  and  Zhi 
Yin  of  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center.  Fi- 
nancial support  was  provided  by  the 
LSU  Agricultural  Center,  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League,  and  William  S. 
Patout,  III. 
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TABLE  1:  Results  from  a 

three-year  crop  eye 

e  comparing  billet  and  whole  stalk 

planting  in  an  experiment 

in  Vermillion  Parish 

Variety 

Planting 

Tons  per  acre 

Sugar  per  acre  (lbs.) 
1995      1996      1997 

1995 

1996 

1997 

CP70-321 

Whole 

47.7* 

42.3* 

12.0 

10,053*7,466*   2623 

Billet 

39.2 

29.0 

12.0 

7,693     4,778     2,858 

LCP82-89 

Whole 

40.0 

41.4 

18.9 

8,440     7,453     3,304 

Billet 

38.4 

43.4 

20.2 

8,037     7,387     3,384 

CP85-800 

Whole 

45.7 

42.1 

33.2 

9,875     8,346*   6,541 

Billet 

41.4 

34.1 

30.9 

8,885     5,888     6,022 

Values  within  a  column  and  year  followed  by  an 

asterisk 

were  significantly  greater  than 

the  value  for 

the  other  planting  type. 

Q6 


TABLE  2:  Results  from  plant  cane  and  first  stubble  of  an  experiment 
comparing  billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  in  St.  Mary  Parish. 

Variety            Planting 

Tons  per  acre 

Sugar  per 
1996 

acre  (lbs.) 
1997 

1996           1997 

CP70-321        Whole 
Billet 

36.4*           19.5* 
31.9             16.8 

8,204* 
7,245 

4,798* 
3,795 

LCP85-384     Whole 
Billet 

49.3*            39.4* 
44.7             35.8 

11,064 
10,449 

8,572 
7,461 

Values  within  a  column  and  year  followed  by  an  asterisk  were  significantly  greater  than 
the  value  for  the  other  planting  type. 

TABLE  3:  Results  from  plant  cane  and  first  stubble  of  an  experiment 
comparing  billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  in  Point  Coupee  Parish.                       ; 

Tons  per  acre 

Sugar  per 

acre  (lbs.) 

Variety 

Planting 

1996            1997 

1996 

1997               \ 

CP70-321 

Whole 
Billet 

37.9             35.6 
41.4*           41.5* 

8,426 
9,170* 

8,462 
9,837* 

LCP85-384 

Whole 
Billet 

50.5             49.3 
45.5             48.8 

11,284* 
10,017 

11,293 
11,045 

Values  within  a  column  and  year  followed  by  an  asterisk 
the  value  for  the  other  planting  type. 

were  significantly  greater  than 
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FOR        SALE 


•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new  style 
air  -  $35,000.  Call  J.W.  Hurdle,  Jr.  at 
(504)  749-2892. 

•  1991  Case/lnt'l  7130,  with  front  wheel 
drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel  bumper 
with  box,  3640  hrs.,  -  $42,000;  1972 
Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 
JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist  - 
$6,500;  3-row  Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt. 
hitch  and  gauge  wheels  -  $500;  6' 
Case  End  Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts 
only)  -  $100;  1990  Case/  Int'l  5120 
Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $22,500.  Call 
Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (318)  365-0014. 

•  Cane  Truck  and  Trailer,  1974  Mack 

R600  with  whole  stalk  trailer  -  $6,000. 
Call  at  night  Patrick  Richard  at  (504) 
526-4969  or  Danny  Richard  at  (504) 
526-8292. 

•  (4)  10Ton  High  Dump  Billet  Wagons. 

Call  Sotile  Farms  at  (504)  473-7042, 
(504)  473-7954,  or  (504)  337-7865. 

•  1994  Broussard  self  propelled  2 
wheel  drive  loader -$25,000.  Call 
(504)  738-0406. 

•  4640  with  tanks,  overhauled  in  1996. 

4630  with  tanks,  overhauled  in  1997. 
Call  B  &  A  Cane,  Inc.  at  office  (31 8) 
346-6755  or  night  (318)  346-2725. 

•  Broussard  2-row  Harvester,  many 
conversions,  1986  model  -  $68,000. 
Call  (318)  346-6406. 

•  1990  4WD  Thompson  Field  Loader 

with  JD  power  -  $1 5,000.  Call 
Hartman  Farms  at  (504)  532-3160  or 
(504)  693-6398. 

•  LaCane  3-row  Covering  Rig  - 
$7,000;  3-1086  Hi-Crop  Int'l  Tractors 

-  $6,000  each.  Call  (318)  734-2598. 


•  2  Transloader  Wagons,  tandum 
axles,  excellent  condition  -  $6,500 
each.  Call  Sidney  Andras  at  (504) 
446-1129. 


4  Transloader  Wagons,  Bayou 
Services,  excellent  condition.  Call 
Alton  Landry,  Inc.  at  (504)  545-0707. 

1983  Single-row  Broussard 
Harvester,  double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT 
3208  engine,  New  18-4-38  tires,  with 
pulling  wheel,  shredder  topper  & 
extra  parts  -  $20,000;  1985  4WD 
Broussard  self-propelled  drive 
loader,  chain  plier  &  windshield 
wipers  -  $17,000;  John  Deere  4840 
with  new  trans.  &  engine  overhauled 
in  '97  -  $14,000;  1066  Hi-Clearance 
International  -  $4,500;  856  Hi- 
Clearance  International  -  $3,000; 
JD  2440  -  $4,000;  2  Cane  Carts 
(set)  tandem:  Bayou  Service  (set)  - 
$7,000,  Bayou  Service  (set)  - 
$4,000,  Bayou  Service  &  Brooks 
(set)  -  $4,000,  Jack  Brooks  - 
$2,000;  3-Row  Bottom  Type  Plow 
International,  heavy  duty  and  gauge 
wheels  -  $3,500;  4-Row  John  Deere 
style  with  gauge  wheels  and  cyclers 
-  $3,500;  12-ft.  water  level,  new 
blade  &  quick  hitch  -  $400;  John 
Deere  2440, 1982  -  $4,000;  John 
Deere  4240,  Hi-Clearance,  1981;  1 
front  mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal. 
tank  -  $100;  John  Deere  disk  plow, 
heavy  duty,  17-ft.  -  $2,500;  Rolling 
Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4-row  -  $250; 
Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  - 
$75;  Cultipacker,  3-row  at  5.8  - 
$250;  John  Deere  Clipper,  model 
709,  7-ft.  -  $1 ,000;  John  Deere  3- 
row  chopper,  adjustable  cylinders  - 
$2,000;  International  3-row 
chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3  one-row 
shavers  -  best  offer;  2  Bayou 
Service  type  planter's  aids.  Call 
Damian  Pierre  at  (318)  229-6932. 
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Branan  B.  Beyt,  Jr. 
King  Sucrose  LVII 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festi- 
val and  Fair  Association  has  an- 
nounced that  Branan  B.  "Bert"  Beyt, 
Jr.  of  New  Iberia,  La.  will  reign  as 
King  Sucrose  over  its  annual  festival, 
to  be  held  Sept.  24-27  in  New  Iberia. 

The  son  of  a  Louisiana  sugar  cane 
farmer,  Bert  Beyt  is  married  to  Jo  Ann 
Olivier,  and  is  the  father  of  three 
grown  children:  Steven  Beyt,  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas;  Michael  Beyt  of  St. 
Martinville,  La.;  and  Jennifer  Beyt  of 
San  Francisco,  Calif.  He  has  two 
grandchildren,  Melanie  and  Ben- 
jamin Beyt,  who  live  in  Fort  Worth. 
His  mother,  Melba  P.  Beyt,  is  from  St. 
Martinville,  and  his  father,  the  late 
Branan  B.  Beyt,  Sr.,  was  King  Sucrose 
XVII  forty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Beyt  is  a  native  of  St. 
Martinville,  and  has  resided  in  New 
Iberia  for  28  years.  He  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  from 
Louisiana  State  University  in  1962. 

He  was  Chief  Engineer  at  Iberia 
Sugar  Cooperative,  a  Louisiana 
sugar  mill,  for  16  years;  and  he  is 
presently  the  General  Manager  for 
St.  Mary  Sugar  Cooperative,  which 
he  joined  in  1978.  Bert  serves  as  the 
President  and  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Prod- 
ucts, Inc.,  a  marketing  co-op  which 


markets  over  half  of  all  of  the  sugar 
and  molasses  produced  in  Louisi- 
ana. He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Colonial  Sugar 
Refinery,  Inc.  He  is  the  past  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A., 
and  is  presently  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Board  of 
Audubon  Sugar  Institute  at  LSU, 
and  continues  as  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists  where  he  has  served  as 
Chairman  of  its  Manufacturing  Sec- 
tion. 

He  is  past  Chairman  and  a  Board 
Member  of  the  Sugar  Cane  Safety 
Group,  a  self-insurance  group  of  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry.  He  is 
President  of  Beyt  and  Associates,  a 
sugar  mill  consulting  firm. 

He  is  a  past  member  of  the  Jay- 
cees.  He  was  involved  as  an  adult 
leader  with  the  Boy  Scouts  and  has 
received  three  Public  Service  Awards 
for  volunteer  work  as  a  ham  radio 
operator  during  hurricanes.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  various  civic 
clubs. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  congratulates  Bert  Beyt  for 
being  selected  King  Sucrose  LVII. 


PRE-OWNED  TRACTORS 


CA7120  Tractor,  2WD,  Cab,  P/S,  Trans.,  (08-Very  Good),  JJA0007370, 0  Hours SOLD 

CA  7140  Tractor,  4WD,  Cab,  P/S,  Trans,,  (06-Good),  JJA0028968, 0  Hours SOLD 

CA  *7220  Tractor,  4WD,  Cab,  P/S,  Trans.,  (08-Very  Good),  JJA0057688, 3.991  Hours SOLD 

CA  *7220  Tractor,  4WD,  Cab,  P/S,  Trans.,  (08-Very  Good),  JJA0056326, 3,932  Hours $49,500 

H 1066 Tractor, Hi-Clear,  125 HP., (05-Fair), 43800, 7,800 Hours BestQffer 

H 1466  Tractor,  2WD,  (02-Poor),  2650116U013510, 0  Hours Best  Offer 

JD  2555  Tractor,  w/520  Frt.  tdr.,  Backhoe,  (06-Good),  XL2555A670721, 0  Hours $17,500 

JD  2750  Tractor,  Hi-Clear,  MFWD,  (02-Poor),  L02750W527575, 7,302  Hours $14,000 

JD  2755  Mudder  Tractor,  4WD,  Rops,  Symc.  Trans,  (06-Good),  L02750W642009, 3,850  Hours SOLD 

JD  3020  Hi-Crop  Tractor,  2WD,  Symc  Trans,  (05-Fair),  3020B4539, 0  Hours  . $4,500 

JD  4230  Hi-Crop  Tractor,  2WD,  Rops,  Symc.  Trans,  (06-Cood),  4230W028890R,  0  Hours $8,500 

JD  4230  Hi-Crop  Tractor,  2WD,  Rops,  Symc.  Trans,  (03-Rou^  4230W030048R,  4,380  Hours $9,500 

JD  4760  Tractor,  4WD,  Cab,P/S,  Trans.,  (08-Very  Good),  RW4760P002450, 3,439  Hours SOLD 

JD  4960  Tractor,  4WD,  Cab,  P/S  Trans.,  (02-Poor),RW4960P006031/5/812  Hours $52,000 

JD  *6300  Utility  Tractor,  4WD,  Cab,  (08*Very  Good),  L06300V139169, 1,120  Hours $38,500 

JD  7400  Hi-Crop  Trac,  4WD,  Cab,  T/Q,  Trans,  (08-Very  Good),  RW7400C001698, 3XK35  Hours .......  $49,500 

JD  7400  Hi-Crop  Trac,  4WD,  Cab,  P/Q,  Trans,  (06-Good),  RW7400H0042Q3, 3,083  Hours ................  SOLD 

JD  *7400  Hi-Crop  Trac,  4WD,  Cab,  P/Q,  Trans,  (08-Very  Good),  RW7400H008234, 1,639  Hours  ...  $56,000 

JD  7400  Hi-Crop  Trac,  4WD,  Cab,  P/Q  Trans,  (08-Very  Good),  RW7400H004201, 4,201  Hours SOLD 

JD  8200  Tractor,  4WD,  Cab,  P/S,  Trans,  (10-Excellent),  RW8200P001302, 710  Hours $83,800 

JD  *8300  Tractor,  4WD,  Cab,  P/S,  Trans,  (10-Excellent),  RW8300P005411, 926  Hours $89,750 

JD  *8400  Tractor,  4WD,  Cab,  P/S,  Trans,  (10-Excellent),  RW8400P010123, 614  Hours $99,500 


*  (Manufacturer  warranty  remaining) 

Donaldsonville  (800)  526-7639 
Thibodaux  (504)  446-5061 
LaPlace  (800)  526-5990 
EQUIPMENT  COMPANY,  INC.  Monroe  (800)  524-9118 
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To  Polado  or  Not  to  Polado? 

That  is  the  Question 

"Polado  is  an  excellent  management  tool  for  increasing  the 
yield  of  sugar  per  acre  in  stubble  crops  5-7%,  especially  early  in 

the  harvest  season." 

Dr.  Benjamin  Legendre,  Research  Leader 
USDA-ARS-SRRC-SRU 


MB 

mkm 


mm-  '■'    * 


Benefits: 

♦  Can  increase  sugar  per  ton  1 0-1 5%  and  sugar  per  acre  5-7%. 

♦  As  a  harvest  aid,  can  reduce  brittleness,  it  can  reduce  lodging, 
allows  for  cleaner  burning,  and  can  reduce  fiber  content. 

♦  After  a  "normal"  winter  and  following  label  rates,  a  stubble 
crop  of  Polado  treated  cane  will  generally  have  higher 
populations  than  non-treated  cane. 

Good  Luck  in  the  Planting  and  Harvest  Season. 


Sincerely, 

Ken  Naquin 

Local  Market  Manager 

Monsanto  Company 


UP        FRONT       WITH        THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Whitney  President  Speaks  at  Sugar  Alliance 


Editor's  note:  The  American  Sugar  Alli- 
ance held  its  annual  meeting  between  Au- 
gust 9-12  in  Sun  Valley,  Idaho.  There  were 
two  Louisianians  who  participated  on  differ- 
ent panels  during  the  conference.  I  have  de- 
cided that  as  part  of  the  Bulletin  format  that 
I  would  print  both  presentations  in  the  Bul- 
letin. 

Therefore,  the  first  presentation  in  this 
month's  Bulletin  was  a  presentation  by  R. 
King  Milling  to  the  American  Sugar  Alli- 
ance Sweetener  Symposium.  He  is  President 
of  Whitney  National  Bank  which  is  based  in 
New  Orleans,  La.  The  Whitney  has  been  an 
integral  part  of  the  Louisiana  Banking  com- 
munity for  well  over  a  century.  The  panel 
that  Mr.  Milling  participated  on  addressed 
"Sugar  Policy's  Impact  on  Industry  Financ- 
ing. "  (How  has  new  sugar  policy  impacted 
the  banking  community's  view  of  the  sugar 
industry's  profitability,  stability  and  longev- 
ity? Will  the  banking  industry  continue  to 
support  the  sugar  industry?). 

Next  month  I  will  publish  the  presenta- 
tion made  by  Jackie  Theriot  during  a  separate 
section  that  dealt  with  "Sugar  Policy's  Role 
in  a  Restructured  Industry."  To  the  many 
readers  of  the  Bulletin  who  were  not  in  Idaho 
for  this  meeting,  I  felt  that  at  least  being  able 
to  hear  some  of  what  was  said  by  people  from 
Louisiana  at  the  conference  would  be  of  in- 
terest. On  the  whole,  the  conference  was  very 
informative  with  presentations  from  U.S. 
Representatives  and  Senators,  Trade  Ambas- 
sadors, Sugar  Analysts  and  Traders,  bankers 
and  Under  Secretaries  from  various  Depart- 
ments of  the  U.S.  Government.  This  confer- 
ence presented  ideas  and  views  on  U.S. 
sugar  policy,  trade  agreements,  and  other  in- 
dustry issues. 


I  hope  that  you  will  think  about  the  con- 
tents of  this  and  next  month's  articles.  I 
would  suggest  that,  if  possible,  you  would 
consider  attending  the  sweetener  sympo- 
sium next  August  as  it  presents  an  excellent 
cross  section  of  thoughts  and  outlook  regard- 
ing sugar  policy. 


R.  King  Milling  Addresses  the 
American  Sugar  Alliance  Symposium 

"It  is  a  pleasure  to  attend  this  alliance 
meeting  and  to  participate,  from  the 
vantage  point  of  a  financial  institution, 
in  this  broad  discussion  of  the  potential 
impact  of  the  United  States  Sugar  Policy. 

"The  Whitney  National  Bank  has 
been  in  business  continuously  for  115 
years.  During  that  time,  our  primary 
goal  has  been  to  provide  banking  ser- 
vices for  commerce  and  industry,  in- 
cluding farming,  throughout  most  of 
south  Louisiana.  As  a  result,  almost 
from  inception,  we  have  been  financially 
interlocked  with  various  component 
parts  of  the  sugar  cane  industry,  be  it 
farmers,  mill  owners,  co-ops,  or  refiner- 
ies. In  so  doing,  we  have  faced  the  real- 
ity that  there  are  inherent  risks  in  this 
industry,  particularly  as  it  relates  to 
Louisiana.  Louisiana  is  situated  on  the 
northern  fringe  of  the  temperature  zone. 
The  potential  for  freezes,  not  to  mention 
hurricanes,  have  led  an  observer  to  sug- 
gest that  if  one  were  searching  for  a 
place  to  start  a  new  sugar  project,  Loui- 
siana might  be  one  of  the  last  places  con- 
sidered. 

"The  man  who  made  that  observa- 
tion however,  obviously  did  not  under- 


stand  the  nature  of  those  participating  in 
this  endeavor  in  Louisiana.  Over  many 
decades,  the  sugar  industry  in  Louisiana 
has  been  declared  dead  and  buried  on  a 
number  of  occasions.  On  each  such  occa- 
sion, our  Cajun  brethren  stood  up  in 
righteous  indignation  by  responding 
that  reports  of  the  death  of  this  industry, 
in  the  immortal  words  of  Mark  Twain, 
'has  been  grossly  exaggerated/ 

"So  what  does  all  of  this  translate  to 
from  the  standpoint  of  a  bank  with  sig- 
nificant ties  to  this  industry?  Primarily, 
we  start  out  with  the  understanding  that 
the  sugar  business  in  Louisiana  has  al- 
ways been  theoretically  risky.  But,  it  has 
managed  to  pick  itself  up  by  its  boot- 
straps, faced  severe  hardships  and,  con- 
trary to  popular  belief,  has  both  pro- 
gressed and  expanded.  At  the  end  of  the 
day,  one  might  not  be  surprised  by  these 
results  as  it  is  controlled,  in  large  mea- 
sure, by  hardheaded,  single-minded 
farmers  who  refuse  to  acknowledge  that 
they  cannot  individually  and  collec- 
tively meet  the  challenges  of  the  future. 

"Having  made  that  observation,  one 
might  still  ask  the  question  why  any 
bank  would  take  on  such  risks.  The  an- 
swer to  that  is  complex.  First,  we  have  to 
recognize  how  important  this  industry 
is  to  our  state  and  to  our  economy.  The 
industry  employs  approximately  32,000 
citizens  and  contributes  between  $500 
and  $600  million  a  year  to  our  gross 
economy.  That  extrapolates  to  about  $1.7 
billion  in  spendable  dollars.  Addition- 
ally, there  are  communities  whose  very 
existence  is  dependent  upon  the  viabil- 
ity of  the  sugar  industry.  It  would  not  be 
an  exaggeration  to  state  that  when  the 
oil  and  gas  economy  imploded  during 
the  '80s,  entire  communities  in  regions 
of  south  Louisiana  were  maintained  as  a 
result  of  the  continuation  and  viability 
of  the  sugar  industry. 

"Thus,  as  a  player,  we  cannot  refuse 
to  acknowledge  the  economic  impor- 


tance of  sugar.  And,  we  must  be  pre- 
pared, where  prudent,  to  continue  to  do 
all  that  we  can  to  assist  this  industry  We 
must  be  prepared  to  make  loans  to  quali- 
fied borrowers  even  as  our  farmers  and 
factory  owners  make  their  way  through 
the  uncertainty  that  is  inherent  in  this 
changing  national  and  international 
landscape. 

"For  there  should  be  no  doubt  that 
changes  in  the  sugar  policy  shall  create 
uncertainty  with  the  realistic  potential 
for  pricing  instability.  As  a  result,  one 
would  be  foolish  indeed  not  to  acknowl- 
edge that  these  policy  changes  may  well 
establish  the  greatest  challenge  this 
Louisiana  industry  has  faced  to  date. 
Needless  to  say,  these  changing  condi- 
tions do  not  bode  well  for  smooth  bank- 
ing relationships.  These  uncertainties 
shall  create  a  business  environment 
which  will  require  representatives  of  fi- 
nancial institutions  to  analyze  ongoing 
relationships  with  one  eye  focused  upon 
the  worst  case  scenario.  Stress  testing 
may  well  take  on  a  new  art  form.  In 
short,  not  withstanding  the  fact  that  the 
fundamental  rationale  for  the  adoption 
of  the  new  sugar  policy  may  be  fatally 
flawed  -  and  by  that  I  mean  that  in  my 
opinion  all  evidence  suggests  that  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  free  trade  on  a  world- 
wide basis.  As  representatives  of  the  fi- 
nancial community  in  Louisiana,  we 
must  assume  that  the  act,  as  adopted, 
will  be  implemented  in  full.  Unfortu- 
nately, no  one  truly  knows  what  will  be 
the  outcome  of  that  implementation. 

"All  of  these  facts  create  challenges, 
not  only  for  banks  and  bankers,  but  for 
mill  owners  and  farmers.  For  bankers,  it 
will  not  be  enough  for  lending  officers  to 
proclaim  ignorance.  Rather,  each  must 
try  to  truly  understand  the  dynamics  of 
change  to  avoid  overreacting  or  under 
reacting.  To  the  maximum  extent  pos- 
sible, we  must  attempt  to  get  'behind' 
the  words  and  into  the  reality. 


"For  mill  owners  and  operators  there 
are  equal  challenges.  This  unique  farm- 
ing industry  is  tied  to  a  factory  environ- 
ment that  requires  extensive  capital  in- 
fusion. That  ongoing  need  for  long  term 
capital  funding,  particularly  at  this  time, 
creates  additional  potential  for  uncer- 
tainty. Every  mill  owner  must  begin  to 
focus  on  how  he  can  best  reduce  unit 
costs  so  as  to  meet  potential  price  dis- 
ruptions. There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
pricing  instability  disconnects  the  neces- 
sary component  link  between  long  term 
planning  and  the  requirement  for  capital 
borrowings. 

"As  we  look  at  the  Louisiana  land- 
scape and  focus  on  the  efforts  of  mill 
owners  in  Louisiana,  we  believe  that 
there  will  be  a  need  for  heavy  invest- 
ment to  affect  a  reduction  in  unit  costs. 
These  extensive  investments  will  be  di- 
rected towards  both  modernization  and 
expansion. 

"Ironically,  however,  these  expendi- 
tures and  the  resulting  increase  in  capac- 
ity could  bring  with  them  the  seeds  of 
failure  if  dedicated  increases  in  cane  re- 
sources are  not  available.  Realistically, 
there  are  only  a  limited  number  of  acres 
available  surrounding  most  of  the  mills 
and  there  are  no  indications  of  addi- 
tional acreage,  at  least  within  the  imme- 
diate areas  surrounding  those  facilities. 
Thus,  mill  owners,  if  they  have  not  al- 
ready begun,  must  begin  to  consider  a 
changing  environment  which  may  well 
mandate  plant  closings,  consolidation, 
and  modernization.  These  realities  may 
be,  and  in  many  instances  are,  contrary 
to  historic  ties  and  loyalties.  However, 
those  mill  owners  who  have  difficulties 
meeting  environmental  and  regulatory 
requirements,  or  have  indicated  a  reluc- 
tance to  face  economic  changes  in  the 
past,  will  possibly  face  significant  diffi- 
culties in  the  future. 

"Farmers,  whether  tenant  or  owners, 
shall  face  similar  challenges.  Those  that 


are  nimble,  those  that  have  shown  a  ca- 
pacity historically  to  produce  in  good 
times  and  bad,  those  that  have  indicated 
a  willingness  to  adopt  new  methods  of 
operation,  will  possibly  be  the  survi- 
vors. But,  good  farmers  are  going  to 
have  to  get  better.  They,  too,  must  reduce 
their  unit  cost.  They  may  well  have  to 
focus  upon  the  potential  benefits  and 
possible  detriments  from  consolidation 
as  well  as  the  development  of  harvesting 
and  planting  cooperatives. 

"These  new  ventures  will  bring  ad- 
ditional capital  costs  for  the  price  of  in- 
novation and  it  is  not  inexpensive.  But 
those  that  have  a  track  record  should  be 
able  to  find  financial  institutions  pre- 
pared to  bear  the  additional  risk  associ- 
ated with  the  unknown  effect  of  the 
pending  sugar  act. 

"In  conclusion,  although  it  is  argu- 
able that  there  will  be  no  dire  conse- 
quences attached  to  the  implementation 
of  sugar  reform,  financial  institutions 
would  be  imprudent  to  rely  upon  those 
arguments.  On  the  other  hand,  our  fi- 
nancial institutions  will  continue  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  prudently  assist. 
The  decisions  will  be  more  difficult  than 
in  the  past  and  will  take  mutual  under- 
standing and  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
both  the  lender  and  the  borrower.  Unfor- 
tunately, those  potential  borrowers  who 
do  not  project  a  willingness  to  face  these 
realities  may  well  encounter  a  bleak  fu- 
ture. 

"At  the  end  of  the  day,  however,  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  will  survive.  A 
myriad  of  factors,  including  the  intro- 
duction of  new  varietal  cane,  increases 
in  productivity,  changes  in  farming 
methodology,  the  realignment  and  mod- 
ernization of  mills,  not  to  mention  the 
indomitable  spirit  of  our  farmers,  all 
contribute  to  my  conclusion  that  sugar 
will  continue  as  a  significant  economic 
engine  in  Louisiana,  properly  supported 
by  Louisiana  banks." 


Smoke  Management  Guidelines 
for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 


Practices  that  affect  open  field 
burning  of  sugarcane,  whether  in 
heaps  of  cane  cut  by  soldier  har- 
vesters or  standing  fields  to  be  cut  by 
chopper  harvesters,  have  been  widely 
discussed  over  the  past  few  years.  There 
are  a  number  of  long  term  research  top- 
ics which  attempt  to  address  possible 
remedies  to  the  cane  burning  issue.  In 
the  meantime,  growers  should  have  a 
responsible  attitude  toward  environ- 
mental and  public  issues  while  attempt- 
ing to  be  as  efficient  as  possible  in  sugar 
production.  There  are  several  objectives 
which  growers  should  always  strive  to 
achieve.  Among  them  are  delivering  the 
freshest,  cleanest  cane  supply  to  the  fac- 
tories as  possible,  minimizing  the  effect 
of  smoke  caused  by  open  field  burning 
in  the  atmosphere,  preventing  smoke 
from  being  blown  across  public  high- 
ways and  airports,  preventing  smoke 
from  affecting  public  areas  (especially 
public  health  areas  such  as  hospitals, 
nursing  homes,  etc.),  preventing  smoke 
from  affecting  schools  during  days  and 
times  when  students/teachers  are 
present,  preventing  smoke  from  affect- 
ing subdivisions  and  other  housing  es- 
tablishments, and,  last  but  not  least, 
minimizing  any  ash  fallout  that  may  re- 
sult from  field  burning  . 

In  short,  growers  should  concentrate 
on  smoke  management  through  the  use 
of  recommended  prescribed  burning 
practices.  Prescribed  burning  can  be 
defined  as  the  controlled  application  of 
fire  to  sugarcane  fields  under  such 
weather  conditions  that  allows  the  fire 
to  be  confined  to  a  predetermined  area 
and,  at  the  same  time,  produce  the  de- 


sired result  of  trash  reduction  in  the  de- 
livered cane  supply.  Smoke  manage- 
ment can  be  defined  as  conducting  a 
prescribed  fire  under  weather  condi- 
tions and  with  burning  techniques  that 
keep  the  smoke's  impact  on  the  environ- 
ment and  the  public  within  acceptable 
limits. 

In  order  to  accomplish  these  goals, 
some  recommendations  which  could  be 
considered  as  best  management  prac- 
tices are  listed  below.  These  practices 
should  be  considered  as  voluntary 
guidelines  that  will  allow  the  industry  to 
better  manage  smoke  from  open  field 
burning  of  sugarcane. 

1.  Identifying  sensitive  areas  and 
other  impacted  areas  adjacent  to  or 
within  sugarcane  farms.  Awareness  of 
where  people,  buildings,  and  highways 
are  located  that  could  be  negatively  af- 
fected by  open  field  burning  is  the  first 
step  toward  effective  smoke  manage- 
ment. People  who  have  health  problems 
that  live  in  areas  potentially  affected  by 
open  field  burning  should  be  identified 
before  the  harvest  season  even  begins. 
This  requires  effective  communication 
between  growers  and  the  public  that 
surround  the  farm.  When  burning  cane 
heaps  harvested  by  soldier  machines, 
the  fire  normally  does  not  contain  much 
particulate  matter  (ash).  However,  in  the 
hotter  fires  on  standing  cane  for  harvest 
with  combine  harvesters,  rising  ash,  that 
later  falls  out,  can  be  a  problem.  Deter- 
mination of  downwind  sensitive  areas 
that  could  be  affected  by  burning  stand- 
ing fields  is  important  to  help  reduce  the 

continued  on  page  23 
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"For  Proven  Performance  &  Durability" 
FOLLOW  THE  LEADER! 


The  QUALITY  Hi  Dump  Cane  Wagon 


What  does  this  wagon  have  that  others  don 't? 

Lower  centerpoint  of  gravity,  with  balanced  basket  on  ground  or  in  air 

Consistent  low  ground  pressure  on  all  (4)  tires  regardless  of  terrain 

Wagon  design  and  length  allows  easier  maneuverability  and  minimal  side  to  side 

rocking  when  traveling  thru  the  field,  crossing  over  rows,  and  coming  out  the  cut 

Less  sinking  and  cutting  up  of  headlands  and  field  in  muddy  conditions 

Less  problems  with  shuck  slides  and  clumps  of  mud 

Special  trunion  axle  design  eliminates  unnecessary  pressure,  stress  and  fatigue  in 

chassis,  A-frame  and  baskets 

Special  lift  and  dump  support  frame  with  heavy  duty  pivot  points  give  greater 

durability 

Dump  cane  and  top  off  trailers  without  leaning  against  highway  trailers 

Separate  hydraulic  lifting  and  dumping  circuits  allows  dumping  cane  at  any  height, 

while  reducing  unnecessary  pressure,  stress  and  fatigue  on  both  basket  and  chasis 

Rigid  basket  lip  eliminates  the  problems  that  accompany  other  flip  gate  systems 

Quality's  cylinder  design  requires  less  hydraulic  pressure  to  dump  loaded  basket 

Lift  cylinders  push  parallel  to  slide,  causing  less  wear  than  single  cylinder  systems 

that  push  against  the  slide 

Hydraulic  line  placement  is  free  from  exterior  obstructions 

inpmmatwn 


Tony  Collinson 
Sales 


give  ua  a  ca£l! 

(504)  447-4021 
(800)  447-8403 
(504)  447-4028-Fax 


watibf, 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  406 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
118  West  Main  Street 


You're  First  at  First  South  PCA 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 


First  South  PCA 

'<$ 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(318)364-0217 


mm 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 


GOODYEAR  RADIAL  NO-RISK  OFFER 

Buy  a  pair  of  Goodyear  Tractor  Radials  now.  If,  after  90  days 
from  the  day  of  mounting,  you  are  not  completely  satisfied 
with  the  performance  of  these  tires,  we  will  remove  them  and 
replace  them  with  new  Goodyear  bias  ply  tires  of  like  size 
and  ply  rating  and  will  credit  you  with  the  difference. 


We'll  fix  it 

inthefieid! 

Just  give  us  a  call 

for  tire  repair 
ori 


7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 

7:30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Saturday 

1203  St.  Patrick  Hwy. 

Thibodaux 


Goodyear  Auto  Service  Center 

1  -800-256- 1269     Your  own  farm  service  specialist    (504)  447-2696 

Pager  -  (504)  435-4234 
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WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


with  Don  Wallace 


Cane  Estimates  Fall  in  Louisiana  and  Florida 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture (USDA)  has  released  the 
World  Agricultural  Supply  &  De- 
mand Estimates  (WASDE)  for  August, 
and  projects  lower  cane  production  for 
the  coming  year  than  earlier  expected, 
due  to  lower  forecast  yields  in  both 
Louisiana  and  Florida.  Louisiana  pro- 
duction numbers  are  down  55,000  short 
tons,  raw  value,  to  a  total  of  1.220  million 
tons,  while  Florida  projections  are  de- 
creased 15,000  tons  to  1.845  million  tons. 
Hawaii  and  Texas  are  unchanged  at 
340,000  tons  and  100,000  tons,  respec- 
tively. The  drop  in  estimated  cane  pro- 
duction is  partially  offset  by  an  increase 
in  expected  beet  harvests.  Overall,  do- 
mestic production  for  1998/99  is  pro- 
jected at  7.9  million  tons. 

Increased  sugar  supply  estimates  for 
the  past  year  have  resulted  in  an  end-of- 
season  stocks-to-use  ratio  for  1997/98  of 
14.9  percent.  The  USDA  will  announce 
the  raw  sugar  tariff-rate  quota  for  FY 
1999  in  September. 

ASA  Symposium  a  Big  Hit  in  Sun 
Valley 

The  American  Sugar  Alliance  (ASA) 
held  its  15th  Annual  International 
Sweetener  Symposium  recently  in  Sun 
Valley,  Idaho,  bringing  together  hun- 
dreds of  people  from  every  segment  of 
the  sweetener  community  to  listen  to  a 
variety  of  discussions  and  presentations 


on  the  many  important  issues  facing  our 
industry. 

Respected  panelists,  representing  a 
wide  spectrum  of  private  sector  interests 
and  government  bodies,  offered  intrigu- 
ing perspectives  on  issues  ranging  from 
legislative  policy  to  trade  to  industry  fi- 
nancing. 

Rep.  Tom  Ewing  (R-IL),  Chairman  of 
the  House  Agriculture  Subcommittee  on 
Risk  Management  and  Specialty  Crops, 
which  has  jurisdiction  over  sugar  policy, 
kicked  off  the  Symposium  with  a  discus- 
sion of  the  legislative  challenges  that 
could  arise  in  the  next  Congress.  Rep. 
Ewing  noted  that,  although  support  for 
current  sugar  policy  is  strong,  he  expects 
sugar  opponents  to  try  again,  and  advo- 
cated "continued  vigilance  ...[and]  con- 
tinued unity  in  the  industry." 

Ewing's  sentiments  were  echoed  by 
Senator  Larry  Craig  (R-ID),  co-chairman 
with  Sen.  John  Breaux  (D-LA)  of  the  Sen- 
ate Sweetener  Caucus.  Sen.  Craig  also 
pointed  out  the  need  for  a  united  stand 
with  other  commodity  groups  in  order 
to  preserve  a  healthy  policy  for  all  of 
agriculture. 

Rep.  Larry  Combest  (R-TX),  who 
will  be  the  next  Chairman  of  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee  should  Republi- 
cans retain  control  of  Congress,  dis- 
cussed prospects  for  farm  policy  when 
the  current  farm  bill  expires  in  2002, 
adding  that  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 
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shape  domestic  agriculture  policy  with- 
out considering  the  involvement  of 
other  countries  in  their  agricultural  in- 
dustries. The  danger  of  foreign  subsidies 
and  trade  barriers  was  a  primary  focus 
of  Rep.  Mike  Crapo  (R-ID),  who  urged 
trade  negotiators  to  protect  domestic 
agricultural  producers  when  the  U.S. 
enters  trade  talks. 

A  panel  of  trade  experts  explored  the 
dispute  between  the  U.S.  and  Mexico 
over  the  sweetener  provisions  of  the 
North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  Luis  Fernandez  de  la  Calle, 
head  of  Mexico's  NAFTA  delegation  in 
Washington,  reported  that  his  country 
does  not  consider  the  NAFTA  side  letter 
on  sugar  to  be  valid.  He  also  defended 
Mexico's  decision  to  impose  anti-dump- 
ing duties  against  imports  of  U.S.  high 
fructose  corn  sweetener  (HFCS).  Corn 
Refiners  Association  President,  Chuck 
Connor,  spoke  out  against  the  Mexican 
action  regarding  HFCS,  and  argued  that 
frustration  with  NAFTA  could  imperil 
American  agricultural  support  for  fu- 
ture trade  negotiations.  Jeff  Lang, 
former  Deputy  U.S.  Trade  Representa- 
tive, noted  that  Mexico's  non-compli- 
ance with  NAFTA,  and  the  distrust  it 
encouraged,  could  undermine  the 
Clinton  Administration's  chances  to  re- 
ceive fast-track  trade  negotiating  au- 
thority from  Congress,  which  could  en- 
danger its  ability  to  reach  future  trade 
agreements. 

The  importance  of  looking  after  do- 
mestic interests  in  trade  negotiations 
was  also  the  subject  of  a  presentation  by 
USDA  Deputy  Under  Secretary  James 
Schroeder.  The  differences  in  labor  and 
environmental  standards  must  be  con- 
sidered in  the  next  trade  rounds  if  any 
serious  negotiations  are  to  take  place,  he 
emphasized. 

Jackie  Theriot,  of  Louisiana,  offered  a 
forceful  critique  of  the  current  economic 


conditions.  He  noted  that  U.S.  producers 
are  among  the  most  efficient  in  the 
world,  despite  working  under  some  of 
the  most  costly  government-imposed 
regulations,  but  that  in  order  to  survive 
the  industry  must  become  even  more 
efficient.  R.  King  Milling,  President  of 
Whitney  National  Bank,  discussed  the 
importance  of  agriculture  to  the  banking 
community  and  the  need  to  support 
farmers  in  their  struggle  to  maintain 
their  competitiveness. 

A  panel  of  journalists  described  the 
general  view  of  the  media  toward  sugar 
policy,  and  complimented  the  sugar  in- 
dustry on  its  efforts  to  educate  the  pub- 
lic on  the  importance  of  the  domestic 
sugar  program. 

Finally,  a  cross-section  of  govern- 
ment and  industry  economists  consid- 
ered the  latest  market  pressures  regard- 
ing sugar  supply  and  demand  and  the 
importance  of  accurate  data  in  measur- 
ing domestic  production. 

Next  year's  Symposium  will  be  held 
August  7-11, 1999  at  Silverado  Country 
Club  &  Resort  in  California's  Napa  Val- 
ley. 

Congress  Returns  from  August 
Recess 

Returning  from  its  yearly  August 
recess,  amid  talk  of  President  Clinton's 
troubles,  Congress  faces  a  host  of  serious 
issues,  including  unfinished  appropria- 
tions bills.  Among  the  spending  mea- 
sures awaiting  final  work  is  the  FY  1999 
Agriculture  Appropriations  bill.  Confer- 
ees are  expected  to  meet  in  September  to 
hammer  out  differences  between  the 
House  and  Senate  versions.  Neither  the 
House  nor  Senate  bill  contains  language 
concerning  the  sugar  program. 

Leadership  in  both  chambers  have 
scheduled  target  adjournment  for  early 
October,  to  allow  legislators  a  full  month 
to  campaign  for  elections  in  November. 
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Delta  Chemicals 


Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(504)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaidsonville,  La. 
(504)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Ourfluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (318)  367-8233 


Wanted:  JD  &  I-H  Tractors 
for  parts,  any  age  or  condition 

New,  used  and  rebuilt  hi  crop  and  row  crop  tractor  parts 

Tires  •  Rebuilt  clutches  •  Crank  shafts  •  Injector  pumps  and  more 

Also  any  hard-to-find  parts.  We  buy  farm  equipment  and  salvage  tractors 


Cane 

Tractor 

Parts 


Toll  Free 
1-800-259-3453 
(318)276-3453 
(318)276-6230 


Hwy.  90,  Jeanerette,  La. 


__      VBROUSSARD/ 

/ZlDa&nZtt?       \  CANE  EQUIPMENT   / 

f      Cane 
Contractors 
I        Inc.        J 

"*****  **^*        \_/— —           v. y 

XV                                ^s .„.„          .       y" 

Chopper  Type                 Whoiestalk             Co 
Cane  Harvesters          Cane  Harvesters 

ntract  Harvesting 
with  Chopper 

High  Dump  Wagons          Cane  Loaders 

Harvesters 

Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 

Vernon  Manufacturing,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  2650  •  Parks,  LA  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 
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For  Sale 


Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
of  South  Louisiana 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(504)  344-2691 


NEED 

PUMPS 
and 
PIPE? 
Call  Rain  for  Rent 

Your  Irrigation  Source  for  Sugar  Cane 
Pumps  to  1 60'  Head 
10"  or  12"  Mainline  Aluminum  Pipe 
Fittings 


800-742-7246  or  225-673-6553 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Crop  Report  -  Polado  on  Short  Cane 


The  1998  crop  began  as  one  with 
great  potential.  After  a  mild  win- 
ter, good  to  above  average  stands 
were  showing  early  in  many  fields. 
About  the  only  problem  areas  were 
some  plant  cane  fields  that  had  been 
planted  during  extremely  dry  condi- 
tions in  the  fall  of  1997.  Even  these  fields 
filled  in  fairly  well  due  to  the  dry  spring 
which  almost  always  enhances  tillering. 
While  January  rainfall  records  were  a 
new  all  time  high  for  much  of  Louisiana, 
February,  March  and  April  rainfall  totals 
were  near  normal.  However,  April's 
rainfall  fell  mostly  on  two  consecutive 
days  late  in  the  month.  May  was  an  all 
time  low  rainfall  month  and  June  was 
not  much  wetter.  July  continued  with 
many  areas  showing  a  considerable 
rainfall  deficit.  It  was  not  until  August 
that  many  fields  began  to  get  a  little  rain. 
While  a  few  areas  of  the  cane  belt  never 
suffered  for  rain,  most  fields  suffered  a 
little  and  a  few  suffered  badly  from  the 
drought. 

Based  on  the  present  crop  growth, 
there  will  be  some  growers  who  will  be 
hurt  drastically  from  the  drought  condi- 
tions. However,  many  growers  will 
show  only  a  small  percentage  loss  and  a 


few  will  have  a  better  crop  than  last  year. 
Many  who  travel  the  cane  belt  feel  that, 
as  of  mid-August,  the  industry  may  suf- 
fer somewhere  between  a  5  and  10%  loss 
in  yield  as  compared  to  last  year.  How- 
ever, the  growth  that  could  be  experi- 
enced late  in  the  season  could  make  up 
some  of  this  potential.  This  is  what  hap- 
pened last  year  when  the  crop  experi- 
enced excellent,  late  growth. 

State  records  indicate  that  there  are 
at  least  10,000  more  acres  in  1998  as  com- 
pared to  last  year.  While  this  year's 
planting  will  be  larger  than  last  year,  the 
industry  should  still  harvest  close  to 
390,000  acres  for  sugar.  This  would 
amount  to  more  than  a  2.5%  increase 
which  would  partly  offset  the  state's 
production  loss  from  the  drought.  Addi- 
tionally, and  perhaps  more  importantly, 
the  expansion  in  acreage  of  LCP  85-384 
could  add  considerably  to  the  state's 
production.  All  factors  considered, 
while  there  will  be  some  growers  who 
will  be  hurt  badly  from  the  drought  of 
1998,  the  state  could  still  produce  close 
to  last  year's  record  production. 

As  is  always  the  case,  many  factors 
will  determine  what  the  final  yields  will 
be.  There  is  always  a  chance  of  hurri- 
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canes,  floods,  droughts  and  freezes  that 
could  cause  additional  damage  to  this 
crop.  Given  a  normal  remainder  of  the 
year,  the  state  could  still  do  well  as  an 
industry.  Unfortunately,  the  same  can- 
not be  said  for  those  growers  who  were 
hurt  more  severely  by  the  dry  weather. 

Polado  on  Short  Cane 

In  1988,  League  Agronomist  con- 
ducted several  tests  with  Polado.  One 
test  was  on  short  cane  in  the  Raceland 
area  which  compared  plots  with  and 
without  Polado.  The  important  fact 
about  this  test  was  that  on  the  day  of 
treatment  the  cane  was  just  tall  enough 
to  reach  the  carrier  chain  on  the  two-row 
harvester.  This  was  a  large  test  (36.9 
acres),  consisting  of  nine  blocks  of 
treated  CP  65-357  alternating  with  the 
same  number  of  untreated  blocks.  The 
Polado  was  left  on  the  cane  for  33  days 
during  which  excellent  growing  condi- 
tions were  experienced.  During  this  time 
the  treated  cane  grew  only  1.6  inches 
while  the  untreated  cane  grew  10.9 
inches.  At  harvest  time,  the  Polado 
treated  cane  burned  noticeably  better 
than  the  untreated  cane.  This  could  be 
important  with  a  new  cane  sampling 
formula  that  rewards  cleaner  (lower  fi- 
ber content)  cane. 

Because  of  the  shortness  of  the  cane 
and  the  weak  stands  in  these  fields, 
yields  were  poor.  However,  the  addi- 
tional growth  in  the  non-treated  fields 
gave  a  numerically  higher  yield  of  1.5 
additional  tons  of  cane  per  acre  (12.5 
tons  of  cane  per  acre  in  the  Polado 
treated  and  14.0  tons  of  cane  per  acre  in 
the  check  fields).  The  Polado  treated 
fields  had  209  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane  which  was  21  pounds  higher  than 
the  non- treated.  Resulting  sugar  per  acre 
was  nearly  identical  for  the  two  treat- 
ments (2,615  versus  2,630  pounds  of 
sugar  per  acre  for  the  check  and  Polado 


treatments,  respectively).  In  this  one 
short  cane  test,  which  experienced  excel- 
lent growing  conditions  following  the 
application  of  Polado,  there  was  no  dif- 
ference in  sugar  per  acre  between  the 
non-treated  and  Polado  treated  cane. 
However,  a  new  formula  for  cane  analy- 
sis at  the  core  laboratory  and  the  differ- 
ence in  transport  costs  would  still  have 
been  of  benefit  in  the  Polado  treated 
cane. 

In  other  analysis  of  Polado  treated 
cane  that  same  year  there  were  signifi- 
cantly higher  yields  of  sugar  per  acre 
with  Polado.  In  these  other  fields,  the 
cane  was  closer  to  normal  height,  al- 
though still  on  the  short  side  of  normal. 
Additionally,  the  better  burns  experi- 
enced in  Polado  treated  cane  may  be  of 
benefit  with  a  modified  core  sampling 
formula  that  rewards  trash  free  cane. 


Tired  of  hand  labor  problems? 

Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  New  Double  Metered  Design  * 

*  Fully  Automatic  * 
*  All  Hydraulic  * 

*  7'  x  25'  Carrying  Capacity  * 

*  15  acres  per  day  proven  * 

*  Stainless  Steel  Hoppers  * 

Simple  •  Rugged  •  Reliable 

Als@  available  -  conversions  of 

existing  planter's  aids  to 

fully  automatic 

Retro  fits  of  drum  planters  to  automatic 

Hearne  Consulting  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave. 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(318)  942-8180 
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La  Cane 

LOUISIANA  CANE  MANUFACTURING,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  71  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  447  3771  •  Fax:  (504)  447-8404 

TIGER  —  2  Row  Chopper  Harvester 


Available  for  the  1998  Harvest 

Season 

Call  La  Cane  (Jim  Collinson  or 

Ken  Caillouet)  to  Schedule  a 

Video  Presentation  or  For 

More  Information 


FEATURES: 

•  2-Row  Cutting  at  Pour  Rates  of  200  to  300  Tons  Per  Hour 

•  Topping,  Stripping  and  Extracting  Leaves  Before  Chopping  and  Loading 

•  4  Wheel  Drive  (Rubber  Tires) 

•  Base  Cutting  Out  in  Front  of  Running  Gear  to  Help  Prevent  Mud  Induction 
While  Cutting  in  Wet  Conditions 

•  Excellent  Weight  Distribution,  Balance  and  Low  Ground  Baring  Pressure 

•  Green  Cane  Cutting  in  All  Conditions 

INCREASE  PROFITS  BY: 

•  Reduced  Operating  Costs 

•  Increased  Cutting  8c  Loading  Rates 

•  Reduced  Labor  &  Fuel  Costs 

•  Reduced  Trash  &  Mud  in  Cane 

•  Reduced  Maintenance 
(Less  Equipment  8c  NO  TRACKS) 

•  Higher  C.R.S.  8c  Higher  Tonnage 


17 


Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838. 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters™ 

©  1 998  Hibernia  National  Bank.  Member  FDIC.    www.hiberniabank.com 
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BATON        ROUGE       IINE 


Sean  M.  Prados 


League  Works  on  Federal  Highways 


Charlie  Melancon  and  I  met  with 
the  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion and  Development  (DOTD) 
to  discuss  the  recently  passed  federal 
legislation  allowing  the  hauling  of  sugar 
cane  on  federal  highways  at  100,000 
pounds. 

Since  the  language  in  the  law  is  per- 
missive, the  state  has  the  authority  to 
grant  or  deny  these  special  permits.  Our 
initial  conversations  were  positive,  but 
previous  experiences  with  DOTD  lead 
us  to  believe  there  will  be  some  resis- 
tance. 

While  DOTD  officials  have  been 
strong  advocates  for  our  transporting 
cane  by  rail  efforts,  it  is  important  for 
them  to  note  that  this  project  will  take 
some  time.  Meanwhile,  growers  who 
have  a  great  distance  to  travel  need  ac- 
cess to  federal  highways  at  100,000 
pounds  GVW. 

The  benefits  to  the  state  are  clear. 
Raising  the  weight  limit  on  federal  high- 
ways will  mean  fewer  trucks.  Further- 
more, trucks  will  not  have  to  find  alter- 
nate routes  on  smaller,  brittle  roads.  It  is 
unclear  how  DOTD  will  handle  this  is- 
sue at  the  present  time. 

Our  intention  is  to  settle  this  matter 
before  the  harvest  season.  We  can  also 
expect  to  revisit  all  weight  limit  issues 
next  Regular  Session. 


Department  of  Agriculture 

Commissioner  Bob  Odom  recently 
said  that  the  state  stands  to  lose  an  esti- 
mated $345  million  due  to  the  severe 
drought.  The  hardest  hit  crops  are  corn 
($64  million),  soybeans  ($68  million)  and 
cattle  pastures  ($90  million).  This  also 
includes  an  estimated  $36  million  loss 
for  sugarcane  and  molasses. 

Gov.  Foster's  administration  along 
with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Forestry  is  searching  for  ways  to  aid 
farmers  through  the  drought.  For  ex- 
ample, Governor  Foster's  statewide  di- 
saster declaration  allows  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  Forestry  to  use 
the  Louisiana  National  Guard  to  trans- 
port hay  to  cattlemen.  Governor  Foster 
said,  "The  use  of  the  National  Guard  to 
transport  hay  is  one  good  example  of  the 
state's  commitment  in  helping  farmers 
in  every  way  possible." 

Elections 

The  Louisiana  Association  of  Busi- 
ness and  Industry  recently  endorsed 
Republican  Chuck  Cusimano  for  the 
state  Supreme  Court.  Cusimano  is  chal- 
lenging Chief  Justice  Pascal  Calogero 
from  the  New  Orleans  area.  Voters  in 
Jefferson,  Orleans,  Plaquemines,  and  St. 
Bernard  will  cast  their  ballots  for  this 
seat  in  the  October  3,  primary. 
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THE  DIFFERENCE 

IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  C£Efi( 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    \\  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonvillc  Thibodaux 

(504)  473-7927       (504)  447-3776 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


James  F.  Coerver.  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 


Hazard  Communication  Via  MSDS 


According  to  the  U.S.  Occupa- 
tional Health  and  Safety  Ad- 
ministration (OSHA),  sugar 
mills  are  "chemical  manufacturers"; 
therefore  sugar  mill  products  are  chemi- 
cals that  are  covered  by  OSHA's  Hazard 
Communications  Regulation  29  CFR 
1919.1200. 

That  regulation  requires  that  a  Mate- 
rial Safety  Data  Sheet  (MSDS)  be  avail- 
able for  each  product. 

The  objective  of  a  MSDS  is  to  con- 
cisely inform  product  recipients  about 
the  hazards  of  the  products  they  will  be 
working  with  so  that  they  can  protect 
themselves  and  respond  to  emergency 
situations. 

The  purpose  of  an  MSDS  is  to  tell 
you: 

•  The  material's  physical  properties  or 

fast-acting  health  effects  that  make  it 
dangerous  to  handle; 

•  The  level  of  protective  gear  you  need; 

•  The  first  aid  treatment  to  be  provided 

when  you  are  exposed  to  a  hazard; 

•  The  preplanning  needed  for  safely 

handling  spills,  fires,  and  day-to-day 
operations;  and 

•  How  to  respond  to  accidents. 


The  "chemical"  products  produced 
by  a  cane  sugar  mill  include  raw  sugar, 
molasses,  and  bagasse  received  by  a  sec- 
ond party.  While  the  "hazard"  of  these 
products  is  relatively  low,  there  are  pre- 
cautions applicable  to  the  handling  of  all 
three  products.  For  instance,  high  con- 
centrations of  the  dust  of  sugar  and  ba- 
gasse in  air  is  combustible  (explosive), 
and  prolonged  breathing  of  such  dusts 
can  cause  respiratory  problems. 

The  disaster  that  occurred  in  Boston 
around  the  turn  of  this  century  was 
caused  by  a  lack  of  caution  in  handling 
molasses.  Molasses  shipped  through  the 
port  was  stored  in  a  large  steel  tank 
probably  capable  of  storing  water  but 
not  the  much  heavier  molasses.  The 
overstressed  lower  walls  burst  and 
many  persons  were  entrapped  and 
smothered  in  a  tide  of  molasses  flowing 
down  Boston  streets. 

The  law  requires  that  an  MSDS  be 
available  and  provided  to  product  re- 
cipients requesting  same.  It  is  also  good 
business  practice  to  warn  product  re- 
cipients about  the  consequences  of  mis- 
use or  mishandling  in  order  to  avoid 
product  liability  litigation. 

Example  MSDS  forms  for  these  three 
sugar  mill  products,  which  forms  can  be 
customized  to  suit  an  individual  mill 
situation,  are  available  at  the  office  of 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 
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1210  ST.  CHARLES  STREET 

5810  AIRLINE  HWY. 

3811  HWY  90  EAST 

HOUMA,  LA 

BATON  ROUGE,  LA 

BROUSSARD,  LA 

504-876-2280 

504-355-7716 

318-837-2763 

1-800-969-0068 

1-800-960-0069 

1-800-960-0067 

-  «W«»»WC55556Sa^^ 

RS9HfHHaHBSH1BqR^^ 

„„„„„„                       ,  i 

22 


continued  from  page  8 

impact  that  suspended  particles  may 
have  when  they  fall  out  of  the  atmo- 
sphere. 

2.  Awareness  of  daily  weather  pre- 
dictions, particularly  wind  velocity 
and  direction.  Growers  should  take  all 
available  steps  to  become  aware  of  ap- 
proaching frontal  systems  and  changing 
wind  direction  in  order  to  effectively 
manage  smoke  resulting  from  open  field 
burning.  In  addition  to  television,  radio 
and  weather  station  forecasting,  satellite 
weather  systems  are  individually  avail- 
able. Many  mills  now  have  satellite  sys- 
tems which  offer  up  to  date  information 
on  approaching  weather  systems. 

3.  Burning  only  during  acceptable 
times  and  weather  conditions.  Wind  di- 
rection, wind  velocity  and  air  tempera- 
ture inversion  layers  drastically  affect 
smoke  management.  Since  cane  fields 
are  almost  never  burned  during  the 
early  morning  hours  as  a  result  of  dew 
and  wet  leaves,  morning  weather  is  not 
of  great  concern.  However,  many  grow- 
ers like  to  burn  cane  late  in  the  afternoon 
and  temperature  inversions  often  occur 
on  many  days  of  the  harvest  season. 
Normally,  air  temperature  decreases 
with  height.  However,  when  a  tempera- 
ture inversion  occurs,  upper  air  tem- 
peratures are  higher  which  prevent 
smoke  from  rising.  The  smoke  then 
drifts  laterally.  This  can  impact  high- 
ways, residences  and  public  areas. 
Growers  should  certainly  avoid  burning 
in  the  late  afternoon  in  these  sensitive 
areas.  The  ideal  time  to  burn  cane 
should  be  between  10:00  am  and  4:00 
p.m.  Wind  direction  and  velocity,  along 
with  predicted  changes,  should  be  noted 
before  fields  are  even  harvested. 

4.  Record-keeping.  A  daily  log  of 
field  burning,  including  acreage  burnt, 
wind  direction  and  other  weather  condi- 
tions should  be  kept.  This  may  be  unnec- 


essary in  areas  that  do  not  affect  the 
public.  However,  in  sensitive  areas,  this 
type  of  daily  logging  could  be  of  great 
assistance  should  a  problem  arise  to  you 
in  the  event  a  complaint  is  filed. 

5.  Knowledge  of  power  lines  and 
gas  lines.  Open  field  burning,  especially 
burning  of  un-cut  fields  prior  to  chopper 
harvesting,  should  be  carefully  under- 
taken when  power/gas  lines  run 
through  the  field.  Although  there  should 
be  little  chance  of  a  problem,  a  plan  of 
action  should  be  available  in  the  event  of 
a  crisis  situation. 

6.  Classification  of  "no-burn" 
fields.  Certain  small  areas,  due  to  their 
extreme  sensitivity,  should  be  consid- 
ered fields  that  will  never  be  able  to  tol- 
erate open  field  burning.  Those  growers 
using  combine  harvesters  can  cut  them 
green.  Growers  using  soldier  harvesters 
will  have  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  factory  to  accept  these  fields 
unburnt. 

7.  Training  and  equipment.  Grow- 
ers should  make  every  attempt  to  pro- 
vide education  and  training  to  their  em- 
ployees who  may  be  undertaking  the 
day-to-day  burning  operations.  A  thor- 
ough explanation  of  the  goals  and  rec- 
ommendations will  help  these  employ- 
ees understand  the  importance  of  smoke 
management.  Additionally,  it  should  be 
emphasized  that  cane  fires  should  not 
go  unattended  and  personnel  respon- 
sible for  the  fire  should  be  constantly 
aware  of  the  burn  status.  Proper  equip- 
ment should  be  provided  to  those  re- 
sponsible parties,  including  a  water  tank 
to  help  control  and  confine  the  burn. 

In  order  to  maximize  these  best  man- 
agement practices,  an  effective  commu- 
nication network  between  the  factory 
growers,  and  public  must  be  main- 
tained. The  League  will  do  its  best  to 
provide  information  with  regard  to  cane 

continued  on  page  24 
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continued  from  page  23 

burning  issues.  Growers  and  processors 
should  work  with  the  public  in  a  non- 
confrontational  manner  and  adopt  an 
attitude  that  will  encourage  communi- 
cation with  those  that  potentially  may  be 
affected  by  the  cane  smoke. 

This  industry's  ability  to  burn  sugar- 
cane is  still  an  important  economic  fac- 
tor in  its  survival.  Until  technology  is 


proven  that  will  allow  for  economically 
efficient  harvesting  without  burning,  it 
is  important  that  growers  and  proces- 
sors do  the  best  job  possible  in  regard  to 
smoke  management. 

Louisiana  is  not  the  only  industry 
facing  this  challenge.  Every  industry 
recognizes  that  reducing  or  eliminating 
open  field  burning  is  one  of  the  most 
important  research  topics  facing  the 
world's  sugar  industry. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


•  1983  S30  4x4  cab  and  air,  new  style  air 
-  $35,000.  Call  J.W.  Hurdle,  Jr.  at  (225) 
749-2892. 

•  1991  Case/Int'l  7130,  with  front  wheel 
drive,  PTO,  heavy  duty  steel  bumper 
with  box,  3640  hrs.,  -  $42,000;  1972  Th- 
ompson Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD  en- 
gine and  front  wheel  assist  —  $6,500;  3- 
row  Bottom  Plow  with  3  pt.  hitch  and 
gauge  wheels  --  $500;  6'  Case  End  Row 
Flat  Chopper  (parts  only)  --  $100;  1990 
Case/  Int'l  5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  - 
$22,500.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (318) 
365-0014. 

•  Cane  Truck  and  Trailer  - 1974  Mack 
R600  with  whole  stalk  trailer  -  $6,000. 
Call  at  night  Patrick  Richard  at  (504)  526- 
4969  or  Danny  Richard  at  (504)  526-8292. 

•  LaCane  3-row  Covering  Rig  -  $7,000; 
3-1086  Hi-Crop  Int'l  Tractors  @  $6,000 
each.  Call  (318)  734-2598. 

•  2  Transloader  Wagons,  tandum  axles, 
excellent  condition  —  $6,500  each.  Call 
Sidney  Andras  at  (504)  446-1129. 

•  4  Transloader  Wagons  -  Bayou  Ser- 
vices, excellent  condition.  Call  Alton 
Landry,  Inc.  at  (225)  545-0707. 

•  (4)  10  Ton  High  Dump  Billet  Wagons. 

Call  Sotile  Farms  at  (225)  473-7042,  (225) 
473-7954,  or  (225)337-7865. 

•  (2)  1996  Hearne  Automatic  Planters. 

Call  Kent  Soileau  at  (318)  838-2459. 


FOR       SALE 


•  3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2-row  Har- 
vester, Cameco  4WD  Field  Loader,  a/c 

cab  with  ditcher.  Call  Roland  Bourgeois, 
Vacherie  at  (225)  265-4452  (leave  a  mes- 
sage). 

•  1983  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT  3208  engine, 
New  18-4-38  tires,  with  pulling  wheel, 
shredder  topper  &  extra  pans  —  $20,000; 
John  Deere  4840  with  new  trans.  &  en- 
gine overhauled  in  '97  --  $14,000;  1066 
Hi-Clearance  Int'l  -  $4,000;  856  Hi- 
Clearance  IntT  -  $2,500;  JD  2440  - 
$3,500;  2  Cane  Carts  (set)  tandem:  Bayou 
Service  (set)  —  $4,000,  Bayou  Service  & 
Brooks  (set)  -  $4,000,  Jack  Brooks  - 
$2,000;  3-Row  Bottom  Type  Plow  Int'l, 
heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels  —  $3,500; 
4-Row  JD  style  with  gauge  wheels  and 
cyclers  -  $3,500;  JD  2440, 1982  -  $3,500; 
JD  4240,  Hi-Clearance,  1981;  1  front 
mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal.  tank  — 
$100;  JD  disk  plow,  heavy  duty,  17-ft.  - 
$2,500;  Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4- 
row  --  $250;  Rolling  Cultivator, 
Lilliston,  3-row  —  $75;  Cultipacker,  3- 
row  at  5.8  -  $250;  JD  Clipper,  model  709, 
7-ft.  -  $1,000;  JD  3-row  chopper,  adjust- 
able cylinders  -  $2,000;  Int'l  3-row 
chopper  —  $1 ,000;  3  one-row  shavers  — 
best  otter.  Call  Damian  Pierre  at 
(318)229-6932. 

•  1980  Thompson  Single-row  Cane 
Harvester,  Sunstrand  Hydrostat,  Allis 
Chalmers  1900  Mark  II  Engine.  Good 
Condition  $5,000.  Plenty  used  Thomp- 
son Cutter  parts.  Call  (225)  383-1628. 
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Commercial  Members 

of  the 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

100- A  Wadsworth,  Maurice,  LA  70555 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 


MetLife 

5353  Essen  Lane,  Suite  333,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Monsanto 

17522  Sugar  Mill  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

The  New  Iberia  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Rohm  &  Haas 

108  Stonewall  Ave.,  Carencro,  LA  70520 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  o/Huval  Insurance  Group 

Southern  Agribusiness  Association 

5560  Frontage  Road,  1-55  South,  Suite  B, 
Jackson,  MS  39212 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Tri-State  Delta  Chemicals 

Fertilizer  Region 

P.  O.  Box  28,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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